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Join Us for Pride This Summer




This year marks a milestone for Pride in
Seattle. It was 50 years ago when members
of the city’s LGBTQ community gathered
(the same year as the SGN’s debut) in the
spirit of the Stonewall uprising, and ever
since then, Seattle Pride has hit the streets
each June.

With so much to celebrate, the Seattle
Pride organizing team is bringing a full line-
up of events for Queers and allies of all ages.
This year’s theme is “NOW!” — an embodi-
ment of our community’s rallying ery from
those early years when “Out of the closets
and into the streets!” inspired many brave
souls to cast off oppression and unite as a
determined force to be reckoned with NOW!

Pride is our stale’s largest parade, with
more than 250 local and national commu-
nity groups, nonprofits, and companies tak-
ing part, along with civic leaders, brands,
and businesses. The main event will be the
downtown Pride Parade on Sunday, June
30. It starts at 10 a.m. with a pre-show at
Westlake Park then steps off at 11 a.m. and
travels along Fourth Avenue to Denny Way.
Nearby, PrideFest will be underway at
Seattle Center, from noon to 8 p.m.

The parade route will feature three stages
— at Westlake Park, Fourth and Lenora,
and Fourth and Denny Way — two alco-
hol gardens, and food trucks. Sit down
and enjoy the parade from the front row in
bleacher-style grandstand seating available
for purchase in advance. ADA priority
seating is available to those with accessi-
bility needs (plus two other persons in their
group, regardless ol accessibility needs);
these seats must be reserved in advance at
https://SeattlePride.org.

New this year, Seattle Pride presents the
Official Seattle Pride Parade Drag Brunch
& Viewing Party on the rooftop patio of
Hilton Motif Seattle’s Frolik Kitchen above
the parade starting line. From 10 a.m. to
2 p.m., indulge in the elevated parade-
walching experience with performances
by Amora Namor, Brandi Marx, Bruno
Baewatch, Dion Dior Black, Kara Sutra,
Kylie Mooncakes, and Viper Fengz. Enjoy
drinks and a brunch buffet with drag enter-
tainment and DI Wes Wunder spinning five
decades of Pride anthems. Tickets start
at $80. More details are at https:/Seat-
tlePride.org.

Grand marshals

This year’s parade grand marshals are
Seattle sports legends Sue Bird and Megan
Rapinoe, both of whom quickly became
beloved Queer icons and role models for their
outstanding athleticism. Bird is a five-time
Olympic gold medalist and four-time WNBA
champion point guard for the Seattle Storm
and the league’s all-time leader in assists.
Rapinoe is a two-time soccer World Cup

BY MATT NAGLE
SGN CONTRIBUTING WRITER
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THE PARADE ROUTETRAVELS FROM WESTLAKE PARK ALONG 4TH AVENUE AND ENDS
NEAR SEATTLE CENTERWHERE PRIDEFEST WILL BE UNDERWAY.

THISYEAR'S PARADE GRAND MARSHALS ARE STAR ATHLETES
MEGAN RAPINOE (L) AND SUE BIRD - COURTESY PHOTO

champion and Olympic gold medalist and a
fan favorite on and off Seattle Reign’s pitch.
“We are beyond excited that Sue and
Megan will be serving as grand marshals,”
said Seattle Pride Executive Director Patti
Hearn. “These two exceptional women
are champions in their respective sports,
champions for the Queer community,
and role models for future generations of
LGBTQIA+ leaders. They are the perfect
grand marshals for our 50-year milestone.”
The star duo shared a joint statement:
“We're honored to be named grand mar-
shals for the Seattle Pride Parade and look

forward to seeing everyone on parade day.
It’s humbling to be recognized in our city
that we love, and as part of a community
with such a rich LGBTQIA+ history. It’s
going to be an incredible celebration of love
and acceptance.”

The parade’s grand marshal contingent is
an intergenerational mix of LGBTQ elders
and youth that includes David Neth, orga-
nizer of Seattle’s first Gay Pride Week; and
representatives from community groups,
including Camp Ten Trees, GenPride,
Lambert House, Seattle’s LGBTQ+ Cen-
ter, and Seattle Public Schools.

PHOTO BY NATE GOWDY

Pride Weekend events

Friday, June 28

e Trans Pride at Volunteer Park, 5:30-
9:30 p.m. Info: https://transprideseattle.org

* Wildrose Street Party, 1021 E. Pike St.,
6 p.m.to2 a.m. Info: https:/strangertickets.
com

* Queer/Bar Street Party, 1518 11th Ave.,
5-11 p.m. Info: https://queerpridefestival.
com

o Kremwerk, 1809 Minor Ave., 9 p.m. to
2a.m. Info: https:/kremwerk.com

o The Cuff Pride Street Festival, 5 p.m.
to 12 a.m., 1533 13th Ave. Info: https:/
seetickets.us

e Union Pride Street Party, 4 p.m. to
2 a.m., 1009 E. Union St. Info: https:/
unionseattle.com

Saturday, June 29

e PrideFest Capitol Hill, Broadway,
noon-8 p.m., Info: https://seattleprideguide.
com

e Dyke March, 57 p.m. rally, 7 p.m.
march. Info: https:/seattledykemarch.com

* Wildrose Street Party, 1021 E. Pike St.,
I p.m. to 2 a.m. Info: https:/strangertickets.
com

® Queer/Bar Street Party, 1518 11th Ave.,
5-11 p.m. Info: https:/fqueerpridefestival.
com

* Kremwerk, 1809 Minor Ave., 9 p.m. to
2 a.m. Info: https://kremwerk.com

® The Cuff Pride Street Festival, 4 p.m.
to 12 am., 1533 13th Ave. Info: https:/
seetickets.us

® Union Pride Street Party, 12 p.m.
to 2 a.m., 1009 E. Union St. Info: https://
unionseattle.com

