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Washingron state Sen. Tamie Pedersen
{D-43) is a seasonad polirician who, over
the last two decades of his carcer, has been
diligently seeuring legislative wins [or the
Queer commmunily, He was lirst elected to
the House of Representatives in 2006 and
then joined the state Senate in 2013 Ped-
ersen is also, above all, ¢ family man who
deeply loves his husband Eric and their
four sons.

To start off the 2025 state legislative ses-
sion, he sat down with the 567V to share his
breadth of knowledge and cxpericnec as a
Gy legislawor.

Madison Joncs: What was your com-
ing out experience like?

Sen. Jamiv Pedersen: The [rst person 1
came out to was in 1986, to iy high school
eirlfriend. ln response, she ended vp writ-
ing down some Bible verses to give me
({aughs). Her mother ended up finding
out about if tow, and in response, she told
her |daughter| not to continue dating me,
because she might ¥get AIDS.” That was
Just how things were in Puyallup back then.

I came oul Lo my parents cight years
later, while T was daling this guy in law
school. They had o hard lme at [irst bul
never rejected me for it. They were just
wortied about how it would affect me and
my luture.

MJ: During your years in office since
20006, have you encouniered any chal-
lenges as a Gay man in the Washington
state legislature? Were other members
welcoming at first?

JP: 1 have never had any Issues with any-
onc. To the contrary, cveryone has hocn
weleoming, both Demaoeral and Republi-
ran, evert i they don't agree wich the bills
1 am working on.

L really am gratetul to be standing on the
shoulders of those who came before, like
Sen. Td Murray and Sen. Cal Anderson. T

and fighting for LGBTQ+ rights

BY MADISON JONES

never got the chance to meet Cal. Unfor-
tunately. he passed away a month hefore
T moved back 1o Scatile in 1995, Bul Sen.
Murray used 1w tell me 1he storics of how
people wouldn'l acknowledge or look al
them. It was a big cultural change berween
then and 2006, when T was Nrst clecled 1o
the House of Represenlalives.

Though there will always be people
who still assume | am heterosexnal by
default. There was this one instance at a
Civl Legal Oversight Committee meeting
in the Washington Supreme Court Templc
ol Justice in Qclober 2009, On that day, my
husband Eric and 1 had just learned our sur-
rogate was pregnant with triplets. T had to
enter late and leave carly hecause of this,
letling the meceting chair, JTudge T.esley
Allan, know beforchand. In the meeling,
she made an announcerment in fronr of the
whole courtroom, saying: 1 am so excited
to announce that Sen. Pedersen and his
wife are expecting triplers!” And the whole
roowm audibly gasped at her in shock.

But there wag a happv ending to it all.
Once I left the meeting, she came run-
ning out after me on the front steps of the
Supreme Court to apologize profusely. She
is e quilter and gol her Friends in her guilt-
ing group together o mwke some for our
newbhorn hoys.

MJ: How did you end up meeting your
husband, Erie? Has it been a stroggle
raising four sons while also heing a leg-
islator?

IP: Tdon’t even know if it exists anymore,
hut we mel online in the summer of 2002
on & duling website called Guydar.co.uk.
This [tiend ol mine al my church met his
new hoyfriend using it, so I signed up. A
month or so later, T came across Tire, We
endded up having lots of Triends in common,
which wasn’l surprising.

Qur first date was at the Victrola in Capi-
tol Hill, and we got engaged the following
year at our church. Then in 2013 we got

married for the second rime with an official
license.

With the kids, T have the same kinds
of struggles as any oher legislator. T am
always bulancing a lot of stulll Lam very
fortunate Tiric took 15 yvears off his career
1o he 4 slay-al-home dad. He was a prinei-
pal in the Bellevue School Disiricl before
thal, so he fortunately knows o thing or lwo
about discipline and raising children.

MLI: Which picee ol legislation arc you
maost prowd of so tar? Would it be the
Marriage Equality Act?

IP: Perhaps you could make the argu-
ment forr that, but T am also very prond of
my accomplishments on the Uniform Taw
Commission gcommitiee. The ULE cre-
ates stare laws thar harmonize with others
across different states.

There is one called the Uniform Par-
entage Act from the 1930 thar sripulares
parental rights, and defines parenthood as
berween two cisgender, heferosexual par-
ents having biclogical children. We rewrore
irin 2015-16 becanse there are, in fact, a lot
af dilTerent paths 1o becoming & pareni: de
[aclo parents, parcnls through inent (sur-
rogaey). wad so o,

The reason | ended up finding oot about
all this is bacause of our sons. Hric and |
ended up having o use surrogacy in Cali-
Lornig, becauyse i was considered a Class
C felony in Washington state at the time.
It was very difficult being 3,000 miles
away from San Diego, where our surregate
was living. Since 2018, TGBT couples in
Washinglon slale can now have surroguacy
legally. Becsuse this also falls under the
Unilorm Lew Commission, these updales
have since becn enacted in nine other
states. Massachusells is the most reeent one
Tgot 10 be upurt of Lthiy summer.

L am particularly proud of this, because
are families like mine now legally recog-
nized [not only| in Washington state but in
nine orher states actoss the cowmry.

COURTESY JAMIE PEDERSEN

MI: Whal is your relationship with
outgoing US Ambassador Roger Nylins?
I3 it true vou and vour fawmily went to
visit hiy in Barbados this suomer dur-
ing Hurricane Beryl?

