ISSUE 26 1 CELEBRATING
VOLUME 49 " 47 YEARS
FRIDAY A \4 IN

JUNE 25, 2021 A PRINT

N

by GS Matencio aka Gaysha Starr
SGN Contributing Writer

ungin my
yegun present

Photo by Nate Gowdy
Styling by Kara Sutra




DURING THE MONTH OF JUNE, SAY “PRIDE" DURING CHECKOUT
AT ANY HAVE A HEART AND GET 10% OFF YOUR ORDER.

O HaveaHeart




portage bay

LOCAL. ORGANIC. SUSTAINABLE.

1 portage ba;\

INnCAl ARGANIC SUSTAINABLE

Proud because we give a damn.

south lake union ¢ roosevelt ¢ ballard ¢ 65th

reservations & menus
www.portagebaycafe.com

Visit us online www.sgn.org June 25, 2021 SGN 3



Mone,.’ at Etretat made possible by

Lead Sponsors Major Sponsor Generous Support
Robert Lehman Foundation Christie’s

. i SN >, d Contributors to the SAM Fond

Supporting Sponsor

COLRe e S pacificaaw Group s M iE#TTLE

Celebrate summer with outdoor concerts in June, July and August
Chamber music by Brahms, Schubert songs, Bach arias and more
www.whidbeyislandmusicfestival.org

June 25, 2021 Celebrating 47 Years!




PRIDE

continued from cover

Even back then, I knew I was different,
but didn’t know what the terms or words
were. All T knew was I instinctively pre-
ferred to be in the company of girs, and
enjoyed reading and playing with dolls. I
wondered why I wasn't a girl and wished
with all my heart I could be. I remember
wanting the lavender Members Only jacket
that all the popular girls had, and to be both
on the dance team and cheer squad. None
of those dreams cametrue.

A few months after coming out as Gay
in January of 1993, I started doing drag as
a way to express my femininity and began
to create an identity for myself. Since find-
ing the courage to come out as Trans, first
to myself and then to the people in my life,
starting about ten years ago, transitioning
has had some high highs and some low lows.
T don’t know where I will go from here, and
Iwill be curious to see, with God's blessing,
what it will be like to read this series next
year, when we celebrate a more traditional
Pride and I am 50 years old.

Hate crimes on therise

One thing that is certain is the increase
in hate crimes against Transgender or gen-
der-nonconforming people. According to
the Human Rights Campaign, at press time,
there have been at least 29 killings in this
community, but there may have been two
more and maybe others, as some stories
may have gone unreported or misreported,
and some people’s gender could have been
misreported. That is already 66% of the 44
total reported last year.

Please say their names in a moment
of respect for our Trans brothers and sis-
ters that have already lost their lives this
year: Tyianna Alexander, Samuel Edmund
Damian Valentin, Biana “Muffin” Bankz,
Dominique Jackson, Fifty Bandz, Alexus
Braxton, Chyna Carrillo, Jeffrey “IJ”
Bright, Jasmine Cannady, Jenna Franks,
Diamond Kyree Sanders, Rayanna Pardo,
Jaida Peterson, Aidelen Evans, Dominique
Lucious, Remy Fennell, Tiara Banks, Nata-
lia Smut, Iris Santos, Tiffany Thomas, Keri
Washington, Jahaira De Alto, Whispering
‘Wind Bear Spirit, Sophie Vasquez, Danika
“Danny” Henson, Serenity Hollis, Oliver
“Ollie” Taylor, Thomas Hardin, Haven A
Bailey, Poe Black, and EJ Boykin.

This is just in the US. Worldwide last
year, there were at least 350 deaths of
Transgender people that resulted from hate
crimes, according to www.transrespect.
org, with the largest percentage of victims
(82%) being in South America.

To be targeted for your gender or gen-
der expression is still a sad reality, espe-
cially intoday’s civic moment. Every day in
my community, when one of us leaves our
home we must think about personal safety,
regardless if we are going to work, school,
or just about our day. While some of us
have cars, many of us rely on public trans-
portation, which may put us in even more
vulnerable positions.

We must worry about “passing” and try-
ing not to provoke anyone as we just try to
lead our lives as our authentic selves. We
endure judgmental or mocking words, looks,
and facial expressions. We might not even
see the person who insults us ever again, but
their words will stay with us forever.