Sunday, June 30

o PrideFest Seattle Center, 305 Harrison
St., noon-8 p.m. Info: https:/seattlecenter.
com

e Scaitle Pride Parade, downtown
4th Ave., 11 am. to 4 p.m. Info: https:/
seattlepride.org

e Wildrose Street Party, 1021 E.
Pike St., 1 p.m. to 2 am. Info: https:/
strangertickets.com

® Queer/Bar Street Party, 1518 11th Ave.,
5-11 p.m. Info: https://queerpridefestival.
com

* Kremwerk, 1809 Minor Ave.,9 p.m. to
2 a.m. Info: https:/kremwerk.com

e The Culf Pride Street Festival, noon-
10 p.m., 1533 13th Ave. Info: htips://
seetickets.us

* Union Pride Street Party. 12 p.m. to
2 a.m., 1009 E. Union St. Info: https://
unionseattle.com
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GORDON FIELDS - KITSAP FAIRGROUNDS
FEATURING: ABBAGRAPHS 730PM

RAINBOW CITY MARCHING BAND
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WASHINGTON STATE

§ COURT OF SEATTLE [S A REGISTERED
ROFIT ORGANIZATION

7 Seattles
LGBTQ+ Center

Cultivating access &
connections that facilitate
self-determination,
liberation, & joy in our
communities

Visit us!

400 E Pine St #100
Seattle, WA 98122

Tues: 1-6pm
Wed-Fri: 10am-6pm
Sat: S9am-5pm
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by Madelyn Aranld

TheSeattle Gay Clinic announces it's
Lesting for sexually transmitted dis-
cases (STDs). Again

Why? Because there's o slight in-
croase in dissases like gonorrhea and
syphilis among Gay men, which may
mean there's Jess safe sex, But as SGC
board president Les Kramer puts it
“psvchologically it's difficult [to main
tain Iu:t‘ rioral change over a long
penod of time"

SotheSGClat Country Doctor Comr
munity Clinic, 500 19th Avenoe East)
will again be ud\‘:-rl.l_-uhg I8 new Ser-
vices, old services, and new emphases
nﬂ.u:m, changes in HIV treatment
and in the Gay community.
Whao they are

Begun in the 70s as a "plun.- to he
safe” for Gay men to check for STDs,
lhuh:wlsnﬂnsmwmmdnnwpmﬁl

miedical runby a 10-member vol
of directors, which hires

unteer
the

In 1979, a young Gay man named Jim
Skeen moved to Seattle from Washington,
DC, where he had worked as a volunteer at a
clinic that tested and treated men for sexually
transmitted diseases (venereal diseases, or
VD, which was the term used in those days).
He had hoped to volunteer at such a clinic in
Seattle, but when he asked around, he learned
there was no such thing in his new city.

So he placed an ad in the Seattle Gay News,
looking for people who might be interested
in organizing a local Gay clinic. He called a
meeting, at which several people showed up—
Gay doctors, nurses, and nonmedical people
who were willing to be trained as paraprofes-
sionals to perform screening tests for gonor-
rhea and syphilis, two diseases that were prev-
alent in the local Gay male population.

Prior to this, the only options Gay men in
Seattle had for such testing were the local
Health Department’s VD Clinic and physi-
cians in private practice. Some were wary
of using the Public Health clinic, given that
homosexual behavior had only recently
been decriminalized in Washington state,
and the it was located downtown in the
Public Safety Building, which also housed
the Seattle Police Department and the city
jail. Others felt that there were few physi-
cians who were knowledgeable enough
about Gay sexuality to treat Gay men with
compelence and respect.

This small group met regularly and fig-
ured out how to incorporate this new clinic
entity, using the nonprofit umbrella of the
Gay Community Social Services organi-
zation, and taking the legal title of Seattle
Clinic for Venereal Health. There had been
some concerns that a clinic with the word
“Gay” in its title might have trouble raising
funds from donors. But, except for the fis-
cal formalities, the clinic would be called
Seattle Gay Clinic (SGC).

The early years

So, where to locate this new clinic’s activ-
ities? Organizers approached the Country
Doctor Clinic, which since the early *70s
had operated in a firchouse, Station Seven,
on the corner of 15th Avenue East and East
Harrison Street on Capitol Hill. The sur-
plus building had been turned over by the
City to Country Doctor and an organization
called Environmental Works.

ﬁmcmmngar contracts for test
frume;um-c ing

Gay Clinic: Still a place to be safe
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The Seattle Gay Clinic:
How it began, and its underappreciated Iegacy

BY TIM BURAK
SPECIAL TO THE SGN

Country Doctor agreed to let the Seattle
Gay Clinic use its exam rooms and wait-
ing area on Saturdays and Wednesday eve-
nings. There were a few glitches that had to
be ironed out, such as how to keep SGC’s
supplies and files separate from Country
Doctor’s, but a cooperative agreement was
worked out.

Volunteer doctors, nurses, and lab techs
trained Gay laypeople, called “screeners,”
to take samples from clients and to pre-
pare the specimens for testing at the Health
Department’s laboratory. A system was
devised whereby SGC clients could regis-
ter using a coded system of numbers and
letters, so that their records could remain
anonymous. Clients would phone to get
their test results, and would then be offered
treatment and follow-up, if needed.

Within a couple of years, a cadre of
about 50 volunteers had been recruited,
and working in rotation, they were able to
screen and test about 20 patients per half-
day session.

By this time, Gay clinics had become
established in several cities around the
United States, and Seattle’s joined the
National Coalition of Gay STD Services,
which published a national newsletter that
allowed the clinics to share their various
approaches. SGC also produced a monthly
newsletter for its volunteer stall, keeping
them abreast of local and national news
relating to the sexual health of Gay men.

