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Love Beyond Borders

LGBTQ+ people are among the mast vulnerable of all
refugee groups. In the original oratorio, Love Beyond
Borders, Seattle Men's Chorus celebrates the power of love.
Compelling video interviews are woven throughout this
extraordinary, one-of-a-kind cancert. Hear the inspirational
songs and stories of refugees escaping persecution in this
must-see performance, February 18, 2024,

Benaroya Hall

Sunday, February 18, 2024
2:00PM

Livestream o
On Demand SEATILE MEN'S CHIRUS

: :; 1, el Tickets at
J SeattleMensChorus.org

VISIT US ONLINE SGN.ORG

FEATURING:

KIMYA DAWSON ¥ ALEKSA MANILA
CHONG THE NOMAD ¥ STONE GOSSARD
MARCUS HARRISON GREEN ¥ & MORE!

Buy the latest Real Change paper.
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Over the last decade. polyamory has
become more widely accepted and popu-
lar in American culture. Unsurprisingly,
LGBTQ+ people have been leading the
pack, embracing alternatives to traditional
forms of monogamy and multiplying the
love in their lives.

However, with minimal representation
of it in media and sometimes negative con-
notations, especially from the conservative
right, the journey to finding acceptance and
community with a polyamorous identity
can be difficult.

Emma started dating her partner Andrew
three years ago after meeting on Feeld
and becoming good friends. Since she had
never been a strong proponent of monog-
amy, she was hesitant to embrace the label
of “polyamorous” at first.

“I’ve never really been great at monog-
amy, and most of my adult relationships
have been nonmonogamous in some form,”
she said. “T resisted the label of polyam-
orous for a long time, mostly because I just

Y P -
didn’t mesh with any of the poly people
I met, so [I thought] I couldn’t be like
them. I'm not into tabletop board games.
I'll never go to Burning Man. They just
didn’t feel like my people.

“It wasn’tuntil T started to fall for Andrew
that I recognized I had not only capacity but
intense desire to cultivate multiple loving
romantic relationships, so I begrudgingly
accepted the label of polyamorous.”

Eventually, Emma met Aliah, a college
senior, on Tinder. At first, their relation-
ship was fun and casual, two young people
exploring their early twenties — and Emma
had the perfect couch for Aliah to crash on
after long trips to Seattle for roller derby.
As the two grew into themselves, their rela-
tionship evolved as well.

“I was young and still exploring who
I was and what I liked and wanted in rela-
tionships,” Aliah said. “Our relationship
fluctuated from open to nonmonogamous
to solidly polyamorous as we grew up and
figured out what worked.”
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True selves

For many people, the journey to poly-
amory has coincided with growing into
their true selves. “Seven years ago, I was
straight and monogamous and married —
holdovers from a conservative, evangelical
upbringing,” Andrew said. “I wasn’t happy
about how my life looked and wanted more
sexual exploration.”

After getting divorced, Andrew started
exploring polyamory in Seattle and eventu-
ally his Queer identity. “T found polyamory
for its promise of sexual freedom and
exploration,” he continued, “but now, after
six-plus years, I couldn’t imagine doing
relationships any other way: the joy of more
abundant love, the personal growth, and
the deeper relationships with friends and
partners have all kept me pursuing polyam-
orous relationships.”

Through polyamory, Emma, Andrew,
and Aliah have found the freedom to
explore different versions of themselves
with the various people who bring them
out. Together, Emma and Andrew shine as
social butterflies, hosting stellar parties for
holidays and birthdays. With Aliah, Emma
enjoys the quieter sides of life. “A perfect
day in our relationship is waking up early
to hit some estate sales, getting brunch, and
then ending the night on the couch with our
pets, watching a documentary,” Aliah said.

While Andrew and Aliah aren’t dat-
ing each other (they each have other part-
ners), they still share a deep friendship and
mutual love for the people in their lives. “I
love that I get to bear witness to Andrew
and Aliah’s beautiful friendship,” Emma
said. “They support each other’s relation-
ships with me, but they also support one
another as individuals. The three of us are
a family, and while it’s not traditional. it is
spectacular.”

