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nections, expand

departmentin new role

BY AUDREY 0SCARSON SHON BAR|

Shon Barnes stepped into his new job as
Seattle’s chief of police in February, bring-
ing his background and experience to bear
on the goals of crime prevention, com-
munity engagement, and officer retention.
Chief Barnes, who has been inducted into
the Bvidence-Based Policing Hall of Fame,
came to town from Madison, WL, where he
alzo served as chief of police.

“Evidence-based policing, to me, s

COURTESY CITY OF MADISON

the use of the most current empirical
research as well as officer experience in
order ta quickly respond to and resolve
crime 1n order to make people f=el zafe)”
Barnes told the SGN. “We are looking at
a community problem, like quality-of-
life issues. Can we cleatly diagnose that?
And what... actions do we need in order

SEE BARNES PAGE 12

LGBTQ refugees+ seek hope in

Seattle as deportation threat looms

"It's all hands on deck" at Entre Hermanos
BY DAVE HORN

SPECIALTO THE SGN

“Virtnally every Trans client we've
served has been the victim of viclence,”
sald immigration lawyer Robert Foss.
“Some of them multiple times” Vie-
lence from “family members, teachers,
clazssmates, police, and strangers. In their
home. In school. And in the larger soci-
ety And lately, Fogs said, his office has
been “flooded with calls and visits from
people who are terrified that the change in
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COURTESY
ENTRES HERMANOS

adrministration will force them to return to
conditions where they have to fear for their
lives”

Director of legal services at Entre Her-
manos in Seattle since 2019 and an {m mi-
gration lawyer for more than three decades,
Foss, 66, has seen it all. But in the first six
weeks of the Trump administration, the

SEE REFUGEES PAGE 12

Ry Armstrong
runs for mayor

Queer artist, advocate offers progressive vision

BY HANNAH SAUNDERS
SGN EDITOR

on Capitol Hill
Why Seattle’s LGBTQ+ nightlife needs

fresh programmers and freshideas
BY ALAN MOTLEY

Seattle’s Capitol Hill has long been a
nexus of Queer life and culture, a place
where originality, acceptance, and commu-
nity converge {n electric fashion. Owver the
decades, thisiconic neighborhood has been
celebrated for its eclectic array of bars,
clubs, cafés, and performance venues that
have offered safe spaces for Queer people
to connect, express themselves, and find
belonging.

Yet [n recent years, a curfous ennui has
settled over much of the arsa’s nighttime
zeene, Patrons ate voicing a shared obzer-
wvation that too many of the bars seam to
rely on the sarne set of events, curated by
the same small group of programmers,

AARON BURDEMN

often drawing from the same talent pools.
What was once a thrilling mosajc of parties,
performances, and subcultures now feels
at risk of collapsing into a repetitive loop,
leaving many people wondering whether
fresh voices could breathe new life into
these establishments,

The problem with stale programming

It's no secret that small teams of
established promoters can fall into
predictable routines. The familiarity might
bring in a consistent crowd for a time, butit
rarely cultfvates exciternent in the long run,

SEE IDEAS PAGE 19

Born and rajsed in Washington with a
background as a proud Queer artist, Ry
Armstrong recently announced the launch
of thefr carnpaign for Seattle mayor. Haw-
ing been a political advoecate for years,
Armstrong decided to run because they saw
vital fssues like climate changs and mental
health left unaddressed.

“Seattle deservss to dream and be bold
again, and T feel like we kind of stopped
doing that post-pandemic,” Armstrong told
the SGN. “At a time when Trans people
are [being attacked], T refuse to be afraid
in 2025, even though it {s a bit scary. I just
think we deserve a mayor who's going to be
accesaible”

CQURTESY RY ARMSTRONG

Armstrong’s top fssues are nereasing the
affordable housing supply; investing in pub-
lic safety by rethinking the approach and
investing in communjty-based resources
raspecting workers' rights by creating safe
working conditions, enacting fair wages,
and maintaining the right to organize; and
making childcare affordable.

Their experience in nonprofit arts man-
agement, 1ike producing video content for
the United Nations, owning their own pro-
duction company and record label, and as
the co-executive director of Sustajnable
Seattle — which received approzimately

SEE ARMSTRONG PAGE 12
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Valentine's Dj' brd—;ght tempd-rary réétrainingo

\t ‘
rder

against Trump and Queer love protest for Trans youth

BY HARNAH SAUNDERS
SGN EDITOR

This Valentines Day brought an abun-
dancs of Quest oy to Ssattls, dges Lauren
Fing issued a lemporary resiraining crder
aganst Preadent Trurmp®s Tanary exscu-
trve order liring funding to facilities that
provide gender-affirming surgeries, and
hrdreds turned o for aprotesteslebration
outadeof Seatile Children’s Hosptal, winch
halted such aurgeriss as arssult of the onder,

People of all ages showed up to the
dance party ocutside of the haspital,
which included the sharing of LGETH
resouress, shacks and bevetages, and the
making of walentine cards. Protesiors
posted latge sians by the bus stap teading
“You are loved,” as repeated car honks
wereheard over speakers Blasting Chappell
Boan's “Red Wins Supsrnova’”

*“T hope that thiz crowd — and all afthe
enerpy and love that we're bringng today
— shows Seattle Children’sthat Trans kids
are more than a lawsuit,” Thomas Apes-
tini, a concsrned plivsician, told the SGH.
“Trans kids ars more than trying to dis-
siade or avoidlitigation. .. They are hurman
beings that desarve to be loved and deserve

lifesavingmedical care,

Agostin said he hopss that the actions
and efforts by commumty orgamzers show
Transgender and gendsr-diverss youth in
W shirgton and across the nation that there
are healthe are workers and cthers who sup-
port them.

“My hope 1z that healthcare orgam-
zations argund the state of Washington
resurne full-spectrurn gendet-affitting
care bazed off of the decision of the judge
sarlier this morning;” he added.

{Jueers win in court

O February 7, the attorneys genetal of
“Washington, Oregon, and Minnesota filed
a federal lawsut, Stats of Washington of
al.w Trump ef al, i r23panse o Trumnp's
Farmary 28 exscutiwe order. The plaintiffs
arpuied that the ordet viol ates the Fifth and
Tenth Amendiments, and thraatens criminal
prosecimion againsthealthe are providers

Judge Laursn King of the US Didrict
Court’s Western District of Washington
authorized a 14-day temporary restraiming
arder.

The Department of Justice coursel often
went slent, having diffioulty answering
Tudee King's quastions, such asif the exec-
utive order targets similar treatroents for
cispendar peopls

Prior to the rmiltistate lawsait, Seattle
Children's halted all gender-a ffirming sur-
geries for patients under 1% years of age for
the month of February,

On Bebruary 12, a Seattle Children's
spakesperson told the SGN that it 12 sup-
potting Washington Aftorney G=neral
Mick Browal's tarnp orary tastraiting ardsr,
and that given the uncertainty regarding
the ordet, the hospital was seeking clarity
to safegmard the best intersstz of patisnts,
farnilies, and the workforce The hespi-
tal did not specifically stabs that it wouwld
resurne pender-affirmi ng surperies.

Stories from protestors

Droug Thner, a repeat Ssattle Cluldren's
pratestor, posted a sz by the bus stop that
read, *“One has a moral responsbility to
disobey unjust laws ™ He tokd the SGIV that
thers were several reasons he's besn turn-

MM F CHILDR

ing out, but to swrrnarize, # was “a lot of
bl lshit.™

“T hawe a Trans daughter,” Trner said “1
taught high school, 50 I had alot of Trans
students, and 1t°s ust bullshut My daughiter
wagakble 1o get ol of the country” Trner's
daughter moved to 5c otland because of the
attack onTransrights in the 1S

He also noted that he was an advisar far
his schodls Queet-Straight Alliance and
had many students come in who were lack-
ing support,

At one point, & resdent physician took
to the microphone to say thal they moved
1o Seatile to frain in an environment that
supports a diverse group of patients with
evidence-based practices

“Thers may be parents here today wha
uprooted their family to provide a child
with an affirrung emaranrert,” the phys-
cian said, “Gender-affirrmingcarsishealth-
cars, plan and sirnple. There1sne debate
it sciete s This is Lfs-savingcars for ow
youth. It's not the job afhealthe ars worksrs
iorationcare in fear ofliligation and retali-
ation.”

4 SGN
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The GSBA 15 rolling out the pink car-
pat for itz anmial GSBA Impact Awards, a
dazzling event taking place on March 11,
which every year celebrates businesses,
nonprofits, and comrmunity leaders who
have warked to empower and uplift the
LEGETOLA commmunity.

“s think 108 1rmportant more than ever
10 recogiuze that amall business is what
teally shapes a ¢ormrnrty of neighbor-
hood, #o that's wiy we recogmize thess
folks,” Chris Matcacel, the GEBA s direc-

Seattle Pride launches grant program

GSBA toroll out pink
for annual Impact Award:

BY HANNAH SAUNDERS
SGN ERITOR

tor of marketing, told the SGNW “Not just
stoall businesses, but corormmity lead-
ers and corporate leaders ton — every-
body who makss this city great and supsr
Thiser

The evemng will be hosted by Trae Holi-
day, wha interviews some of the biggest
names in pop culturs, sovernment, and
corarounity an bher weskly show, and Besa
Gorden, 4 content creator and on-air pet-
sonality at 1Heart Kacho. Instead of having
a traditional red carpet, like many award

(==

cam

shows da, therswill be 2 bright pink one
“The main thing that s=ts uz apart as a
chamber of c ommerce s that we do avery-
thurg with a twist, s0it’s really st ow way
of saying that thig iam't a stuffy busness-
dinner sort of esent,” Marcacei added.
Marcacci said most atlendees are cus-
tormers and supporters, rather than other
busnesss owners, and that voting on the
honorees i3 conducted by the public. For
example, the neminess for “Capitel Hill
Business of the Year™ are Mue, afStir,

Mook & Cranny Books, and Shikorina
The*"MNaon-Profit of the Year” nominess ars
Esboot Thealre, Gender Tustice Leagne,
MNortheastarn Unversty - Seattls, and
Pride Across the Bridpe (There are four
other catepories az well ) Voling closss on
Matrchd.

The Impact Awards event begins af 3
portoon March 11 af Seattle’s Toven Hall,
For mare information visi Witps fthegsha.
orglgsba-impact-awards.

as feds rollback DEIl initiatives

BY HANNAH SAUNDERS
SGN EDITOR

Seattle Pride recertly launched the Seat-
tle Pride Impact Fund, a spruced-up wer-
son of itz longstanding prant and schol-
archip program that’s pumped out ower
$5300,000 in fnding for orgamizations
serving the LGETOIAZSY commumty
snce 2018, Since DEI initiatives, including,
grants and contracts, are heingrolled back
on the federal level, the Impact Fund secke
o arnp owear CQhuser grassroots it alives,

“Chur goal has always beet to enaite that
Pride’s impact extands beyond Fune, foztar-
ing yeat-round advocacy, resilisnce, and
celebration,” Nick Albritton, director of
comtmumity development and programs,
taold the SGA. “The relaunch of our grant-
making initialive is net just an expansion
but, mors mportantly, a desper corm-
mitment to mors reciprocal partnerships
with the people and orpamzations leading
changs ..

“At a time when equity-focused fund-
i and DET imtiabives are under attack,
we ramaln steadfast in ow corrmibinent 1o
rasqurcingthe work that drives libsration,
sasbality, and justice for our commumitiss
This is mors than a grant program — it 15
a foumdation for longterm mvestment 1n
LOBTOIA LS organizing and leadersnp
in S=attle and beyond.”

The Impact Fund #ill have twe grant cat-
SEOLIEE

+The Spatl Grants category will award
up 1o $3,500 and in-kind support for ongo-

ing and emerging initialives, so grassroots
projects to hawe the resources needed in
order tolaunchand sustain their worle

+The Partnership Grants will provide
up to §15,000 for larger and mare collab-
orative initialives that grow capacity inthe
long term and strengthen local LGB TQ-
14 28+ emiiromments,

For the pasl four years, Seattle Pride has
worked b0 undsrstand the program’s poten-
tal and to adjust it mest evolving nesds
Funding will focus en projects that uplift
Qiesr arts and culture, youth smpowsr-
ment, BIPOC leadership, and Trans and
Gendet-MNonconforming people, while
srphasizing the impottance of inkersec-
tional, communiby-driven work.

Seattle Pride 15 1in ssarch of prasseoots
Sroups and S nonprofit organiza-
tiong that operate under a fiscal sponser and
that serve the LGETQLAZS+ comnmnity
inthe state through direct prograrms, adva-
cacy, and culbur al tratiatives.

Priovity will be gven to grassroots
groups and sacial callectives, and orga-
nizations with annual budgets under
$500,0040, acknovdedging that amallst,
comrity-driven irnhatrees create dirsct
and meamngful changs

The application revisw process will focus
on CormImunty engagement andimpact and
prioritizingsfforts that center andupliftthe
g matginalized LEETIA 25 pearls,
feambility and sustanability, to ensurethe

projectis plausible and has plans for alast-
ingimpact; and creativity and inmovation,
wath a facus on projects that offer smerpme:
approaches bo increasing visbality, commec-
o, and joy.

Filling in essential fonding gaps

Albritton saidthis fimdingi s more 25 sen-
tial than ewver for the survival of this work,
dus to 2 nationally ¢oordinated effort to
rernove federal funding frotn progtams
that support marginalized ¢ommunities,
in addition to broader palitical attacks on
LGBTO+ rights.

“At the zame time, stale budpsts are
undst immense strain, leaving fewer
regources available for local crpanizs-
tians to access,” Albritton said. “BEwven with
philanthropic sydamns claiming to support
aquity, the reality iz stark: LOBTOLA 254+
organizations especially those led by
BIFOC, Trans, and gender-none oo formmng
peopls, receve only a fraction of overall
foundation funding™

In 2022, US foundations awarded only
4.8 certs for every $100 to Trans, Sender-
Nane onforrming, and Monbinary ¢ amrmni-
t1eg andizses, ace ording o the Punders for
LGEBTC} Issuss The bureaucratic applica-
tion process inchides sxtensive reporting
requiremnents and can haverestrictive fund-
ing sructures that requits match dallars to
receive orants. Additionally, thers can be
limits on how funds are spent, which pre-

SEATTLE

verts orgamizations from tackling urgent
and evolving nesds. Albritton said these
unrealiste corrphiance burdens force orga-
mzaticns to dedicate ime to paperwork
ingt=ad of comrmnity ssrvice

“Seaitlle Pride knows thal grassroots
organizalions are the backbone of our
moverent, They provids lifesaving ser-
vices, advocals far incluave policies, and
create safe, affirming spaces in an e reas-
inedy hostile e ronraent,” Albritton said,

Withaut sustainable and flexible access
o funding, fightingback against discrimi-
nation, bulding reslience, and driving sys-
ternie changebecomes severalylimited

“As federal and statedevel attacks esca-
late, we refuss to lef resirictive funding
structures and poltical hostility chetate our
fiture,” Albritton sad, “We are cormmutted
o ensuring [that] LOBTOTA 254 organi-
zations in Washinslon hawve the resautces,
autonory, and support they need not just
to survave but to thrive Invesing in our
corarmnities today isn't just an act of resis-
tance, it's an investment in a futues whete
LOBTOIA 254 people ars safe, celebrated
and unstoppable ™

Apphicatians for the Seattle Pride Irnpact
Purd wall open in hily. Avwardees will be
announced in October, and distribitions
will cour in Jarmary of 20026

Formore information, wisit httos:#seat-
flopride org/impaci-fund.
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Tn just under a menth, members of the
Queer community will travel from as far
as Durope to Seattle for one purpose: fight-
ing. March 7-8 mark the Talest semianmual
Queer and Trans Martial Arts Tournament,
a hwge event featuring Muay Thai and Bra-
zilian jiwitsu.

Gwendelin Roote, the founder of Queer
Fight Might. hegan the Lournament last year
on a special day inher life,

“Last year, around this time, I wanted to
have a jinjilsu hirthday pariy.” Roole told
thz SGN. “And so we organized the first
Queer and Trans jiujitsn tournament, which
was publicized 1o cveryone on the Queer
Fight Night netwerk ™

Since last year, the numbers have more

Pony patrons were met with anti-
LGBTQ+ slurs emanating from a dark
bl Toexins sedan on the might of February
19 while standing ontside the Gav bar. The
Seattle Police Department is calling the
incident a hate crime, and it Is belug inves-
tigated by the bias crimes coordinator.

“Thank you cveryone for your supporl
— we have a strong comumunity that is only
made stronger atter incidents of hate like
on Ties iile. The police have all of the info

r Fight Night:

Martial artss

BY ARUL GNANASIVAM

than tripled — rom 35 compelilers (o 44
Muay Thai fighters and 91 jiujitsu fighters
in the vpcoming tournament. The event has
gained sponsors and lengihened o (hree
days, and will feature over 65 matches
with different styles of martial arts. “Ye're
really getting to be a center for folks to
come do the thing others get to do when-
ever [hey wanl — compeling in this sporl”
Roote said,

Crealing a safe space lor martial arts

For Roote and hundreds of others, having
their own space to compete is vital.

“All of the sanetioned Brazilian jiujilsu
tournaments are explicitly transphobic,”
Roote said. “They don't let anyone fight

as anylhing other than their assigned sex
at birth. They require paperwork and basi-
cally do anything theyv can to keep Trans
people from compeling in 4 way (hal fecls
good to them.”