Some of us make impulsive decisions or
have a lapse of judgment just for a moment
of intimacy and connection, which can lead
tounsafe situations or injury, whether phys-
ically or mentally. Some of us are hurt by
a stranger or someone we know, or some-
times we're simply at the wrong place atthe
wrong time.

While I can sometimes take for granted
my ability to either “pass” or project
enough confidence that others don’t bother
me, I still try not to put myself in situations
in which I am alone or in which I know I
cannot defend myself. I often have to be
more aware of who is around me while I
am walking my dog, Nico. Layer on that
the possibility of someone targeting me
because they think I am a cis female and
want to assault me and/or the growing trend
of anti-Asian hate crimes. For months now,
one of my best friends has been insistent
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that T carry mace on me. However, I refuse
to live in fear, and my freedom is some-
thing I will not give up, as I have waited all
my life tobe free.

Trans and nonbinary people are people,
and everyone, regardless of who they are or
how they identify, deserves a fair chance
of living their best lives as their authentic
selves. I hope that we can remember and
honorthat ourtime is here and now, and not
just during Pride, Trans Awareness Week,
or Transgender Remembrance Day.

Lookingtoward the future

WhileI didn’t plan on writing this series
for the Seattle Gay News or hosting sev-
eral virtual corporate events this year, as
the Pride events I normally get booked for
are in person at an office, festival, or night-
club, I am thankful for this opportunity and
excited to reconnect with my writing,

Reading and writing have always been
passions of mine, ever since I hung out at
the Columbia City Public Library reading
Judy Blume books as a kid. I've also always
looked up to Transgender aunthor Janet
Mock, as herbooks and writing and direct-
ing for Pose are things I have thought about
pursuing.

During this writing and editing process,
I have begun to dream again about being a

published writer, sharing the stories of my
life, particularly my drag career and tran-
sition, as I have revisited my journals that
were lying on my glass desk. I now get
excited even when I don’t know what I am
going to say, staring at the blank computer
screen and remembering things I hadn’t
thought about in years or wondering if my
life can help someone with theirs.

I am growing to be the woman I have
always dreamed about. But I hope my
transness will not be the only thing people
know about me but rather just a part of me,
like being Filipinx, a drag queen, a host,
an activist, or a store director, and maybe
even one day a published writer and public
speaker.

T'm hopeful for love and, yes, even heart-
break, as I didn't date in my Gay years. The
one love I thought I did have, I recently
learned the hard way to let go of, as our ages
and life stages would never have worked out
in our favor. But I won't give up, as I still
want to experience those butterflies and to
be 100% myself to someone. I want to know
that side of me, as I have never been vulner-
able or dependent on anyone.

But most importantly I want a best
friend and partner who doesn’t care what
others think of him openly dating a Trans-
gender woman. Instead I hope that he

would only care that T am a good person
and that T will take care of him and treat
him with all the respect and lovel can give.
I may want to even get married.

I want to experience all the things T
never did before. Last month I hiked Lake
22 totally unprepared, but I pushed myself
physically and mentally, and I now know
what I need to do to be better prepared the
next time I hike. I also went wine tasting in
‘Woodinville, and while I drew some looks,
I am beginning to not worry if [ am being
recognized as a Transgender woman, but
rather as a woman who happens to be well
put together and maybe a little taller. I want
to travel as myself to places I have only
dreamed of. I want to maybe even own my
own modest home.

I am hopeful and grateful to have
another chance at life, as some never get an
opportunity to come out and live as their
authentic selves. In light of everything we
have endured this past year, I wish you and
your loved ones the very, very best. We all
deserve it, regardless of how we identify
and whom we love.

Happy Pride!

X0,

GS
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21+ event

CHEERS TO LOVE!

3861G 1st Ave. S
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LGBTQ+:: 4
FOSTER
CARE

CRISIS

by Lindsey Anderson
SGN Contributing Writer

A startling statistic from ChildrensRights.
org found that over 30% of youth in foster
care identify as LGBTQ+ This is stagger-
ing, considering that only 11% of children
outside of foster care identify as such.

While many LGBTQ+ foster kids end up
in the system for reasons similar to those
of heterosexual youth (parental abuse or
neglect), some find themselves cast out of
their homes just because of who they are.

For any foster child, the experience of being
bumped arcund the system and searching for
any sense of normalcy is common, but statis-
tically, LGBTQ+ foster kids are more likely
to experience rapid placement turnaround or
placement in a group home. A 2014 study out
of Los Angeles found that LGBTQ youth in
the foster care system experience on average
6.35 different placements, while the general
foster care population experiences only three
on average.