TP: Yey, he iy o very close Iricnd and the
godlather 10 all our kids, In normel limes,
L will talk 1o him everyday, He only lives
five blocks north of us too. In June and July
of this summer, the family and | went to go
visit him at his official post in Barbados.
When we were supposed to go on o or
next island, we unforiunately gol caught
up in the middle of Hurricane Beryl We
ended up having to extend our stay with
Roger and fiy back home after the storm
subsided, bul he was very good aboul it

MJ: Project 2025 clearly promotes
“traditional nuclear families.” What do
you think of this? How will you help to
keep Washington state a safe place for
Queer love and families?

JP: We have been working independently
of the federal government in Washingron
state for many years 1o ensure that LGRT
people sty protected in all avenues of
lilee. This is nol hilting us for the (st Gme,
Trumip was already president in 2017-21,
and we have been busy fighting off bad
Lthings ever since.

W hal has changed this 1ime is we have hil
a difficul hudget simation. Republicans in
Washingron, DC will try to use the threar
of revoking funds to 1y and coerce us,
Ton example: Will they try to cut funding
for our public schools il we don’l agree 1o
bun Trans kidy pariicipaling in sporis? The
answer Lo Lhis 1s obvious bul also hard. The
filibuster is the biggest thing Democrats
have gol going for us o prevent Lhese Lhings
[rom leaving the Senate Qoor.

We are absolutely zeroed In o see whal
happens.
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February ofien arrives with heart-shaped

nlections and Pinterest-perfect gestures
pro¢laiming the season of love, We see
constant reminders (o send Nowers or huy
chocolate for that special someone.

Yer for many Gay men in Seattle, the
spirit of Valentine’s Day can feel out of synce
with our experiences. We scroll through
endless faces on Grindr, get lost in fleeting
chats, and notice our small social circles
folding in on themselves. We starl asking,
“Where is the love? Why is il 30 challeng-
ing 1o lind genuine connection —even ina
cily olien touted as TGRBTQ friendly™?”

This picee explores (he decper dynam-
ics shaping our modern dating landscape.
We'll dissect the “Grindr paradox™ of end-
less profiles yer persistent lomeliness, look
athow Seattle’s supposedly large scene can
feel sutfocatingly small, contront the unre-
alistic expectations that weigh on Gay men,
and address a crucial question: Why don't
wa dale anynore?

By examining these overlapping forces,
we might discover pathways loward more
meaninglul bonds — even in a lasl-paced,
tech-saturaied culture.

The Grindr paradox

Dating apps like Grindr, Scruft, Tinder,
and Bumble have revolutionized how Gay
met find one anether. In decades past, safe
meeting spaces could be limited, espe-
cially for those who hadn’t come out pub-
licly. Apps changed that by placing doz-
ens ol ['profiles al cur fingertips. The thrill
ol serolling through potential matches is
undeniably alluring — particularly for
somcone new 1o the cily or newly oui.

Despite (his imitial excilement, users
often experience a crash. The suppos-
edly endless choices turn out to be less
robust than advertised. You see the same
faces again and apain, sometimes with
slightly updated photos or new usernames.
Ghosting runs rampant, and instant mes-
sages rarcly Icad to the sorl of prolonged,
inlimate conversation that might losier a
decper connegtion, Many ol us [all inwo the

cycle ol deleting Grindr in frusiration, only
o reinstall it days Jater, hoping for a beltier
outcome the next time,

Tt docsn’t help (hat the apps themisclves
are designed around instant gratification.
Location-hased matching makes it easy to
schedule a brief meemp within minutes.
For those who want casual encounters, that
can be a perk. However, for people seek-
ing ar emotional hond, the constant intlux
ol new profiles oflen encourages a “there
might be someone betler” mindset, in
which we move on at the first sign ol imper-
[ection rather than investing elfort in one
person,

A small city, a smaller world

Seattle might have a vibrant skyline and
a Queer population that sprawls far beyond
Capitol Hill. Yet onee you spend time in
the local LGBTQ commuuity, it™s clear
the scene often behaves like 2 small town.
Everyone seems 1o know someone else —
orhasa friend ol a [ricnd with a stary about
the samie person you just malched with
onling.

This overlap can leel comloriing at first:
arclerence fron a mutual riend might help
¥OU Lrust 4 new acquaintance. At the sanie
rime, it limits anonymity. 1t a relationship
goes sour, it’s nearly impossible to avoid
each other. Ex-partners, flings, and even
one-time hookups pop up at gatherings or
into your social media feed through shared
conncelions.

Tn these tight-knit circles, gossip irayv-
cls quickly. A single awkward dawe can
become cveryone’s talking point by the
lollowing weckend. One misunderstood
encounter may color somicone’s repulation,
making them wary about opening up again.

The silver lining is that repeat bad
behavior doesn't stay secret for long; pat-
rerns of dishonesty or disrespect beconle
widely known, sometimes promoting more
accountable conduct. Sill, the sense of
living in a “small world” can cncourage
caution in ways that stiflc emotional risk-
laking,

The weight ol unrealistic expectlalions

Beyond the structural challenges of a
tight-knit community and (he perpetval
turnover ol app-based malches, Gay micn
also navigate a labyrinth of expectations —
some imposed from within the community
and others borrowed from broader cultural
narratives.

It's no secret that body image pressures
loom large in Gay male culture. Gym-
centric profiles and “masc 4 mase™ tropes
dominate app feeds, fucling an cnviron-
ment that olten marginalizes those who
don’t fiLa narrow bcauly standard. Proliles
that explicitly siate “no fais, no femmes”
may be lower these days, bul more subtle
signals can be just as exclusionary.

On top of that, the community s enthusi-
asm for tribes — bear, twink, jock, daddy,
otter, and more — can be a double-edged
sword. These labels can help people find
others with shared aesthetics or interests,
yel they can also pigeonhole us. A “bear”
might be agsumed lo have 10 ¢ommon
ground with a “twink,” limiling both from
realizing how much they might aclually
share outside (heir physical presentations.