Livents like Queer I'ight Night provide a
space for Queer and Trans people to par-
ticipate in the sport free tfrom prejudice or
judgment. Byven so, in the einrrent climate,
the organization comes face to face with a
fair amount of negative senriment.

s really danmting how largeled we've
been.” Roote said. “Tt's been a big barrier
for people starting martial arts, and ir's
such arelicl Lo have spaces where yomden’t
have this outsider teeling.”

Roote, who identifies as a Trans woman,

nied how marhial arls can help people feel
empowered and confident in their body.

“It's really powerful to feel like youre
in conirol of your hody,” Roole s “I
makes me feel sate knowing my being is a
weapon.”

The event, open to any and all who wish
to attend, is entively velunteer run and has
already Tanded eight spomsors, as well as
raised almost $3,000, which goes to run-
ning the event and providing transporta-
liom ancl registralion costs for low-income
people who want to participate.

“Anyone who wants to wiggle around on
the mal with a hunich of Queers, send them
myv way,” said Hoote.

.

in anti-LG BTQIA+ hate crlm

BY HANNAH SAUNDERS
SGN EDITOR

so far,” said au Instagram post by Pouy.
Those present reported that the car
slarlecl cireling Pemy — which sily inside
a remodeled 1940s-vintage gas station
at about 11:20 p.m., according to the SPD
blotter, The suspects, two or three white
men, got out of the car and started to walk
ups 1o Pony but went hack 1o their car and
continued to sircle the bar,
Dnring the course of about an hour, the
car telnmed approximalely len limes,

aceording to o witness who spoke with the
SPD.

“The people inside The car continued o
vell anti-Gay shurs, and at certain points,
4 passenger was seen hanging outf of the
vehicle windows and shooting what were
described as “pellets’ or water beads at bar
palrons,™ aceording 1 the ST bletler.

After responding to the incident, police
said they alerted other Queer establish-
ety in the surrounding arca.

VUKIPEDIA COMMONS

“A witness reported thers were at least
a dozen people outside the bar when this
ingiclent oeeurred. Police are asking any
additional victims and witnesses to please
come forward,” stated the SPD. The SPD
asks anyvone who has information, luclud-
ing videos and photographs, to call the tip
Time al (206) 233-5000 or 1o email SPT)_
hatecrimes@seattle.gov,
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In memoriam:

Shelley Brothers

BY THE SGN EDITORIAL BOARD

Seattle Gay Mews and the cily’s
LGBTOLAY commumity mourn the loss of
Shelley Brothers, co-owner of the Wildrose
Batr, Her advocacy, activistn, and whols-
hearted acceptancs of Seattle’s Oussr cotn-
oty will be remembered for decades to
come. She isintrinscally tied tothe impor-
tance of advocating for LOBTOLAY civil
rightswhile protecting vital Queer spaces.

Az one of 34 remaining Lesbian bars in
the country, the Wildrose reached a mile-
stone last Drecember whenit celebrated its
40th anmiversary Shellsy had beentheco-
cmnet sinee 2045 but had been part ofthe
Wildrose comrmumnty for longer.

I 2004 the Wildros= saw a spiks incd-
lege students and men frequenting the
gpace. By 2012, when Gay bars across the
country were shutlering and when Seattle
expetienced 2 growth spurt and rise in the
cost of living, fears about the Wildrose's
future 1oomed

Shelley, however, was determined iokesp
the space runmng to provide the Quesr
cornrrunityt with live music and svents in 2
fin and safe envircmment. At thetime, she
zaid she continued to ses diversity at the
establishunent, and that she hoped patrons
wete learming frorm each other,

A promd leadet, Shelley stacd in suppoct
of Sen. Bd Murtay when he was runhingto
become the first openly Gray mayor of Seat-
tle, becanse of his cormmitnsnt 1o creating
broad bipartisan coalitions around issues
suchasmarriage equality

Her loyalty and dedicalion to the
LOBTOLA+ commumity led her to being
natmed one of the grand marshals of Seat-
tle’s 4 1st anmual Pride Parade.

The SGN°s longtime publisher and edi-
tor, George Bakan, and Shelley had a great
deal of rmtual respect and appraciation and
their raspective roles in the cornmmnity

The SGMN Editorial Boavd comprises
Purlisher Renee Ralery, Editor Hannah
Saunders, Digital Engagement Edifor
Aisha Misbah, Staff Writer Lindsey Ander-
son, and volating members af the SGN

stafE

‘,' MeSHELLEY B

ek

Remembering Josh Cohen

BY JOSHUA FRIEDES

My friend Josh Cohen died unexpectedly
ofaheart attack last Friday while attending
aconfersnce 1am shocked and saddensd

We metin Seattle, 'm thinking in 2004
or 2017, through mutual friends. He was
brilliant at what he did He worked for
Microsoft at the ime, neectiating interna-
ticnal standards. To put it mildly, the work
waz above iy head

In 200% he dropped everything to wotk
like 2 maniac on the Washangton Fatliss
Standing Together (Approve 71) campaign,
of which I was the manager. Every cam-
paign has unsung herces, and for this one,
it was Josh Coher,

“Wewennarrewly and while no campaign
wins becange of the efforts of st ane per-
son, there is no questicn in my mwind that
Josh played a pivetal role. And it was the
first tirns 10 cur nabon that comprehensive
legal protections for LOBT families were
secured throush a referendurm, a popular
Vobe on a statewids ballot,

Josh worked day and night. He would
often pick updinner and ¢ome to my houss,
where we would work late into the night. Tt
seemedio me he conld do anything 1 asked.

His mperpowet was in hiz ability to
marpulate data. The problem facing pro-
oresdve otganizations was that informa-
tion was not stored unifornaly betwesen plat-
forms. His talents allowed our systems to

talk to gach other, mving us an incredible
edge. Josh deweloped irmovative systems
that allemeed us to et aut our vete Nobody
else was doing what we did Laws and
chanpes in Facebock and cther platforms
mean it will never be replicated,

I just wanted to share this because 1
think credit needs to be piven. The story
ibout how ulhimatsly marrage equality
won i not conplete if the stories of cods
Jockays ate not told,

But more than this, Josh was a loyal
friend. "We talked a lol. He had a lot of
ideas I was always telling him ne, though,
He had a shirt rade that he prondly wors
that said “off message,” bec ause that’s why
T 3aid no to many of his ideas. We would
laugh abeut it, and I so appreciated that he
tock itin stride,

Togh alse loved KISS, whose concert he
dragepd meta

We were on differant coasts and didnt
speak much these pagt few pears, I saw
Joch last in August in Mew Yok, wherehe
liwed, We grew up in New Jersey just armile
apart, but we did net know each other We
had Iots of cultural touchstones, though.
We wolld always call #ach cther by cur last
names, because that’s what students did in
East Brunswick, where we ware schooled,

Festwell, Coben, Your memory is for a
Elessing:

Forever in our hearts:
Michael Dumoulin

Michael Thomoulin passed away in his
fleep during the early morning hours of
Tarmary 31 Michael was a quiet and kind-
hearted person who touched the lives of
all whowars arcund him

He attended Stonelull Collegein Baston,
Mass., and lus spiritualism led lim on a
path torard advocacs for the LOBETOIAY
commumnity Michasl was sngaged with
the Impetial Sorereign Courl of Seattle,
and supported many others during their
teigns, ensuring people had everything
they neededtothrive

Michael zang folk musc with lus friends
and waz an usher in one of their weddings
He had a passion for Brench and the ont-
doors. When attending fundraisers in the
petiod leading up 1o hiz passing, Michael
was lifting spints and offsring advice to
friends.

Iay Michael restinpeace
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with-hate speechin all-gender bathroom

BY HARNAH SAUNDERS
SGN EDITOR

Brian Ramas, Shoreline Cormrounity
College’s wvics presdent of diversity,
equity, inclusion, and accessibility (TELA),
anmounced onFebruary 3 that a staff mem-
ber experienced anti-LEETOH harassme
by a cormmnity memmber while using one
of the schoal's all-gender restroons.

“On Thursday, Janmary 30th, 2 staff
member was approachad in our all-gendsr
bathtoom in the WHH} Building and was
harazesd by 2 comrmunity member who
expressed salernents that were raoted in
hate toward our LOBTQIA+ and immi-
grant comrmunities. Security was irnrnes-
diately contactsd, and the individual was
escorted [out] and issusd a verbal no-trez-
pass orcder,” Rameos stated.

Although officers from the Shaoreline

Police Trepartrnent wers dispatched, the
person left bafore they arrived.

“I’s crucial to call this incident what it
is, plain and simpls hate speech, We stand
in solidarity with our colleague and reaf
firrn that hate speech has no place on oue
catnpus,” Rarnos said, “"We are a college
comprised of educaters and learners who
desply value ane anather. Thar campus st
be aplace wherssveryms cantheive, work,
and learn without f2ar of hate encroaching
on ot shatred apvitonment.”

The echaol’s Office of DEIA will collabo-
ratewith the Thiman Basources Depattment
to strensthen the Bias Response Team,
which reviews thege sorts of incidents and
recornrnends ttamng and collepe responsss
that arein symc with thee aramumity’'s nesds

ard school’s values, so asto rapidly respand
to thess types of incidents inthe futurs.

““\W= appreciate the ongoing work of the
Office of Safety and Security, and their
commitment to beinga suppartive pariner
in teporting and addressing bias and inei-
dents of hate,” Ramos sad “In response
to this incident, they wall do more frequent
monitoring of all-gender restrooms to
enzursthey are a safe and welooming space
for all.”

The equity, diversity, and inclusian offi-
cer at the Stats Board for Community and
Technical Collepes will also wotk with
alongsides the Office of DEIA o dewvelop
trainingan how to address these incidents.

“Wis agk all members of Shoreline Com-
rounity College to stay awars of their sue-

roundings and actively support & forts to
report any obasrved or known has Shore-
line Community College remains ¢ omemil-
tad to our LOETOLA commmmity, o
Latinx/e community, and all 1rmmigrant
¢ araities, wha are a vital part of ow
diverse carnpus,” Rarmos said,

He alzo noted that Shoreline Commumty
College is cormmitted to creating an inclu-
sive, diverse, and wele oniing ¢ ormrauty,
and that these incidents will nat deter the
colleges from important wotk,

The schaol encourages those wha are
aftaid of actionz by comrmrity mermbers
to call Canpus Public Safety al (204
2355860 and to report all bias incidents
through the online reporting platform at
Ritprrishariurt a8 Wasg,

WA Judge Lauren King issues temporary restraining
order against Trump’s attack on Trans healthcare

BY HANNAH SAUNDERS
SGNEDITOR

On Walentine’s Diay, Tudge Lauren King
of the U5 District Cowt’s Westarn District
of Washington passed 4 termp oraty re sty ain-
ing arder fellowing a hearing in the caze of
Stafe of Washingion of al w. Trump ef al,
whichreauted fromm the presddent’s Fanuary
2B exscutive order limiting federal funding
fior gender-affirming care (The SC previ-
oualy reportad on how the allorneys general
of Washington, Oregon, and Minnsseta
launched thiz suitrequest last wesk )

“T armn so damn proud,” Washington
Abtorney General Mick Browa said during
the press conference, adding how he will
contimus the fiedt for justice and yourh

At the hearing, by the plaintiffs brought
up Trump’s threats of prosscuting health-
cars providers offering gender-affirrmng
care, Whule this rnaynot belegal , the threat
12 very teal, since the pregdent s directing
the Departmert of Fustice (T and other
federal agencies to conduct ill=gal activi-
lies

“Whils the intent of Trump’s order is to
allegedly protect youth, it it limited to
children and irreveratle treatments — like

puberty Bockers or cross-sex hormenss
— and it doesm’t covar simular or idsntical
treatroents for cisgender youth,

“Thiz arder iz aimed at the erasurs of
Trans individuals. .. it blatantly discrimi-
nates azaingd Trans youth,” the plaintiffs’
attorney said

Brownnoted hawthe DOV wascrsated to
deferd civil rights, and that he haz a “great
deal of smmpathy for healthears provaders ®

Questions with few ansvers

“All [Thwrnp] has done is ask agenciss to
take appropriats next steps,” said a mem-
ber of the THOPs ssmior counsel, imeluding:
lookinginto existing grants and waiting to
se2 how the exscutive order will be imple-
mented She admiited that she didn’t know
howthe order wodd shake out and claimed
that it was not ripe for areview

“Thiz order does ool requirs theagency .
to take any specific action to enforce the
order against providers providing care as
defined in Section 2. she said. “T merely. .
asks the DOF to revisw enforcement
under thiz particular statute and prioritize

enforcement of that statute”

Judgs King asked if Trump’s execu-
tive opder targets similar treatments for
cisgender people, asking for an exampls.
The defenze went silent, and some oydh-
ence members siggded, but this wasn't an
anomaly, az the THOF 2 representative had
difficulty answering many of Rydge King's
queslions and repeatadly went silent for
4 rnmte b oz bime befors attampting to
respand.

The judes said funding under the execu-
tive order would only be prolubited for
individuals whao do not identifiy as their
assipned sex, prompling another pause
frommthe defenss.

“Wou're not answering ry questions. I'm
eoingto ask you o iry 1o answer oy ques-
tiors, How weould a medical provider know
[howto aign medical trestment thatch ffers
from anindivicdual’s assigned =207 Judee
Kingashked,

The T¥DJ representative sad that the
defenze was not prepared to answer that
quastion today. Mudgs King called the
order’s text “impermeably vagie —medi-

cal provders have no 1dea on whers to g0
because you can't read the text and provids
various facts,” she zaid.

The DOT counssl responded, “T'm not
preparad to parss how a madical pravider
wold read thess decizsons, because I'm
hersto defend the lawfulness ofthis sxecu

tive arder.”

Judee King asked where 1n the execu-
tive order medic al providers should look ta
deterrune the sex of a person, andf treat-
ment aligns with a dhfferent sex.

“Again, we need to sae how this shakes
out,” the TrOJ rap sad

Taday's restraining order is valid for 14
dais. Another hearing for this case will be
scheduled in the near future.
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loreline affirm it'sa
_space for LGBTQ

BY HANNAH SAU
56N EDITORS

On Febeuyary 24, the Shoreline Ciby
Council unanimously approved Resclution
342, which affirme the cfy’s commtment
ta ensurs that it is a cafe, welcoming, and
nclusive space for all, including LGBTQ-
LAZS+ people, regardless of their gen-
der identity, sexual orientation, or gender
EXAPresslnL

“0On behalf of the Queer community, we
are under relentless attack, as T'm prety
sure everyone knows now, and any push-
back on that 15 more than weleome We
need safe spaces,” Fran, a community

P |
=
=3

member who has lived m Shorelme for
11 years and been a healthcare worler for
about 30, said during the publ ¢ comurnent
period “Tve dene many ambulance calls
where I've transported Transgender pea-
ple who were sulcidal It's a very common
thingin thecommunity ™

Im Hammend, Shoreline’s cily man-
aper, sald the city had peeviously adopted
Eez 401, which declared Shaoreline to be
an inviting and equitable space for all, and
that Res. 342 would affirm that, even wih
ongoing harassment, bullying, and niimi-

dation al the losal and national levels.

*“When we speak of creating safe and
protected spaces for vulnerable popula-
tions, we are not engaging i abstract
policy discussions. We are talking about
saving lives” sald Jess Brammer, who
also testified during the public comments
“LOBTO+ youth whe live m accepting
commmunities and have access to affirming
spaces axperience sipnificantly lower rates
af depression, anxiety, and suicide®

Ag a Queer, Brammer said she whale-
heartedly supports Res. 542, and that every

{ime a city, school, or metitution declares
self a safe haven, it's tossing out a lifeline
1o LGBT QLA+ pecple who may be strug-
glingto find a place in the world

Eevin Barrett, vice president of the
Zhoreline Chamber of Commerse but
speaking as a private citizen, tesified
n suppert. He said the resclution 18 not
marely words on paper bt a reaffirmation
of principles that make thacity safe.

Clympia, Shoreline, and Tacoma are the
en by three Washington cities with such pro-
LGBTOLA+ 1esolutions.

v,
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Tacoma becomes third sanctuary mty"for
LGBTQIA+ people in Washington

BY HANNAH SAUNDERS
SGN EDITOR

The Tacoma City Councll unammously
voted to pass Resolution 41618 at a meeting
ol February 25, which made the ¢ity the
third m the state, following Olympia and
Shereline, to desiznate taelfasa sanctuary
city for LGBT LA+ people.

The resohition affirms and reaffirms the
city’s “wommitment to ensuring that all
mdividuals, regardless of gender 1dentity
or sexual orientation, feel safe and sup-
ported,” as well as to *“diversity, melusion,
and justice” so all residents can *live with-
out fear of discriminabicn or harm,” and
to protecting the cinl rights of LGBTQ-
IAZS+ pecple

“T've  watched as many in  the
LGBT QLA+ comimunity wete furced to

meve from their states n rural ¢ ibies,” OL-
wer Webb, cperations director al the Diver-
sity Alllance for Puget Sound, said during
public comment. *Transgender friends and
clients stopped public teansitione ot of fear
for thelr [ves, and there have been suicides,
We are not safe — we are being literally
hunted down.”

Comncilmember Clgy Diaz, who spon-
sored the reschition, she said she was
blown away by the number of people who
attended themeating, addmpgthat thisreso-
luticn will build on decades of work that
Tacoma and the state hawe done nrelation
to LGBTOIAZS + protections.