The clinic held fundraisers, including
dances and bar parties, to support its oper-
ational expenses, and formed a friendly
partnership with the Imperial Court of
Seattle, which held drag shows to raise
money for the clinic. Activities like these
served to raise community awareness about
the clinic and its services, and also brought
new volunteers into the fold. In many cases,
participation in SGC volunteer work helped
people to further their coming-out process,
and many gained skills that they wouldn’t
otherwise have had a chance to develop.

Finding doctors

Many of the men who came to the clinic
for STD services didn’t have regular doc-
tors who could evaluate and follow them
for other medical conditions, or provide
general primary care. One of the SGC

volunteers took on the project of compil-
ing a list of physicians who would be able
and willing to provide medical care for
Gay men. He developed a questionnaire
designed to survey local physicians and to
elicit information on their readiness and
preparedness to provide care in a non-
judgmental fashion, and the King County
Medical Society agreed to send it out to
all its members. The response was greater
than expected, with over 70 doctors agree-
ing to take referrals. Their names, areas
of specialty, and contact information were
compiled and published in a booklet called
“Directory of Gay-Sensitive Physicians,”
which was handed out to SGC clients.

The epidemie begins

Atabout this time, screeners at the clinic
were beginning to notice that some clients
were exhibiting enlarged or painful lymph
nodes, a condition called lymphadenopa-
thy. Harborview and the University of
‘Washington had begun one of the first stud-
ies in the US on how this condition affected
Gay men, and SGC staff referred clients
with swollen lymph nodes to participate
in it. In time, this condition would be rec-
ognized as one of the precursors to what
would later become known as AIDS.

The first cases of AIDS (originally called
Gay cancer, or Gay-Related Immune Defi-
ciency (GRID)) were reported in Los Ange-
les and New York City in 1981. SGC vol-
unteers followed national developments,
and posted clippings and information in
the clinic waiting room, often gleaned from
sources such as the New York Native and
bulletins from the federal Centers for Dis-
ease Control.

The first cases of AIDS in the Seattle area
were reported in 1982. In December of that
year, SGC volunteers organized the first
public forum in Seattle about the epidemic,
drawing a crowd of three hundred people
to Seattle Central Community College to
hear a panel discussion and Q&A session,
with presentations by representatives from
the Public Health Department, Harbor-
view Medical Center, and SGC’s volunteer
medical director. The sign-in sheet from
this event would prove valuable in the com-
ing months as a way of contacting people to
become involved in fundraising and advo-

win, Jokn White (bottom) Jack Kindred Robert
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cating for the needs of people living with
AIDS, and in organizing future events, such
as another forum called “AIDS: Loving
and Caring for Our Own,” which featured
speakers flown in from San Francisco.

The arrival of AIDS brought SGC into
closer cooperation with the Seattle-King
County Public Health Department, which
formed an AIDS Advisory Task Force that
included two SGC volunteers as members.
The task force identified a need for some
sort of hotline to field questions coming
in from the general public and people who
thought they might be at risk for this new
disease. A volunteer from the clinic agreed
to stafl the hotline for free. Later, when
funds became available from Seattle and
King County, this became a paid position.

Building services for people with AIDS

Although the cause of AIDS was still
not clearly known, and there was no test to
show who was infected, there was a need o
provide a place where worried people could
get examined in a clinical setting. Public
Health and SGC volunteers came up with
a model for an AIDS Assessment Clinic,
to be staffed by a nurse practitioner. A
proposal for funding was presented to the
Seattle City Council.

A demonstration and mass march was
scheduled by the Seattle Gay Clinic, Seattle
Counseling Services, and the Dorian Soci-
ety, timed to coincide with the City Council
hearing. A rally was held at Westlake Cen-
ter, and over a thousand people marched
from there to City Hall, where testimony
was heard from supporters of the proposal.
The event garnered front-page headline
coverage in the Seattle Post-Intelligencer,
with a photo of the marchers.

The City agreed to provide start-up fund-
ing for the AIDS Assessment Clinic and
the AIDS Information Hotline. Two weeks
later, the King County Council agreed to
provide additional funding for the startup
program, which, over the years, evolved
into the AIDS Prevention Project, later
known as the Public Health Department’s
HIV/AIDS Program. Former SGC volun-
teers served as that program’s initial medi-
cal director and administrative manager.
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Chicken Soup Brigade

The clinic volunteers had formed several
commiltees to take care of various tasks.
The Outreach Committee met in Decem-
ber of 1982 to discuss ways the clinic
could connect with and help people who
were becoming ill (whether with AIDS

Puge 8 Seattle Gay News Apeil 4 An

or other disabling conditions). A proposal
was launched to form a “buddy network,”
similar to one that had been organized in
New York by the Gay Men’s Health Crisis.
SGC’s equivalent was dubbed the Chicken
Soup Brigade, with the intention of provid-
ing practical support — transportation to

Good health and good company

Conversations with staff and clients of Seattle Gay Clinic

Interviews and photos by Demian
1982 Derian

PAUL ZIBTON_ front desk
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doctor’s appointments, help with grocery
shopping, preparing meals, housecleaning,
etc. — for Gay men who were unable to get
around on their own and who did not have
family members or partners who could help
them. Local physicians were encouraged to
call on the Brigade if they had patients who
needed help.

At first, there was just a trickle of refer-
rals, but soon a substantial number of
requests for help were coming in, and
the small crew of Brigade volunteers
expanded. The Brigade was featured in a
PBS TV documentary called Diagnosis:
AIDS, which was aired nationally.

Eventually a special volunteer coordi-
nator was needed to handle requests and
logistics. In 1986, the clinic decided to hire
a full-time, paid coordinator. As the Bri-
gade grew, it split off from the clinic and
formed its own nonprofit entity. The focus
shifted from providing a variety of sup-
portive services to preparing and delivering
meals, and, over the years, the Brigade’s
mission expanded from serving people
with AIDS to include others with disabling
conditions. Now the Chicken Soup Brigade
is a multimillion-dollar enterprise, with a
large warchouse-size kitchen operation,
located in Georgetown, that serves hun-
dreds of shut-in clients in the Seattle area.