The statistics don’t lie. Kristpher Sharp,
a former foster child, spent eight years in
the system, “I was told that foster fami-
lies didn’t want a gay kid in their home, so
I grew up in group homes and residential
centers, where I was abused sexually, physi-
cally, and emotionally.”

A New York study found that 78% of
LGBTQ+ youth had mn away from a foster
placement that had shown hostility toward
their gender identity or sexual orientation.
The study also found that 100% of LGBTQ+
youth in group homes experienced verbal
abuse and that 70% reported physical abuse.

‘Washington state
Currently, Washington is one of only 14
states that include sexuality and gender iden-

tity as a part of nondiscrimination laws pro-
tecting foster children, but even so, the state’s
overall foster care system is lacking when it
comes to educating potential foster parents of
theunique experiences of LGBTQ+ youth.

The system is aware of cultural and
social differences in children from differ-
ent racial backgrounds or those with dis-
abilities. It not only works hard to educate
foster parents on these differences but also
provides the information tothe prospective
parents first, asking if they would be com-
fortable or able to care for these children.

However, the system does not currently
educate on topics of sexuality and gender
and does not disclose whether the prospec-
tive foster child is a sexual minority.

Robert Crowley, a former foster parent
and now the adoptive father of three chil-
dren, explained firsthand the lack of infor-
mation for prospective foster parents when
it comes to sexuality. “There’s a lot of work
done on terms of race, culture, religion, all
kinds of those things. But one of the ques-
tions that does not come up for the... par-
ents is, would you be interested in fostering
a child that identifies as gay, lesbian, trans-
gender, nonbinary?”

‘While this lack of transparency when it
comes to sexual and gender identities might
not seem like a major issue on the surface, it
is one of the main reasons LGBTQ+ foster
children encounter such frequent difficul-
ties in finding a permanent placement.

“There are these cases where children are
kicked out of their homes because of their
orientation and then placed into foster care
homes where they are still not accepted,”
Crowley explained. “And these families try
either to convert them or keep them from
going that way, and some have even suffered
abuse in their foster home after being kicked

out of their birth home for abuse.”

Disclosing to potential foster parents that
they may be matched with an LGBTQ+ child
would allow the bigoted ones to opt out of
taking in an LGBTQ+ child, preventing fur-
ther abandonment and displacement in the
child's life.

Foster care crisis

It is no secret that Washington state is
facing a foster care crisis. According to
PartnersForOurChildren.org, Washington
has on average 8,800 children in home care.
The average age of a child in foster care is
just six and a half. Displacement at such a
young age can be traumatic for a child and
wreak havoc ontheir cognitive and emotional
development. Even harder is when children
are repeatedly moved out of homes, leading
many to develop attachment disorders.

The experiences of older foster children
can be just as damaging. Twenty thousand
children age out of the system each year
without the money or family support to
help start them off in life.

For more information on the foster care
crisis facing Washington state, I turned toa
social worker based in Spokane, who pre-
ferred to not be named. Spokane County
is home to 800 foster kids each year, and
as it’s more conservative, it can be much
harder for those who identify as LGBTQ+

Crowley and his husband, Robert Martin,
considered Spokane when looking for a fos-
ter placement. “I remember when we were
first deciding on which organization to go
with, we were looking at all sorts of different
ones, and a friend of ours had recommended
one in Spokane, and a friend of hers had
adopted very, very quickly from Spokane,”
Martin said. “T contacted them, gave them a
little blutb in my email, followed it up with
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another email, and didn’t hear anything. I
called and I called, and nothing.

“Finally, I got a hold of somebody, the
executive director of the organization, and
she said, ‘Mr. Martin, I have received all of
your communications, but I am here to tell
you that none of our birth mothers would be
interested in a family of your makeup.”™

The Spokane social worker confirmed
this, informing me that while there are
many open-minded and loving families in
Spokane who would be willing to take in an
LGBTQ+ child, there are just as many who
would find discomfort in the idea.

Solutions

The solution to the issue, both Crowley
and the Spokane social worker informed
me, is that we need to see more LGBTQ+
parents willing to take in older youth. Chil-
dren over five, who make up 49% of those
currently in foster care, have a much harder
time finding placements, and they struggle
even more in finding adoptive parents.