“This resolution directs olty staff towork
within Washington's law against diserimi-

nation, and highlights one of the very first
policies I passed when I came here 1o the
city to protect access for folks seeking
gender-affirmmg care at our healthoare
facilities here in Tacoma,” Diaz said

She acknowledged how, despite cily and
state leadership advocating for the com-
munity, LOBTQLAZS+ people still face
ongoing wiolence and discrinmation and
systemic barriers that threaten their safety,
well-being, and nonan rights.

“Transgender leadars are litarally being
erazed from history in front of cur eyes,”
Diaz gald “Tacoma will not erase onr
Trans and Cueer leaders fram our history ™

Councilmember Joe Bushnell said she
felt deeply troubled and unc amfort able cel-

RESOLL

ebrating while cummunily members face
real risks.

“Lanpuaga can evoke a 1ot of things Tt
can evoke excliement, fear, joy, anget, elo,
and my faar iz that these resalutions tanight
create a false hope,” Bushnell said.

While Bushnall doss not want ta mislead
the public nto belisving that the resaluticn
will shield the public from federal legisla-
tian, Devin Rydel Kelly said during public
comment that Trump and Musk’s politi-
cal effarts against Guesr commimities is
deeply concernng

*[The tescltion] will serve as a beacon
for ather commmunities,” Kelly added
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| HIV medication-related bill advances in Washington legislature
as HIV denialist RFK Jr. confirmed to oversee health agencies

EY HANNAH SAUNDERS
SGN EDITOR

& bill that would tequire Medizaid to
covet all FDA-apptoved HIV antivirals has
seen early success in the Washington state
legi slature, most recently being imanimoushy
passed by the Senate’s Health & LongTerm
Care Committee mesting on Pebruary 13
But with Robert F Kennedy Ir's recent con-
firmation asthe Health and Human Services
[HHS) secretary, primary bl soonsor Sen
Marko Liias (Ir-21) s ready to fight like hell
taensure that Washingtonians have access to
this b fe-saving medication.

*Robett F Kennedy Jr's dangerous views
threaten to upend the progress we've made
toward elmmatng HIV in this countey.”
Sen. Lilas told the SGNV “Despite whatever
conspiracy theorles the secrelary peddles,
hie cannot erase the fact that HTV antiviral
medications are mcredibly effective for
redue Ing teanstnission ™

Senate Bill 3377 states that the Health
Care Authority (HCA) — which admin-
isters Washington's Medicald program
— should provide coverage for all FDa-
approved HIV antivira]l medications with-
out pricr authorization cr step therapy, and
that coverage must be provided to state
Medicaid recipients wha are enrolled in
hoth fee-for-service and managed-care
medels. This would also apply to those i
tlating and renewing their Medicald con-
tracts with the HCA

The majority of the beneficlaries of
Washingten's Medicald, zlso known as
Apple Health, receive coverage for medical
services through a managed-care system,
which is a prepaid syetem that delivers care
through a provider network under a fixed
budget. Fee-lor-zervice models require
patientsto pay for each service

Beginning on January 1, 2023, Apple
Health fee-for-service and managed-care
plans were required to cover all medica-
tions used for the treatment of HIV, as
well as PrEP, without prior authorizahion.
Step therapy, which wam’t covered under
this, is when insurance companies require
patients to take cerfain steps before they
will cover medications. Thiz can nclude
forcing patients toiry lower-cost presorip-
ticn medications, even if they aren™t as
effecive.

Duting the Senate Committee on Health
& Long Term Care’s publis hear mg on Feb-
ruary 11, Sen. Liias noled how about 400
people in the state are diagnosed with HTV

ach year, but that this canbe addressed by
moreasing acoess to hife-saving aniteirals,
which reduce a pereon’s wiral load to practi-
cally zero.

“Thiz ball 15 abonl making sure thal peo-
ple have access to medication and treat-
ment sothat we will stop the spread ofthis
dizease and stop people from having to
suffer from it in out state any longen” Sen.
Lilas sald at thehearing

Tl be closely momitering the secre-
tary's altacks on these life-saving drugs,
especially s BB 5577 progresses, and will
contimue to advance legislation that ensures
that Washingtenians have the medication
theyneed,” Sen Liias told the SGN.

For the 2{23-25 biennm, the Wash-
mgien legislature appropriated funds for
the HCA to provide coverage for all FDA-
approved HIW antiviral medications with-
oul the need for prioe authorization.

YWashington has been a leadsr in
expanding access to TV treatment and
preventalive care, and that’s why 5B 5577
seeks 1o eodify what wette already doing
and have budgeted for,” Sen. Lilas added.

HIV denialist oversess federal health

agencies

In February the US Senate voted tocon-
firm RFE Ir. as the HHS secretary by a
vole of 52-48, with Republican Sen. Mitch
McConnell joming Democrals I voting
against him, as well as two other of Presi-
dent Trump’s cabinet nominees — more
than any other Republican senator Sen
MeConnell is a surviver of childhood polio

“Mr. Eennedy failed to prove he is the
best possible personta lead America’s larg-
eot health agenoy” Sen. MoConnell said.

Hennedy 1z morethan a vaceine denialist:
he also believes HTV does not cause ATDS,
but rather that recreational substance use,
like **poppers,” and lifestyle stressors are
the gause, acoordme to GLAAT. Hizrela-
tive, Carcline Eennedy, even spoke out
prior to the confirmation hearings and
urged lawmakersta reject his ¢ onfirm ation

In his new position, Kennedy now over-
sees a number of large health agencies,
mchiding the Food and Drug Administra-
tion, the Mational Institutes of Health, the
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Ses-
wices, and the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevenhicn.

LGBTQIA+-centered conference
postponed until 2026

EBY HANNAH SAUNDERS
SGN EDITOR

Washington's LOBTIA+focused Say
Tt Out Loud (STOL) annual ¢ onference, held
by the Health Care Awthorily (1CA) since
2001, has been posipone d this year but will
return in 2026 with essential updates and
NEW PRICEE.

HTwward to assure you that the decision to
postpone wam't influenced by any govern-
ment developments. The pause 12 all abont

taking time to remagine and enhance the
conference sxperience,” Katie Pops, dep-
uty chief communications officer of the
HCA, told the SGN.

The SIOL conferences provide attend-
cef with an cpportunity to share mioems-
tion and network to decrease disparities
LGET QLA+ peeple fave. The conferences
cover & diverse range of tepics, likee under-

Washington State

Health Care Authority

standing how sexually and gender identity
irmpact a persen's cverall behavioral and
peychological health, self-determination,
and well-being Past ewent attendecs have
included behavicral heakhcare profession-
alg and thoge fram nonprefits, child wel-
fare, education, and justice agencies
“&fler the 2024 SICL conference, the
HCA and the SI0L planning committce

decided to take a break in 2025 to create
an even mare supportive and educational
event for our allendees, speakers, and the
broader LGB TQLAZS + community,” Pope
added.

While the date and location for the 2026
SOIL conference have yet tabe atmonunced,
Pope encourages those Interested to jein
the advizory commitee.
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Trumb targets the Department of Education — and kids it sought to protect

BY GARY L. DAY

For a number of years, the US Depart-
ment of Education has been ane of the
majar targets of conservative Republicans,
who makeno bones about the fact that ther
wltimats zoal 15 no less than the ¢ omplete
terrnation of the departiment. Since hiz
inauguration, President Donald Trump and
his BMAGA allies have unleashed rltipls
attacks apaingt the THOE that may end up
achieving Republicans’ goal.

The TDE was foundsd in 1979 by Con-
gress, under the asgs of former President
Firnrmy Carter, and has been foundational
in establishing sducati onal standards and
prometing nondizcrimination gndelines
for schools and collsges to protect rmar-
mnalized students, such as LGETOH kids,
girls, and other marpinalized students.

On Fan. 31, Rep. Thomas Massie (B-EY)
imtroduced HE 8358 “Th terrminate the
Department of Education” It was referred
tathe Houss Comnittes on Education and
Warkforce

“While this bill works itz way thtough the
legdlative process, the Trump adminiztra-
tion has basically desclared war apainst the
[OE, asithas onmany govermiment ag=n-
cies since the inauguration

rver the past few weeks, Trump and s
allies have taken several steps to cripple
the THOE in prapatation for its eventual
dismantling, partioularly itz work to pro-
tect civil rights Almost irmediately upon
taking offics, the Trump admimisteation
tack contral of the THOE's Office of Civl
Rights (TR, the primary federal resource
for margnalized students and teachers to
redress discrirminatary practices and poli-
cies of schools, irnmediately reversing its
poation on a mimber of crucial issues.

For instance, the DOE's new reagime
anmounced that the OCR was dismissing
11 cornplaints and six allegations related
to baok bans, sayingit was siding“Bidet's
baok ban heax” The OCR alw announced
that it had rescinded guidance abot hook
bans and would no longsr smplay a book
ban coerdinator, a position created by for-
et President e Biden, The OCK adimin-
igtration dismissed 17 cases that imvesti-
gated whether ramoving books featuring

LOBTO+ characters and characters of
colar contributed 10 a hostile environment
fior marpinalized students.

Alze, Trump haz not overdooked the
DOE inthe raft of executive orders he has
unleashed since Tray 1 Most notably, on
Fan. 2%, Trump sighed anorder titled “End-
ingRadical Indoctrination in K-12 Schaal -
ing” which bazically, arnong other things,
negates Title T pratections.

The zoal of this particularly dangerous
order 15 made clear 1 one of 1ls opening
paragraphs “In recent years, however, pat-
ents have withesssd schools indoctrinate
their children in radical, anti-American
idealogies while deliberately blocking
parental oversight Such an emironment
operates a8 an echo chamber, in which stu-
dents are farced to accept these id=ologies
without questien or critical exarmination.
In many cases, innocent children are com-
pelled to adopt identitie s a5 either victims
or oppressors solely based on their shin
colar and athes imputable chatactstistics,
In other instances, ¥oungmen and women
are made to qusstion whether they were
barn in the wronge body and whether 1o
view their parents and their reality az ene-
rrues to be blarmed Thess practices not only
erode critical thinking but also sow divi-
son, eonfision, and distrust, which under-
rrins the wery foundations of petsonal iden-
tityr and farmily unity ”

The order 15 a widerangare hodgepodes
of conservative ideologies that run counter
to long standing DOE gudelines, The sec-
tion on definitions, forinstance, definesdis-
crirmnatory positions, paicies, and guds-
lines schools will be expectad to adopt.
“Tnzrimnatery equity wdeology™ 1210 be
avoided; that is, any sducational appraach
conssrvatives feel demigrates while peo-
ple, or might maks whits kids f=2l bad oz
une orfbrtable, “Patriolic education” is 1o
be pursued, thatiz, as the order says, t=ach-
ing a history that presents *'a clear sxami-
nation afhow the United States has admmi-
rably grown cloger to itz noble principles
thoughoutits history”

The order takes special aim at Trans
penple, the right-wing’ s dernen du jour, by

instructing that anything leading ta “social
transition” iz to be avoidsd. The order
defin=s “zocial transition™ as “the process
of adopling a ‘pendet 1dentity’ or ‘gender
marksr’ that differs from a persow's sex.
This process ¢ an include paychological o
poyvchiatric ¢ounseling of treatment by a
school couriselor or other provider, rodifi-
1N a persor’s names b g, Jane’ to James")
Or pronouns .z, ‘hin' to her', calling a
child ‘nonbinary’; use of intimats facilitiss
and accommodations, such as bathrooms
ot locker roams specifically designated for
perzons of the opposits sex; and participat-
ingin school athletic compatitions or ather
extracurticular activities specifically desig
nated for persens of the opposite sex ™

It only tock daye for the order’s impact
on Title IX to be made apparent. On Fsh
5, Trump released another executive order,
titled “Keeping Men out of Wornen's
Sports™ which forbids Trans satls and
womsn from parlicipating in girle’ and
wiomen's spotts in schools, on pain oflos-
ing: fzderal funding (which mest likely
wiould be rauch dirnir shed or vanish alta-
ether showldthe DOE be tarronnatad).

Playing into thiz, Trump's IMOE senf a
merno Lo the nation’s schools, collepes, and
universities noti firingthem that, hencsfor-
watrd, the OCR would enforce only Titls
IX pnidelines froamn 2020 — which nsither
inchide LGBTOH peapls as a protected
class nor recopmmze 155uss rel ating to sexual
arisntation or gender identity as civil rights
issues,

As of this writing, an executive order
formally calling for the termination of the
THOE has not been releagead. Howesver, in
regard to such an order, thers would be a
question of its legality — a question that is
beingraised regarding many ofthebarrage
of executive arders spawing from the Whits
House, According to legal experts, Trunp
daesz net have the authority to summarily
terrminate the INOE @she doss not have the
awthority to suwamarily fire civil servants,
aghehas been deing willy-nilly). The TOE
was created by Congress by legidlative
action, and has been fimded by Congress
through simmlar action. According to con-

stitutional scholats, anly Congtess can tet-
minate the DOE, throughlegislation,

Which bringg us back to Thomas Mazse
and HR B39

IMazsi=is acansetvative Republican fromm
Kentucky who has served in the Heuse
since 2012, He's besn a bit of an outlie
arong conservative Republicans, holding
off endor aing Trurp untl mers days bafore
the election. He has also been ane of the
fewe Bepublicans who has voced criticisms
of some of Trump’s cabinet appointments,
though he has sq far vated for confirmmation
inevary ingtancs

Mazae's ammus toward the InJE pre-
dates Trurnp, having previously introdue &d
bills to terminate the departmernt. Those
pravious atternpts went nowhers, bul now,
with MAGA in the majority ofboth houses,
hazse may well accomplizshhis goal

However, Donald Trwmp’s partner in
crime Elon Musk’s assaults on the DOE
and other governmental agencies is starl-
ing to receive pushback from Democtats
in Congress. On Beb 6, nearly a hundred
Hougeand SenatsTemoctats sent aletter to
the acting education secratary detnanding
transparency on Trump's — and Musk's —
effortz to dismantle the departrment

That same day, a group of over 2 dozen
Trammoctatic ¢onpresspeople visited the
DHOE for petsonal mestings with whosver
is purming things thers (prearnably mem-
bers of Musk’s THHIE team, though exactly
who has not bean daterminsd) But the
legislators wers barred from entry, Locked
oul of the building, with Homeland Secu-
rity troops postedinsids to sgtop any of the
elected officials frompotentially exerciang
their constitutionally mandated eversght
authority.

Tt has not been determmned who ordered
thelockawt, Ithas also ot beendeterminsd
what further steps congressional Dermo-
cratz maytaketo defend the TrOE

Thir veas originally published in the
Philadelphia Gay Mews a¢ Afips fopgn.
car/2 250270 Itrump-tar gets-depart-
ment-ofedus alion-and-kids-it-sought-fo-
provact. Repeintsd with pommission.

Trump’s Trans erasure arrives

at National Park Service:
Fate of major 2016 LGBTQ Theme Studyunclear

BY WASHINGTON BLADE STAFF

President Trump's efforts at erasing Trans
identity intensifisd this wesk as smploy-
ees at the Mational Park Service were
insructed to remove the * T and *0" from
SLAGRTOT fom all internal and external
commumcations.

The change was first noticed on the weh-
aite of the Stonsvall National Monument;
Trans people of color were intepral to the
everts at Stonewall, whichiswidely wiewed
as the kickoff of the modern LEETO) rights
movement. The Stonewall Mational Mornu-
ment iz the first 15 national meommment
dedicated to LEBRTO rights and history

Ezaction to that mave was swifl. DMew
York City Councilmember Erik Bottcher
wrote, “The Trurmp adrmimstraton has
erased transgendsr people from the Stons-
wall Mational Bonwment website, We will
not allow them to erase the wery existence
of our siblings. We are one comrauaty! ™

But what most didrft realize 15 that the
removal of the T and *0 (for Transgen-
der and CQuser) extends to all Mational Park
Service and Interior Trepartment cormrmu-
nications, raising concerns that the meoswe
could jeopardize fitute LOGBTO monu-
ments and project work,

The Blade reached cut to the MNalional
Fark Service for cormmsnt on the Trans era-
sure ard received a curt responss that the
agency 15 inplamenting Trurp's sxscutive
order “Defending Women fron Gender Ide-
ology Bxiremiam and Besloring Biological
Truth to the Faderal Gowerrpnent,” aswell as
agercy dirsclives toend all DELinitiatives.

The question being debated internally
naw, according to aknowledge able source,
iz what to do with 2 massive LOETO
Theme Sudy, whuch as of Beb 14 waz sl
available on the NPS website, In 2H4, the
Gl Poundation recopnized an ommzsion
af historic LGBTO sites in the nation’s
racaords, and the organization mades a grant
to theNational Park Service to cormrmission
a first-oftits-kind LGBTO Theme Study,
which was published in 2006, 1t was aland-
mark project that represented majer prog-
rags for the LGETO cormmuuty i having
our contributions included in the broader
American story, something that 1z becom-
ingincreasingy difficult given efforts like
“Trom’t Say Say” laws that ban the teaching:
of LGET( topic £ in achonls.

A soee told the Blade that MNational Park
Service commmmcations staff susgested that

rerooving chapters of the 2016 Theme Study
that partain to Transgendser psopls might
placate anti-Trans political appointecs But
ons smnployes pushed back on that, sugges-
ing instead that the entire Theme Study ba
rernoved. Bliting the docurnent o remese
onecomrmuity’s contribitions and parspec-
tive winlates the acadernic intent of the piol-
sct, accorchng to the source. A final decizion
onhew to proceadis apectad soon,

Mearmwhile, a protest [wad planned for
Friday, Feb. 14 at noon at Christopher Park
in Mew York City (7th Ase. 5. and Chrigto-
pher Strest) The protest [was] planned by
staff atthe Stonewrall Inn.