In 1984, the virus that causes AIDS was
isolated. Originally called HTLV-IIL, it
became known as HIV (human immunode-
ficiency virus). By 1985, a test was devel-
oped to identify HIV in the bloodstream,
and Seattle became one of the first cities in
the US to pilot this test. The Health Depart-
ment contracted with Seattle Gay Clinic
to provide counseling and HIV testing for
Gay men. By then, Country Doctor had
moved its clinic from the 15th Avenue fire-
house to a new clinic on 19th and Republi-
can, and Seattle Gay Clinic moved with it.

Founding other agencies

During the early years of the HIV/AIDS
epidemic, Seattle Gay Clinic volunteers
were instrumental in organizing several
nonprofit agencies that provided services
beyond what traditional public health pro-
grams could deliver. In 1983, the North-
west AIDS Foundation (NWAF) came
into being, originally with a mission to
help coordinate interagency AIDS educa-
tion and care efforts, and to raise funds for
the needs of people with AIDS. NWAF’s
first board president was a Country Doctor
physician who also had served as volunteer

SGN ARCHIVE

medical director for Seattle Gay Clinic.
Over time, the NWAF grew its mission
to include case management services and
multimedia AIDS education programs tar-
geting the general population and people at
risk for HIV/AIDS infection. In 2001, the
NWAF merged with the Chicken Soup Bri-
gade and became Lifelong AIDS Alliance,
allowing for administrative savings and
enhanced fundraising capabilities.

Seattle Gay Clinic volunteers also were
key movers in forming the organization
Shanti Seattle. Based on a model created in
San Francisco, the program provided emo-
tional support for people living with AIDS
and their families, partners, and caregivers.
SGC paid for four volunteers to go to San
Francisco for training, and those volunteers
came back and formed a large network of
emotional-support volunteers.

At about the same time, SGC volunteers
participated in forming the Seattle AIDS
Support Group, which facilitated group
meetings of people living with AIDS and/
or HIV. That organization filled the rooms
of alarge Capitol Hill mansion called Dun-
shee House with support groups and educa-
tional activities, eventually including sub-
stance-abuse recovery groups in its menu
of services. It currently operates as part of
the organization Peer Seattle.

Legacy

Seattle Gay Clinic continued to provide
services until 2004, when its board decided
to dissolve and end its activities. The
Health Department then began contracting
with Gay City Health Project (now called
Seattles LGBTQ Community Center),
which carries on the tradition of providing
free or low-cost services in a community-
based setting.

So, from simple, grassroots beginnings
in 1979, the Seattle Gay Clinic went on
to establish itself as a peer to other Gay-
run clinics across the country, rose to the
unanticipated challenge of responding to
the AIDS epidemic, formed significant
partnerships with Public Health of Seattle
& King County, and seeded several other
vital organizations in the Seattle area.

Unfortunately, many of the SGC volun-
teers who spearheaded these efforts died
during the early years of the HIV/AIDS
epidemic. But their spirits live on in the
legacy of activities that have helped to
make Seattle a safer and healthier place for
LGBTQ+ people to live their lives.
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Visually Speaking to provide ASL Lounge at Pride events

BY HANNAH SAUNDERS
SGN CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The Deaf Queer organization Visually
Speaking is back at Pride events for another
year, this time with an American Sign Lan-
guage (ASL) lounge. The social space is
intended for longtime and new signers and
the disabled community as a whole to net-
work, hang out, and learn from each other.

Visually Speaking will host its ASL
lounge at Broadway/Capitol Hill Pride on
June 29, and again at Seattle Center Pride on
June 30. A “Signaroke” event will also take
place on June 27 at the Crescent Lounge.

While Visually Speaking is not provid-
ing ASL interpreters at these Pride events,
it does provide sign language instruction
and hold events in social spaces, including
ASL classes at Gay City: Seattle’s LGBTQ
Center, and online classes geared toward
the LGBTQIA+ community. Gillespie said
the group works with and hires various
Deaf Queers too.

Prid

Interpreters at Pride events can be ben-
eficial for everyone: They ensure that
members of the Deal and hard-of-hearing
community are fully included in and can
engage in the festivities, and also allow
hearing attendees a look into the Deaf com-
munity, promote empathy, and break down
communication barriers.

Given Seattle’s rich and diverse Deaf
community full of artists, and with many
hearing ASL users in Seattle, learning the
basics of signing can assist with building
meaningful connections among the city’s
residents.

“Learn ASL — a little goes a long way!”
Kellie Gillespie, an ASL instructor at Visu-
ally Speaking, told the SGN. “Listen and
learn from Deaf folks.”

For more information on ASL classes
visit https:/www.visuallyspeaking.info/
links.

CARLETON UNIVERSITY

uide 2024

The ultimate guide to parades, parties, and more

BY AUDREY OSCARSON
SGN CONTRIBUTING WRITER

June 28

Trans Pride Seattle

Spm-10pm

Hang out and celebrate with fellow
Trans people at Volunteer Park and enjoy
the resource fair and many live perfor-
mances and music. This is an all-ages
event; masks are required. For more infor-
mation or accessibility questions, visit
https://transprideseattle.org.

June 29

PrideFest Capitol Hill

12pm-8pm

Celebrate 50 years of Pride at Cal
Anderson Park on Capitol Hill, featuring
a variety of food, vendors, and family
programming and three stages of
talent all day long. For a full schedule,
visit  https://www.seattlepridefest.org/
schedule/2024/6/29/pridefest-capitol-hill.

June 30

Beaverton Pride

11am-5pm

Beaverton Pride returns for its seventh
year for a day full of fun activities and
entertainment. With performances by
Blonde Neon and Sir Cupcake’s Queer
Circus, it’s sure to be a great experience.
For a full lineup, visit https://www.
pridebeaverton.org.