Growth and learning
Opening themselves up to the possi-
bilities of love all around has encouraged

growth in Emma, Andrew, and Aliah’s
personal lives and relationships. “I grow
so much through my relationships, and
being polyamorous has given me even more
opportunities to grow,” Andrew said. Hold-
ing space for multiple relationships means
he can process feedback from his partners
easily, especially when multiple people tell
him the same thing. Andrew’s relationships
have also helped him to process his big
emotions.

For Aliah, polyamory is about explor-
ing the different dynamics each relation-
ship brings. “I discover and nourish differ-
ent sides of mysell in every relationship 1
am in. It is so cool to see how I show up
and what others bring to each dynamic,”
she said. Polyamory has also helped her
become a more confident, independent, and
self-assured person.

For Emma, polyamory is about learning
what trust and love look like in relation-
ships, each of which has brought her closer
to herself. “I've done a whole lot of grow-
ing (and growing up) in these two relation-
ships.” she said.

‘When Emma first started dating Andrew,
she identified as a Lesbian. “I didn’t ever
trust or like men,” she said. “And I certainly
couldn’t ever see myself falling in love with
a man.” Her relationship with Andrew
opened Emma up not only to the possibili-
ties of polyamory but also to the idea that
people can be surprising. “He showed me
that men can be kind, gentle, and soft. He
showed me the type of man that I adore,”
Emma said.

While Andrew taught Emma to accept
kindness from others, Aliah helped her
discover how to provide kindness to her-
self. “I met Aliah at a pivotal moment in
my life,” Emma said. “I was depressed, had
an unhealthy relationship with substances,
and lacked any kind of direction. I always
say she didn’t heal me, she gave me a rea-
son to want to heal myself. I'm so grateful
for that.”

WETMATE WAYS, NEVER MIND
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CAN ALL SHOw UP

ONe ANOTHER

ANd SHARE THE LOAD OF
CONMUNITY CARR

Mutual support

Two years ago, Emma received the dev-
astating news that her father’s health was
rapidly declining. While she got on the first
plane she could, Aliah and Andrew found
comfort in each other.

“I called Aliah to ask how she was doing,
and we ended up hanging out and keeping
each other company that evening,” Andrew
recalled. “It was really nice — hanging out
with each other was a welcome distraction
from the tragedy at hand. We could both be
present whenever Emma called to check in,
and it all felt like the best way to support
each other while our shared partner was in
crisis. Despite the sadness of the situation,
that felt really special and a unique moment
in a relationship like this.”

“This, to me, is an example of my abso-
lute favorite part of polyamory: the com-
munity,” Aliah added. “There is something
so special about being in a group of people
that are all interwoven and connected in so
many intimate ways, [who] can all show up
and support one another and share the load
of community care.”

While their relationships, like any, are
full of complexities, the moments full of
love make it worth it. “T won’t pretend that
polyamory is always easy. It’s not,” Emma
said. “It’s relationships on hard mode,
and that can be painful, complicated, and
messy. But moments like this remind me
that it is so worth it.”
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FRO™ CONNE GLIFFORD

Our life together began in 1985 in Kansas City, Missouri. You were
transferred to Seattle in 1986. In 1987, we all moved to Washington:
three daughters, two dogs, and two cats. Now we have five grandkids,
two great-grandkids, and one more on the way. Our life has truly been
amazing, and I plan on spending many. many more years together.
Judy, you are my heart. and I know I'm yours.

ERO™ N Gung$
0 Jack G 8§

ALYREN, WA

It’s an extraordinary thing to meet
someone who you can bare your
soul to, and who will aceept you for
what you are. I've been waiting what
seems like a very long time Lo get
beyond what I am. And now, I feel like
I can finally begin. No measure ol lime
with you will be long enough. But let’s
start with forever.

Before TikTok and Spotify and all the countless social media platforms,
there were the dark ages of the internet, when AOL ruled as king of dial-
up (stories could and should be written about this “gay-rassic” period).
And then suddenly Gay.com appeared on the horizon as a way to connect,
and we cheered in sheer glory of our new ability to be able to connect with oth-
ers. This is where the adventures of Mike and Steven began. Now you make
sure that every chapter in this adventure is covered in some sort of media.
It used to drive me crazy all the time spent taking snapshots of us, but now
I am thankful for your diligence. But remember one of the first “selfies”
I took while we were waiting for our first boat ride together to Lummi Island? Oh,
and as for boats, well, that’s another story... I'love you to the moon and back, across
the stormy seas and calm waters. You will always be my Captain Mike.

g "0 STEVEN

OcgaN ShOrgs, wa

‘We met online. I was in a Spokane chat room in Og¢tober 2005 when
you appeared out of the blue in an instant message. You were from
Bellingham, across the state, on the Washington coast.