“The Stonewall Inn and The Stonewall
Inn Cives Back Initiative are outraged

and appallsd by the recent ramoval of the
waord “transgendert from the Stonewall
Mational Momnment page on the Mational
Park Servics website” the sroups sad in
4 saternent. “Tet us be clear Stonewall iz
transgendsr Mustory Marcha B Johnson,
Sylvia Rivera, and countless other trans
and gender-nonconforming individual s
fought bravely, and often at great personal
risk, to push back against oppressive sys-
temns Ther courage, sacrifics, and leader-
shup were central Lo the reqstance we now
celebrate as the fhundation of the modern
LEETO+ rights moverment.™

Reprinted with permission from the
“Washingion BElads
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REFUGEES

CONTINUED FROM COVER

L N
ROBERT FOSS
RTESY ENTRE HERMANOS

pace of arrests, delentions, and deporia-
tions has been ticking up, he said ~ and the
workload was already overwhelming.
Entre Hermanos, g small nonprofit on
South Jackson Street that serves LOBTQ
Talinos, has Lwe immigration allorneys
and will soon hire a third, but it's already
handling about 130 cases in house. ‘T'hat
docs’l count the 230-300 residents of
refugee camps o Tulkwila and elsewhere in
King County they've helped fill ont appli-

cations for asylum or work permits. Andup
to a dozen people a day are showing up at
the office without an appointment.

“Whal's going on reminds me of the Sal-
vadoran refugee crisis,” Foss said, “It's all
hands on dack.”

Many clienls are Trans wormen whaoe werc
raped, beaten, threatened, arrested, or per-
secnred back home, then fled o the United
Stales in scarch of safety. The Taw allows
them to ask for asylum, but the process is
complex and franght with danger. So Toss
and his colleagues do their best to guide
them throughit it thev have capacity.

Hurdles

An immigrant seeking asylim is sup-
posed Lo be granled a “eredible fear™ miler-
view with a federal agent, in which they
explain why they fear persecntion — vio-
lenee or imprisonment — if relurned 1o
their home country. Credible tear can be
based cn pelitical activism; membership in
a mareginalized ethuic, religious or social
group; & history of being subjected to vio-
lenee; or heing Queer.

But gaining asylum s au uphill battle.
Hirst, many don’t get an interview  they
are jusl sumnmarily deported. Sceond,
Foss said, Trans women, Gay people, and
womenl who've been sexnally assanlted find

it very difficult to “fully reveal the contours
of their asylum claim. Thev're supposed to
sit there and explain to a man they’ve never
scen hefore how they were raped.” Finally,
the government sometimes accuses the
immigrant of something heinaus, like gang
alMlialion. with no evidenee. “Tis diflicull
to overcome that kind of accusation,” said
Toss.

11 the immigranl passcs the eredible fcar
interview, they still need to go through a
hearing. It"s not easy, but T'oss says Tntre
Hermanos has won asylum for dozens of
‘Irans women and other LGBTQ people in
recenl years, “Wolhing is beller than win-
ning & case,” Foss said. “Sometimes vou've
justsaved someone’s life.”

Times are changing quickly

But Toss worries about the clients his
office is foreed Lo rn away. And i’y
uncertain how those they take in will fare,
because things are changing so quickly.
Federal funding for services to victims of
gender-based viclence is in jeopardy. Foss
hopes private Toundatiens will hielp, bul he
acknowledges the demands on them will be
steep.

He also worries ahoul federal Tunding
for the health care side of Entre Hermanos,
which provides IITV resting, treatment and

prevention services. Ile hopes direct finan-
cial support from the LGBTQ community
in the Nerthwest can sustain Enwe Herma-
nos through e present ecmergency.

Recently, one of the Latin American
rafngees he helped apply for asylom —
who had already passed a credible fear
interview and was entitled to a hearing
turned up on a list of immigrants who'd
been senl Loy the TS mililary hase al Guan-
tanamo, a place that until quite recently
was reserved for alleged terrarists. While
the refugee’s family was absorbing that
news, Foss learned that the person was no
Tonger al Guantanama. The administration
announced that the immigrants detained
there had been flown to ITonduras before
being returned Lo their home counlrics. But
Foss™s client still hasia't turned up in Hon-
duras.

“Ti’s mever pood when someone disap-
pears while they're in detention,” Foss said.
“The family is distranght.”

1o help Entre Hermanos continus fo sup-
pavt LORTQ asylum seekers in desperate
nsed of safeiy ond legal o :
https. Fentrehermenos.orgfdonate!

ARMSTRONG

CONTINUED FROM COVER

$2 million via grants  will play to their
advantage when il comes Lo funding cily
services with progressive reverme, Arm-
strong said.

Armstrong 1% concerned Lhal 15% of
Seattle’s sewage system trickles into Puget
Saund, and believes that more investment
instreet lights is needed for both safety and
pedestrian activation in some areas.

As a member of the Seattle LGBTO+
Commission, Armstrong said they already

BARNES

CONTINUED FROM COVER

Lo resolve Lhal problemn guickly and nol
make it worse??”

Crealing trust

Chiet Barnes hopes to create a sense of
frust berween residents and the SPD, sa
that people turn to the police when they
need help. For years, the department has
atlernpled 1o rebuild relationships follow-
ing the 2020 protests, during which polica
used violent force in the historically Gay
Capilo! Hill neighhorhood.

“We have to let people know that no mat-
ter how you identify, no matter what vou
call yourseIl, you are loved by Uhis deparl-
ment,” Barnes said, recalling that he was
asked if he meant to say “love” when he
said the same thing at a conference. “I said
yes, because we get to serve in the commu-
niLy. Think shoud thal, whal an henor iis Lo
serve someons.”

On February 19, he issued a press release
on the SPTYs posilion an the imTigration

have some leose relalionships wilth cily
councilmembers. Armstrong worked with
Councilmembers Bob Kertle and Tanya
Woo to save Theatre Puget Sound, which
was set to close because of an expired
Ticensing agreementl thal Mayor Broce Har-
rell’s office left untendead, they said.

“I've seen the actual consequences and
repereussions of forgelling aboul the Killle
euys,” Armistrong added.

Running as a Queer person in Trump’s

America

Armstrong noted the dearth of Queer
elected officials in Washington. The Vie-

lory Funid, a polilical action commillee
that works to increase the number of open
LGBTOQ+ public office holders, found that
at least one LGBTQ+ personran for elected
office in every state, according to its “Out
on Ihe Trail 20247 reparl, which slales thal
in 2024, about 15% of those candidates
were gender diverse, including ‘Iransgen-
der, Gender-Nonconlforming, Nonbinary,
and Two-Spirit pzople. doublz the number
in 2020,

Armstrong is aboul 25% qualified to enter
the race, needing about 6U{rmore signatures
from Seattle voters, as well as donations.

Armstrong recom meands that Seattle res-

idenits Lurn T national news for a bil and
tocus on hvperlocal happenings, where they
can create the most impact,

Acknowledp g that they've got anuphill
battle against incumbent Mayor Harrell,
whie has corporale backing, Armsirong still
refuses to be intinidated,

“We want to put people first. Not corpora-
lioms, nol special inlerests. We wanl Lo pal
actual, uihoused people first.” Armstrong
said. “I'm going to fight and see what we
can do, bul 11 going Lo be hard work ™

For more wformetion, visit hups:fiarm-
strongfurellcom,

status of community members, and echoed
sitnilar slalements.

“Throughout mv career in policing and
as your new Seattle Police Chief, T have
unwaveringly supported the rights of
undecumented people, whe are vulnerable,
too often victimized and exploited, and may
nol feel sale coming forward when they are
victims of crime,” Barnes wrote. “We con-
tinue to vrge victims, witnesses, or anyone
with information of criminal activity to
engage with Seattle police officers without
fear thal they will he asked any guestions
regarding their immigration status. When
people are afraid to report, crimes go unad-
hressed, communilics heeome valnerable,
and more people are victimized. We cannot
let that happen in Seattle.”

Contentious history

LGBTOQLA+ people in Seattle have a con-
tentious history with police, who have his-
torically used their authority to harass and
tliseriminate against Queer peaple. Tn Jan-
uary of 2024, several Gay bars were raided,
and many patrons felt that they were being
Largeled. Barmes hopes 1o huild trust by

starting from the inside.

“T think somelimes rust has been bro-
ken, but sometimes it hasn’t besn thers
in the first place,” Barnes said. “Tt begins
with making sure that the cullure of my
police department is inclusive of everyone,
and making sure that there is no tolerance
for any Lype of behavior internally that is
offensive, because if it's allowed internally,
it bleads out.”

In 2022, there was a dispute about Seattle
Pride not allowing officers to participate
in the parade while in uniform beeause of
the history of Queer people experiencing
trauma at the hands of uniformed officers.
Barnes expericneed similar conlenlionsness
in Madison, and hopes that over tine the
vniform will not have negative associations.

“The officers wanted Lo participate in
their unitorm, because for them, they
wanted to show the community and per-
haps a voung person that wants to be a cop
but may be afraid of the sometimes over-
masciline energy it police departments
that no, we're not like that. The truth is,
officers were hurt. I'm not suggesting that
T right or thal anyone clse is wrong. T'm

just asking that it |the uniform| is some-
thing thal is keeping people Trom being
together, thew we can work that out.”

The path lrward

Barnes hopes that & year from now, the
SPD will be on a clear path to crime redue-
tion, see a disruption in the drig markel,
and have added 150 officers to the depart-
ment. Ile also wanrs 0 see an increase in
911 callers and for pzople to believe that the
police are there to help them.

“Towanl you Lo know thal you have an

advocate in the Seattle Police Department,”
Barnes said. “I am a Black man from the
South, and T knew Dirsthand whal 11°s ke
when people discriminate and treat vou dif-
ferently becanse of things you can't change.
Tr there’s anyone in the ¢ity thal uncer-
stands, it’s me, and we want to do whatever
we can Lo be suppartive,
“Let’s partner together; let’s find middle
and common ground. And the things that
dom’t maller in the hig scheme of things
— let's find a way to minimize those and
maximize the things that really do.”
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Preston Sing
The Sleeping B

The Sleeping Beauty
Pacific Northwest Ball=t
MeCaw Hall, Jannary 31, 2425

Leave it to Peter Eoal and his creative
team at Pacific Northweest Ballet to come
up with an idea thal fransportz a clas-
sic Rusdan ballet from a fairy tale palace
to what Boal refers o az “a mythical land
reserrbling the Pacific Mortksvest” Using
Tlingt artid Preston Sindetary and fansd
coztume degipner Paul Tazewell, Tehai-
koveky's The Sleeplng Bsauwfy 13 trans-
ported from the traditional castle full of
courtiers m white wigs and 1Bth-century
cosumess to themisty woods and waters of
owr beautifid region.

Un opeming mght the audience was fas-
cinated by Singlstary’s dramatic staircase
— a masave carving of an saple whoss
unfurled wings farmed an arch ower the
procession of digrotaries and fairies com-
ing to celebrate the birth of Princess
Aurora. The dancers wore Tazewell's strik-
ing costumes based on Nortlmvest Coastal
ovaid forms (2., raven, sagle), instantly
recozuzable as PNW tribal patterns, in
dramatic yellows, reds, and black, The
program noles desoribe in detail the Tlin-
gt baliefs shaping each form and color, bt
the owerall imprasaon on the auwdisne s was
el

Equally intrigiune wers the thought-
ful and apprepriate adaptations of Mariuz
Petipa’s fabulous choresgraphy While
preserving all the beloved favarites, some
of the dances were gven a refreshing
shake-up by Peter Boal, himsslf a fanous
principal from the Mew York Citv Ballet,
With the help of Trouglas Fullington, an
expert in Petipa's choreography and nota-
tio, the adapted steps wears as demanding
as ever yet somehow less formal and mere
in tune with Pacific Northwest sensiblitiss.
The result was a mxturs of surpriss at new
interpretations and delight with how well
they fit in with the familiar music.

Act 1 1llusirated the flexibility of Pelipa’s
Fussian style with some dramatic forward-
facingelamants it corps mavarnsants, while
Act 2 preserved the ballroom quality of

BY SHA

the court without undermimng the Tlingat
sensibility of Singlstary’s snardian sage.
Oh, and Sasquatch called the Ogte, but we
knew exacily whe he was) made his appear-
ance by heing chased by a gangofdancing
chuldren, whose jovful teasing mads all of
us BigFaot belisvers!

The opening night principals, Angelica
Cenerosa as Princess Aurora and Jona-
than Batista as Prince TxSsitrd, were noth-
ing shoet of wondsrful, Gensrosa’s play-
ful teenapet in Aot 1 performed the Rose
Adaprowath oyful delicacy, wiule Batista’s
courtesy — together with his vibrant solos
— expressed all that needsto be sand dbodt
ahappyimarriags.

In 2 big, elaborate ballet like this one,
there are dezens of remarkable per for-

10N CUMBERLAND

mances, but Act 2 1z designed to show
off one delightful “divertissement™ after
ancther as the wedding guests take turns
honering the newlyweds. The Pusz in
Boots and White Cat duet danced by
Price Suddath and Madizon Rayn Abeo
was hizsingly hilaricus, The Bluebird
and Princess Florine duet with Mark
Cuddihee and Clara Ruf Maldenade was
breathtaking, and Hep o My Thumb, Hiz
Brothers & The Ogre was the delight of
the esening, Mot to ke cvetlooked, how-
ever, was the hghlisght of Act 1 when
Carabosse, petformed by Drvlan Wald,
bringsher pang of micetothe party inthe
shape of four dancers with multiple pup-
pets that heerify the courtiers and delight
the audience

Though I don't normally rewvisw the pro-
gram handed out to the audiance, comgpli-
ments 20t En Face masazine for describ-
ing all the process and flanming that went
into dewvelopinga new work, It's unusually
¢ anprehensive For this new production of
The Sleeping Beaufy, fnce the concepl is
soooriginal and central to the culture of o
region Al firgt the idea of a MNative Ameri-
can take on adasscal Bussian ballet ssems
4 bt odd, kit all waorks wonderfull v weell,
in a sirnilar way to how the “preen® Ring at
Seattle Opera ussd the Pacfie Northwest
landscape to make Wagner's Ring cicls
niew apait — distine thy ours yet appreciated
arqund the world for its familiar music and
fascinatingarigins. I predict this new Sleep-
ing Beauty will have the same receplion.
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ACT Theatre and Seattle Shakespeare merge for an improved future

BY MIRYAM GORD ON

At the end of Janmary, ACT Theatrs
and the Seaitle Shakespeare Cormpatny
announced that they were poing to merge.
The SGN sat down with Elisabeth Farweell-
Mharsland, the current intetim producing
attistic ditector at ACT, and John Brad-
shaw, current exscutive director of “Seattle
Shakss,” who will become the new manag-
g chrector. Farwell-Moraland will rernaim
to help a national search for 4 new artistic
director. (She rrght put her hat in the ring
for that position, but that's vt 1o be deter-
reitsd )

This merger 15 complicated. The Shake-
spears company has roughly a 32 million
anmial budget, and ACT s 15 abowt $4 mil-
lion. Some of that would inclide overlap-
pitye eraployes rolas, 5o the merger could
mean & motrs compact cormpany than the
sum of thoss figres might imply. Erad-
shaw mentioned that his company had
already not been hiring replacements as
people lofl and had no further productions
announced, so the staffisnaturally amaller.

He also described how he and John
Langs, the departed artistic director at
ACT, had been chatting, is longtime
industry friends, 2 year agn.

“The owerall environment for the pet-
forming arts has been incredibly difficult,”
Bradshaw said “Like restaurant closures

SEATTLE

SHAKESPEARE

‘%n TEMPORARY
THEATRE

COVID hit the perfrming arts industry
Tt Iut the restaurant inchustry. Thess indus-
tries have nof revoversd quickly. [Also] I
love Seattle Center but it"s tough, with the
opemng of Climate Pladese Arena, you
know, with all the activities there, with
the parking costz now here, with the traf
fic after evemts. Kather than comimung to
recover, wa've continued to lose, [He and
1] wers talkingabout sharing space (as two
separate companies) at the BEaples Build-
ing (ACT shotme space). ACT was looking
for a managng director. We were locking
for an artistic director. Geaorge Mount had
depped dowr., Was thete a possibility of
these two organizations coming together?

EBradshaw agre=s that it makes financial
s=nge, in order to shore up the (semetimes)
palpable shrinkage of sudience mermbers,

the new habits people have of staying
home, and the amng of some of the erst-
whils steady audiencs members, as well as
steady donats,

“And from the standpomnt of what ACT
does and what Seattle Shakespeare does,
we'te not competitive,” he added. “We are
not dang the same type of work. It made
sense for the two [companies]. We bagan
a conversalion of . having our boards
explore thiz, because the decision had 1o
come fromaboard standpoint.”

