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BY DANIEL LINDSLEY
SGN CONTRIBUTING WRITER

It was on a sunny afternoon in late April
that I encountered Black & Pink (BAP), in
the form of a binder of letter-writing guide-
lines, on a table at an anarchist ‘zine event.
A few cards were laid out beside the binder,
scrawled with short messages of support.

Matching up pen pals in different countries
isn’t unheard of among charities; it serves to
build a more personal relationship between
donors and those in need. But the cards at that
table were headed for a place in some ways
more distant than anywhere across the ocean:
a prison in Washington state.

Anyone who has had a friend or relative
in the prison system likely knows what it’s
like trying to get in touch. Phone calls are
time limited, and what emails are available
require the purchase of “digital stamps,” to
say nothing of in-person visits. It’s inconve-
nient and often frustrating, but forthose on
the inside, it’s a source of constant isolation
from needed support.

A local BAP rep was outside the gal-
lery, sitting in a folding chair with a signup
sheet. We spoke briefly at the time, but over
this Juneteenth weekend, I gave them a call
tolearn more.

“Black & Pink is about addressing the
violence of prisons in our society,” Scout
said, “with a focus on how it affects Queer
and Trans people, and people living with
HIV/AIDS.™ Scout asked to include their
first name only, and uses “they” pronouns.

Methods and activities differ depending
onthe chapter, but they all share afew things
incommon: they match people on the inside
with pen pals on the outside, and they col-
lectively produce a newsletter that includes
art, writing, and other inmate perspectives.

Tn 2015, BAP used its newsletter to field
responses for “Coming Out of Concrete
Closets,” one of the largest and most sweep-
ing surveys of Queer and Trans inmates to
date, and it should be news to no one that
LGBTQ+ inmates have it particularly bad.

Among other things, the survey found that
a majority of Queer, Trans, and HIV-positive
inmates were arrested as minors, most before
they completed high school, and most of their
sentences were much longer on average than
the general population’s. They were also over-
represented in high-security prisons.

Overall, Scout said, BAP intends to “con-
nect Queer and Trans people with networks
of support and community,” which is pre-
cisely what prisons take away.

Connections on the outside can grant
access to material resources, like hygiene
products, books, and after release, gender-
affirming clothes and housing. But Scout
emphasized that BAP doesn’'t use the stan-
dard “top-down” charity model, in which
distant patrons get a tote bag and a sense of
accomplishment for sending food or money.
The strength of BAP’ pen pal program lies
in forming lasting and “unexpected friend-
ships,” as Scout put it.

ships’

Nonprofit Black & Pink cbhnects
Queers in confinement with needed support

I S i

“It’s like a politicized version of a Queer
relationship,” Scout said. “That’s how a lot
of Queer relationships start, in an unex-
pected way.”

BAP’s “solidarity model” also means
they listen to inmates about their needs, and
let those needs inform their responses. The
guidelines I mentioned earlier, established
soon after Scout joined the organization
in 2018, are a part of that goal. They make
it clear to participants that signing up is a
commitment.

“We'd match people with someone, and
they'd never follow up.” Scout said, which

was disappointing for the inmates involved,
and a waste of everyone’s time. The guide-
lines also stress the importance of people
onthe outside setting realistic expectations,
and not overpromising just to underdeliver.

Another key advantage of the pen pal
program is its boost to public awareness of
prison conditions, so participants can take
informed political action for reform.

Although not all the matches work out,
feedback about the program so far has been
positive. Pen pals attending BAP meet-
ings have expressed their appreciation and
shared their experiences.

lack & Pink

Recently, of course, the pandemic has
made meetings like that — and keeping up
with communication in general — far more
difficult. But the organization has persisted,
keeping around 75 pen pal pairs connected
monthly, by Scout’s ballpark estimate. That’s
75 more people with a lifeline to the outside
world, and there are plenty more in need.