For the following four months, we chatted online, emailed back and
forth, and talked on the phone. In February 2006, you flew to Spokane
to meet me. I waited nervously in the airport until you finally turned
the corner.

“Hi!” you piped with radiant blue eyes and a smile from ear to ear.
Your joy took my breath away.

I fell in love with you over the course of getting to Know you, through
these emails, phone calls, and visits — flying back and forth to be
with each other — spanning the ten months we dated. That summer
18 years ago, you sold your home and moved to Spokane to begin your
new life with me.

As a thoughtful listener, you're my sounding board and compass
when I become lost on distant horizons of new ideas. But wherever
I am, whatever I'm doing, with just your smile. you bring me home.
I'love you, Steven.
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How do [ even begin to put into words
how much you mean to me? I love your
goofy smile and how much we make each
other laugh. T love the home-cooked meals
you make and how much you spoil me.
I love how excited you get about puzzles,
projects, and games. I love how cute it is
when you baby-talk the dogs. I love how we
can be weirdos together.

I didn’t believe it was possible to be
this in love with someone and so happy.
Thank you for being my wife and soul-
mate. You are such an impressive, intelli-
gent, and beautiful woman; I can’t believe
that I was the one who got to snatch you up.
Thank you for making my life an adven-
ture. You are my home, my heart, and my
Xanadu.

1) KW

Happy 16(1/2) and counting, dlskling!
Here’s to many more to come! Thanks for
all the good times and being there in the
bad. All my love, Motek

FRO™ LOLO
e 010

MONFOR, WA

Five years ago, I made a vow to work
on myself. I didn’t know who you were
or if you even existed, but I knew if I met
the “one,” I wanted to be the best version
of myself for you. As time went on, and
I slowly healed, the universe decided it
was time for us 1o meet. I had no idea that
Inever knew what it meant to be happy and
at peace until I met you. You have shown
me what it means (o be a good person,
through your authenticity and compassion
for those around you. I am truly thank-
ful to have you in my life and to be able to
experience all the things that you bring.
You have given me a life that

Sea=g, wa RUL

allows me to walk around with ~ Knowing you is a privilege. Loving you
a smile on my face every day. I think that is a gift. How lucky am I to be 1n_lo\:e with
the world would be a better place if every- you in this lifetime. This Valentine’s Day,
one had someone like you in their life. please be mine. Loving you always, Bailey

I hope everyone can some day experi-
ence the type love you have shown me.
— Your Lolo

VISIT US ONLINE SGN.ORG FEBRUARY 9, 2024 SGN
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g )SEY ANDERSON
GILSTAFF WRITER

WALTWHITMAN AND PETER DOYLE, CIRCA 1869

Though you may not have learned Walt Whitman and Peter Doyle
about Queer love through the ages in his- find love late in life

tory class, it has always been around. From In 1865, Walt Whitman was at the
secret lovers of the 1920s to those free to  height of his career, an American poet lau-
love openly in antiquity, LGBTQ+ rela- reate, and a renowned writer. Despite his

tionships, like life, always find a way. success, he was very lonely in his personal

life — until he met a young streetcar driver

Knumpotep and Niankhkhnum, named Peter Doyle. The two were soon
ancient Egyptian lovers inseparable.

In ancient Egypt. married couples were Some historians would call them

often buried together to show that their “good friends,” but as more have come to
love would remain intertwined forever- acknowledge Whitman as Queer, the story
more. When the tomb of Knumpotep and  has shifted to recognize them as lovers.
Niankhkhnum was discovered by archae- ~Whitman would disguise Doyle’s initials in
ologists in 1964, they found these humble  his work with the number “16.4.” represent-
servants to the pharaoh intertwinedineach  ing the sixteenth and fourth letters of the
other’s arms, nose to nose. Historians first  alphabet, P and D.
speculated that the two, despite their mari- Whitman and Doyle remained dutiful
tal burial status, were brothers. Artwork companions for the rest of Whitman’s life,
on the tomb shows Knumpotep in the posi-  though the poet did become arecluse toward
tion often reserved for wives, and modern  the end. They exchanged letters through-
scholars assume the two were lovers. out Whitman’s mental health decline, and
friends of the poet acknowledged Doyle as