“1 got go excited when I heard sbowt
the merger idea,” Farwell-Moreland
exclaimed, “because I thought, "KHnally
there’'s somebody ¢ aming up with an idea
on haw to keep these inslitutions going and
make them sustainable in a warld where
theaters ate closing ™

Future plans

Tiwelfth Might (Rane 7-22), will be a juint
procuction. The launch in the fall will
hegin the new season of the Union Arts
Center, the business name Thers is stll
more to decids, including a name for the
NeW COMIpay

Eoth Farwell-Meoreland and Bradshaw
supeested that there would be several
phasss ower the next few vears an adjust-
ment to the merser, a stabilizing, and
finally an ability to increase their afferings,
bring in other companiss to the analler
spaces, and even to have a larger tx of
avents, such as postry readings, play read-
ings, ar string quartsts, The intention ista
live up to the new corporate name, Tnon
Arts Center.

The theater comrmurnty 15 sill mourn-
ingthe lazs of companies like Book-It, and
the sconormic infrastiucturs they provided,
hnle 1t might lack the city 15 like loang
another, it iz hoped that this merper can
help both succesd and thrive,

For more articles and reviews, go fo
WW W free book. comsSeattle Theater iy it-
arn Plaass po fo hftpsMimramiTheateor
Musings.blogapof.com and subscribe fo gof
articles divecedy fo your nbox!

\Amagical, fantasticd

BY SHARON CUMBERLAND AND ALICE BLOCH

The Magic Fhute

by Wiolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Librette by Emanuvel Schikaneder
Seatile Opera

McoCaw Hall, Seattle Center
Februvaryll and 23

Mozatt himgel fwould hawe loved Seattle
Opera’s amazing new production of The
Magic Flute, IV's a combination of live
orchestra, video ammation with silent-
rovie-style titles instead of dialopue, and
real lise opeta sngetrs sngasng with the
video prajected behind, around, and upon
them Judpging by the raucous applause on
apening weskand, this aurprisinginterpre-
tation of a beloved favorits ig an undguali-
fied success,

Commissionsd for Berlin's Komische
Oper in 212, thiz wild and crazy Magic
Flute has traveled around the weorld,
delighting over one mullion attandessin 75
venues, on every continent that has opera
houses. For all its daring diffarsnces, this
rervention of Mozart’s mest popular work
retains his gorgeous music and sven adds
somne excerpts of his fantasias, played by
fortepiam st Jay Rezendaal during;the mppsr
titls sequences that raplace Schikaneder’s
lotg and sometite s tedious dialogne.

In his own time, Mozart was an innova-

tive composer who loved combining the
silly, the dangerous, and all things new in
muacal theater He would have been onhis
feet with the rest of us, hooting and clap-
ping for this terrific production,

Then the red selvet curtain was lifted,
the audience was conftonted with a mas-
sive soteen and projections that created
2 constantly changing, mapical world
Eewolving doors revealed the performers,
singng their hearts out, while the anima-
tions surrounditg tharn created fiyingcrea-
tures, manstets, and eyve-defiing effects
With perfect iming, the singers coordi-
nated thear pestures with the projections —
a feat as amazing asthe singncitself

Tenors Duke Kim and Victor Byan Rob-
ertson allernated as the elegant Tamino,
whase gestures wers in perfect syme with
the mensters and female mageans who
accompanied him. The singng of sopra-
nos Brandie Sutton and Camulle Ortiz as
hiz swestheart Parmna was squally beauti-
ful. Rodion Pogossov's hilatious Papageno
rright have stolen the show with hngwium-
sical achingand delightful interactions with
fying elephants and a cleverly animated
black-catcompanion

Mo one, however — not even the aston-
ishing coloratura soprano Sharl=en Joymt,
who sang an unforgettable Ousen of the

Might in a masawe spider projection —
cauld steal the show from the animations
themselves. The illusions of movement,
speed, danger, crazy creatures, and wild
calors were thareal stars of the show,

Control by machine

At timies we pitisd the dngers, whose free-
dom of mavernent was harmpered by the st
and staging: for mast of their time onstage,
they had to singwhils harnessed tothe wall
and standing of sgquatting on a high, tiny
tlatform. The video provided amost all of
the mation, whils the singers wers mostly
stationary. When they pot to movwe across
the dage, their svary motion hadto be pat-
fectly coordinated with the video zoormrg
by, Condralled by the speed of a machine,
the performers wete as hamstrungas Char-
lie Chaplin i Medern Timas. It's a testa-
et to their professionalism and skill that
they sang parfectly wadsr thess conditions,

One of the most emjoyable moments in
the operahas always been at the end, when
dll the lowsrs are brought togsther and
Papageno joins hus Papagena to sing about
their anticipated marriage, They want to
have lots of little papageni, and Mozart
fans always walch to ses whether the kids
are imaginatry or actually matetialize,
with gangs of Little children runmng onte

= AT iris =5
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the stage as a visudl joks. We've seen 1l
both ways, but this projectad version has a
third: with animated papagen: popping oul
of every pozsble niche in a projection afa
happy home., We counted 41 kids| Try #had
m areal-life production!

The opening-weskend audisre &5 gave an
especially loud welcatne to conductor Chiris-
tine Brardes, a brilliant zopranc in her own
right, who has become a geeatly achmired
conductor. She 15 cherished worldwids,
not enly as a weornan who has successfully
ertered the mostly male wotld of conducting
bl alzo as a Leshian whose embrace of her
wentity haz inspired LGBTOIAY performm-
&t and musicians wotldwids, She says that
by being open about her sexuality, *1 hope
that learning of my relationshap will causs
[people] 1o step back ard resvaluate any pre-
concerved notions about Gay relationshups
and our right to fair and equal treatment
urler the law”

The Magic Flufe 13 an opera all about
the teirnph of love over forces of el that
stand 1n1 the way of authenticaty and deva-
fion. What could be mere timely in thess
strange and difficult days?

Performances run through March 8 For
more infarmafion and fo purchase tickets,
whsif https Aww w seattieopera org.
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ival announces lineup
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summer street party

BY HANNAH SAUNDERS
SGN EDITOR

April 3 62025 Seautle. Washington niiiv.org
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The Cueer/Pride Pecival (QPF), the
Pacific Morthwest’s largest LGBETOLA+
rmuzic and arts festival, recently announced
itz 2025 lineup for the thres-day surnmer
celsbration on 11th Avenues, whuch will fea-
ture both hypetlocal and nationally recog:
nizad artigts, risiciang, drag queens, bur-
lesque dancers, and Tiis

“Bach June, the QuestPride Bestival
explodss anto Capitol Hill, turning it into
a pulsating playveyound of ferce creativity
and umapelogetc authenticity as the strests
throb with slactric vibes and jaw-dropping
petformances that redefine celebration”
organizer Jooy Burgess sad in a press
release.

The event will feature a Mgz outdoor
main stage, over dx indoor and outdaor
bars, local food trucks, a three-story VIP
loungs, and live zocial media coverage and
gveaways. New opportunities for ths year
include photos with KaPawl's Drag Race
zlars and meet-and-preets.

Headliners for this yeat’s festival are the
B&D singer Tinache, Lil' IKim, an Ameti-
can rapper who has sold ower 30 million
singdes and aver 15 mllion albwns world-
wide, singer and songwrriter Bebecoa Black;
Courtess Luann, who was an orignal cast
miernber of The Real Howrewiver of New
Fork Cley, and forrner reality TV personal-

BARBER SHER SALSH

X1 STMMIT AVE E.SERTTLE. WA 26102 8

IHE-3T3_EIL]

TER DETSTHER  ERE FAESH 8

frt

ity from 8TV 2 The Hills, Haich Montag

Additional artists far the Rine 27-2% bash
include Sasha Colby, wimner of RulPaul’s
Dirag Face season 15 (who iz adoted by
Durgess's faff at Quest/Bar, accordingto
previousreporting by the SGNY. Drag Racs
smason 16 winnet Myrnphia Wind wall also
take the stage, as will Lexi Laove, Omya
Marwe, and Ssattle’s own Arietty (2l cur-
rently competing on season 17) and Seat-
tle's Bosco (s=azon 14

“At Dueer/Pride Festrval, we don't just
celebrate Pride, we ignits it Burgess told
the SGA “Thiz summer, we're once again
bringing together an extraordinary mix of
talent, feom iconic headliness Like Tinashe
and Lil' Eim to fierce queens liks Sasha
Colby and Mymphia Wind, whe are rede-
finingwhat it means to be unapologetically
fabulous. I’z 2 chance to witness the bold-
& performances, break bomdaries, and
embrace the electtic enetsy of the Quest
¢ omrrnity. Whether you'rs hereto dance,
sing, or smply be in the moment, OPF is
whers true szl fexpression takes center
stage. 5o come celebrats with us and sup-
port the artists who ate paving theway for 2
more vibrant, inclusive future®

Vielt hitpaueerpridsfestival comdtick-
sis for flolof tnfrmation.

g
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Queerindie icon Jordana hits t

he'stage at Madame

Lou’s for Lively Premonition tour

BY MADPISON JONES

On a frigd Wednesday evening during
the week of Walenting’s Day, Madare Low's
was bustling As the doors opaned, show-
ners that wers lined up sarly outside the
vermie began 1o pack imbo the crarrped base-
et bo see the Quesrindicicon Fordana.

Jordana's music and artistic appeal
btought in the late-right, mostly collegs-
aged crawd, which also included tweenty-
sornethingLeshian ¢ ouples ad oldsr indis
fans, all of whorm wers sager to see this out
and proud Chueer artist shines on stage. One

gy had alrsady magesd and pub on a Jor-
dana T-ghirt frarmn the merch baoth, having
firg se=n her back in 2022 atthe Showbax
in 3ol When asked whether he enjoyed
that showy, he shrugesd and said, “Well, she
was good enough forusto comes back ™

Rachel Bobbitt was the opening act. Her
earnest parformance with backing gantars
and synths, sharing rouch in comron with
Tordana somcally, saaly captivated the
roorn. Based out of Canada, Bobbitt men-
tioned to the crowd that it washer first tim=
viating Seattle

st Deen 5o exerted for thus Fordana
tour, and her fans have been nicer than we
could've ever expected,” she said during
the saf.

Thecrowd reaffirmned this sentirnent, with
nns tidience member even shauting, “You
didso zood!™ at the end of het last song

Jordana imprasses

Jordana, weating a cottagscors dress,
received a boisterous reception. Cormment-
ing; on the show bang sold out, she adrmt-
ted teasingy to the crowd, “Ouys, this is
borkers, thiz 12 cray-cray”™ She and her
band then procesdsd to play al the songs

from her new albur, Livels Fremoniiion,
inarder

The st started off rockily, with ths
drummer having techmical difficultiss,
which were quickly resolved, and it was
then redesrnsd by the band's first song
“We Get By, which f2lt damorons and
pristine, very much aded by Jordana's tal-
snted violin plaving,

Jordana kept the audhencs looss and on
itz taes wath ally one-liners as she became
mors comfortable on stage. Al one poind,
she slipped inte 2 Trump impersonation.
Acknowledgngthes vags trad-wifs ressimn
blarce of her outfit, she said, “Even thoush
I'mdressed like T voted for him, I hate the
guy — trust mel” The impression ended
up beaing a crowd fvorite, svoking lots of
laughter thraugheut the night.

The st firdshed with a fow fracks Bom
Summer’s Owver, Jordana’s most well-
known collaboration alburn with TV Gitl
A woman in the audience audibly gasped
in excitermnent when Jardana announced the
seoond to last song, “Sweet to Me” After
the show, Fordana came qut to grast fans at
the merch booth, capping a mpht of stellar
performanc s

David Gray shares his journeyin
Dear Life at the Moore Theatre

BY MADISON JONES

Before people discoveted artists online
through music-streaming plaforms, UK
rusicians offen strugeled to find their foot-
hold across the pond amons Amsrican audi-
ences Inthe late 1900z to caly 2000z, David
Gray happened 1o beone of thoss casss,

A bona fids singer-songwriter and major
figrrs 1 the UK and Treland’s ruacal
landacape, Gravismast well known forhis
fourth album, Whits Ladder, self-relaaged
in 1998, It did not take off in popularity
initially. It was not urtil Gray started toue-
11 as the opener for the Trase Matthews
Band that hatthews rereleased the album
10 20K on his label ATO Records, which
catapulted Gray onto the charts.

Althougdh it arnsd hiro a 242 Gramry
normnation for Best New Artst, Oray saw
comparatively less successin the TS than
the UK and Ireland. But nowadays, he has
amassed aloyal base of American listeners
after many more years of album relsases
and touring thraughout the coutry,

His mosl recent prajxct, Drear Lifs, sees

Gray continuing to detmonstrate his chops,
exploring molifs of emetional crisis and
resohtion, mortality and faith, reality and
illusion, loss and acceptance Gray gave the
audience a taste of it, a3 well as covering
the popular highlishts of his back cata-
logue, while on tourin Seattle ol the Maore
Theater

Chemiztry with the andience

Gray had palpable chemistry with his
andience immediately upon entering the
stage. He recerved a standing ovation and
gracionsly bowed befors starting the first
song, “Live in Slow Motion, ™ It was clear
throughout the night that Gray's work
lends itself to an atmosphers of love and
self-acceptance. Seweral Gay and Lesbian
couples embraced one another during his
heartfelt performances,

The most compelling elemnent that night
wag Gray’s openness and vulnerabilily
Thete were several moments in which he
relayed tales of his life that led to the cre-

ation of uch of his mmsic. For sxampls,
“Last Boatto America™ wasinspired by the
muxture of emotions Gray faced after s
fathet’s death in 1998, in the mists of hus
White Ladder tour, “Crief takes time, Liks
a shadowcastower your life afterwards,” he
said. SGray explansd how his father optad
tohawve a celebration-of-life party instead of
g traditional funeral, and haw it felt ploying
galfwith his father only 24 how's before his
pasang Gray's stories clearly resonated
with the crowd, demonsirating why people
findhis mmsic relatabls,

Thers wers alzg lighthearted and humeor-

ous maments during the oght, In the rmod-
dlz of the sat, someons from the audisnes
threwe their wallet onte the stape at Gray
Befors the next song, Gray teased, “1f amy-
Dody theows something &l se onto the stage,
T'll punch their lights out!”

The evening ended jovially however,
with Gray and has band playng  Babylon™
m an encore, which had everyons stand-
ingup, dancing, and singing along Saying
their final goedbyes to the cheering crowd,
Gray rallied hiz bandmalas to the front,
who cheetflly waved goodbye and mads
heart symb cle with their hands.
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Bitch goes full bitch out
at the Rabbit Box

BY ANDREW HAMLIN

Singerfmngwritstviolinist/kevboard-
isthonceptualigtirabble muser/pattiarchy
anasher Bitch (aka Karen Mowld) got started
az half of the Bitch and Animal performance
art progect, then broke away o malke her owm
rosic, notably 2022°s Bitcheraf, on Clywn-
pia’s Kill Bock Starzlabel. She's dl s worked
it filen, and wath her chuldhood idol, the pio-
nesring Dvks singsr Ferron,

Eitch brings her brand of mayhern to the
Rabhit Box at Fike Place Market con March 7

Andrew Hamline VWhere and when have
you played in Seattle before? What are
your impressions of the city

Bitch: 1 lovse Ssattlel Troads ray fiest-sver
album there (Bilch and Animal’s Whad's
That SmallP), s il dways holds 2 special
place in my heart, I've played Tripls Door,
Tractor Tavern, and the Crocodile.

AH: Any best, warst, and/or weirdest
stories framplaying Seattle?

E: Last time we played the Crocodile, they
scheduled a show after us and kicked us out
ofthe lobby when we wets selling merch, %
we took it cutside and sold it in the parking
lot! Tt waz less than gl arnorous, lal

AH: What are your best, worst, and
weirdest stories from playing around the
world?

B Driving on the sulobahn so fast, and
about thres bours into ity realizing v were
going the winng vway. Hiting a perscn to flyer
in NYC who we found out later had a flesh-
sating dissase, Baing banmed frorn a bunich of
vermisin Mertharmpton because arurer went
arcund that T had peed all over the dresang
o I got o clear my name: there wasno
bathroom 1n the dressmg room s someons
left awater bottls of pes fhat spilled, the ght
Ararnal and ] wers playing thers,

AH: Anvbody ever try ranking rou
out from the audience, and/or jumping
onstage! How da yau handle it7

E: 1 lewe beirp heckled Tt's one of ny
faworite things abowt live performmances:
petting to experience hurnanity in all of its
implaiwensss, inspiration, and interactive-
1ess

AH: Hew do 3ou put your Biteh lock
together — costumee, makeup, ete.” How
has yoor look grovwn and changed over
the vears?

E: When 1 was little, T wrote a letter to
Cwyndi Lauper azking her 1f T eould have the
ckirt she wors in the “Time After Tims”
video (Inever heard back ) T loved her wald
fashion senze.

I hawe always had an obtuse ssnss of
style. Partof me thinks 1 quit classical musc
bassd mainly on the boring ouffits) Younger
Bitch wore high heels, and the oldsr Bitch
prefers comfortabls shoes Other than that,
I il have a Punky Brewater/Miss Piggy—
infarmed styls!

AH: Haw did vou end up writing asomg
with Margaret Cho? How did that zo, and
whers can we hear it?

B: She iz tadl She asked me to cowrite a
song with het for het Amertcan Mk albumn
(wlhoch I'm naot sesing on Spotifi) called
“We So Worry® Recently, she mads an
alburn [Lucky i produced by the amaz-
ing Garrison Starr, and I played violins on
itl

AH: What are your earliest memoriasof
hearing Ferron? What struck you aboeut
her?