To learn more about Seattle’s chapter
of Black & Pink, visit https://www.
blackandpink.orgichaptersiseattlel, or find
its table at this year's Trans Pride Seattle
on September 2.
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artist Megan Burns talks radical body autonomy

BY LINDSEY ANDERSON
SGN'CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Tattoos have become as much a staple
of Pacific Northwest culture as coffee
and hiking, and nobody knows that bet-
ter than PN'W transplant Megan Burns, a
self-tau ght tattoo artist who specializes in
stick-and-poke designs. They have been tat-
tooing in Seattle for a year, and are looking
forward to starting a full-time position at
their studio, To the West, in Ballard.

For Burns, tattooing started as a COVID
hobby but quickly became a way of life. “1
did my first tattoo on myself in November
2019. I slowly started building from there,”
they said. “During COVID, my best friend
got into stick-and-poke. They live on the
other side of the country. For my birthday,
they sent me a mini kit made out of the sup-
plies they had gathered.”

The first tattoo they did was on themself,
as a way to reclaim parts of their body they
felt detached from. “T did my first tattoo
about six months into my sobriety from alco-
hol,” they said. “I was looking at my knees,
and they were super scarred from falling

whenTused to drink. So, I decided I wanted
to change that part about myself that made
me feel insecure. So I tattooed a little heart
under my knee where I had scars before, and
then felt a lot of power around that, because
I had reclaimed that part of my body.

“Then it was just off to the races from
there”

A fresh start

Tattoos have given Burns a renewed
sense of self-determination and a fresh
start. “The words that come to me first
when T think about tattooing is autonomy,
ownership, and self-empowerment,” they
said. “As atattoo receiver, every time I've
gotten a new piece of artwork, I've felt
more like myself.

“So, being somebody who can provide
that service to others by helping bring them
closer to their most authentic self through
body art, body autonomy, and self-expres-
sion — that’s just so exciting to me. It’s just
a very powerful art form.”

Burns began to get into tattoos after mov-
ing to the Pacific Northwest from Charlot-
tesville, North Carolina, in 2017. “T moved
to get out of the South,” they said. “I had
been living in North Carolina my whole
life. I'd gone to middle, high school, col-
lege, everything there, and I felt like my
growth opportunity had hit a wall.”

They discovered their love for the Pacific
Northwest in an unlikely place. “T wanted
something new, and I had been honestly
watching the show Portlandia. It [made]
the Pacific Northwest look funny, but also
Twas laughing at myself, like I saw myself
reflected [in] this like Pacific Northwest
culture,” Burns said with alangh.

Seattle wasn’t their first choice when
looking to leap across the country. “I
looked at Portland, but it didn’t catch. It
wasn't as good as I was expecting. And then
Tlooked at Seattle, and I was like, that’s the
city I'm interested in. I was going to come
out here sight unseen, but my mom was
like, ‘Let’s take a trip,” and sothat’s where I

Photo by Isabella Sofia

got to see the first Seattle Gay News on that
trip, and a few months later, I was on the
road with my dad, just hauling all my stuff
and my dog out here,” they said.

Seeing the way LGBTQ+ culture is cel-
cbrated in Seattle inspired Burns to plant
roots in an environment they knew they
could grow in.

“I love the encouragement within the
[LGBTQ] community for people to keep
exploring themselves. The idea of what
queerness is here is so much vaster than
what it was in the South. There’s just this
encouragement to become your most
authentic Queer self — through tattooing,
getting haircuts, style, and fashion. I'm
constantly inspired by other Queer people
walking around the city and just getting
to see people be Queer — proudly, vis-
ibly Queer — and just getting to make eye
contact with each other and nod. It’s such
a good encouraging feeling to continue to
find your most authentic self,” they said.

see TATTOO page 15
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TATTOO

continued from page 10

Planting roots in Seattle not only meant
exploring queerness and community but
also exploring the beauty of the region.
“I love the outdoors. I think it’s just a gor-
geous place right now. I mean, all the time
it’s a gorgeous area to be in, and honestly, I
am loving this late-spring rain, because it’s
just making the forests so happy right now,”
they gushed.

“T love the general vibe out here. Every-
body’s doing their thing, making commu-
nity, going outside, drinking coffee, smok-
ing pot... I love the energy out here.”

Some places Burns has fallen in love with
around Seattle are Discovery and Carkeek
Parks. “Tlove that it’s like you’re in the city,
but you don't feel like you're in the city at
all,” they said. “You get complete access to
nature, but still in the city.