NIANKHK HUM AND. KHNUMHOTER EMBRACE IN A SCENE IN Whitman't greatest love and the inspiration

A SMALL OFFERING ROOM:NTHEIR JOINTTOMB behind some ofhis final works

8 SGN
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GERTRUDE STEIN AND ALICE B.TOKLAS, 1923

- PHOTO BY MAN RAY

COURTESY OF YALE COLLECTION OF AMERICAN LITERATURE,
BEINECKE RARE BOOK AND MANUSCRIPT LIBRARY

Gertrude Stein and Alice B. Toklas:

A quiet life together

Gertrude Stein was a pioneering writer
in feminist literature — and an openly
Queer woman at a time when public dis-
plays of same-sex affection could be a
crime in the United States. In 1903, Stein
moved to France, where she met and fell in
love with Alice B. Toklas, a promising con-
cert pianist. The two remained devoted lov-
ers for the next 40 years, often accompany-
ing each other on long walks. On a stroll in
Normandy in 1908, Stein got down on one
knee and proposed to Toklas, even though
the marriage of two women was not legal in
France or the United States.

They lived a quiet life together in the
Parisian countryside with their dogs, until
the Nazi occupation of France. Following
Stein’s and Toklas’s deaths, historians dis-
covered drawers full of letters between the
two, cementing their love for eternity with
some of the most romantic words between
lovers. In one, Stein wrote, “Because
I didn’t say good night and I miss it so,
please know now how much I love you.”

Gerda Gottlieb and Lili Elbe:
A love beyond gender
At the warn of the 20th century, Gerda Got-
tlieb met Lili Elbe at the Danish Academy of

Fine Arts. Though when they met Lili was
still identifying as a man, she had been strug-
gling for years with gender dysphoria.

They married in 1904. Both were art-
ists and complemented each other with
their different styles. Lili focused on the big
picture, creating breathtaking landscapes,
while Gerda paid attention to detail, craft-
ing masterful portraits.

After a model failed to show up and sit
for one of Gerda’s portraits, she asked Lili
to dress in women’s clothing and model for
her. After transforming into Gerda’s model,
Lili shined. It became clear that Lili felt
like herself for the first time. After decades
of living as a woman in private, Lili finally
sought out gender-confirmation surgery.

She traveled to Germany and spent
two years undergoing various surgeries
until her transformation was complete.
Throughout the process, Gerda remained
by her side.

Lili was the first person (o receive gen-
der-confirmation surgery and became a star
following her coming out. Unfortunately,
due to the lack of proper antibiotics, she
passed away in 1931 due to infections from
her surgeries. Following that, Gerda contin-
ued to keep her legacy and memory alive.

VISIT US ONLINE SGN.ORG

FEBRUARY 9, 2024 SGN 9



Pan Eros

Film Festival
2024

SKIN HAVEN

- Renew Your Skin,
v Rejuvenate Your Health

SPECIAL VIEW’NG BOTOX - DERMAL FILLERS « IV THERAPY - WEIGHT LO
Best of Seasons 1&2

; ONE SESSION: B12,

March 15, 2024 » 7:30 PM

Northwst Film Forum
MONIKA JAUREGUI cans, ne-c
In preparation for our highly () 877-SKN-HAVN
anticipated third season, the Pan Eros a hello@skinhavenclinic.co
Film Festival is proud to revisit our @ @skinravenglinices
most celebrated short films from the g B0k NOW
2022 and 2023 showcases! Please join 0 910 Lenora 5t, STE 152, Seattle, WA 98121

{inside Queen Bee Salon & Spa)

us for one night at the Northwest Film
Forum as we look back at the erotic art

senses, and made us think. . |

ANNUAL CREMATION SALE d "’f—: 52|

ale on C L .5

Full showing at the A GOYLﬂEé Suew T wmll L::f 17 @'
Seattle Erotic Arts Festival the Biack Valentine™ ‘

April 26! 27’ & 28! 2024 1A U ARY anni: 191’9;"::::1::n::l:l:’-lmll

TICKETS AT SEATTLEEROTIC.ORG
University Way NE Seatls
NORTHWEST
DISPLAYS & SHOP PLANTS
FLOWER & GAR'PESEVEIL Get ideas and inspiration by seeing

beautifully curated garden displays and shop
the Marketplace for one-of-a-kind gift items,
must-have plants, the hottest new garden
accessories, hand-crafted art, vintage garden
wares, books and more!