Maorcover, in a cily dominaled by major
tech companies, suceess is often tied to
professional achievements. That can bleed
into the dating arena, with some men
feeling pressured to show off advanced
degrees, travel photos, or lavish nights out
to convey their social standing. Those with-
oul big paychecks or high-profile job titles
may worry they can’t compete, while those
who do Maunt their careers may question il
prospective malches only like them for the
perks.

Meanwhile, the substance (hal truly sus-
tains a relationship — kindness, empathy,
humor, and shared values — can be over-
shadowed by the quest to look impressive
o1 paper {or in an app bio).

Owr comnunity also encompasses a
wide range of relationship styles. Some
scek monogamy, olhers are openly poly-
amorous, and many fall somewhere in
between, While this spectrum can be lib-

crating, il also becomes a mineficld when
people aren’t up ront. A man expecling
exclusive commitment might find himselr
surpriscd when his partner talks about
bringing others in, or a polyamorous person
may feel stifled by someone’s assumption
that they’ll hecome monoganious eventu-
ally. Without open comnmnication, these
mismatched expectations bring heartbreak
and contusion.

Scarching lor love in a shallow-lecling

pool

When you add up these variables — app
burnoul, gossip inasmall scene, and cxacl-
ing beauty or lifestyle standards —it's casy
to see why so many of us describe the local
dating pool as “shallow.” 1t not that peo-
ple lack depth. Rather, the external struc-
tures push us toward transactional or fleet-
ing encounters. Authenticity gets buried
under hurried messages and the relemtless
hope that something beller might be just a
SWiDG away.

Emotional incrtia then seis in. Aller
cxperiencing cnough ghosting or short-
lived sparks, people protect themselves by
avoiding vulnerability. Some shicld their
true selves behind quippy banter or super-
ficial Hirting. Others immerse themselves
in casual hookups 1o aveid the emotional
stakes of deeper intimacy. With ant-
LGBTQ rhetoric frequently surfacing in
national headlines, we crave safety and
closeness bul often scltle for these paler
imitations instead.

Why don’t we aclually date anymore?

In ihe midst of these issucs, a common
relrain is, “Why don’t we dale anymore?”
Historically, “dating™ meant asking some-
one out, planning an activity, and spend-
ing meaningtul time together to explore
compatibility. Today, it’s more common to
“hang out™ or skip straight o the bedroom,
hoping physical chemistry might create an
instant bond.

Onc rcason is inslant gratification. Apps
give us the abilily o migssage people at any
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hour, ofen 1o arrange same-day meclups.
Another factor is the fear of vulnerability:
planning an actual date takes courage. We
have to risk someone’s rejection or disinter-
est across a meal that could last an hour or
more.

Ambiguity reigns as well. The rise of
“situationships” — relationships that aren't
quite casual hookups but aren’t labeled as
anything more — keeps partners in limbo.
While we avoid the pressure of labels, we
also forgo clarily, which might otherwise
help us decide whether 1o invest emotion-
ally or move on.

Finally, Seattle’s hustle culture plays a
part. Many residents juggle demanding
tech jobs, side projects, and social com-
mitments. In that setting, taking the time
to plan and savor a real date can feel like
a luxury. The result is a dating scene that
prizes spontangily but often negleets the
cmotional groundwork that genuinge com-
panionship requires.

While there’s no shame in scxual explo-
ration, many ol us yearn for the more delib-
erate cour(ship that used 1o define a “date.”

Breaking the cycle: toward authentic

connection

Despite the dannting realities, meaning-
ful connections are possible. Many in the
community find lasting love or support-
ive [riendships that cventually grow into
ramance, While there’s no single blueprint,
several approaches can help break free

Irom (he shallow currents:

e Diversify your social life: Dat-
ing apps are one tool but shouldnt be
the only one. Joining LGBTQ sports
leagues, attending Queer film festivals,
volunteering with nonprofits, or explor-
ing shared hohbies at community centers
can reveal polential conngelions, Meel-
ing people amid activities you genuinely
cnjoy loslers more natural rapport and
gives you plenty (o discuss that goes
beyond small talk,

e Praclice mindlul dating: Rather than
Tuggling multiple shallow chats, pick one
or two people who intrigue you. Engage
with genuine questions: “What inspires
you these days?” or “How did you
choose Seattle?” — prompts thar invite
more than a one-line reply. Authentic lis-
lening also goes a long way: let the other
person’s story unfold without rushing (o
talk about yoursell.

& Be transpareni about intentions: 11
you ¢rave a serious relationship, say so.
I you prefer something casual or open,
niake that clear. While blunt honesty can
feel nerve-wracking, it saves time for
everyone. Nothing drains potential love
faster than spending weeks in a hazy
limbo of uncertainty.

¢ Challenge narrow standards of
attraction: Take a moment (o rellect on
your awn prelerences, Are (hey geng-
ingly yours, or shaped by socictal norms

" 4

-
—

or peer pressure? Somelimes we dis-
caver (hat what we thought we wanted
— or who we assumed would he “our
type” — was more gbowt fitting in than
personal connection. Expanding your
sense of desirability might lead you to
connections you never anticipated.

o Try old-fashioned courtship: A
simple invitation (o collee or dinner can
be relreshing in a world ol quick meets.
Commitling 10 an activily for a sel ime
— like waiching a film or 1aking a walk
— allows both partics 1o be present wilh-
oul scanning for ihic next hest maich.
Sure, it risks “wasting time” if there’s no
spark, but it also offers a chance to haild
deeper rapport.