Seattle Pride Parade and PrideFest

1lam-8pm

Join your community as Seattle
celebrates 50 years of Pride! The parade
kicks off in Westlake Park and travels up
4th Avenue toward Seattle Center, where
hundreds of vendors, food and drink
options, and live entertainment awail.

KITSAP PRIDE

THE MIX —~TACOMA PRIDE FESTIVAL

For a full schedule, visit hitps:/www.
seattlepridefest.org/schedule/2024/3/28/
pridefest-seattle-center.

July 1

Rainier Pride Night, Tacoma

Enjoy baseball and Pride at Rainier Pride
Night. Tickets include a free Pride shirt.

Part of the proceeds go to QOasis Youth
Center in Tacoma. To purchase tickets,
go to https://fevo-enterprise.com/event/
RPrideNight.

July 6

Bellingham Pride

July 6-7

Bellingham will host two days of special
events to celebrate Pride, including a
family picnic, an all-ages dance, and the
Bellingham Pride Parade!

“From its humble beginnings consisting
of six to eight ‘pop-up’ day shades
in Fairhaven Park in 2002, Pride in
Bellingham celebrates 22 years,” said
Betty Desire of Bellingham Pride. “Twenty
thousand “Hamsters joined in the revelry of
Pride 2023, and we are well on the way to
surpassing that attendance this year!”

For more information, including a list of
all the Pride-themed events in Bellingham
during June and July, visit https://
prideinbellingham.org/2024-events.

July 13

Tacoma Pride Festival

12pm-6pm

Tacoma Pride Festival is back and filling
the streets with entertainment, food, and
vendors. For those 21+, there is also a
block party at the Mix, with DJs and drag
performances. To learn more, visit https:/
tacomapride.org/prideevents.

July 20

Kitsap Pride

Time TBD

Save the date! Kitsap Pride is back at
the county fairgrounds on July 20. More
information to follow; check hittps:/
kitsappride.org/ for updates.

Portland Pride

July 20-21

Portland will host multiple Pride events,
including the Waterfront Festival, the Trans
Pride March, an alcohol-free Pride party,
the Portland Dyke March, the Pride Parade,
and Gaylabration, a 21+ dance party.
To learn more, visit https:/portlandpride.
org/2024-portland-pride-official-events.

August 16

Grays Harbor

August 16-17

Kick off Grays Harbor Pride with a free
all-ages dance, then come back the nextday
for the Pride Festival. Enjoy vendors, food,
and family-friendly entertainment. Stay
into the evening for the free drag show! For
more information, visit https:/opghc.com.
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l—leﬂm B ischoﬁaevgew \/iol]ns*

Third Generation Violin Maker

“Voted Evening Magazine's
Best of Western WA!"

www.kirklandviolins.com
(425)822-0717

Sales Appraisals Repairs Rentals

QUEER BOOKS

& GAG-WORTHY GIFTS

465 N. 36th St in Fremont
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100+ ARTISTS ON 3 'S BEER GARDENS 21+

SATURDAY JUNE 29

CAPITOL HILL FreeForaLL
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JULY 19-2172024

KAYTRANADA
REMIWOLF

a. [ ] STILLWOOZY
e I SR CANNONS
il e \/7" 889l ELDERBROOK

whomie! (- SR CHAPPELLROAN
GIRL TALK
BECKY HILL
COBRAH

THEBEACHES

MINDCHATTER

SLOWPULP

FLYANABOSS
JOEY VALENCE & BRAE
VANDELUX
ANDMANY MORE!

SEATTLE, WA

ADDITIONAL APPEARANCES BY BEAU RECAS, CALI THE STALLI,
MISE TEXKAS 1988. NORUINA DUBDOIS. PUSSY WILLOL, THIS EIRL
& UVIVIENNE PARADISCO

' '
/ THE MK

I‘“'i\;?{.:f I @E-J )
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BELLINGHAM

PARADE & FESTIVAL

SATURDAY, JULY 6, 2024

East PRIDE FAMILY PICNIC | Boundary
Chmm e Bay Outdoor Garden | 12- 4 pm

st

Waypoint

e ALL AGES PRIDE DANCE PARTY |

Depot Market Square Building |
7-10 pm

SUNDAY, JULY 7, 2024

PRIDE PARADE | Waypoint Park
through Downtown | TTlam-1pm

PRIDE FESTIVAL | Depot Market
Square & Railroad Ave between

BELLT/CHAM Chestnut & Maple | 12 - 4 pm

MAP

MBI

Learn more at prideinbellingham.org

Edward Jones =
MOUNT BAKER THEATRE
\m }é Unity Care Mw
NORTHWEST
L
KayBank O @ The Gty Pages ?i-u% mn!m,,

e
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1l Tfie.ur(r (.am:p. On [clev
arred as Payton Hobart in Ryan

Lange, Bette Midler, and Judith Light.

Follo ing a successful re dcmy at
the Palace Theatre on Broadway, Platt
launched a multicity tour to promote his
latest album, Honeymind.

Engaged to TV star Noah Galvin and
still just 30 years old, Platt shared insights
with me during a recent i

On the Palace:

“It’s truly been an unbelievable dream.
Being part of the Br
which I've loved and been a part of for so

long, but now being recognized as myself

aring my own perspective while
presenting my new record live [haq been
W ondcnlul Hdwnu 50 many d

“Of
me was singing with Noah, because he’s
my person, and w ng together all the
time. Doing it on the night of my album
release made it even more memorable and
beautiful to share that moment with him.”

On the tour

“The concert tour started
we’ve had a great opportunil
the show here at the Palac

June 18, and
y to fine-tune

plan to bring [on the road] large

show that we've been presenting here. I'm

thrilled to have a well-prepared producti
ase in some truly stunning venues

BY MK SCOTT
SGN CONTRIBUTING WRITER

COURTESY IMAGE

On the album Honeymind
as released last week. It
influenced by Amer-
rfunkel, Fleetv
lor, blended with a dis
h reflects

s of relation-
on love
I turned 30

/ A MUs
but the album
crowth and com-
aped by

his support and our relationship.”