“T also love being on the water. I love
going out on my paddleboard on Lake
Union, especially at this time of year, and
getting to see the city and see the moun-
tains and the sky. It’s just so much fun.”

Tattoos and queerness

It was Burns’ love for the beauty of the
Pacific Northwest that got them back into
tattoos after moving out west. Before mov-
ing to Seattle, they got their first tattoo on
their ribcage and said the experience was
not sublime.

“I did not have the best experience under
the artist’s hands, and it kind of put me ina
weird mindset about tattoos for about six or
seven years,” they admitted.

“Then I moved here to Seattle, and I got my
second tattoo,” they said. “Tt was Mt. Rainier
for Seattle and dogwood flowers, which are
the state flower of North Carolina.”

They decided to take the plunge and try
tattoos again. They found an artist out of
Fremont, Christina Wolf, and sent their
design to her. “T loved her style, and I sent
her a sketch and went in. She ended up being
nine months’ pregnant at the time and had
amazing customer care and communication
throughout the whole thing. T was so excited
to be in this very safe-feeling environment,

and it was sort of like this divine femininity,
being tattooed by a pregnant person like that
was super cool, and so that helped reclaim
the idea of getting tattoos for me.”

After their positive experience with their
second tattoo, Burns decided to try the
art on their own. They quickly realized
that tattooing could be an effective way to
reclaim parts of their body that made them
feel dysphoric.

“Personally, getting tattoos has been
very affirming to my nonbinary gender.
T've been able to take ownership of my
body in ways that maybe I didn’t feel like
T had before tattooing them,” Burns said.
“I have gender-expansive clients that have
said similar things, that getting tattoos has
made them feel more like themselves, made
them feel more masculine, more feminine.
T've been able to commemorate Trans
milestones with people, myself included,
through tattooing, and that's very exciting
and affirming for me and the client. I think
queerness and tattooing, the communities
are very involved with each other.”

“When my body was less tattooed, I felt
very feminine,” they continued. “By put-
ting artwork on it of some very neutral
imagery and some very masculine imag-
ery, it’s helped neutralize my body in ways
I didn’t anticipate. Having more texture to
my body and gruffto it has helped make me
feel more neutral in it

To Burns, queerness, like tattoos, is about
authenticity and displaying your true self.
They see the two communities often over-
lapping because of shared sentiments.
“I think Queer means being authentic. It
means being the person you are without
being ashamed of it.” they said.

“ feel like queer comes in with a radi-
cal feel to it, like there’s the Gay commu-
nity and then there’s the Queer community,
and the Queer community feels a lot more
radical. Choosing your way of living life,
whether that means loving who you love,
how you express yourself, how you form
relationships, you're doing it for yourself
and the people that are in your sphere. Not
just like what you've been told to do or
expected to do in society. It’s just like build-
ing your way of being a Queer person.”

So if queerness and tattoos are about

—

choosing to present yourself to the world
in your way and taking ownership over
your life, then Burns’ journey of tattooing
is intertwined with their Queer journey,
both of which helped them learn tolet go of
some of society’s expectations.

Radical body autonomy

“When it came to me starting to get tat-
toos myself, one thing that I kept in mind
was that we’re going to go through this
world, and we're going to get marks on our
bodies that we never asked for. Thats going
to be from the sun, that’s going to be from
accidents, that’s going to be from surger-
ies,” Burns said.

“We're going to collect changes on our
body and marks on our body... Why not
have a little bit of ownership in those? Why
not choose to have certain marks on your
body? That’s one way that I felt more com-
fortable and more powerful in getting tat-
toos, because our bodies change constantly.
‘We're so lucky if we get to see our tattoos
age with us, so why not just embrace it if it's
something that you feel is right for you?”

Queerness and tattoos also align them-
selves in a counterculture — one that has
become more accepted and mainstream in
areas of the Pacific Northwest like Seattle
and Portland. T think we go through this
world, and we have all these expectations,
and tattoos are now... a bit more main-
stream, but still they're counterculture.
You're wearing this artwork on your body,
on your skin,” Burns said.