A more loving community

On a broader level, we can strengthen
Scatile’s Gay scene by foslering inclusiv-
ity. Publicly cclebrating diverse body types,
ages, cihnicitics, and relationship struc-
tures makes the communily richer, We
can also terper the gossip mill by pausing
helore spreading rumors and by encourag-
ing open dialogue when misunderstandings
arise.

We can advocate for better mental health
resources, acknowledging that grappling
with all these dating challenges — on top
of nationwide political stress — can be
overwhelming. Therapy, supporl groups,
and crisis lings designed for LGBTQ peo-
ple offer crucial lilelings,

—

Finally, bridging gencrational gaps can
nurture a sense ol continuity: older adulis
have lived through eras with tewer rights
and resources, while younper ones bring
new perspectives and energy.

Conclusion

So, where 13 the love? Despite the bar-
rage ol apps and (he pressure of a small yel
sometimes ¢liquish city, love is still very
much alive in Scatile’s Gay community. Tt
thrives in the corners where people invest
time in face-to-lace connection, Tu blos-
soms among [tiends who discover shared
passions, and it emerges when we dare 1o
be transparent about who we are and what
we seek.

No gingle solution can dismantle all the
challenges, he they unrealistic hody stan-
dards, guick-swipe mindsets, or overlap-
ping gossip wehs. Yet small shills in how
we approach our daily interaclions ¢an
have an outsized impact. By reintroducing
a dash of old-lashioned courtship, chal-
lenging harmful normg, and nurturing a
(ruly inclugive conmunily, we stand a bet-
ter chance of transtorming that lingering
guestion — “Where is the love?” — into a
tangible, fulfilling reality in our daily lives.

For more information on local LGBTO+
sports groups, volunteer opporiunities.
and support services, visit RUps:Hvww.
gaycity.org of check ouf community
boards at Capitol Hill cafés.

VISIT US ONLINE SGN.ORG

FEBRUARY 2025

SGN 5



S.' 1Ds are
Timeless

| I

AHE Wellness Center

freeSTDcheck.org



Seattle LGBTQ+ Weddmg Expo to celebrate love and
equality amid fears of new administration

BY HANNAH SAUNDERS
SGN EDITOR COURTESY RAINBQVY VIEDDING NETWORK
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Thailand beach town celebrates

Dozens of Gay, Lesbian, and Trans cou-
ples flocked to the Bluport Mall in sunny
HuaHm Thailand, on Thursday to
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BY DAVE HORN
SPECIAL TO THE SGN
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JADA & RAINI

On October 14™, Jada and Raini exchanged vows in an intimate
outdoo nony on the picturesque shores of Lake Crescent
in Olympic National Park.

The celebration continued indcors at Field Arts & Events Hall,
where & spacious, flexible setup accommodated their guests
for a seated dinner and lively dancing.

With room for 20-250 seated guests, and up to 400 standing,
the venue's e nt acou and advanced AV equipment
ensured a dynamic, unforgettable experience. Cur experienced
staff tock care of detall, allowing the couple and their
guests to relax and enjoy the night.

The romantic scenery, all-season adventures, and mild climate
of the Olympic Peninsula make it an ideal destination wedding
location all year round.

Let us make your dream destination wedding easy. Special
rates available for mid-week and off-season celebrations.
Reach out today for your free rental quote.

Georgia Meyers
(360)504.2415
rgia@fieldhallevents.org




You don't always have to avoid
romance if you're newly sober

BY MARIE GARCEAU
SPECIALTO THE SGN

With Valentine's Day fast approaching,
there can be pressure to do something nice
for that special person. The holiday offers
profound joy and significant challenges
for those who take it to heart. While many
participale, countlesy others avoid il al all
cosls.

Tor those in recovery from substance
use, dating and relationships can carry an
added laver of complexity as sobriety and
personal growth interacet with the emo-
tional demands of intimacy. Fortunately.
there are practical ups for sober daung and
community rasources in Washington State
for those recovering from substance use
(https:/fwww.addicted. org/news/navigat-
ing-love-and-romance-during-recovery),

There are challenges in romantic rela-
tionships because of the inherently
unpredictable nature of romance, Any-
one going through anvthing challenging
in their lite knows this to be troe when
romance =nters theirlife at a difficult time,
such az recoverv from a substance use dis-
order. Unfortunately, for those in recovery,
engaging in social situations that might
involve alcohol ur drugs, oflen  leature of
modern daling, can be (riggering.

According to the National Survey on
Drug Use and Health, about 24% of Wash-
ington State adults 18 and older used llicit
drugs in the past month. The haticnal Cen-
ter for Dimg Abuse Statistics also indicates
that over 15% of Washington adults over 18
binge-drink atleast once par month.

In the LGBTQ community, thes2 issuas
are oflen amplilied because ol sirained
lamnily reladonships and people struggling

GENDER LEAGUE

with sobricty and romantic relationships.
According to The Substance Abuse and
Meantzl Health Services Administrarion,
sexual minority adults were more likely
than straight adults to have had a substance
us2 disorder in the past year. Aboul vne-
third of Bisexual mwules, Bisexual females,
and Gay males had a substance use disor-
derin the past year, along with onz-fourth
of Lesbians.

You don’t always have to avoid romance
if yon are new to sobriety. Prioritize your
recovery ond malke sobriaty the non-negoti-
able foundation of yourlife. Before entering
into a relationship, have confldencein your
ability to maintain vour recovery.

Must importanily, be honest with thuse
you are heginning a relationship with,
whether in recovery or not. Transparency
about your recovery journay <an set the
tone for a healthy relationship. LXscuss
your boundarics and triggers carly to avoid
misunderstandings.

Building truzt requires open and honest
communication about past strnggles and
curreni goals. Claar expectations about
lriggers and personal needs can creale a
sale environmenl for both partners.