B: When I first heard Ferron sing, I was
abeolutely blowr away. To e, 1 was watch-

ing a legend Tt made me painfully awats
of how patriarcly keeps o0 many woicss
squashed. If we weren'tin patriarchy, Farron
wonld be 2z farmous as BobDvlan

AH: Which songs are yowr favarites
live, and whyt

EB: “Pages” 12 1y favorte song on Bioh-
ceaft. Tlove siging itlive, becauseitis alove
letter to roys=If after a very panful breakup.

AH: Any advice on haw to survive the
new.ald Trump?

B: Stay strong Dor't give upion't give
in. Thew court on our hopelsssness, Rely o
corarmrty. We outmrrbar them As awhits
petaon, I need tolean into beang cormfortabls
with beinguneomfortable

Dives from supporting cotrpaross that
support lnm. Refuse Beast Learn how to
Sy 10,

Far more information about the March 7
gig, visif!

htipane fRemb b itboxs sattle cam/
ewenis/bifch-ship-the-needle-the-never
going-back-faur,

Sax man Dave Koz on jazz,
crooners, and clams

BY ANDREW HAMLIN

From Jeff Lorbet to Bichard Marx, Gen-
aral Haspital to Desperate Housewives, sa%-
ophord st Dave Koz has spert the last 38 vears
blorsang all ower the place i the everturbu-
lent music e Hislatest albwr, Juse s, a
series of duets with piani st Bob James, comes
out March 7 on his own Just Ko Ertertain-
mert label. The duo brings an evening of
rosc and storiss to Tazz Allsy on April 1.

He recently took questions fomthe S5V

Andrew Hamlin: ¥What are your favor.
ite stories from playing Seattle before?
Yhat are your favorite things about the

city?

Drave Koz Always hope fot anextra day
off, 20 1 can explers all the city has to offer.
Probably my favorite thingas head down to
Pike Flace, towalk around and catch some
armazing enerpy there And a stop to Trar's
for sorne fisd clams is a st

AH: What muvsic, growing up, mads
¥ want to make music —which ardsts,
albums, songs, concerts, TV shows, ete.?

DI My parents lovadthe croonsrs Sina-
tra, Trsan Martin, Sarnrmy Dravis o, Blla
So 1 was expossd carly to great songwrt-
ers, amazing pieces of music, and wonda:-
ful, heartfelt anging

My dad took me to my first concerk:
Earth, Wind & Fre at the LA Foawn, Onee
I saw that hern section, all the lights and

pyro and staging, Iwas hooked.

AH: Who were your most important
music teachers, and what wers their
most important Jessons for yout

DE. Probably most influential was my
first band teacher in middle schaool, Mrs
EBrown. I was 13 when I picked up the sax
for the first tine Twaz a very shy and awk-
ward kid, asmast 13-year-olds azel B she
ingpired all afus to just telax, have fun with
the musie, and nottake it all too seriously.

I gained a hige amount of confidsnce
with het as my teacher, at 2 time when 1
really nesded that. 1 could communicats
through the saxophone many of the feelities
Thadinside that] couldn’t find words for.

AH: ¥When did you first figure out your
sexpality, and how did vou grapple with
it over the vears?

DY T knew that T was “chffersnt” from a
vary aatly age. Thadintemalized a great dsal
of shams and gult, and dide't know bow to
really pracess il, as there was no one o talk,
to back then And then HIVIAIDS started
appearing 3o rmch fear andisol shon

Slowly but surely, howewver, I gat more
comfurtable with who I was and darted
my “relling coming out” First with fam-
ily, then frisnds, then finally in 2004, pub-
licly, coming ot in The Adwocate maga-
zine. Thal was a huge step T honestly never

thought I'd maks. But the timing was right,
and T faced that fear head-on It was prob-
ably the singd= bast thing 1"ve sver done for
rroysel f

AM: VWhat wers the most important
factors in your coming out?

DI It was laots of years af therapy, heal-
ing the inside of me that neaded heal-
ing Gaining confidencs i whao I am, and
finally recopmzingthe strength inade that
T didn’t know T had.

Maot that 1 felt a “responsibility™ to comne
out, ‘cuz I dhdr't. But T am so grateful now
thatIdid— it was 2 way to say to the world,
“Hete I arn, thos is me, and 1 am OF with
it Andeverything improved after Tdid it

AM: There's a widespread percep-
ticn that Gay is not good in jazz. Your
thoughts on this! Have things changed
over ime?

DE: Yeah, strangely you'd think jazz
as an art forrmn would be very welcorming
of people of all stripes. T have had a ey
warm reception in my wotld. But truth iz, 1
know wery few LGBETY peopls injazz Mol
aurewhy Hopefully thosis slowly changing
with the next genaration

More information about the upcoming
partormance v ag

hetp ssifinine Jazzallam comdiine-hom e’
artistJsp Pshovimam="7504.
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What can we make of Trump's inangural
stalement Lhal “as ol loday, il will henee-
forth be the official policy of the United
States government that there ate only two
genders: male and female™?

First, the word “henceforth™ mean-
ing “as of now” — acknowledges that
before his statement, the full array of gen-
der identities existed, including transgen-
der, gender neulral, nombinary, agender,
pangender, gendercueer. Two Spirit. third
gender, and their variations.

Sceond, Trump imagines that these arc
a wmatter of choice, like naming a child or
deciding what to eat for breakfast. Third,
andl most delusional, he supposes that 4

Poetry = resistance

BY SHARON GUMBERLAND

declaration in a speech can force people
Lo change genders, as i changing johs or
political parties.

What can we do in the face of this hostile
and ealewlaled deeeption?

1 teel confident that we’ll ind many path-
Ways [0 assert our troths as we recover
from the shock of this monstrous lie. Tn
the meantime, we can send what signals of
resistance and solidarily we have al hand,
which is why I’ changing the name of this
column from “Poerry = life” to “Poetry =
resistanze.” Pocls have always found ways
to tell the truth in the face of fascism and
marginalization, no matter how oppressive
the regime,

The Body of a Girl Lies on the Asphalt

like the Body of a Girl
lorrin a. greathouse

& this docs not bear comparison. The body of a girl lics
on the asphalt and 1s not like the splayed anatomy

otf'broken fruit. It 1s not like a gaped wide mouth, throat
a stoppered botile. [t is not like the mystery ot a bird

-less feathers. Or the dull-eyved glint of a wishing well
gone suddenly dry, down payments on possibility

The three poems presented here demon-
strale three ways of elling the truth. Pocl
torrin a. greathouse |sic| rejects the poet’s
most important tool — metaphorical com-
parisons — in order Lo asserl the statk Trag-
edy of a girl who has been killed, probably
hecanse “someone will name her a man.”
The brilliant quality in this poem is the
array of metaphors greathouse uses toillus-
trale Lhe nadequacy of comparisons inthe
face of tragedy.

Langston ITughes' famous poem, “Tlar-
Temn,” was wrillen n 1951 1o express the
frustration. isolation and anger in pre—Civil
Rights Act America. It takes on a power-
ful mew dimension loday as it uses one

I’'m Not a Man
Harold Norse

comparison after another to suggest how
aggressive marginalizalion could Lrigger
explosive resistance.

And finally, TTarold Norses list poem
“Trm Nab a Man™ enumerales all the rea-
sons why his quiet rejection of masculine
conventions define a greater, more liberat-
ing reality of masculinity,

All three poets are opposing the kind of
oppression hal Trianp is Irying Lo reassert.
greathouse, Hughes, and Norse illustrate
their power to reject the lies and support a
new wave of American resistance.

I'mnol g man. | can™ eum a living, buy new things lor my
family. I have acne and a small peter.

I'm not a man. I don 't like foothall, boxing, and cars.
I like to express my feelings. [ even like to put an arm around

my [riend’s shoulder.

parching in the sun. Ttis not like a bent hammered nail,
or snapped bough, or the silence after a question’s heft.

The body of a girl lics on the asphalt like only the body
of a girl, & still somecone will name her a man. No.

Perhaps. the badv of a girl lies on the asphalt like
a daughter. Yes. Just like that.

Harlem
Langston Hughes

What happens to a dream deferred?

Does it drv up

like a raisin in the sun?

Or [ester like a sore—

And then run?

Does it stink like rotten meat?
Or crust and sugar over—
like a svrupy sweet?

Maybe 1l jusl sags
like a heavy load.

Or does it explode?

I'm not a man. [ won’t play the role assigned to me— the role
created by Madison Avenue, Playboy, Hollywood and Oliver
Cromwell. Television does not dictate my behavior. I am under
3 foot 4.

I'm nol a man. Once when [ shot a squirrel [ swore that [ would
never kill again. [ gave up meat. The sight of blood makes me
sick. I like flowers.

I'm not a man. T went to prison resisting the dratt. I do not

light back when real men beal me up and call me queer. | dislike
violence,

I"m not a man. I have never raped a woman. 1 don’t hate blacks.
I do not get emotional when the flag is waved. I do not think

1 should love America or leave it. [ think I should laugh at it.
I’'m nol a man. | have never had the clap.

I'm not a man. Playhoy is not my favorite magazine.

I"'m not a man. I ery when I'm unhappy.

I'm notl a man. 1 do not leel superior to women.

I’'m not a man. I don’t wear a jockstrap.

I'm not a man. T write poetry.

I’'m nol a man. | meditale on peace and love.

I’'m not a man. I don 't want to destroy you.
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IDEAS

CONTINUED FROM COVER

Promoters tend 1o replicats what works —
drag tevues, dance pathies, and weskend
erventes — and simply shuffle themn from ons
bar to anather.

While thess staplss cartainly hawe their
appeal, sgpecially for thess who live for
the spatkle of drag or the thythm of a DY
zat, they den’t necessarily reflact the full
spectrurn of LOETO4 interests of dent: -
tizs in Seattle, Thecity's Quesr population
12 wibr artly diver e, spanming abroad range
ofages, cultures, races, and artigtic inclina-
tions, Capitol Hill onee ssetned ta embrace
that dhmarme rmx Mow, a growing rmumber
of residents question whether certain bars
roay have bacomms too nartow — and inad-
verlently left everyone elss behind

In corrversations with patrons who hawe
frequented Caprtal Hill's most established
Cray bars for years, one freguently woiced
concarn isthat thess vemeston often priog-
itize the same brand of drag: show or dance
party. Dron't get the wrongimpression: drag
is an incredible art form that has shaped
Chueer hnstory and activiam, and it remains
a cultural cornerstons in maiy respects.
But the current “drag all the time"” model
canbecome difling whenit eclipses every
other form of entertainiment and cormnu-
mty-builchng Cherexposurerizks turmnga
belowved art form inte the nightlifs squiva-
lent of white noiss,

Meanwhile, those who crave a more laid-
back space — sornewhers to have rmear ng-
ful conversation, play board games, watch
a patformer who isn't necessarily lip-syme-
ing, or simply dance to a differant kind of
rosic — fieel inereasingdy shut out It's not
drag's fault; i’z the reliance on 2 one-aze-
fits-all approach.

EKepetition stifies new yoiges

At the heart of this dilsmima is a amall,
tight-krut circle of event programrners who
hald sway over multiple bars — among
them well-known spots like Quest/Bar,
The Cuff, and Massive. The result is a sort.
of wnnfficial monapaly on nightlifs can-
cepts While d may be easiet frorm 2 man-
agerial slandpoant to give the same group
free rein, that convenience often comes at
the cost of innovation. New idsas strese
to find a faotheld when every weekend iz
booked by the same planners. Budding
pet formers, musicians, or different styles
of drag artistz may be ovetlooked because
the sstablished sateksepars prefer to stick
with proven acts. Ower times, it becormes a
cycle of repetition — a reliable but dowly
stagnatingpattern thatleaves little roam for
new wices to crack the hineup.

Bar owners may not imunediately see
the downsids, sspacially if they still draw
a decent crowd on Saturday mehts Vet
theres a hidden danger in coasting on
established formats Mighthife scenes are
fragile ecosysterns. When an event tem-

plats grows slale, regular palrons drifi
away, sither staying homs to save money
or apling for house parties over predict-
ably repetitive bar mights. Newer residents,
particularly thoss who moved to Seattle
enchanted by Capitol Hill's reputation fie
creativity, might discover that the reality
doesi't measure up. Fewer people through
the daor seentually means shrinkingprof
itg, and the sams bars that once thrived
can quickly find thetnselves struzgling to
remain viable inthe face of' high rents and
changang consumer habats.

Expanding the enter tainment menu

Part of the solution lies in broadening
the concept of what a Gay bar can offer.
The LGETOIA4 comrmumty encom-
passss vastly diffsrent tastes, yet comrnet-
cial mightlifs often settles on drag perfor-
marces and dance floors as its man draws.
"W hy not experiment with therned svenings
that extand beyond thessmainstays? A bar
rmughthost a Cuser ainger-songavriter show-
case onenight, an inclusive salsa or bachata
event the next, and reserve the weskend for
anexperimental art installation or an indie
film scresning Instead of seeingdragas a
default, consider it 2 ghlight — & curated
monthly or bimonthly extravaganza that
feels special precisely becanss it’s nat hap-
pening every single evening This approach
doesi't exclude drag: it makes it rore excit-
ing when 1t doss appear, while alse spot-
lighting other under repregented corners of
the Cueser arts scens,

The need for frech programmers

Another key element is the conscious
rectuitinent of fresh proprarrmers. Many
local creatives have idsas for svents but
lack the network or track record to con-
snce bar owners bo tike a chanee on thern.
By operuing up the application process,
holdingpitch rughts, ar offsring oppartun -
ties for gliest programemers, bar ownerscan
bringin people with holdnew visions. This
benefits not anly the bar, which can carve
ol 2 niche amang competitors, buk also the
broader comrmumity, which gains a more
diwerse array of events to attend.

An infusion of new leadership often
tranglates to a broadet pool of talent: Dis
from warious cultural backgrounds, perfor-
mance artists who defy traditional labels,
and lesset-known drax kings or alt-quesns
who rarely get the same platform az more
established names,

Whils these changes can reinvigorate
Capitol Hill's nightli fi, they alzo alien with
the core mission of roany Juser spaces: 10
fogter inclusion and commumty Gay bars
have historically served as sanctuariss for
people of all stripes, as places where one
could find acceptanes and solidarity, espe-
cially during tivne s when mainstrear soci-
ety was far less toletant,

Ifbars now focus too heawly on a sngle
crowd or single type of entertainment,
they rigk undermuining that heritape Trus
incluavity means acknowledging: the mul -
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11 faceted interests of Chuser patrons Some
lowe a rowdy drag show, while others prefer
a quiet reading of Quesr literaturs; some
crave a mgh-energy darce floor, while ath-
arswant to hosta chill mestup for gamers.

The pointis that a healths roghtlife eco-
zystemcan — and should —embrace all of
thess possibilitie s,

The commumity's role

Domers might find it temopting to keep
handing the keye to the same group of
promaters wha have historical by deliversd
wiorkable results, But workable it always
optitnal, sgpecially in a city that prides
itself on forweard-thinking culture. Seal-
tleites are known for their appreciation of
innovation ard authentieity; why shouldr't
the city’s Gay bars reflect that spirit?

Ernbracing riskisr o roors sxparimental
events may feel daunting at first, but the
payoff can be substantial: a renewed sense
of exciternert arnong patrons, enthusiastic
word-of-mouth on social media, and the
murhrring of next-gensration Chser falent
that can make Capitel Hill a nightlife mag.
net s agan

The btoadet Seattle LOGETO+ comtu-
nity alse has 2 rale to play. Where we spend
our time and monsy shapes the landscape
around us, Ifvoubelievs a particular vanue
shauld try something differemt, show up
when it does Sugged ideas to bar man-
agers or staff. Encourage your friends to
attendlesser-known or experimental events
— thoss frst fw nights can make all the
difference in whether a nevwr concept takes
off or fades away Comemuruty collabora-
tion is the lifsblood of successful Queer
spaces, and 1t theives on a wade rangs of
voices beingrheard,

A callfor inclusive evolution

Ultirnately, advoc ating for fresh faces in
Gray bar prograromung s’ an indictment
of those who have lmd the groundwork

Marry of these vetsran programmers and
event organizers have poured their energy
inte supporting Quesr cullure, often at
times when mainsiream acceplance was
a distant dream. Their contributions
showldn't be dismissed, bt legacies can
become stagnant if they don't evalve. By
irmiling amerging talent to co-create, even
the mast established figures can expand
theit tepertoites and stay relevant to
younger gensrations who are forgine new
cultural pathe.

Capital Hill wall always hold an impor-
tant place in Ssattle’s LOBTOIA sary,
but stayingtrue to itz roots as a hub of self
axpression and ooty means contim:
ally reimventing itself Such remvention
doem't requure dizcardimg what waorks; it
simply calls for a willingness to axplors
new formats, Gay bars serve as oty
centers, creative incubators, and cultural
signpoasts all at once, Bnsuring they reflect
thes breadth of the corromuty’s needs and
desires keeps these venues vibram in arap-
idly changing wotld.

If there 15 one lessm to be drawn from
Capitol Hill’s storied past, it’s that diver sity
of expression has always fueled progress,
The rainbow of Queerness spans too many
shades to be confined 1o a single type of
avent, Frech progratumer s, svants, and pet-
spectives dem't just make for a fun night out
—they sustainthe heart of atruly inclusive
culture

As our definitionz of “Cueer’ “night-
Life,” and “'comronnity” sxpand with sach
new peneration, we st adapt our spaces
to kesp paces Reaching ot to up-and-
coming imnovators, exparimenting with
frash formats, and recopmizng that drag
is only one facet Galbeit & dazzling oned of
o shared identity can help Capital Hill's
nightli fe flourish once more

Change always carries some lement
of rigk, but 2 refusal to changs carries an
even greater one losing the authenticity
that rnade Capitol Hill a beacon of Quest
creativity in the first place. By taking bald
steps now, we can ensure that our bars nat
only endure but also remain vital cemters
of connection, culture, and celebration for
yearstocams.