Providing disclosure of sexual identity
when it comes to youth in foster care could
also help match LGBTQ+-identifying
youth with parents and placements who
identify the same way.

While making the decision to become a
foster parent is a big step, doing so changes
the lives of children, especially older
LGBTQ+ children who have already expe-
rienced much rejection and heartbreak.

Crowley and Martin have a full house
right now, but they are keeping the door
open to possibly helping an LGBTQ+ fos-
ter child know that they are not alone.

“One thing we’ve always talked about
is eventually fostering an LGBTQ child, or
even possibly adopting.” said Martin.

Visit us online www.sgn.org

June 25, 2021

SGN 13



Hlepo'pHANT

Washington
State
International
Kite Festival

August 16-22, 2021

With distances from 4k to 50k, our races are great for
beginners and veterans on courses that are
thoroughly marked and thoughtfully designed!

N@RTHWEST
TRAIL RUNS
JOIN US FOR OUR UPCOMING EVENTS

June 22 - Sunshine Salutation 5-mile, 10-mile
Redmond Watershed Preserve, Redmond, WA

July 6 - Carkeek Warmer 5k, 10k
Carkeek Park, Seattle, WA

July 17 - The Whidbey Woods Trail Run
5k, 10k, Half Marathon
Langley, Whidbey Island, WA

AND MORE!

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE UPCOMING EVENTS NWTRAILRUNS CUM
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www.jazzalley.com

Critically acclaimed vocal supergroup performs
original material, beloved jazz standards,
and contemporary re-imaginings

July 6 -7

Poncho Sanchez
Latin Jazz Band

d-winning conguero
celebrates the life and music of
the iconic saxophonist John Coltrane

July8 - 11

The Delfonics Live
featuring Greg Hill
Smooth harmonies—the very best of classic soul

July 13- 14

Kenny G

Seattle’s own Grammy-winning saxman

retums for four nights and eight shows!

July 15 - 18

Otis Taylor Band
with special guest Mato Nanji

Raw and unflinching Taylor brings depth,
honesty, and passion to the topics of his songs
in a trance blues/roots style

July 20 - 21

Gift Certificates Available

FULL CALENDAR at jazzalley.com

KBCS &

All Ages / Free Parking

AS YOU LIKEIT

Thurs - Sun | Aug 6 - Sept 12

Adapted by Scott Kaiser
Directed by Erin Murray

Lose yourself
in our Forest of Arden
Qutdoors on Whidbey Island

NO TICKETS
PAY-WHAT-YOU-WILL!

Love is our most
powerful natural
resource.

No matter who you are, where you're from, or who you love, we work to make

sure every life on Earth thrives, Join us in protecting our world today and for

TheNature (* &

Conservancy &

generations to come. Visit WashingtonNature.org to learn more.
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8001 S HOSMER ST, TACOMA
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N\ Ghee UWebinars
FOR OUR LGBTQ+ COMMUNITY

Learn more about
_ : Egg Seekmg Sperm

opt:ons for growing : June 22 at 5:30 PM

your family with :

ORM Fertility through: Donor Egg + Surrogacy
|U| ‘VF : June 30 at 5:30 PM

- Donor Egg - Surrogacy @ Wm@loveisfamily.com

« Genetics + And more

OLYMPIC | Swve fho dufe!

MUSIC MUSICIANS FROM
GARDENMUSIC
FESTIVAL

JULIO ELIZALDE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Hybrid Series begins August 29, 2021 08 29 2 1
viblucl nd in-petbon everll, | |\ pERSON & OUTDOORS

Tickets and info online beginning of July
www.olypmicmusicfestival.org

LEARN ABOUT OUR ENDANGERED
SOUTHERN RESIDENT ORCAS,
BIGG’S/TRANSIENT ORCAS,
SOUNDERS GRAY WHALES & MORE!

~ UNIQUE & FUN GIFT SHOP ~
105 ANTHES AVE, LANGLEY, WHIDBEY ISLAND WA

GO TO WWW.ORCANETWORK.ORG
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July
4th,

Spm-2am
110 8 Horton Street
Seattle, WA

AFRICAN TWILIGHT

VANISHING RITUALS & CEREMONIES

BeautijBeiz

June 10 - September 13, 2021

" R. Gatsby

Y : S Britt Brutality

The trailblazing photographers & adventurers i L~ Isis

record a disappearing culture of Africa y N “‘S“"':f"‘:::‘“;
before it is too late. Covering 15 years of . . -

pioneering work brings us the dazzling diversity
of African ceremonies, ritual and culture.