CONTAIN EIE WARS

PRESENTED BY ~ AﬁE

Get a first-hand look at dueling gardening
experts creating beautiful and practical
containers, suitable for any level of gardener.
The action will be emceed by syndicated
gardening columnist and television host
Marianne Binetti, plus don't miss fabulous
audience giveaways!

FEBRUARY 14-18, 2024

SEATTLE CONVENTION CENTER

GARDENSHOW.COM

BUY TICKETS EARLY & SAVE $5! ¢y

| # FIRST
CQESC}% a€5  Masnakes Mﬁc.m muTaL B o0

TOPBOILE NG,
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BY SHARON CUMBERLAND
SGN CONTRIBUTING WRITER

PACIFIC NORTHWEST BALLET PRINCIPAL DANCERS ANGELICA GENEROSA AND JONATHAN BATISTA IN KENT STOWELLS SWAN LAKE - PHOTO BY ANGELA STERLING
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(L-R) PACIFIC NORTHWEST BALLET COMPANY DANCERS MALENA ANI, YUKI TAKAHASHI, MADISON RAYN ABEO, AND CLARA RUF MALDONADO IN KENT STOWELL'S SWAN LAKE

Pacific Northwest Ballet

Kent Stowell’s Swan Lake

Music by Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky
MecCaw Hall

February 3, 2024

The last time Pacific Northwest Ballet
staged Swan Lake was two years ago — of
course, there was a pandemic... But now
that the danger has abated, we're delighted
by its return, so we can return to McCaw
Hall to see this great dream of dance, story,
and music.

The opening night on February 3 was as
beautiful and exciting as ever, with many
new dancers joining our company favor-
ites. The house was packed with an excited
and appreciative audience.

Composer Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky’s
music is familiar to most of us as orchestral
pieces, but until you see the ballet it was writ-
ten for, you haven't experienced the total
magic of the maestro’s work. Choreogra-
pher Kent Stowell built dances on the origi-
nal foundation of the first choreographer,
Maurice Petipa, who commissioned Tchai-
kovsky’s dance music down to the last mea-
sure in service of the story he envisioned.

Set in an imaginary kingdom — bril-
liantly evoked by Paul Tazewell’s fabulous
costumes and Ming Cho Lee’s cleverly
classical sets — Swan Lake is the tale of
an evil sorcerer who turns a princess and
her ladies into swans condemned to wan-
deruntil they are released by true love. The
story includes an army of courtiers, brides,
swans, and supporting players, including
a jester (Kuu Sakuragi), whose twinkling,
airborne dances are delightful.

In Act 1 of this tale of love and loss, we
see the handsome Prince Siegfried (Jona-
thon Batista) at his coming-of-age birthday
party. The elegant Queen Mother (Lily
Wills) insists that he choose a wife from
among the princesses she has invited, but
Siegfried just wants to do is go hunting
with his courtier buddies.

While doing that, he sees a flock of
swans land on a lake and turn into beau-
tiful women, led by Princess Odette
(Angelica Generosa). Since this is a fairy
tale, he falls instantly in love with her
and proposes, but he is warned away by
a wicked sorcerer (Otto Neubert). In the
next three acts, the prince and the swans
search for each other, are thwarted by an
imitation princess (Generosa as the black
swan, Odile), and are ultimately parted as

- PHOTO BY ANGELA STERLING

PACIFIC NORTHWEST BALLET PRINCIPAL DANCERS ANGELICA GENEROSA AND JONATHAN BATISTA IN KENT STOWELLS SWAN LAKE
- PHOTO BY ANGELA STERLING

the flock is compelled to fly away, leav-
ing Siegfried heartbroken. Woven through
this tragic fantasy are dance after dance of
dramatic and beautiful expressions of love,
optimism, and despair.

The most famous moments come at the
entrance of 24 swans hopping and flutter-
ing in sinuous curves, wearing white cos-
tumes that cleverly express the presence
of wings. Later, in the dance of the cyg-
nets, four young women face the audience,
holding hands lattice-style, and execute
two minutes of the most precise dancing
imaginable, including 16 consecutive pas
de chats, crossing ankles while airborne as
they move sideways across the stage.