They also acknowledged that tattoos are
not for everybody. But for anyone on the fence
about getting their first tattoo, Burns said,
“Definitely do it for you. Whatever it is that
you're wanting to do to get atattoo, makesure
you're doing it 100% for yourself and not let-
ting the influences of other people go into it.”

“And, while getting a tattoo is a big deal,
it’s also not abig deal,” they added. Over the
years, Burns’ tattoos have become less mean-
ingful and more fun. “I had some meaning for
the first tattoos, and then I slowly went down-
hill with meaning. Now they don’t have to
have meaning to me,” they said.

“The first tattoo T gave myself was that
little heart, and then I gave myself a cara-
biner, because I was, at the time, a woman

Photo by Isabella Sofia

who liked women, and so it was like ...a
Queer flagging tattoo,” they said.

“Then I gave myself a paddle for paddle-
boarding, because when T was in North
Carolina, I was really into white water raft-
ing,” they continued. “During the white
water rafting triaging sessions [that] you
have to do before each tour down the river,
they would tell you that you have to be an
active participant in your rescue, because
you need to be doing your work for other
people to be able to help you. T was like
oh, that’s like my new life motto for hav-
ing agency over yourself. SoI gave myself a
paddle for that sort of meaning.

“Then a pigeon, because I like pigeons,
and a tattoo from my favorite album. Then
I started trading more recently and getting
more pieces from some of my friends’ art-
work and their style. So, T got a butterfly
from my studio mate Sierra, and I have a
horseshoe from another Queer tattoo artist
I met down in LA. T have a big tiger on my
tummy. Ive got about 20 now. It’s fun.”

Tattooing full-time

Burns will be tattooing full-time starting
in August. While they are willing to tattoo
just about anything, some of their favorite
designs are pet portraits and flowers. They
alsolove to do custom designs. “1 like doing
custom tattoos, because it’s giving me
prompts of new things to draw that I might
not have drawn on my own,” they said.

The only thing Burns will not tattoo is
culturally significant designs. “T'm a white
tattoo artist, and I'm not going to be tat-
tooing somebody else’s culture. That’s not
for me to do. There are plenty of talented
artists in Seattle and beyond, [so] there’s
always the right artist for the right tattoo,
and sometimes I'm not the right artist for
that tattoo. If it’s not my culture, it’s not my
place to tattoo it or to profit off it, or appro-
priate it in any way,” they said.

If you are thinking of starting your tattoo
journey, looking for a way to express your
authenticity, or hoping to commemorate a
beloved pet in permanent ink, take a hike
down to To the West, where Burns will be
celebrating their love of the PNW, one tat-
too at atime.
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L

f.*-u‘

Tl!e American Circus “ran- mam.g tastic!
with the heart of a Rodkioll
Broadway Show™ bt |

SHOWTIMES

1 8 8 8 8 UNIA
V|

There are no animals in our Circus

I TALIAN CAFE

WE GET TO 206.322.3677
1425 31st Ave S, Seattle, WA 98144
CA RR Y EA c H O THER. thatsamoreseattle.com
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ClvVvIic THEATRE
2022/2023

Another season filled with love, laughter, and growth with a twist

Avenue Q by Robert Lopez and leff Marks (September 23™ — Oct 8", 2022)
Humbug by John Wooten (Dec 2" - 17", 2022)

A Day in Hollywood A Night in Ukraine Book and Lyrics by Dick Vosburgh Music by
Frank Lazarus (Feb 17" — March 4™, 2023)

Thumbs by Rupert Holmes (April 14™ — 29", 2023)
Rent Book music and Lyrics by Johnathan Larson (June 9™ - 24™, 2023)

For season Tickets go to rentoncivictheatre.org

Wbatever band you re boldmg
We Dave Ghe Ring For Qou’

L 4

BEST &+ o (253) 941-3131

FEDERAL WAY 1200 S. 324th St., #6
Best Custom Federal Way
Design Studio B ) .
B+ e Shuth Bl Tues.-Fri. 10 am - 6 pm;

Sat. 10 am-4 pm

jeffreysjewelrydesign.com JEWELRY DESIGN STUDIO

18 SGN JUNE 24, 2022 CELEBRATING 48 YEARS!




Model Min ority: Pride Edit
laughs

BY LINDSEY ANDERSON
SGN CONTRIBUTING WRITER

An enthusiastic crowd gathered at the
Royal Room on Tuesday night, June 14,
to enjoy another installment of Nam Nam
Production’s all-Asian comedy showcase
Model Minority. This show was extra spe-
cial, as it was the Pride edition, featuring

the best LGBTQ+ Asian comedians in
Seattle.