Also exhibited is PINK PEW by Billy Mark.
A conceptual artist, he intends his work to
provoke contemplation of racism in America.

Phota: Turkena Girl, Kenya

Join the art of discovery
at SJIMA, where there
is always something new.

SJIMA BN e oA

SAN IUAN [BLAKDS www.slimn.org

MUSEUM OF ART 360-370-5050 @ KCTS
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Are you interested
in starting PrEP? a
¥ % Doyouuse Tina?

No problem.

HELP US SEE IF PEER SUPPORT CAN HELP YOU
TAKE YOUR PrEP EVERY DAY

ONLY FILLOUT3 GET3

ONLINE
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SO? CONTACT US! emai:hitmeup@uw.edu
text: 206-208-5234  voicemai: 206-616-5234

Visit us online www.sgn.org

REAL DOG TRAINU

— = —

Seattle's Non-Food Based
Dog Training

Follow us on
Instagram @nitrok9

Specializing in Aggression
& Anxiety

Obedience On & Off Leash
Protection Dogs
Service Dogs

Discounts for Police
& Military

steve@nitrocanine.com
www.nitrocanine.com
206.412.9979
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. PRIDE

Photo by John Mitchell / 1G: JohnMitch

The Queer BIPOC artist, activist, and independent journalist who is changing the game

by Renee Raketty
SGN Contributing Writer

If you’ve been following the Black Lives
Matter protests in Seattle, you should be
familiar with Future Crystals, the 25-year-
old artist who took their cell phone into the
streets and helped to shape the narrative
that will define this moment in local history.
While that name has been around for over
five years, it is now synonymous with the
one-person independent media powerhouse.

“T've been focusing on boosting people’s
voices, especially amazing BIPOC folks.
Not only boosting their voices but being
able to capture the moment when possible,”
explained Crystals. “That can be just film-
ing someone speaking or reposting a flyer
[on social media]. I like sending people in
certain directions, to convince people to get
to know each other more... place the keys
in the right hands.

“A lot of streams in the past were pretty
violent or chaotic situations. However, there
were also ways of being able to have dia-
logue and use the situation to hear people’s
points of view. .. aback-and-forth with cops
or... afascist”

Getting started

It all began at home, where they were
playing with VHS tapes and mixing vid-
€os to create new pieces of visual art. The
videos caught the attention of local rappers,
who asked them to make music videos.
Many of these are available online at their
YouTube channel.

“I kind of like messing with video
footage and just, like, scrambling it,” they
said. “T try to find elements that are cher-
ished in certain ways, like music videos for
instance. I just like putting my own twist on
it.T specialize in VHS, film work.

“Back in the day, there was this art show
we did every Thursday in Pioneer Square at
the Box House. We would have visual per-
formances,” Crystals said.

From there, their work morphed into tex-
tiles and merchandise. “I think [ made my
first ‘merch’ in 2018. Tordered some patches,
and I was sewing them on hats and stuff...
on ski masks and whatnot,” they said. “Then,
instead of just throwing patches on, I was
actually starting to rip apart hoodies and
put my own things on it. Eventually, I pro-
gressed to making purses, COVID masks,
and all types of random stuff.”

Crystals credits their textile success
to Dan McLean, a local Queer designer
best known for making custom plus-size
clothes, reworking old designer brand
items, and her femme-empowering pieces.
“She definitely pushed me to go even fur-
ther in that realm.” they said. “Dan is one
of my best friends. I'm always with her and
around it, but I'm not personally focused
on it anymore. I'm getting ready to do more
though. I have some hats and balaclavas left
in the middle of sewing and, hopefully, I'm
going to put themonline for sale.”

Another mentor that they credit for
helping thenito “get on my way” is Carolyn
Hitt, the creator behind Blue Cone Studios
and community organizer with Forever
Safe Spaces. Crystals had been featured
in Blue Cone’s annual yearbook, Relevant
Unknowns, and became an “artist in resi-
dency™ at the Capitol Hill artistic land-
mark. Forever Safe Spaces, a collaboration
between Blue Cone and community orga-
nizations to support minority artists, even
helped them to find their new home.