Madison Rayn Abeo, Malena Ani,
Clara Ruf Maldonado, and Yuki Taka-
hashi did a wonderful job in this iconic
piece, which often heralds the emergence

of future stars. Case in point: in the 2015
PNB production, one of the little cygnets
was Angelica Generosa, who danced this
evening’s star turn as Odette/Odile. Like-
wise, this current revival of Swan Lake is
a showcase for a new generation of PNB
dancers.

Going to the Pacific Northwest Bal-
let in Seattle is a lot more casual and fun
than in other cities with major dance com-
panies. The audiences are dressed both up
and down — from flowing gowns to tat-
tered jeans — and they come in all ages,
from toddlers with booster seats to elders
with walking sticks. The lobby and prom-
enades of McCaw Hall are full of attendees
who represent a wide range of races and
nationalities, and PNB’s company of danc-
ers have come to reflect that variety them-
selves. On opening night, the audience saw

much more variation: curvy figures; flow-
ing, braided, and knotted hair; tall dancers;
short dancers; and a broad range of ages
and origins.

How refreshing to see dancers who look
more like us, no matter what we look like.
‘We can imagine ourselves transported into
that magical world more easily.

1 also appreciated Stowell’s choreog-
raphy for very young dancers — pages
following the Queen, an Indian princess
with four smiling attendants, a ceremo-
nial poesy of little girls in flowing white
dresses.

Don’t miss this wonderful ballet at
McCaw Hall through February 11, 2024.
Tickets are at https://www.pnb.org.
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RUBYFRUIT JUNGLE
Rita Mae Brown

© 2015 Bantam Books
©1973 Rita Mae Brown
$18.00

240 pages

Content warning: Pedophilia, incest,
sexual assault, homophobia, racism

Some books are masters of a shocking
twist. You turn the page and your jaw drops
as you're absolutely floored by a plot turn
out of nowhere.

That moment came when I finished the
last sentence of Rubyfruit Jungle, turned
the page, and found out that this Rita Mae

boundary-pushing, semi-autobiographical
Lesbian drama — was also that Rita Mae
Brown, author of Mrs. Murphy’s cozy mur-
der mysteries, whose titles feature cat puns
like Murder She Meowed. Her cat, Sneaky
Pie Brown, is her co-author, and he signs
off his prologue with a paw print.

Truly, as that one Gay poet said, we con-
tain multitudes.

Rubyfruit Jungle came to my atten-
tion after watching The Incredibly True
Adventure of Two Girls in Love. The love
interest’s homophobic friends read it aloud
while cruising in their convertible, and it
convinces them to not hate the Gays. A Gay
evangelism book whose title is a vagina
euphemism? Such a book deserved investi-
gation.

After reading it, I can confirm that this
is absolutely not the book to give to any-
one who hates Gays — and probably not
to most people who like Gays, either. It fol-
lows the 1970s instant-bestseller pattern.
That is, take a protagonist with a margin-
alized identity, mix in sex and violence,
sprinkle liberally with incest, and laugh all
the way to the bank.

Rubyfruit Jungle closely parallels the
author’s early life. Molly, the stand-in pro-
tagonist, like Brown herself, was born poor
and adopted. Her mother often screams
at her and disparages her bastard identity.
Molly sleeps with her cousin but otherwise
attempts to eschew redneck stereotypes.
She’s brilliant, funny, and charismatic, and
becomes the class president before get-
ting a full-ride scholarship to University of
Florida.

The story then closely follows many a
Lesbian pulp. She sleeps with her room-
mate, gets institutionalized, is thrown out
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of her sorority, and hightails it to New
York, where she hopes to find her future in
Greenwich Village.

This period is sprinkled liberally with
her conquests. An older actress tries to turn
her into a kept woman, which she refuses.
She falls in lust with a married professor,
Polina, and Molly forces their first sexual
encounter using the “Baby, It’s Cold Out-
side” defense that women aren’t allowed to
say yes, and therefore shouldn’t be listened
to when they say no. In a bid to get closer
to this professor, she also sleeps with both
Polina’s gingivitis-afflicted affair partner
and her 16-year-old daughter. Yeah. Not
exactly a fun summer convertible read.