When you are dating, choose sober-
friendly activities. Choose dates that don't
center around alcohol or drugs. 1liking,
art classes, cotfes meoetups, playing sports,
going for walks, casual lunches, or visiting
musaums can provide fun, sober alterna-
tives. Be creative, and search locally for
things to do. Exploring activities and cre-
aling routines thal support a sober lifes yle
can deepen U2 bund and reduce isks.

Finally, Tean on your support. network.
Stay connected with sponscrs, therapists,
or support groups to process emotions that
arise during dating and rclationships. In
Washington State, the LGBTQ Commis-
ston lists support resources in avery county.
In addition, the Washington Health Alli-
ance offers LGBTQ+ mental health resour-
ces, und the 988 suicide and crisis lifeline 1y

avgiluble 24/7.

TAKE ACTION TO

PROTECT TRANS YOUTH

Tell your representatives to vote YES on

SB 5123: Expand Student Protections

$B 5179: School Board Accountability
SB 5180: Inclusive Schools

SB 5181: Protect Student Privacy

HB 1296: The Safety Act

Safer schools for

all students—
including
Trans youth

Marie Grarvenn s Feen working in (he
field of substance wse and addiction recov-
ery for over a decade. She werks at DRS
(hittpstwww addicted.org) and primarity
Jocuscs on reaching out to the community
and spreading awar eness.

Learn more:

VISIT US ONLINE SGN.ORG
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A Gay array of Seattle dating app experiences

BY LINDSEY ANDERSON
SGN STAFF WRITER

Daling loday isn’t what it used 1o be.
While apps have made the experience man-
ageable and saler for Queer people, Lhe
depersonalization of the interface has lefl
many feeling unfuliilled.

Over hall of all LGBTQ+ people use dat-
ing apps, according o the Pew Rescarch
Center. In 2024, Tinder was the most com-
mon. tollowed by Bumble and Hinge. For
LGBTQ+ apps in particular, Grindr was
the most popular.

Niclsen data shows that 223,000 adults
in the Scatlle arca use dating apps, mak-
ing il the sccond-most-popular city for
digital conneclions. Here, 14% of adulis
under 35 use apps w search [or a pariner
— almost lwice as many as the national
average.

Despile their popularity. people are split
on whether they make finding a pariner
casier.

“Twinks only”

Sum Crabtree has been using dating apps
singe 2017, though he's heen on few dates.
“I |haven't] been committed enough to the
whole thing o want to sustain a conver-

salion wilh a stranger or be active on the
apps,” he admilled.

Crabtree usually sticks Lo Scrull, Grindr,
and Tinder bul occasionally uses ITinge.
Though he uses Grindr most, he's [ound
more frogs than princes. T keep gelling
messages [rom 70-year-olds with ‘twinks
only” in their bio.” said Crabtree, who is in
his 20s.

He is open to an age-gap relationship
but is deterred by the men on Grindr. “1t
has less W do with age and more Lo do with
mild o severe [elishizalion,” he said, 1
cauld meel someone in their 50s or 60 |
might find allractive, bul they’re generally
nol the ones with ‘twinks only’ in their bio,
and ollentimes the vibes are not deal or
humanizing. And il you sec justa hole” on
A 73-year-old's page, vou gel the sense that
their lile may nothe inits mostideal era”

Tesla lover

Fuor Torria Pace, Tinder is also a mine-
field tor strange encounters. They once met
up with a match who was ioo into his Tesla.
“I was teasing him about [the Tesla), and he
zot defensive and was like, ‘It's a beauti-

ful car,™ they recalled. “He kepl going on
aboul how it looked, which was weird.”

Lventually, he staried complaining aboul.
an injury he sustained [rom “working on
hig car™

“You can’t work on a Tesla,)” Pace said.
“You have 10 Lake it o the mechanic.”™ Alter
some pressing, the date confessed: his
injury didn't come trom working on the car
but rather én it.

The man had installed a language-learn-
ing model into his car and atiempled o
teach 1L how o love him, "It esealated (o
this Her-siyle Tesla jerking over multiple
years, where he just sort of sal weirdly
in the car and had his car seal crush him
while he did his dealings, and thal’s why
his ribs hur(.”

Despile the lonsy dale, Pace conlinues
w use Tinder. “T still use it because T like
a welird story,” they admitted. Tt made me
wonider how men can have so much moncy
and so litlle therapy.”

Happily ever after
Despite some bad experiences, Pew
tound that one in ten partnered adults met

COURTESY ET NOW

their significant other on a daling app. Thal
was Lhe casc [or Harry Smith,

“I joke thal | went through the trenches
o lind ny man, but T kind of did,” he said.
“T went on many dates that were just okay,
only a couple ol bad ones.” Ile met his now-
boy[riend in June 2023 when he liked his
profile. "I noticed he had a fun fact about
the Titanic on his profile, so 1 messaged
him and said 1had a friend who is obsessed
with the Titanic, and he said, ‘Now you
have two!™

On Hinge, people highlight their person-
alitics in their profiles, I appreciale the
prompls thal Hinge provides, 11 gives you a
betier chance of gauging chemistry before
tulking or mecling in person.” Smith said,
“1Lis still diflicull when people give lame
orunoriginal responses, bul sometimes you
ect lucky and find a gem.”

Whether you love or hate them, dating
apps arc here 10 stay, especially in Seattle.
Because swiping opens up a much larger
pool of people to interact with, using the
4pps call involve some strange encouiers,
but it you're lucky, it might lead w a lasting
connection.

y

Hot Tub Boats Seattle provides steamy privacy
for LGBTQ+ couples on Valentine’s Day

BY LINDSEY ANDERSON
SGN STAFF WRITER

Seartle’s original hot wib boats provide an
opportunily [or wel, hol, and sicamy dates
on Lake Union, Many book Lhe lusurions
experience in the summer, making winter
the ideal time to hop aboard.