On Noah Galvin
re getting married this fall. We first
met when we were around 19 and
uld \\Ill]t! ing on a com

by mutual friends
hitit off right
“Throughout our t
ship was on and off — sometimes friends,
metimes more. Thcn. .nuund late 2019
and we’
been together ever since. Our relationship
started just before the COVID quarantine
began, which was a challenging time for
everyone. However, for us, it was a turning
point. After circling around each other for

UNE 28, 2024

for different

incredibly fulfilling

1l [cdlucd my lifelong dream of

ical role, allowi g me to
utilize all n my skills in my favorite art for
theater. On the other hand, playing Pa;

dence,

rength — qual-

, as he battles self-hatred

a Hall:

COURTESY PHOTO

“Switching between thes
provided a satisfying contrast. They both
sing, whic me well, and struggle to

underneath.

AEG L
Honeymind Tour”
Brandy Clark) h
Hall on Saturd,

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS!




condor &

Q-Fﬁnkfuft*’éhdbﬁeyond.

Ready to explore Europe, the striped way? Then fly with Condor
Airlines. With nonstop flights to Frankfurt, Germany, and
connections to the most popular cities in Europe.

Learn more at condor.com

_ Happy Pride
i g s from the Athenian!

TR

xe PLACE .\M“‘Le 206-624-7166 - ATHENIANSEATTLE.COM

ATHENIAN

HOURS | MON, TUE, THU 10-6 + FRI & SAT 10-7 + SUNDAY 10-4 + HAPPY HOUR 3-CLOSE DAILY (EXCEPT SUNDAY) * CLOSED WEDNESDAYS
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From University Book Store bookseller Brad Craft
Countless Sleepless Nights by Carina Maggar

Endpapers by Jennifer Savran Kelly
Interesting Facts About Space by Emily Austin

] Bored Gay Werewolf by Tony Santorella

All the World Beside by Garrard Conley

\

\ Fi° TRANS HIRSTORY #4l  Coming Home by Brittney Griner with
\ \ N3 B dts s _ Michelle Burford
Ny P o~ ' You Only Call When You're in Trouble
o
£

by Stephen McCauley

Trans Hirstory in 99 Objects
edited by David Evans Frantz, Christina Linden,

ﬂ r r'i & Chris E. Vargos

. Iy
ubookstore.com ‘\ El;tﬂf(njt::@o:vtn‘;il&;g;my B. Scher &
'f @ ubookstoreseattie : 7
W ¢} ubookstoresea University Book Store

SWANSO

NURSERY

100 YEA OWING

JuLy ( OUR FEST j\

Music. Drag. Community.
2 r Music from Sister Wife Sex Strike, Black Ends, New

( COLLIDE-0-SCOPE X VANISHING SEATTLE )

JULY Collide-0-Scope and Vanishing Seattle are back with an
8 = 9 all-new collaboration in celebration of our fair emarald

Here (PDX) & much more

Drag from: Rowan Ruthless, Diamond Lil. Issa Man,
Jizzuhbell and Mimi Gina

Hosted by: Jane Don’t J}

cityl Cynthia Brothers from V'S will be joining Shane and
Michael once again as they present this special
concoction of vintage video, freaky film, and found
footage fun in celebration of the Seattle you once knew

e ( JAKE CORNELL - HEY BIG GUY )

Jake Cornell is a Erooklyn-based comedian, actor, and
‘1 4 wriler. He gained noloriety through his hilarious porirayals

%
IEhET ( SHO-NUFF )

Get ready for the party of the summer featuring
iconic QTPOC-centered Dls, live performers, drag

performers, dancers + vandors

of characters such as a gav Brooklyn dad, a TikTol
astrologer, and Kyrsten Sinema’s stylist. His ability to blend
absurdity with sharp social observations landed him on
Vogue's list of the & Funniest Accounts on TikTok.

& MUCH MORE
'WWW.THECROCODILE
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Bellingham

bellingham.org

Janet Melman

FOR STATE REP. 42"° DISTRICT
POSITION - +++seee-- assas- - DEMOCRAT

If elected, | would be the first trans woman in the
House of Repraesentatives in our srate!

This is a chance for our community to be heard; our challenges,
our struggles, our fears, our pain and yes, our joy.

LGBTQ+ Policy Promises

i 8 * Repeal Initiative 2081 to eliminate requirements for school officials to
’ “ : out LGBTQ+ students to their parents.

- 44 * Urge the HCA to adopt WPATH's Standards of Care 8, which would:
I'm a wage worker running a ot Yoty » Eliminate the need for two therapists for bottom surgery
grassroots campaign-will you 2 * Reduce the required time on HRT to 6 months
chip in to help make our health & L e
safety a priority in Olympia? T ey ; * Specific protections for intersex Washingtonians

Scan the QR cocle to danate.

Paicl toa by Janet for District 42 | 1050 Lanabes Avenie, Ste. 104-2006, Belinghsam, b Visit iangﬂumisl‘ﬁcl‘q.ﬂ_ctﬂ'n fo leam more or join the campaign!
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ho's stealing

As hate crimes against Queer people rav-
age the nation, like the murder of Reyna
Hernandez — a Transgender Latina who
owned Reyna’s Hair Salon in Renton, pre-
viously reported on by the SGN —Tacoma
has seen a dilferent trend that’s been chal-
lenging to tackle: the stealing of Pride flags.

Since the start of the year, the city has
seen two “anti-homosexual offenses.” Both
occurred at single-family residences in late
May: one was malicious harassment and
the other was larceny theft.