In addition to being a monster, Molly
has an interesting relationship to labels.
In the introduction, Brown goes on a long
rant about how they are useless. However,
Molly, whenever she’s asked, proudly
declares hersell a Lesbian and is hurt by
a woman who refuses to admit she is too.
‘When Molly is told she is Queer, however,
she bemoans that everyone has to be stuck
in a box. This wrestling is an understand-
able reaction to the way labels have been
used against her. From when she was little,
she understood she was a bastard and that it
was a terrible thing to be. When she grows
older, she views herself as a redneck and is
determined to “overcome” it by learning to
speak and dress as she sees wealthier stu-
dents do.

Even when she is confident that she is
Gay, which she knows from a young age,
she passes as straight and does not disclose
that she is a Lesbian unless she’s asked
(typically by a straight woman she’s about
to sleep with, at which point she declares
it loudly and self-congratulatorily). After
all, to come out at all during this period is
incredibly brave, and she pays for it: she
loses her scholarship, loses friends, and is
shunned by her family.

At the same time, her privilege of being
beautiful, femme, and straight-passing
work in her favor, and she chooses not
to interrogate these advantages. She is,
instead, defensive of them to the extent that
she will critique others who don’t respect
the systems she’s benefited from. For exam-
ple, she despises butches. It’s beyond her
why someone who would choose to ques-
tion sexual norms would also choose to
question gender norms.

So that’s Rubyfruit Jungle. Of Brown's
works, I can’t say it’s the one I recommend
most. But The Purrfect Murder? Sign me up.

RITA MAE BROWN, 1970 - BY DIANA DAVIES COURTESY OF NYPL

THE LANDMARK BESTSELLER BY

RITA MAE BROWN

RUBYFRUIT

_BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF
DOLLEY & VENUS ENVY

IMAGE COURTESY OF BANTAM
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Well, folks, it’s finally February, which
means it’s time to get in the Valentine’s
Day spirit. Whether that means giving into
capitalism, crying, stuffing your face with
candy, or something else, I have the perfect
thing to get you in the spirit, depending on
your current relationship status: movies!

While none of these films take place on
Valentine’s Day, they all share the common
theme of Queer love. Solet’s take a trip on the
love train to see which movie may or may not
match up with your current situation.

Single and discovering your

Queer identity

For those who are single and just dis-
covering your Queer identity, I recommend
watching the 1999 rom-com But I'm a
Cheerleader.

The film follows high school cheer-
leader Megan (Natasha Lyonne), as she is
sent off to a conversion camp by her parents
to cure her lesbianism. The thing is, Megan

thought she was straight — until her family
and friends brought up her fascination with
the female body and love for tofu.

While the film takes place in a conver-
sion camp, it examines homophobia in a
satirical light, and the characters ultimately
find acceptance for themselves. This movie
taught me a lot about accepting my Queer
identity, and hopefully it will for you too!

Just loving your friends

The love between friends is just as
important as that between romantic part-
ners, and it’s time for us to recognize that.
So, for those who are content with loving
friendships, I recommend watching the
2019 comedy/thriller Booksmart.

The movie follows high school seniors
Amy and Molly (Kaitlyn Deaver and Beanie
Feldstein), as they attempt to go to a party

just one time before they graduate. What fol-

lows is a series of hilarious interactions with
their classmales, teachers, and parents.
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Inlove for the first time

Love is intense. Especially when it’s hap-
pening for the very first time. For those who
are in that situation (or are super into Timo-
thée Chalamet), I recommend watching the
2017 romance/drama Call Me by Your Name.

-

In it, 17-year-old Elio (Chalamet), who
is spending his summer with his parents
in a gorgeous rural northern Italian home,
falls for a 24-year-old graduate student
named Oliver (Armie Hammer). The film
focuses on all the intense emotions and

' g

awkward moments that come from experi-
encing romantic love for the firsttime. It's a
beautiful portrayal of something most of us
go through at some point in our lives.

“LILI'Y GERDA”

In an online relationship

or met online

Are you currently in an online relation-
ship? Or did you meet your partner online?
If you answered yes to either or both ques-
tions, you should watch the 2018 rom-com
Love, Simon.