Golda Uerrer ook the boals oul lor a
spin wilh her gal pals [or a gitls” night oul.
“1 liked Lhal we could navigate ourselves,”
she (old the SGN. Derrer was surpriscd

by how easy they were 1o drive bur noted,
“TI'hey don’l go Fast, No donuts,”

Her Lavorile parl was adding bath salls
1o the tub. However, she noted, *LIwish [ had
known we could've brought outside tood
Loo,”

Taylor Kaminski also ook the Iy
out [or 4 girls’ night and agrees that winter
i the best time Tor this, “Twenlon ashightly

cold day,” she said, “I wouldn't want to do it
when it's hot.,”

Those wishing Lo cnjoy a private Valen-
tine’s Day boating getaway will need a valid
driver's license, the ability to operate 4 joy-
stick, and al least one person over Lhe age
ol 21, Uscrs can enjoy views ol Gas Works
Park, the Industrial Districl, and charming
houseboats, all within the privacy of their

COURTESY HOT TUB BOATS

floating b, kept at a balmy 104 degrees.

Though aleohol 15 prohibited onboard,
cach crall comes with & complimentary
cooler filled with cold water and a speaker
that can connect to any device to play your
most romantic songs.,

For mare information,
visit https:iwwww.seatilehoitub.com,
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STEAM
WORKS

Sexual spaces on the frontline of Queer freedom

BY TEDDY ROMAN

Inthe heart of Capitol Hill, a nondescript
gray building houses one of Seattle’s most
vibrant sexual speces. Steammworks, one cf
the city’s two Gay bathhonses, mairtains 2
relatively discreet profile, withits industrial
vibe and sparse, ambiguous signage. Yet it
is one of the most frequented sexually ori-
ented hnsinesses in the Paci i Northwest

Steemwotks {s more than just a venne for
both Cig and Trans Gay male sex — s s
sanctyary of self-expression and liberation.
Faced with evolving societal attitudes and
changing norms, it and similar bugnesses
remain crocal to Queer communities, car
rying a legacy that resonates far beyond
thedir walls.

A sexual safe haven

In & cultoral climate increasingly bert
toward prudishness, Queer s3xual spaces
such ag Steamworks serve en importart
funetion. According to General Manager
Chris Peterson, these businesses represent
one o the last frontiers in the fight for 1ik-
eration, providing e safe havsn for often-
stigmatized sexnal expressions.

“I think sexual spaces are still impor-
lanil loday, given lhe conlinued reluclancs
of straight people to be confronted wita
Gay sax,” Paterson wrote to the SGN in aa
email. “Yes, large majorities of pesple 12
the TJ8 and other democratic societizs sup-
port LGBTY rights for the most part, but
ate they camfortable watching two mea
having anal sex?”

The stigma placed on Gay sex has always
proved a basrier to broader acceptance and
rights. For those who may bristle at the sug-
gestion that Queer tights depend at Jeast {2
part on acceptance of Gay sex, it is help-

ful to remembert the rheteric that cenered
around Gay sex acts. In 1997, bioethic{st
Leon Kass argued in “The Wisdom of
Repugnance”in The New Reprblic that the
reaction of disgust, as experienced by many
heterosexnal people when confronted with
Gay sex, iz evidence of a deep-seated,
inherited moral wisdom that can he relied
on to determine right and wrong.

The “ick factor,” as the phenomenon
became populatly knowz, was reflectsd
in publiz statements by anti-Queer figures
such as the laze Rev. Jerry Falwell, former
Sen. Rick Sanorum, and former Gov. Mike
Haickabes, arrong ohers.

“It’s important that we have these spaces
to pursuc our sexual orientations fres of
Judgrment.” says Petarson. “No matter how
progressive vour Aunt Edaa s, [ doukt she
wants ta watch fistirg porn.”

Promoting sexual health and well-

being

As g sexvally oriented business cater-
ing to Gay men, Steamwotks has served
a nnique mission in efforls to preven: and
treat HIV and $TIz. Bathhooses have long
been imporlanl siles of infurmalion and
resources, includicg the distributicn of
condorns, fres testing, and puslic hazalth
messaging.

Ag Paterson explained, “Our clientels
come from all walks of life.. Some have
limited access to heelthears. Some areclos-
stad and maybe reluctant to discuss these
matters with their doctors. Having access
to anonymous HIV/STI testing at the baths
can be alitsra. lifesever for these people”

To this end, Steamworks maintaing a
close affiliation with public health depart-

IRTESY THEZCLUB

merts in providing sccurate, consistent
messaging around PYEF, Doxy PEF, mpox
vaccinations, and emerging health con-
cerrs. Reflscting on the ontbreak of mpox
in 2022, Peterson added, *“We worked hard
to educate our members about 1t and dirsct
themn to whers they coild ge: vaccinated?

Bathhonges® role in sexral heslth iz a
direct outgrowth of ths {nstitution’s histery
during the HIV/ATDS crisis of the 1980z,
Cities wita large Gay popu.ations such as
San Francisco and New York, where the
impact of the virns was most visible, tack
severs, often draconian measures against
such establishments. Some, even those as
Queet-oriented ag San Francisco, still do
not have bathhonses to this day.

Challenges and the path forward

Bathhouses are no relic. They remain
important to Quneer communities now,
thovgh they face a separas sst of chal-
lenges than in taeir heyday, before AIDS.
Asvibrant as they are, thosesuch as Steam-
worcs facs & number of difficultiss as the
city — and the nation — changes around
them.