Black lives and murals

However, Crystals’ most well-known
piece of artisn’t in a gallery orin someone’s
closet. It’s now part of the iconic Black
Lives Matter mural on Pine St., between
10thand 11th Avenues. You can distinguish
their letter from the rest dueto theircrystal-
cluster trademark, which was painted into
the last E during the Capitol Hill Organized
Protest last summer.

“It all started when I heard that people
were thinking it would be cool to do a BLM
mural... There was a trend of people doing
murals like that,” they said. “T was one of
the first people that T remember them talk-
ing to about it. T was so busy that T didn't
really have time to put energy into it, if that
makes sense. I didn’t really get to choose
my letter or anything. I was happy with the
E in the word ‘Matters.”

“There were a lot of people just kind
of coming up and helping to paint, either
people who were walking down the block
or other artists. They saw the painting and
they just started helping paint. I kind of put
the vision out there, but then people just
kind of started to make it come together.”

Crystals also shared their talents in
Minneapolis, where they joined mem-
bers of Creatives After Curfew, to paint a
mural near the site of the wake for 20-year-

old Duante Wright, a biracial man shot by
police during a traffic stop. The group is
made up of other BIPOC and Queer artists
and was formed in response to the murder
of George Floyd. They had been in town to
cover the trial of former Minneapolis police
officer Derek Chauvin, who was recorded
kneeling on Floyd's neck for 9 minutes and
29 seconds, and was there when the jury’s
verdict was announced.

“It was crazy. You know when you hear
a good song or somebody says something
super powerful and you get that tingle in
your spine? I remember having that tingling
feeling,” they said. “There had been a Black
woman speaking and she’s like, you know,
giving this motivational speech... She kind
of starts stuttering a little bit out of antici-
pation. Then, this dude behind me, he’s just,
like, ‘guilty, guilty” He said it right behind
me. You know, the crowd went boom.

“A lot of people out there [in Minneapolis]
have had a cousin, brother, or son get shot or
beat up by the cops. A lot of them are even
less lucky than that. I think that was one thing
that really, as a whole, set them in a different
place than what most Seattle people would
understand — Seattle being mostly white
or upper middle-class people. They stand in
solidarity, but they haven't felt what it is like
whenit’s their friend or family member.”

A jury found Chauvin guilty of mur-
dering Floyd, a 46-year-old Black man. A
judge will determine his sentence.

Crystals says that they had been deeply
affected by Floyd’s murder and the result-
ing worldwide protests. “I think that it gave
me and a lot of other people a harder push
or more motivation to continue fighting for
our rights, free speech, and equality. Lib-
eration,” they said. “T think there’s a lot
of people like myself that grew up, obvi-
ously, unhappy with the way the system had
treated us and our community.

“When all that happened, there was so
much support in Seattle from so many peo-
ple that T think a lot of people finally felt
strengthened to speak up and fight back.
T'm happy it’s happened, although many
things have changed. T am just wondering
what happens next?”

Growing up in Rainier Beach
Crystals gives some credit to their mom
for their artistic abilities and social justice
advocacy. She herself is a busy artist. Like-
wise, they credit their grandma for the way

they define their art. She helped to raise them
during their early years, when they were sur-
rounded by the Lesbian community and spent
many summers at Pride parades and marches.
“That’s what the crystals kind of repre-
sent. T've always had a hard time defining
myself as an individual. T also had a hard
time defining my art. You can’t just put
someone in a box,” they said. “It’s just like
the art: artists aren’t just a painter or film-
maker, artists are artists. The crystals — in
my eyes — represent all the differences in
you and me and whoever else. Even though
my upbringing was different, I noticed
there’s a lot of similarities betweenus. Like a
crystal cluster, each and every one is its own
but are more similar than we recognize.”

Crystals grew up in the Rainier Beach
neighborhood of Seattle. They recalled that
it had been the most diverse zip code in the
nation at one time. Gentrification has changed
all that. “There would be like a quinceaera
or cookouts happening down the block from
my house, and then there’ll be some fucking
douchebags doing yoga,” they said. “Then,
the ratio of douchebags doing yoga got pretty
overwhelming, and there were no more
quinceafieras or cookouts.”

Crystals was part of that diversity. They
describe themselves as mixed-race. “On
my mom’s side,I am Black, Native, Jewish,
and Irish, or something weird like that. My
mom’s dad is African American. So, it’s the
energy that we were raised around,” they
said. “Then, on my dad’s side — I didn’t
know him — T guess that he was Italian
and Cuban or Sicilian and Cuban. I guess
there’s a difference between the two. I don’t
know my roots onthat side of my family.