“Last year we had a rush of Pride flag
vandalism and theft. There was a ‘chal-
lenge’ on TikTok called ‘Capture the Flag,’
and [it involved videoing| yoursell doing
this,” Sgt. Kelly Custis, LGBTQIA+ liai-
son at the Tacoma Police Department
(TPD), told the SGN. “When I reached out
to the victims, none of them reported any
specific reasons they believed this hap-
pened to them as an individual. None of
them reported any other concerns or simi-
lar instances of this happening to them.

Hate crimes against the Tacoma
LGBTQ+ community in 2023 totaled 34
offenses, and June saw the biggest spike
in crimes, totaling 9. Of all 34, one was
assault while another was blackmail. Six of
the crimes were malicious harassment; 11
were larceny and theft; and 15 were dam-
age, destruction, and vandalism.

Det. William “Mac” Muse agreed that
the theft of Pride flags has been a prevalent
crime against the LGBTQ+ community in
Tacoma.

“Those who see it as a harmless act don’t
always understand the implications behind
it,” he said. “The act sends a hurtful mes-
sage to the owner of the flag. The act tells
the owner [they] are not welcome in the
neighborhood. The act tells the owner
[they] are not accepted as a part of the com-
munity. The owner is left with the fear they
will be targeted again should they demon-
strate pride in who they are or who they
support.”

When flags are stolen, Custis forwards a
listof those impacted to the city forreplace-
ment flags if they are requested, and refers
them to the Rainbow Center in Tacoma, a
community center and resource hub for the
Queer community in South Puget Sound

that provides services to around a thousand
people annually, if they need additional
support. Custis encourages those with
Pride flags to place them near a light source
and higher up, as routine flag theft preven-
tion tips.

Efforts to collaborate

Partof Custis’s work consists of outreach
under the Safe Place Initiative, in which
businesses can request to be in the pro-
gram,

“I respond to requests [from] local busi-
nesses for these decals and a welcome letter
explaining the program and their commit-
ment to providing a safe place to hate crime
victims,” Custis said.

Custis has been responding to questions
and concerns from these businesses for
about a year, and has had only a couple
reach out. He said no one from the Queer
community has contacted him about safety
and trends of rising hate crimes in Tacoma.

The TPD has been involved with
LGBTQIA+ awareness training through
the Washington Criminal Justice Training
Commission since 2019. The training offers
current information about laws, terminol-
ogy, and the historical context regarding
the relationship between the Queer com-
munity and law enforcement.

The department has partnered with the
Rainbow Center of Tacoma, whose mem-
bers previously provided in-person shift
training to officers about the proper uses
of pronouns, and information about gender
identity and expression.

“I believe continued conversations and
interaction between TPD and the commu-
nity will only strengthen the way we create
a safe environment as well as enforce and
investigate crimes in a fair and impartial
manner,” Custis said.

Within the next year, Custis said, he
hopes to engage with other law enforce-
ment agencies and their LGBTQ+ liaisons
on additional training and ways to better
serve the community.

“Law enforcement has come a long way
since the days of the [Stonewall] riots,”
Muse said. “The manner in which commu-
nities are policed has evolved over time and
changed for the better.”

Pride flags in Tacoma?

BY HANNAH SAUNDERS
SGN CONTRIBUTING WRITER
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MARTHA MANNING & SHELLEY BROTHERS
- PORTRAIT BY SYDNEY M. PERTL

SEATTLE'S LGBTQ+ COUNCILMEMBERS
—PORTRAITS BY KELLY BJORK

AIDAN KEY - PORTRAIT BY KOSMO

CAL ANDERSON
— PORTRAIT BY SYDNEY M. PERTL

SHELLY BAUMAN
— PORTRAIT BY SYDNEY M. PERTL

Pt

~ Familiar faces:

v Signal boxes in Capitol Hill decorated with LGBTQ+ heroes

BOB WOOD
- PORTRAIT BY BRANDON "B.T."THOMAS

BRIAN M. DAY

BY AUDREY OSCARSON

SGN CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Visitors to and residents of the Capi-
tol Hill neighborhood might have noticed
a new feature in the last weeks: signal box
wraps featuring a few of Seatile’s LGBTQ+
heroes. Designed with help from Bruce
Fleming, these displays by local Queer art-
ists portray those who have made advance-
menlts in Seattle for Queer people. From bar
owners (o state representatives, these leaders
helped foster community and acceptance in
Washington state.

These are the subjects, listed from south
to north along Broadway:

At the corner of Pike and Broadway is a
portrait of Martha Manning and Shelly
Brothers, the owners of Seattle’s longest-
running Lesbian bar, the Wildrose. Since
1985, the Wildrose has been a place of com-
munity for Queer women. With weekly
events, it is a fun and safe space for regulars
and newbies alike.

Carol Sterling, whose portrait is featured
at Pine and Broadway, is most known for her
involvement with the Chicken Soup Brigade.
As its first paid stalT member, she spent years
dedicated to providing services and comfort
to those suffering from AIDS. Under her
guidance, the Chicken Soup Brigade grew
and was able to reach even more people. She
headed fundraisers and recruited volunteers
to keep up with the ever-growing demand.

Vickie Williams’s portrait is featured in
front of Seattle Central College. She ran
‘Washington’s only Black-owned bookstore,
providing spaces for Black people to connect
with their heritage and be unapologetically
themselves. LEMS Life Enrichment Book-
store in Columbia City has had a valuable
impact on many in the community.

At the intersection of Broadway and How-
ell, a utility box honors the openly LGBTQ+
members of the Seattle City Council: Sally
Clark (former Editor at SGN), Tom Rasmus-
sen, Sherry Harris, Cheryl Chow, and Tina
Podlodowski.

At Howell and Broadway is a portrait of
Aidan Key, founder of Gender Diversity and
advocate for Trans youth. Over the years he
has worked with families and children to help
navigate their transition, provided resources,
and hosted conferences to educate families
and professionals on issues Trans youth face
and how to best support them. He is also the
author of multiple books, including Trans
Children in Today's Schools.