Cue ol he biggesl challenges is genlrifi-
cation, said Peterson. Capital Hill has been
a center of development and its attendant
growing pains for quite sorme time. “With
the cost of real estae rising, especially
in orban areas, & lot of thess businesses
just can’t eep tp {f they rent or are sasily
tempted to cash outif hey own,” be said.

TheZClab, formerly Club Z, {s the dd-
est and largest private mens club serving
Seattle’s Gay ccmmunity, which sits mere
blocks away. The Center for Sex-FPositive
Culture, located downtown and fonnded

URTESY STEA

in 1999, promotes open sexual practics
and dialogue acrcss diverse communities.
The §GN reached out to both of thess {nsti-
ution, but a5 of publication has not heard
sack from either.

Ancther challenge {s the dominance of
aookup apps on the Gay social scens. “We
still merve a purpose,” Peterson added
“Inviting a stranger into ycur hcme or
20ing to & siranger’s home can not only be
sigky but can easily get ewkward. That risk
‘s diminished when mesting someone in a
space like ours. If you mest somsone hers
and it does turn awkward, it’s much easier
-0 palitely £sk him to leave your room at
Stearmworks that to ask him to leave you:
aomet?

Additionally, Petersoa cited the peren-
aial frustration many neets have with these
apps, spending hours on froiless conver
sations and indecisive chat sartners. *A
sathhouge 15 full of peopls with intent,” he
explained. “Many pecple browse Lookup
apps with no strongintention cf hocking up
anytime soon (of ever), so thatcanlead toa
ot of wasted time for tkose lcoking for an
:mmediate sexual encounter.”

Amid socielal shills, lechoological
advances, and econornic pressures, Stearm-
works continues to serve as a vital space {n
Seattle’s Quaer landscape by bridgirg gaps
oetween health, sexual expression, and
social pressures.

Your Aunt Bdna may net want to see it
sut without free sexnal sxpression and the
zafe haven offered by such businesses, anti-
{ueer stigma would be even harder 1o fight
and Queer life wenld stuggle even harde:
for liberation.

CENTER for

SEX POSITIVE CULTURE
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ar — and new rights for adult

entertainers and bar patrons

BY AUDREY OSCARSON

time there was an infraction, they would
have to take a picrure and document the
action,” Glitter told the SG
just ¢ 111111lr in here and
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Asalilm eritic, P'm used 1o gening asked
unanswerable questions. and [ have stock
answers lor most ol them. The most [te-
guent query | receive, naturally, is what 1
think the best picture ever made is. I typi-
cally respond by stating some variation on
“Haopefully the next one | see.”

The truth? Tdon’t like proclaiming what
T think the “hest” films are for anything.
Tor every Lop-len or relrospective lisl, T
make sure Lo slawe thal these are my per-
sonal favorites — no less and certainly no
more than thal — and that il will canstantly
change over lime.

The same goes lor “the best LGBTQ
films of all time” It's a massive list, one
that needs to be sorted by decade, country
of origin, politics, history, and — sadly —
whatever was deemed “culturally accept-
able” al the moment ol creation. Basil
Dearden’s tragic thriller Vierine may have
been considered 1aboo-breaking in 1961,
hut it pales in comparison o James Ivo-
ry’s 1987 drama Maurice, which in (um
is downright tame alongside Ang Lec's
Oscar-winning 2(0M5 Western, Brokeback
Mouniain. Yel all three are righufully con-
sidered elassics, and when watched in suc-
cession, iU's casy W see the conneelive tis-

sue that Hnks them across the decades.

This brings me to a guestion [ was
recently asked: “What are the best LGBTQ
love stories to watch for Valentine's Day?™
That's an interesting one, notably because
I cannot say | wateh d lot of romantic films
— Queer, straight, whatever — for the holi-
day. (Okay, maybe T'll put on Allred Hilch-
cock’s to Catch a Thief, but that's because
as a kid, T wanied o grow up 1o be Grace
Kelly, and as a teenager | developed a crush
on Cary Granl, but that’s about it}

While there are plenty of grear LGBTQ
ramances, I can’t say I'm drawn Lo walch-
ihg thal many. Seoveral, like Brokeback
Meaniain or 'Todd Haynes' Carol, end up
tragically. Others, like 2000's The Broken
fearts Club (which costars Dean Cain,
of all penple) — or just about anything on
Netllix thal fits inside the Queer rom-com
bubble — are nothing more than insipidly
mane sitcoms masyuerading as [cature-
length lilms. Tabhor the majority of them.

There are exceplions, of course, and
Lthankflully it seems like we are gewing
more and more o them each vear, T
nice Lo see pictures like Happiest Seas
Bros, Red, White and Raval Blue, Every-
hody's Tulking About Jamie, and My (Hd

5 TRANSEXBY QUEN SIENTE EL DESED MREFRENARLE D€ (A

“PERFECTLY B D
A ARACING, FRESENT TENSE EXPLORATION
GF SEX, INTIMACY, AND LOVE"

TOM CULLEN  CHAIS NEW

W E N D

A FILM BY ANOREW HAIGH

Love bites: Ten LGBTQ
romantic interludes
perfect for Valentine’s
Day date night

BY SARA MICHELLE FETTERS
SGN STAFF WRITER

Asy showing up in theaters and on stream-
ing services. While I enjoyed some of these
maore than others, 1still think it's great they
were all released. Hspecially right now,
especially in this climate. If anything,
they're needed maore than ever,

But anyhow, back to the original ques-
tion: Whut are the best TGRTQ love sio-
ries? While Twon'L provide adirecl answer,
Twill olfer up ten of my Favoriles (irom ald-
st Lo newest). Some will be obvious. Many
will be ow of the box. Give them all a look.