“Although it is confusing and it can get
hard at times, it’s also a blessing, because
not a lot of people get to experience Amer-
ica from my point of view. I'm so mixed-
race that you can’t even latch on to any one
thing. I think that there’s gonna be more
and more people like that... over time. Our
grandmothers and grandfathers had to be
married to a nice Christian white girl or —
insert race here. Now, it’s becoming okay to
like who youlike and be whatever you are.”

Crystals plans to continue their cover-
age of the protests and events in support of
Black Lives, but what else might lie ahead
is a little uncertain.

“T don’t know,” they said. “Tsn’t it excit-
ing.T guess we have to wait and see.”
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GINGER'S

Dt

Adopt a
Dog Today!

Private adoptions!

Get Your Bear On & | See You at Pride

We have over 100 dogs
.| from all over the world
for you to meet!™!

Click on
www.gingerspetrescue.org
and pick out your dog.

10,080
dogs saved
out of

I death row!

e
(i

a théol

& Adopt
s Foster
2 Volunteer
iz Transport

BE AR ._ B 3 Donate

. - | CALL US AT (206) 698-8800
Bears + Pastries + Pride or email us at
brownbearbaking.com 360.855.7456 - ginger@gingerspetrescue.org

)

{

-
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HANDMAIDIE

SHOWROOM

Find us on the 3rd floor (again!)

- -

Visit

our

bezel & kiln

sister
store
on the
2nd
floor

- Both stores open every day 12pm - 6pm
- Pacific Place - 600 Pine Street - downtown Seattle

thehandmadeshowroom.com bezelandkiln.com

Visit us online www.sgn.org June 25, 2021 SGN 23
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Gay-Owned
Business!

PACIFIC NORTHWEST SHOP
Local Everyday Gifts Made in the Northwest

Apparel * Bath & Body * Books « Food +« Home & Garden * Toys
~ Free Giftwrap * Online Shoppmg

HAIRSTYLES FOR
ALL HUMANS.

VVVVVVVVaVVVVVVVVVVYVVVVV

Real B, PHOTOBOOTH
Doton under eal B/W

PIKE PLACE
MARKET

1501 Plke Place w)l? Seattle WA 93101 (106) 408~ 5446
nusual tastes

Whatever band you're boldmg
We have Gbe Ring For Jou!

¥ s

JERES01@  (253) 941-3131

FEDERALWAY. 2. 1200 S. 324th St., #6
Best Custom Federal Way
Design Studio En B i
in the South Sound Tugesttt D p?npm'

jeffreysjewelrydesign.com JEWELRY DESIGN STUDIO

Visit us online www.sgn.org June 25, 2021 SGN 25



Experience the um o start healing

6ld Consulate [P LN

spa admission

starting July 6!
rts commumtyIQQ

&4 Escape to a more graceful
world and discover one

Therapeutic massage ~ Acupuncture ~ Hydrotherapy

Outdoor spa pool, sauna, - Household pod - Solo Soak -

are open for private rentals

BfeﬂlirﬁSES by appointment. Open Mon. - Sat., 10am-8pm

of IE[ush t(){) 8 ]'mest sundeck and locker room  °Lgne e flve persons - One pereon e eto
Bed m;ziS

Sacred Rain Healing Center
1100 NW 50th St. Seattle ~ 206.789.6288 ~ sacredrainhealing.com ~ info@sacredrainhealing.com

www.0ldConsulate.com
4 800-300-6753

TWO DIRDS TATTO0

SERVING SEATILE SIICE 2010

"rh O,d
C,m;den Store Q* -'

Plants and Garden Supplies for year-round gardening Indoors and Outside. Organic
Soils, Fertilizers, Pottery, Outdoor Furniture & a Gift Shop filled with fun and
eclectic items. Plus a knowledgeable Staff, eager to help!

) 5 0 . . Learn more at citypeoples.com/gardenstore
rotecting Seattle since 1992 o . 9| s
4550 University Way NE, Seattle 206.632.4940
Www.gargoylestamary.com
find us on Facebook
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MO SELC eIl NOW OPEN!