The film follows closeted Gay high
schooler Simon (Nick Robinson) as he
sends anonymous emails to another
unknown Gay boy in his high school. (In
the age of online romance, this is the stan-
dard for some.)

Very taken

For those who are madly in love with
their partners, I recommend the 2016
romantic thriller The Handmaiden.

The film follows the love between Japa-
nese heiress Lady Hideko (Kim Min-hee)
and her Korean maid, Sook-hee (Kim Tae-
ri), in Japanese-occupied Korea. It has
everything you could possibly want from
a thriller: con men, double-crossings, and
enough twists and turns to make you feel
spun up by the end of it all.

Point is, if you're willing to do some
crazy double-crossing to be with your part-
ner, this film is definitely for you.

Learning to love yourself

Inorder to love others, you must first learn
to love yourself. If you're currently in the pro-
cess of gaining self-love, I recommend the
2011 coming-of-age drama Tomboy.

The film follows 10-year-old Laure
(Zoé Héran), who experiments with pre-
senting as a boy when their family moves
to a new town. The bravery Laure shows is
something to admire and aspire to, even at
an older age.

Just looking for some action

No shame here. Sometimes all you
need is a little physical attention, and that’s
totally fine. For those who are just looking
for some action this Valentine’s Day, I rec-
ommend the 2023 comedy Bottoms.

The film follows best friends PI and
Josie (Rachel Sennott and Ayo Edebiri),
who are ready for their first times. They
choose to achieve this goal by creating an
all-female fight club (chaperoned by Mar-
shawn Lynch) to secretly get their crushes
to have sex with them.

It’'s a hilarious film that shows you
exactly how you shouldn’t be trying to have
sex with people.

Hope you enjoy the movie(s)! Happy
Valentine’s Day!
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Bubble Tea Only 4141 University Way NE #103
Mention cade SGM Seattle, WA 28105

Valid untll August 312028

Not combine with any sther affer. @ @bo bau pseattle

No cash valua.

The Seattle Park District has two great funding
programs for community activities!

All of SPR grant programs focus on funding prierity populations,
including people of color, immigrants, refugees, the LGBTQ+ community,
and peoplewith disahbilities.

APPLICATION OPENS
JANUARY 17, 2024

DEADLINE OF APPLICATIONS
FEBRUARY 15, 2024

GET RECREATION
MOYING FOR ALL
SPRFunds4All@seattle.gov
Q‘h Seattle SEATTLE
|I' Parks & Recreation E?HEP,!H!HET
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THE CROCODILE & MONDAY MOURNING
i PRESENT

i
R
A QUEER ICONS PARTY
THE 1970°s * 1980's % 1990's * AND EARLY 2000's

HOSTED BY DRAG ENTERTAINERS
MONDAY MOURNING ANITA SPRITZER
DJ KYLIE MOONCAKES
BABY VAN BEEZLY ROWAN RUTHLESS

\E LOU'S AT THE CROCOI

FRIDAY, MARCH 1ST AT 10PM * 2505 15T AVE SEATTLE, WA 98101

GO-GOs
DANNY LENNON
FEMME DADDY

CATHARINE R STIMPSON ~ DIRECTLD BY GRETA SCHILLLR [LUABLTH WOOD
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“LOVE LETTERS"=

WORLD HLM PREMIERE & PANEL DISCUSSION

On living authentically, loving unapologetically,
and fighting far fundamental human rights

MARCH 8, WWU PAC [E=

2024 MAINSTAGE
@ 7:30 P.M, | BELLINGHAM, WA.

Register for free tickets at
WWU PAC box office, AAJEQ,
For Disability accommaodation,
please contact
Ruth.Sresle@wwu.edu

(360) 650-7747
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BANBURY CROSS & SALLY MARVEL

NOX FALLS, CASSIDY COPPERHEAD, TSARINA HELLFIRE, & SYDMNI DEVERAUX
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sonal Lubric:

C
Personal Lubricant
water-based  glycerin-free

Everett/Marysville
Love Zone
Lakewood/Bremerton
Elmo’s Books
Kenmore
Ostrom's Drugs

Olympia
Olympia Food Co-op
Monros
Lovers.Naughty or Nice
Tacoma
Rankos’ Pharmaty

For more retailers or toorder:
www.slipperystuff.com
or 800-759-7883

Online only 15% Discount code: SGN15
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