Cal Anderson, after whom a park is named,
is featured at the corner of Denny and Broad-
way. As the first openly Gay elected official
in the Washington House of Representatives
and Senate, Anderson fought for civil rights,
gun control, and funding for education.

GEORGE BAKAN
- PORTRAIT BY SYDNEY M. PERTL
PHOTO BY MIKE PHAM

On the corner of John and Broadway,
Shelly Bauman is pictured with an artis-
tic rendering of the sign she hung outside
the bar she started, Shelly’s Leg. The sign,
which reads “Shelly’s Leg is a Gay bar pro-
vided for Seattle’s Gay community and their
guests” encapsulates the energy of the place
in its prime. Though it was only open for a
few years, it is heralded as Seattle’s first
disco and welcomed people of every back-
ground and identity.

Judge Mary Yu, whose portrait is fea-
tured at Thomas and Broadway, is Wash-
ington’s first openly Gay justice, serving
on the Washington State Supreme Court.
She officiated the first same-sex marriage
in Washington state and was influential in
the Arlene Flowers decision, which made
it illegal for Washington businesses to dis-
criminate against customers for their sex-
ual orientation.

Marsha Botzer, whose portrait is located
at Harrison and Broadway, is the founder of
Ingersoll Gender Center and has been active
in multiple groups promoting the rights of
Trans people. Through Ingersoll, she has
been able to give Trans and gender-non-
conforming people support and community
since 1977.

At the corner of Republican and Broad-
way is George Bakan's portrait. The former
publisher at the SGN, Bakan used journal-
ism to advocate for Queer people, and raise
awareness of issues of important to them.
During the AIDS crisis, the paper was a
vital resource, including publishing much-
needed obituaries. Bakan also founded the
Sealtle AIDS Action Commiitee, which
provided seed money to distribute condoms
in bars, sent people with AIDS to marches
in Washington, DC, and organized vigils
and fundraisers.

Bob Wood, who is featured at the corner
of Mercer and Broadway, is a physician and
activist for people living with HIVIAIDS.
Throughout his career, he has worked to
help them get the care and support they
need. He was the director for King County’s
HIV/AIDS program for over two decades.

Brian M. Day, whose portrait is at the
corner of Roy and Broadway, began his
activism after being diagnosed with HIV
himself. Since then, he has focused his
work on people of color living in pov-
erty, HIV issues, and LGBTQ+ rights. He
served on the governors AIDS Advisory
Task Force and helped to push for an AIDS
hospice unit. Toward the end of his life, he
sel aside money to be used as a scholarship
fund for Gay men of color to pursue further
education.
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Spencer Day
June 18 -19

L

#1 Billboord jazzy pop singer/songwriter with “cool jazz sensibilities
and cleverly crafted tales.” - The Washingron Post

GoGo Penguin

June 20 - 23

With jazz, pop and rock influence
English break-beat trio creates
music that pulses and flows,
transporting us into brand new
realms

Pearl Django
July2 -3

Seattle’s favorite hot club jazz
quintet - celebrating three
decades together!

Nearly Dan
July 11 - 14

12 highly skilled, career musicians
who electrify the richi &
complexity of classic Steely Dan
Jazz-rock compositions

live on stage

Karrin Allyson
A Kiss for Brazil

June 25 - 26

Jazz vocalist/pianist, a “singer with
a feline touch and impeccable
intonation.” - New York Times

3
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Acoustic Alchemy

July5-7

Borninthe UK, Forgedinthe USA,
30+ Years at the forefront of
contemporary jazz

Greg Adams
& East Bay Soul

July 16 -17

Sensational blend of Funk, Jazz, Soul

and R&B with powerful horns, sweet
soul vocals and an all-star rhythm
section

Gift Certificates Available

All Ages / Free Parking

PACIFIC NORTHWEST SHOP

Local Everyday Gifts Made in the Northwest

FULL CALENDAR at Jazzalley.coi

PNW gifts & complimentary gift wrap

Seattle

4411 Wallingford Ave N,
206-535-6920

2702 N Proctor St.

| Tacoma
253-752-2242

JIMITRIOU'S e
Al

Yy

2033 ! 208.441 9
www.jazzalley.com

Danny Seraphine & CTA
feat. Jeff Coffey

June 27 - 30

Danny Seraphine and world-class
band CTA with former Chicago
bassist/lead singer Jeff Coffey perform
the legendary music of Chicago

Leo Kottke
July9-10

Legendary acoustic guitarist
peforms solo - two nights only!

Judy Collins
July 18 - 21

Modern day Renaissance woman,
folk icon, gold & platinum selling
American singerfongwriter

m
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*FARM

* S MARKET

HHOT C
| QW ETT CHILLPASTE @
HOT HONE)

Food - Clothing : !
o=

lewelry - Games
Bath & Body
Home & Garden

Books & Cards PORT TOWNSEND

FARMERS MARKET

Saturdays, Yam—2pm
650 Tyler §

s

’ PNWshop.com

=]

— MEET M

- baked goods - artisan

Dallar-for-dollar
 SNAP Match ap to
§25

E at the

CHIMACUM
FARMERS MARKET

Sundays 10am—2pm
9122 Rhody Drive
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WWW.JERK-BUDDIES.COM

Halloween Items!-Goth Gear-Posters-Pins-Patches-Model Kits
TYT WYY N W W "

w W{““?‘,S Car] oy y ey % v
NEW! AAAAAAAAAAAALAAAAAMAA Sl

PHOTO BOOTH - PINBALL | [ PUBLIC

SGNMERCH STORE [adaptihss Covi e g

VISIT US AT
PIKE PLACE

15T AVE & SLULLOCATIONSS

LINGERIE
BLOWOUT SALE

MEN’S
WEAR
ON SALE

VISIT US ONLINE SGN.ORG JUNE 28, 2024 SGN 23

FANTASYUHNL

Fantasy.-L.td.