Specializing in world-class boutique salon & spa suites to
today’s top beauty, health & wellness business owners

High visibility location in the Broadway Market
58 Studios - 43 Singles | 12 Doubles | 3 Triples

Perfect for hairstylists, estheticians, eyebrow and lash artists, barbers, tattooists, and other
professionals in the beauty industry. We create a seamless transition to salon ownership
with all the resources, support, and tools you need to own and operate your own business.

Fantastic accessibility with plentiful FREE parking for clients
Modern, elegant interiors with light, bright southern & eastern facing windows

Every studio has its own individually controlled state-of-the-art HVAC with
NO air exchanged between studios

- RUBICON
Hoat Studio

Float Tank
Therapy
Kirkland, WA
(866) 356-2888

Book Now!

Promo Code;
< discoverme

\\L,-

w:ﬂi)atmblcon com
Welght_lesé' Medrt‘atlon and Recovery

Visit us online www.sgn.org June 25, 2021




‘dreamstrands

Happry Poride!
Al ours: Sun & Tues: 12-6 * Mon: Closed
Wed & Thurs: 12-8 * Fri & Sat: 10-8

caomics and CI:I“QCtI hIES
115 N.85th Street 206.297.3737
Seattle, WA 98103 dreamstrands.com

Y <
: : » '
Welcoming New Patients o ‘§

-~
—

First time guests: come in for your

ic | Empowering | Inclusive Care : .
| gl first wax and the next one’s on us.

1125 E Olive St. | 206-972-5978 | info@sageptseattle.com

\'V\V\'V.S:;lngtSLlltt](..(_()ln LunchboxWax Capitol Hill
317 E Pine St, Seattle, WA 98122

(206) 829-5222

PILCHUCK
GLASS
SCHOOL

{? LunchboxWax

Visit Website or salon for full detais. 2021 LunchboxWax Holdings, LLC. All nights reserved

. PRIDE IN PLEASURE

OCTOBER 16, 2021 |

1 ‘ p .‘ |
a'l -

pjur Pride 2021

\' 4
s y P - "
§ i : < con Limited Edition

Whatever you do in bed,
we support it. ! . ll
-_‘-—

Happy Pride!

SEXTOYS, LUBRICANTS, AND MORE

SeattleMattress.Net < some exclusions may apply. valid through 9/1/21. in-stores or at babeland.com
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Organic, fair trade hair removal services for Every-BODY

SugarPlum.com

/( nv. ! Personal
1= Lubricant

For safe, gentle lubrication, buy Slippery Stuff®
at these and other Puget Sound area retailers:

water-based ' glycerin-free

Everett

Love Zone Lovers Naughty or Nice

Lynnwood Seattle

Lover’s Lair Katterman's Pharmacy

Kenmore Tacoma

Ostrom’s Drugs Costless Pharmacy

Olympia

Olympia Food Coop

Lakewood & Bremerton

Elmo’s Books

for more retailers or to order contact:

www.slipperystuff.com or 800-759-7883

ADULTTIME

EVERYTHING

YOU

LOVE

Straight, lesbian, gay and
anything in between
all in one place!

Porn done differently.

WWW.ADULTTIME.COM

Visit us online www.sgn.org

June 25, 2021 SGN 29



VPV ERREIRLCF oy A ehotvs
mmmmm

THROUGHY -1 - JORNEESPOINTS

%&@@@mm

ON-SITEATM /

‘“'“'w~w~w"ap"@‘m's’|-|! OPSEATTUECO

2. (0) @POTSHOPSEATILE a,ﬁsf @POTSHOPSEATTLE.

UANA PRODUBHS HAVE INTOXICATING EFFECTS AND MAYS

UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF THIS @
D Q
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T July 29th - Aug 7th
2 2 | Presents Thurs - Sun @ 7:00 pm
Volunteer Park
theatre twenty-two lawn north of the museum

= - - Join Alice on her journey
Thls nrouuctlon ISIII down the pandemic rabbit hole
into a topsy turvy world

Innnvative where rules keep changing

and time is fluid and

Genre-hending power equals corruption.
T22 brings a contemporary take

contemnoram on the familiar story that combines

a dynamite cast with the iconic

something 'or Evewone characters as well as song, dance,

puppetry and whimsical wordplay in an
imaginative and magical production

F R E E ' with something for everyone.
[

Like you’ve never seen it hefore!

www.theatre22.0org | 206-257-2203

Visit us online www.sgn.org June 25, 2021
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