The highly anticipated show sold out
almost a week earlier. Ticket prices r'tm,ed
from $20 for Queer BIPOC people
white LGBTQ+ people,
$50 for white men dating Asian women.
The Royal Room was packed tightly, wi
people grabbing seats anywhere the

“It’s nice to know that there were real
professional musicians here last night, and
today I'm up here telling butt jokes,” noted
comedian Joe Yan when he took to the
stage.

Despite Yan's underselling his talents,
all the performers of the night were incred-
ible. The jokes were delivered with perfect
timing and included many nods to both
LGBTQ+ and Asian American culture that
members of the audience picked up on.

The show started with a well-polished
set from host Juno Men, who shared hilari-
ous and heartfelt stories about her experi-
ences coming out as Trans to her mother
and grandmother. The crowd was in awe
of Men’s comedic story-telling ability and
held on to every word. By the time she fin-
ished, everyone was warmed up and ready
tolau trh at the night’s tE'mI red performers.

Next to the
Seattle’s comedy scene. His observational
humor was so witty and dry that audience
members scrambled to chug their drinks,
only to hold back spit takes moments later
when Yan delivered his wry punchlines.
His jokes about the specific pitfalls of d:
ing as a short man in Seattle resonated with
some members of the crowd, who let out
guttural laughs.

VISIT US ONLINE SGN.ORG
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Budding comedy star Rohini, who said
she “stumbled onto comedy while pro-
cessing COVID,” came next. Back on the
scene with fresh material and observations
about world geography, Rohini had fans
both laughing and thinking with her smart
humor. Her patient and confident deliv
ery punctuated everything she said with
hilarious honesty. Rohini also showed off
her physical comedy skills, delighting the
crowd witha demonstration of how her ass-
hole aided in her generational healing.

The final comedian of the night was the
producer and headliner Stephanie Nam, who
had prepared pages of new material for the
special show. Before starting her set, Nam
thanked the audience for making Model
Minority: Pride Edition possible. She said
she set out to create the show as a safe space
for underrepresented people in the comedy

scene and was proud to have found friend-
ship and community along the way.

Nam’s set resonated with the audience
in ways few comedians ever do. Members
of the crowd were laughing and nudging
friends, as if each of Nam’s bits was an
inside joke between them. She began by
doing an “Asian name roll-call,” sparl\mg
chuckles and recognition from those in
attendance whose names she had predicted.

Nam also took bre during her set to
bring in her alter ego: Stevie. Unlike Nam,
who delivered her jokes with an awkward
charm, Stevie held the mic as if they owned
it, and serenaded the audience with their
raspy renditions of original music, includ-
ing an ode to Adderall and “Cry Me a
River” spoof: “Squirt Me a River.” The
audience was mesmerized by Stevie, hoot-
ing and applauding each song break.

JUNE 24, 2022

Photos by Captured with Seoul

Nam returned to the stage to finish her set
with some classic dad jokes and her well-
known Dan jokes. She discussed the plague
of white men dating Asian women and even
performed a faux maid-of-honor speech
she was preparing for her sister's wedding
toa white dude. The fans loved it.

As the night wrapped up, audience mem-
bers scurried tothe back of the room to buy
Nam exclu merch and gain a glimpse
of the show stars. Lau ghter echoed out into
the cold Seattle night from inside the Royal
Room, 1 afterthe show closed.