WHAT*S GOING ONINMARCH

Capitd Hill GGay Bars: Nothing new
iz it}

Night of a Thovsand Bisexuals

« Whars: The Rendermmus (S=attle)

» When: Wednesday, March 26, 6-9p.m.

1 may be Gay, bul I'm definitaly here for
oy Bi friends — and MNight of a Thousand
Bisexuals at the Rendezwous is exactly the
kind of avent that deserves a cheer (and a
cocktail) Seattle’s onby Bisexual DF will
he spinning thoss genre-hopping beats and
inasting o the fact that a space for the Bi
¢ orrenty 150 such a roytlocal creaturs
after all If you're as ready az 1 am o cel-
ebrate inclumvity fand give a polite mmddle
finger to biphobia), join the fun, Whether
you're Bi, Gay, Cueer, or somewhere 1n
betwezen, this iz the perfoct chancs to show
suppatt andhave a blast,
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Response to F-slur leads to safety concerns for artist at Base Camp Studios

BY HANNAH SAUNDERS
SGNEDITOR

On Bebruary 12 Was King took to Ins-
tagram Threads to pke sbout how Seat-
fle is se=n as a progressive cily, rather
than a *hotrible place™ that looks sway
from izsues like substance use disorder
and homelessne=ss. Artigt Davon Little
called hum a “fag” and & “whimy batch”
in regponge, after which King posted on
social media and confronted Little in per-
gorL, leading to privale security being hired
to ensure Litlle’s safsty at her upcorming
show at Dase Camp Studios, which King
alzo cortacted.

“T was shocked, disturbed, and hust by
[the words], but it validated ever ything I
felt about Seattle’s Cuser scene arnd culturs
in general,” Kingtold the SO

King said he moved from Virgma to
Seattle aboul two and ahalfyears ags and
attends Shoreline Cornrmuuty College as a
diggtal filen production major King sad he
frequently posts to Threads and jokes about
Seattle, and that he's been called the F-shur
1n the more conservative arsa of the coun-
iy whets he graw up.

Apology

Little posted an apology on Instagram
and noted how “fag’ has besn used in the
LEETO+ commumnity as aterm of endear-
ment and a teclarmed word, and acknowl-
edeged how that languaps helds different
meanings for some

A Seattle resident of 18 vears and an art-

1st deeply in the Chieer commu-
nity, Little told the 500V that she fakes full
accountability for het actions and that she's
evendeleted her Threads acoount entirely.

*T acknowledge that 1 used charged lan-
enage toward someons I did not know
and later posted about them indirsetly
Undet standing-the weeipht that words catry
— ezpecially in online spaces — I publicly
apologzed and sought to dernonstrate moy
corprnitment to growth,” Little said,

As part of thiz commitrnent, Little, who
15 a Trangsgender wamnan and a resident art-
ist at Base Carap Studios (BCS), held an
open studio durng the most recent Bell-
town Art Walk. She invited peopla to share
concerns with her dizectly,

T listenad to thoss who expressed their
feslings and sincersly appreciated the
opportumty to learm from them™ Tittle said
“Druring that event, Wes FKing enterad my
studio and took his phone to begin recard-
ing, making unsubstantiated claims about
e 1 wondd have welcomed the chanes to
ngage in an open and hote st dialozue with
him, bt it became clear that his intention
was not discussion butcanfrantation”

Confrontation on video

King's video shows him standing neat
whereLittle iz sithing by her art, and he gays
she called him the F-slur thres times and

that he has anissue with her referring to it
az aterm of endearment. Litlle azks King i
leave, and King raises his voice, asking if
chie has anything bo say about that,

Little continues siting in the chair, wis-
ibhy uneomfortable, and keeps asking King
to leawe. There is a back-and-forth, and it
et until Lattls says she will call the palice
that King turns and iz ushersd oub. At the
end of the 43-s2c0nd wideo, King claims
Little is a homophabic bigot,

“Tt roiade my blood baoil that she's sitting
thers clairmingit's endearmert,” King sa:d
“She didn't care that 1 was thers, She st
wanted me to leave, She didn't cars what
her words did to me. . She justcared 1 was
there in her studio space, and she wanted
me gone The effect of her words didn't
malter Lo her®

King said that if Little’s apalogy was
direcied al lum, he would have dropped
thizs, azheis a forgivingpersan, he added.

“%0 much has been done wrong to me,”
King gaid, addhng how he's attempted 1o
engage in further dialogue with BOCS and
its sponsar, Shumpike,

BCS ovmer speaks out

Mick Federer, founder of BCS, said heis
perplexed by thiz stuation, and that BCS
doss ot at all condane the uze of the s
He zaid he received dezsnz of messapes
that felt wery inflamed, and he saidhe could
under stand the concern it that it was very
accusatory.

Federer said he's had to block numesrous
peopls onlins sincs the sitnation <5 alated
follgwing: the apolosy, and noted that Fing:
claimed on social media that BCS was
hornophobic and coveringup for Little,

e are very LOBTOLAL pro,” Baderer
told the SGN. “We have at le=ast tlree
Trans artists. T want to say we're liks 50%
LGEBTOH, Nonbinary — we welcome all.”

Little has besn inmlved with BCS for a
wear and a half When things blew up on
social media, che peached out to Bedarer to
explan the situation and to apologize for
ECS being drageed in to it. Federer sug-
gested using less strong-armed languags
with strangests on the infernet, and Little
saiclil vz a learning opportunity for har.

Little issued the apology, and blocked
Eing on Instagram dus to repeated harase-
ment, according to Federer

Feeling unsafe

“Thave received 2 sipgnificant mumber of
online attacks, including calls to sabotage
iy work, harassing messagss from people
outzide of Seattle, and personal threats,”
Little zaid.

She zaid that King haz postad about her
over 75 times on 2ocial media, utgne oth-
ars to targst her and her artistic endeavors,
King told the SOM that he's been mazs-
teparted and that Instagrarm, Threads, and
TikTok removed saveral posts, but that he
haz appealsdeach ime

“This has created an environment whare
I no longer f2el safe in my own wotk-
space. Thie to these escalahing actions,
1 have begim seehing legal protection,”
Little smd. “T want to ernphasize that, az a
Dhieer/Transgender perzon, I have used the
F-slwr in a reclaimesd and collaquial ran-
ner within oy cormmunity. However, Trec-
ognize that thiz doss noet translats to svery
space, and ] regrat that oy language caused
harm”

Little said she has taken this eriticism to
heatt and iz focused oncontinuins b leath
from thiz experience and ensuring that har
actions reflect the respect and inclusivity
she strives to embody,

Zolo exbibit

Little’s epening day for her debut zolo art
show, “Midmught Mass,” 15 April 5 st BCE

Sorne of Little's “Mlicnight hass" pisces
ate available for viewing on her Instagram
account, and include largs acrylic and oil
paintings on carvas. Her black backdrops
prowide a statk contrastto her subjects

“T think that Dievon has a very unique
viswpaint, and her art is not for sverybody
1 would describe 1t as a bit morbid and
gothic,” Rederer said.

My work has always been about cel-
ebrating Chieer identity, realience, and the
raclamation of symbals that have histori-
cally besn used to oppress us,” Little saxd
“1 remain cormutted to creating art that
speakstoout sharedexpetiences and offets
space for reflection, dialogue, and healing”

Little said “Midnight Mags” i alabor of
love dedicatsd to the Quser comrmunity,
and invites thoss whe wish to engape in
meaningful dialogue o attend,

Triumphing over the unimaginable:
Heart Eyes director Josh Ruben onmaking an emotionally
authentic rom-com — that is also a freewheeling slasher

BY SARA MICGHELLE FETTERS
SGN STAFF WRITER

Currently knifing up theaters with cut-
throat abandon, the inventively nimbls
rom-c om-horeot mashup Jeari Fpos iz
oing to g0 down as one of 2025 most
unzxpected — if shll Bloodourdling —
delights. Thus thriller is Slesplacs in S eastls
with a Scream twist, offsring up heartfelt
romantic shenaripans and pory, ot aven dis-
emb gwelments in almost squal meanirs,
For those willingto g0 on this zamy rolle:-
coaster ride, thisfilm is a heck of a lot of
affactionately srussome fin

The story sevolves aroumd a pretty-faced
pair of Seattle advertisingexeculives, Ally
MeCabe (Olivia Halt) and Fay Simionds
(Masan Goodingd, whe inadvertantly find
themsslves the target of the Hloodthirsty
Hearl Eyes killer when they're mistaken for
young lovers on Valentine’s Tray. As they
are forced to fight for their survival, they
alan statt to realize mayhe thers are germ-
ine romantic sparks developing between

them. If they can live to see the morning,
maybe they'll 2o out on a real date — but
that’s a pretby big “1£*

Dhrector Fosh Ruben is no stranger tao
crealing a madcap horrar romp that fussz
rroiltipls genres. His 2021 pem Werswobras
Within was a5 funny as it wag suspenssfid
and as theillingasit was ally

I zat down with Buben over Zootm todis-
cuss the ins and outs of Hearth Eyer. Hers
are the edited transcripts of our lively and
wide rangingeconver sation:

Sara Michelle Fetters: I'm zoing to get
this clephant cut of the roomright away:
Tid you just decide to make Hear? Eves
the most blatantly non-Seattle sat-in-
Zeattle movie ever made?

Jash Ruben: My editor [Brett W, BEach-
mary] 15 from Seattle. The whole time he
was editing the film, I was like, “Poor

Bret. Oh, my goodness!™ [faughs] But he
reallyworked hiswaythroughit all. .. But
mostly he was liks, “Whatever, man. Tt's
the movie” [faughs]. ..

Tdlike to think that there's a little bit of a
suspension of dishelief for thoss who maybe
haven't made it o this part of the warld, Bt
Ttried Tttied, man, to maks itlook as much
liksaz Seatile ag we could, Ttndyinsd

Palm trees at the airport notwithstand-
g [laugfs]

SMT: With that cut of the way, what
was the genesis for this film? What were
your initial thoughts?

TR The oripgnal idea emerged from
Phulip Murphy, the first writer. I believe
the story is that — hopefully mnot butch-
ering this — he was on a bad date, a bad
first date, maybe even a blind date He said
it wag 30 bad that ... he bagan to wonder
what would happen if a masked maniac

came1n and started just hacking everybody
1o pieces, Would it bring him and his dats
closer topether? Would it make the night
mere fun, enjoyable? How would they get
away? That sort ofthing

Brom that emerged the first iteration of
the script, which to my underetanding was
mote of a stiraight slasher. Then the shidio
wolleyed the script to Christopher Landen
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and Michas]l Kennedy to put their spin on
it. By the titne it came to me, 1 was likes,
thizizreally fimandit’s really fingy, g 2z
someane who's done the fim-funns-horeor
thing, I was ttching to do sometnne gorier
ared scarier. T am the one who probably
took it mors back 10 the middle of the duel-
ing sensibilitiss.

SHITE: The film does fecl at times like
that Paul Rudd-Amy Poehler rom-
com parody, They Came Togecker, but
then mixed with Seredr, It's like you're
riffing on all these romantic comedy
and slasher tropes all at once. It’s very
funmy, but alse suthentically romantic,
and then when the horrible, intenss,
seary stuff happens, it becomes effec.
tively serious. How do youbalance those
elements?

JE: T love that you're calling that out 1
have a few differsnt answers, but I think
wltimmately, iFd wers a different filarmaker,
itwould go further in ons direction over the
other. Thappen to be a comedian whe g
up loving Wes Craven as nneh as 1did
Pratty Woman. .

S0 what happened is, by stowing up due-
ing the great rem-com era of cinema that
was like all things Mera Bphron and Garry
Iarshall and Rob Reinst, it was transpott-
ive. . These romantic rowies, they all very
ruch affected roe. But T'd also watch Freddie
and could faney hirn as a cartoon charactsr.
Tt was all so funry and s rheulous Cree
Mighimareon Elm Street3: Dream Warrtors
carme along, it wa st scary to s, Iwas o,

Ikind of developed a barameter, T zuess,
so that's sort of in my blood as sorne-
ore who's besn able tomakes 2 lvangas a
comedian who also has a darker kind of
sensbility. .

The barometer for something like Heart
Eyes, then, 13 discovering what would
takes me out of it as a fan. What waould be
the lin= for me watching 107 What would
take e out of it i5ifthe actors wers play-
ingit to be funtsy It wowd take me out of it
if the chemistry between the leads wam't
real. It wanld take me out of it ifthers was
a“boing bans” sound when someons’s
head fell off You know what Tmean?

If sou took it in way more of a parodsy
direction, 1 think you start to lose the audk -
ence al a certan pont I'm just prateful
that we had the shaot to do it exactly 2z we
wanted to. I’z 2 frigein’ roracle [langbd]

SMF: Hearr Eves doesnat work without
Olivia Halt and Mason Geoding How did
you know they ware Ally and Jay?

JE: 1 dide’t know That's the short
angwer, The longer answer 15, when you do
a stucio film, yow'rs going to pet your list
of impozable people. They're gaing to say,
it's got to be Fulia Roberts and Tom Hanks,
which you know is impossible Once you
start to gt realistic about who's availabls,
youlaook atthe s2 incredible actots, who not
only exhibit such wonderful vulnerability
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but are fans ofthe genre and doit service,

Tou ses thatin Chivia's wark in Cloak &
Dhagpen, Tatally Killan and Cruel Summoen
Then you have Masaon, Literally evervthing
Bason's dmngand 1z aboutto do —there’s
st ff they haven't anmeunesdthathe's doing
thatiz soingto be great — it just screams
he should be perfectto play Jay. ..

Tt was 2 total gamble, but it 12 always a
gamble, and it worksd because we tiusted
one anothet, got along, and were deber-
mibed to make something we wodd want
ta wateh ourselves We kind of Tetrised it
alltopether [laugfs

And et me be clear: Olivia and Mason
aregteat people, Mo question,

SMTF: With the ensemble, how do you
keep them focused and grovnded yet
alzo maintain the film*s humor without
things suddenly becoming Airplame? Or
maybe Scary Movie?

TR The tone? What did 1 tell people? 1
saidd that I wanted 1t to be Mora Ephronin
sarnest and Wes Craven in sarnsst. Both
filmmaksrs have characters within theit
filmographies. .. that exist on heiphtensd
planes, that ate whackadaoo, Sometitnes, if
arything those characters get caught being
a little too villaineus or alittls teo big, and
somnetimes thats wartantsd. Sometimss,
maybenot.

1 pave everybody thar own sort of, not
assighments, but their own kind of ide-
als Honestly, wath the exception of Mason
and Olivia, everything was abowt "Lat’s
ugt hang out. I just want to see you s
talk, and let’s talk about our relationships”
They knew what was on the page. But what
wast'l on the page? We never had to talk
about playing nerwous or cute. It's already
there, They can da if in their slesp,

It’s up to me as the director 1o tie the
room together with great composition, and

I find music does alot of the work for us.
Fayr Wadles, who I've beetl working with
Torever, wha Ive been dyingto pel on one
of my gigs, asked, "What's the tone het=?"
I told him that T wanted him to make me
ety Twant the score to be 43 sarnest az any-
thing Mora Ephron ever utilized, liks when
Tom Hanks is talking to hiz dead wifs in
Slesplass tn Seatils. Butbthen T wanted hnm
ratchet things up to be as horrifying as a
kaiju attack, which he did and we do. Andit
all just kind of worksd,

SME: 1 fael like it's bacome a lost art,
the Inst art of the song-seore scundtrack.,
How moceh time did you spend on not
only the song choices but where they
would be placed, how they would be ut-
lized, and then how that would ==t cou-
pled to the score?

JE: 11z somethingof a lost arl, and 130
appraciate you acknowledging that, I've
SESINAT OUS MOviss i1 tecent yeats that
have made alot of money and dene quite
well, but the soundtracks aren’t what they
¢ ould be, I sort of swrprised, becanse the
filmmaker inms zees the unlapped poten-
tial. Ifthe filtrnaker s had just hiened over
a few more stones or spent a little kit more
time, it all would have been perfact

And again, it all comes down to who 1
am ag a person and a baroreter, bt alzo
the people 1 surround mysslf with And it
brings up my great heads of department,
Eob Lowry and Mia Rigmns, my music
suparvisor and rousc coardinator. Rab cu-
rently has Friendship from A24 about to
come out, he has Campanien out now, he
has our film, and he has the next [ Krowe
What You Thd Last Summer He's like a
zecret weapon. He has such great taste, and
Tay Wadley and Rab have worked together
before, and so was helpful too.

You always gt on the phone with your

heads of department, and they go, “What
do wou see in your head? How red do you
want the blood? How cheasy da you want
the music? 1 would be like, “No. Mot
cheemy Mever chisesy. Twant to feel the way
that 1 felt when Richard Gere was standing
on the sireet locking up at Fulia Koberts
in Pretty Woman or when Albert Brooks
chased Meryl Streep on the framway in
Dafending Your Lifs, Thal was transport-
ive, and thers was nothing fmny abaout it
Yeah, Albert waz wearing atoga, and they
ware on a tram back to Barth or o Heasen,
but vou'te il crying your eves out”

The preat mecess of Heart Fyes as &
franchize, if we ever get to do it again, is
to never shortchange the audisnce, We pay
hormags to what madsthat era of filmthat 1s
30 beautiful, and part of how we do that is
thr ough musc.