Not only did Model Minority: Pride Edi-
tion give Seattle’s Queer Asian community
an environment to laugh in and at the world,
but it also provided a space to feel sate and
seen, and to get to know each other.
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DIPLO < CHARLI X[:)(*JAI WOLF
TORD Y MOI - 100 GECS  REMI WOLF

DANNY BROWN FLO MILLI TOKIMONSTA
BEACH BUNNY - DUCKWRTH - THE BETHS

EVAN GlIA - CHET PORTER < CANNONS
SUDAN ARCHIVES * MANILA KILLA = IDK * TKAY MAIDIA
MEMBA = MAGDALENA BAY = KENNY MASON « ELA MINUS
CHLOE MORIONDD < LIZZY McALPINE « ENUMCLAW * MICHELLE
IAN SWEET « BOYISH » DEMPSEY HOPE » THE BLACK TONES
ARCHIE = BREAKS san SWELLS * THE MOSS = THE GRIZZLED MIGHTY
TEZATALKS = BRENT AMAKER so THE RODED = LiVr

ALL STAR OPERA = RUDY = LA FONDA = LINDA FROM WORK = JANG
CLAUDINE MAGBAB < BIBLIOTEKA = ARIANA DEBOD  AMONG AUTHORS - TINSLEY
ERIK WALTERS » JULIETTE « LOVELY COLOURS - JUSMONI + TODD ACK JR.
KING YOUNGBLODD = SMALL PAUL = LAURELI = JOZA = JANE DON'T G FRIENDS + SEA LEMON
MOTUS * BAVE SHAMAE = RELL BE FREE + HHERB [LIVE SET) « CHINESE AMERICAN BEAR
HALLEY“'GREG - PINK BOR - ALLA - SEICAI - 600D JOB - OH WY EYES

(206) 632-2240

Whatever you do in bed,
we support it.

Happy Pride!

SeattleMattress.Net
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Check out what we have in store by
visiting our live online menu at

menu.remedytulalip.com

This produce has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. Marijuana can impair concentration,
coordination, and judgment. Do not operate 4 vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug.
There may be health risks aszociated with consumption of this product. For use only by adults
twenty-one {23+] and older. Keep out of the reach of children

Be Authentic
Be Bold
Be YOU

Organic, fair trade hair removal services for Every-BODY

SugarPlum.com

CELEBRATING 48 YEAR

9226 34" Ave NE r) Instagram:
i Tulalip, WA 98271 @remedytulalipcannabis

S!




. Babeland

get 10% off your order
with code SGN10

in-store and cnline - some exclusions apply

www.snohd.org/
covidvaccine

BARE BUNS FUN RUN WEST!
J9TH ANNUAL CLOTHENG-OPTEONAL 5K FUN RUN/WALK

After two years of being on the shelf, Bare Buns Fun Run West is back!

;r:gﬁ; m'?jli'lsr:tpaalr: # Once again, you are challenged to be tough and beat the mountain in the

...Issaquah, WA, since 1945 buffl And, once again, we will be benefitting cancer research in the process.

Bal'e Bun"”w The tradition resumes on July 10th! The unforgettable, clothing-optional,
- - E all-ages, all-abilities 5K run up and down Tiger Mountain will begin at 10:30

a.m.; packet pickup begins at 830 a.m. Registration costs just $25 until June

Fun Run S 19th and $35 June 20th through race day. Day-of-race registration will be $40.
T $2 from every entry will be donated to cancer research. There will be food

trucks and snacks, raffle prizes, and music and good times for all. After the
race, stick around to enjoy the sun, pool, sauna, and hot tubs!

If you've been before, you know it's a blast.
If you're new here, you're in for a great time!
Register at: databarevents.com/bbfr FOOD! &g, friends
1
MUS‘C' come alonet
pOOL‘- Families

CLOTHES! welorg

i | % B LGGISTRATION INCLUDES FREE ON-SITE YENY CAMPING!
v * i 24050 SE 127th St, Issaguah, Wa 98027
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A NEW ADULT TIME ALL-INCLUSIVE STUDIO

VIODERNZDAY SINS

¥

WWW.MODERNDAYSINS.COM

www.doghouseleathers.com
a¥ 715 E Pike St, Seattle, WA 98122 :
206) 257-0231

JUNE 24, 2022 CELEBRATING 48 YEARS!
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| ®'s Pride
vionth activations.