SMF: What do you want viewers to
take away from the film? And not to
put you on the spot, but with things
being the way that they are right now,
socially, politically, etc., how jmportant
iz it to have films like Heart Ever that we
can sort of communally wrap our arms
arcund? That embrace and celebrate
diversity, not just a single, narrow-
minded —if all too vocal —aspectof 7

TR It's not putting tne on the spot at all
I amn horrified by thiz world right new. I'm
alza heartened by what pood thetsiglefiin
it As a 4l-pear-old Cacasian male film-
maker, ons of many of them — there’s oo
mnatry af us — T have a responabdity to not
only cast people who really look Like this
wotld and the people who are init but also
to spread what joy I can and to also taks
that very seriously. It's an sxbreme privilegs
1o be domngwhat I'm doing,

AndI'm goingto bust my assto get it oud
thers and make 1t a5 much of an sscaps as
it posably can be Tocast people who may
not often be cast in filmes like this, so that
people whe ate ezcapingthe horrors of the
world and spending whatever itis, 350 plus
1o get out of the house, get to go se=them-
selves survive an extraordinary situation or
4 horrible situation. To fall mlove. Talive
thair lives,

1 car't do mnlistic horror. 1 love mere
whamnmy hortor. I love whimsy horror,
I lows the fun stuff. I want peopls to walk
away and po, “Hely crap! That is the kind
of mavie that I want to seel Ioan'twait to
eet the 4K and pop 1t en in the background
and pet the pizza and forpget aboutthe wodd
for M rounates, For two hours, 1want to 20
back because it flew by so quick. T wantto
bringfive or ten peoplathat Tlove dearly to
the theater so that they can 2o on this ride,
too, andTcan't wait turn to them inths datk
and look at their reactions when X0 o0 ¥ ot
Z happens.”

e often hear people refer o Mighémare
an Elm Street a5 a“cornfort movis" Why is
that? Herror can provide comfort becauss
we geb bo see ourselves survive a horrible
circwnstare s, Straight. Gay, Black, White,
i hatewver We all triumph over theunimag:
inable.
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Paszed an lessons oninclusivity and sail-
nerability he wizhes he had been taught 2z
achild, W Kenb's latest novel, The Story-
tollerfrom Balincia, brings anew eratathe
young-adult book scens, one whers evwery
Quesr parson iz 2 magical main character
in theit own right. s dark, lovely — and
real

Eent, raisad in a stereotypic al Christian
housshold, grew up a5 apreacher’skad, and
the stories he heard were often shaped by
the trawma of the AIDS crisis that lommed
over the “80s and *Hls A child of the dark-
fartasy era, Kent's literary ¢ onsurption
was filled with sorrow, loss, and stipma,
almostasifthat was the only way 1o under-
stand his enviroronent, His young years
were shaped by tilles like The Last Unicorn
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What good w
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with him already felt like
eternity?
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The Storyteller fiom Balincia:
S.W. Kent is the new face of YA literature

BY HOVA BERGER

and Lord of the Rings. Andwhils these sa-
ries were dark, Eent tald the S that he
loved thern bec ause they didn't shyr away
from personifying the real, vulnerabls
emotions of the tirme But they lacked any
sart of Quesr reprasentation.

Kent's new book is b oth a product ofand
a fight against s childhood T want to
caphure the fiun and nostalgda of that era”
he sad, “but we're muzang out on those
healthy messages. We all deserve thoss
messages. .. 1 want to go back to whers 1
was asachild, and I'wantts facus on bring-
ingCuesr jov, and really helping kids now™

The book 15 also a staterment against the
current young acilt publishing world Hent
said that historically, Qusst representa-
tionin literature, espectally in fantasy, has

an

beanlimitad and oftan framed by trauma or
tragedy. “Diversty is checklisted and ste-
reotyped, Characters are thete to provide
hurnor or trauma,” he gaid

The Sterptellsr from Balincla breaks
away fromthis patternn, Diversityistjust a
checkbox — it%s sssential to the very fabric
of the universs *T ward to show and rep-
resent that Gay rnen can be warriors, they
can be heross, they can hawe friendships
and fellowships with other straisht men,”
Ient said.

The book centers on the main charactar’s
defiane & of his own history. Bitk, a witclh's
nephewr, 15 sent on 2 pourney when a mys-
lerious stranger gives lim a magical book
Tained by a diverse group of allies, inchad-
INg a warrior princess, a secrelive gentls

soul, and an arrogant heir, Bitk wicovers
hiz aunt’s dark past and races to prevent 2
destruetive prophecy. Indoitg so, he must
confront the mistakes of their ancestors
and learn frorm them

The characters in the book, whether
wilches, alvag, or warriors, sachcoms from
urngue backpgrounds and expenences, and
their ragc is actually a reflection of their
Crueer Wantities and strugples.

Eent's world shows that magc and
strength dom't belong sol=ly to traditi onally
powerful or idealized figires. Rather, they
belongtoeveryone — regardless of gender,
sexuality, race, of backpround This radic al
rethinking of who canbe aherois a prvotal
mormnentin YA fantasyliteratiurs,
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Edmund White takes 2 wry look back at.
of sexual encounters and romances

BY TERRI SCHLICHENMEYER

THE LOVES OF MY LIFE:
A SEX MEMOTR
EDMUND WHITE

© 18215 Bloomsbury

2780

256 pages

When an accomplished novelist reaches
the middle of his sighth decads, he should
stats what's besn mostimportart i his ifs
Fot Edrmund Whits, it's the “thousands of
sex partners” he's had sine s he was 2 mete
child.

He was ten years old or thersabouts when
he fell in lowe with 2 boy he allarnately
calls Mick and Cam. They spert a lot of
after-school time together, wrestling and

Men, Women, and the
Space Between Us

JENNIFER FINNEY BOYLAN

NEW YORK TIMES BEETSELLING AUTHOR

CLEAVAGE: MEN, WOMEN, AND
THE SP4CE BETWEEN US
JENNIFER FINNEY BOYLE

© 2025 CeladonBooks

$28.80

256 pages

{Once upon a time not so long ago, “hm”
Boylan was one of “a group aftwelve-peat-
old Visgoths® intent on moschief. They did
narmal boy stulf: ssting off rockets, rough-
housing, roaming, and bike-riding The
dhifference wath the other boys in the group
was that “Hm” knew she wasreally a girl.

Back then, vowingthat it was a “secret
na soul would ever know,” “Tames™ went to

roughhousing as baysde, and it evertually
becarne sexual

Six years laber, White was working for
hiz father and making snough money 1o
burs men for sex, mostly straght men who
hailed from Kentucky, just across the bot-
det from White’s Ohio home. Sometimes,
daing so put him indanger, because baing
Gay then was something shameful and
unchscussed.

At around this times, he met an oldsar,
“carmp” man who taught him the slang of
Giay life He also met lovers on Craigslist
and some while traveling with a man he
calls hiz “first husband * Helowed younger
men and older men, from Madrd, Boston,
and Scotland, met thern at bathhouses and

partizs, and had several lowe-of-his-lifs
romances Sex, says White, was always
linked with Tove,

(He aleo saught therapy, hoping to be
“eured” of homossxuality, and briefly fell
in love with a wornan, thinking he'd g=t
rnartied and raise a farmly)

All this was fun then, he savs, bt “now
in the cold, polar heart of old age" he looks
back at 1t all*azcamcal and pantlass, rep-
etitious and dishomorable”

Cmsidering that The Lower af My Life 15
subtitled as i 15, 1t's not as explictt as you
roight thonk. es, this memoir will sfeam
up a winhcow, but the heat 18 tempersd by
White’s sense of humor and wry outlook.

Those two aspects tend to give a reader

of

The Loves
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Hawer
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1 breakin what would otherwise be a lang
string of fast-and-furious rormps and a lit-
any of randiness. The stories connect, but
you can enjoy each for ite own merits of
exploration and joiedevivee, accompanmed
by straightforwardness and what feels liks
honest soul -searching witheut much gratu-
itowmss s, White also freely adimits to a fow
mistakes in his lifetime, further sndearing
himeslftoreaders.

It shouldn't nesd to be sad that there's
profaruty in the book, but bewarsif yon'rs
locking for pearls to clutch Por readers
wha dom'tcare about that and want a decent
memaf, The Lovas of My Life 15 a vary
pleasant distraction.

colleges, dated, fall in lowe too =asily, then
rnattisd & woman and fathersd two boys
Bt there was still that tux Boylan car-
ried the child she once was inher heart —
“Howr T lowed the boy T'd beenl™ — but was
a wornarn “on the insids™ Saying it aloud
eventually becamecritical

Eoylan had a hard talk with her wifs,
Dieadie, knowing that it could be the end of
their marriags She’s starnally grateful now
that it wasm't.

She's also grateful that she became Jen-
mifer when she chd, when politics had litille
to da with that parzonal decision She wor-
ries about her choldren, one whorn is Trans,
both of wham are good, successful people

wha maks Boylan proud. She triss 1o help
othet Trans wanen And che thinks about
the wards her mmather often said “Lave will
praval®

Ot lives ate not a thingto be asharmed
of,” Boylan says, “or apologized for, or
explained. Cur lives are a thing of wild-
ness, and tenderness, and jop*

Tudge Cleavage by its cover, and you
rrught thnnik ol get 2 primer on anatoroy
Mape, Boylan only has one chapter on the
subject, among many. Instead, she leans
heawly on her childhood and her trans-
tion rather lats in life, her family, and her
friends, contin ng whets her other books
leave off. In sum, she giesses that “a hugs

chunk of the population... shll dossn't
undsratand this trans business atall. *

Lzt that gentle playfulness be a hatbin-
ger of what you'll read: some harmer about
her journey, , a few oh-so-deliciousy well-
placed sarks, and many things that might
make your heart It sel finspac tion that
seems confidential, and well-told and sat-
isfying mernories that are bath nosalge
and personal from *both the Before and the
A fter”

This memair has the feel of havinga cald
one with a friend. Boylan fans will devour
it. I’z alzo preat for anyons who is Trans-
curious or just wants to read an enjoyable
work froma born storyteller
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SGN. cOMMUNITY CALENDAR

BY
AUREN

RUSSIA

March 6-27, 7:30 p.m.
Seattle Rep
TheLast Five Years Mother Russia by Lauren Yee
Date: Wednesday, February26- Date: Thursday, March 6-27
March 16 Time: 7:30-%:20 pan.

Time: 7-10 p.1m.
Vemue: ACT Theatre,
F0 Union Street, Seattle, WA
Admissions: $0.00 - $11400

The winner of two Drama Degk Awards,
thiz modern rousical takes a devastatingly
honest look at Cathy and Jamnie and their
journey of falling in and out of love over five
wears. Through clever storytelling and sharp
Iyrics — Cathy’s zongs start at the end of the
relationship, while Tarnie begins at the start
of their love affair — Fason Robert Brown's
cult favorite i¢ a raw and intimate window
into two perspectives of one relationship.

Bad Girls Brunch

Date: Saturday, March 1-23
Time: 1-2:30 p.o

Yenue: Julia's on Broadway,
300 Broadway E, Seattle, WA
Dioors: 12pm| Show: 1pm

Salon Style Exhibition: Hosted by the
FCNW Alummi Association
Date: Saturday, March 1
Time: 3-3 pan.
Vemme: PCNW Auditorium,
900 12th Axve, Seattle, WA

Let's cover the walls and tables with
photography! This 15 all fun: no competi-
tlan, no judgment, and no fee. All PCN'W
faculty, alumni, and students are welcome.
First come, first hang. Bring one print and
be ready to clip, ping, or hang to the walls.
There will be tables for vour maquettes or
zines.

Free First Thursday: Seattle Art
Museum
Date: Thursday, March 6
Time: 10 a.m.-8 pam.
Vemme: Seattle ArtMuseurmn,
1300 First Avenue, Seattle, WA

FREE to everyone at the Seattle Art
Museurn on the first Thursday of every
month. In addition to our regular hours,
Seattle Art Museum will be open for Free
First Thursday evenings from 5-8 pm fo
provide mote opportunities to visit the gal-
leries for free! Evening hours will feature
exira activities like lfve music, drop-in art
making, and in-gallery experiences for
visitors.

Friday, March 7, 2 p.m.

Venue: Seaitle Rep,
153 Mercer St Seattle, Wa
Admissions: $41.00 - $75.00

World Premiere. Evgeny and Dinite] are
just two average guys who dream of cushy
government jobs—but after the fall of the
Soviet Union, they end up working retail
instead. As they burnble their way through
capitalism, they get entangled with an
alluring former pop star who has her own
secret agenda. This quirky and provoca-
tive world premiers comedy by Lanren Yee
(The Great Leap, Cambodian Rock Band)
revealzwhat happens when old systerns and
strongmmen fall away, and we let the free
market decide—but fresdormn doesi’t taste
a8 good as we thought it wonld.

Candi Pop
Date: Friday, March 7
Time: 9p.m.
Venue: Chop Suey,
1325 E. Madison St Seattle, W4
Admissions: $10.00 - §20.00

TICKETS ALWAYS AVATLABLE AT
THE DGORA Candi Pop Dance Party
littered with all of your guilty pleasures.
Glitter, Lollipops, Rainbows, Unicorng..
and Oh yeah, Girl PowertPlaying Music
by:SPICE GIRLS | JUSTIN BIEEBER |
KATY PERRY | JONAS BROTHERS |
DUA LIPA | HARREY STYLES | FERGIE
|BRITNEY SPFEARS | TAYLOR SWIFT |
MILEY CYRUS | NSYNC | GWEN STE-
FANI|]-LG | ONE DIRECTION | DGIA
CAT | WHITNEY HOUSTON | DES-
TINYS CHILD | HANSON | BEYOINC
| CHRISTINA AGUILERA | JESSICA
SIMFPSCM | JUSTIN TIMBERLAKE
| KE$JHA | LADY GAGA | MANDY
MGGORE| S CLUB 7 | MARIAH CAREY
| TLC | SHAWN MENDES | HILARY
DUFF | SELENA GOMEZ IMADONNA |
CARLY RAE JEPSEN | THEFUSSYCAT
DOLLS and more Lights & Music Collec-
tive Event

FEMME FATALE: Sapphic Goth Night
Date: Saturday, March 8
Venue: Asylum Collective,
10% South Jackson Street, Seattle, WA

Safe space WLW, Td4T & queer goth
night in a haunted pink venue in the Seattle
Underground.

Chop Suey
Neon Brush: 4 Glow-in-the.Dark The Skauk Tank Drag Show
Painting Experience Date: Sundeay, March 23
Date: Thursday, March 13 Time: 4-7 p.m.
Time: 6-7:15 p.m. Venue:Fine Boz,

Venue: River,
1927 3rd Avenue, Seattle, WA
Admissions: $38.00

Switch up your weekend plans with Neon
Brush! Get creative with glow-in-the-dark
paints in a UY-lit art studio— all while
enjoying great tunes and a drink or two.
Get your tickets for Neon Brush: A Glow-
in-the Drark Painting Experience in Seattle

Ezplore wour creative side—you’re in
total control, so paint whatever ou likel
A professional will be there to offer advice
and guidanceif needed A black-light, retro-
futuristic, artsy, floor-to-ceiling flnorescent
arnbiance Great tunes to enjoy with friends.
Leave with your neon artwork— perfect ag
a gift or a colorful addition to your home.
Mo need t9 worry if you're not the next
Picasso, we've got everything you nesd to
tap into your creative genius. With a can-
vag, glow-in-the-dark paints, brushes, and
great tunes, all you have to do is show up
and have fun.

Seattle St Patrick's Day Bar Cravwl &
Block Farty - 1 bars!
Date: Saturday, March 15
Time: 1 p.mn.2 am.
Venue: Pine Box,
1600 Melrose Ave, Seattle, WA
Celehrate St Patrick's Day 2025 at 104 of
Seattle's best bars, loungesand nightelubs!

MASK 4 MASC: transmasc-inclusive

queer boi night (MASKS REQUIRED)

Date: Saturday, March 22

Time: 10 pn-1:30 am.

Venme: Asylum Collective,

108 South Jackszon Street B, Seattle, WaA
tattoost tarotl dancingt gender & sexual-

ity inclusive. MASKED EVENT!

SNOY WHITE & the Seven Dwarfs

Date: Saturday, Warch 2223

Venue: Meydenbaner Theatre

11100 NE 6th 51, Bellevue, WA
INTERNATIGNAL BALLET THE-

ATRE for CHILDREN pregents SNGW

WHITE & the Seven Dwarfs Saturday

March 22nd and Sunday March 231d at

Meydenbauer Theatre. Snow White & the

Seven Dwrarfs, is the newest addition

1600 Melroze Ave, Seattls, WA

Get ready for a wild night of fierce drag
performances and fabulous skankyvibes at
The Skank Tank Drag Showt

Spicy Speed Dating for Queer Femmes
& Thems
Date: Wednesday, March26
Time: 7-9 p.m.
Veme: Stoup Brewing-Capitol Hill,
1158 Broadway, Seattle, WA

Let's come together in a fun and spiey
way! Connect with other queer femmes &
non-binary felks for friendship, remanss,
and more.
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