1. Dracule’s Daughter (1936) (Lambert

Hillyer)

'I'he Lesbian vampire is hardly a new
idea. Countless genre efforts have explored
the phenomenon, including three spell-
binding 1970s classics: The Vampire Lov-
ers, Danghters of Darkness, and The Velver
Vampire, all indebted 1o Dracute’s Dangh-
fer, But those are just three entries ona lung
and varicd listihat grows with cach passing
year.

S0, iUs sule (o say Hillyer's opus luid the
Toundation Torevery spin on Lhis idea we've
seen since, and did so under the waichlul
cye of a puritanical production code thal
locked 10 drain all the homoeratic blood

L.ovE 1S STRANGE

LET MEN 18 THE
AREAFRAID TO..

out ol this quickly produced sequel 1o
Universal's 1931 smash. Drgenla. It's hon-
estly erazy how sieamy (his pulpy piece ol
horror melodrama is, even when judged
against its more modern counterparts. But
one only needs to wateh a scene of blood-
sucking foreplay between Gloria Holden
(as the undead Counless Marya Zalesku)
and Nan Grey (as the starry-cyed ingénue
Lili} and wonder how it gol pust the cen-
sors. These two mell the screen with telr
crolic inlengity.

2. Funeral Parade of Roses (1969)

(Toshio Matsumoto)

While | have mostly avoided stuaight-up
tragedies for this countdown, an excep-
tign must be made for Matsumota’s mom-
mental Japanese New Wave masterpiece.
Suffice it o say, there is a lime belore une
watches the mesmeric unhinged mastery of
Funeral Parade of Roses, and Lhen there is
that glorious time alterward.

This drama is a phamasmagoric marvel,
u story of g time, pluee, country, and cul-
ture rich in complexity and diversily, one
thal showcases ils unique characters with
u documentary-like intensily emulated by
nonfliction benchmarks ke 19845 Street-
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wive or especially 1990% Peuris Is Burning.
Granted, is not for the faint of heart o see
protagorist Bddic (portrayed by the gor-
geous and talented Shinnosuke lkehata)
Jjourney into the heart of Tokyc's vibrant
uadergronnd Gay comumunity, and his final
destination is blindingly heartbreaking.

Bul gelling there i3 an experience ke
few others, The lyrical romanticlsm of
much of it is so inspiring, it almost keeps
the evential hearthreak from heing as over-
whelming and depressing as it might have
been.

3. Change of Sex (1977) { Vicente

wwAranda)

T have o strange fascination with deple-
tions of lrans journeys 1o 1970s cinema,
especially Buropean cinema.

Aranda’s delirionsly  agile romantic
drama is far more optimistic, which malkes
it perfect for Valentine's Day. It's a fantasy,
Lo he cerlain, especially Tor the Lime, bl
that does not make watching Maria José
(@ fresh-faced Victoria Abril) embrace her
authentic self any less sublime. The film's
final sequence is grandly euphoric, show-
casing Trans empowerment in a way rarely
done bafors (1o shack thers) or even since.
1he lock on Abril's tace as an impossible
dream iy realized G1s me wilh joy just al
the thought of it. As basic as the plot of this
semi-forgotten Spanish soap opera may be,
thal mamenl alome is enowgh for me Lo keep
coming back as a pick-me-up when | need
it the most.

4, Desert Hearts (1985) {Donna Deitch)

Probably the mogt obvious title on this
list, Deitch’s Drexert Heariy remains an
essential entry in the LGBTQ cinematic
canon. Helen Shaver has rarely heen beller,
in a sensational depiction of a browbeaten,
buttoned-up Colombia Cnglish professor
strancled in Rene, wailing Tor her divoree
to be finalized. Patricia Charbonneau,
making her film debut, matches her as the
young, carclree seulplor whao almaost inacd-
vertently seduces the soon-to-be-divorcee,
with youthful, infections magnetism.

Deitch’s delectable period romance gets
better with each passing vear, and it's easy

to ses its influence on modern Lesbian
dramas like Corol and Hlappiest Yeason.
Bul There’s g reason this gels rewalehed,
discussed, and adored even though it’s
approaching its 40th anniversary. There is
a rich timelessness to its deplction of lust,
longing, friendship, and romantic atfec-
Lom that continues Lo speak 1o viewers of
all ages, identities, races, and backeronnds,
and this beguiling rescnance shows no sign
of Tading.

5. Orlando (1992) (Sally Totter)

Virginia Wool [ i my lavorile wriler. bul
1 never imagined anvone, even a filmmaker
as talented as Potter, would be able to so
claverly adapt the anthor’s 1928 Oriandy.: A
Biograpy, That the director was able to do
so is impressive. T'hat she did so with such
invenliveniess, originalily, and imagination
is even mare so.

This was where I discovered Tilda Swin-
Lom fer the st lime — and she s dazeling.
T'his gender-bending depicticon of a life
lived in all irs mystically fascinating befud-
dlement 13 a marvel, Yet Swinton grounds
events with emotionally naturalistic gravi-
tas that makes aven the story’s most fantas-
tical elements wholly believable. Few dra-
matic fantasies have achieved this level of
vibrancy. Fyven lewer have proven Lo be this
endearing and enduring,

6. Buund (1996) (The Wachowskis)

Lana and Lilly Wachowski's invigorat-
ingly visceral nec-noir Bersd is an abso-
lute trimmph. Temaoves with anourgeney that
is uniquely its own, yet it also pays shrewd
homage 1o grovndbreaking classies like
Deiour, Gun Crazy, Kansar Cliv Confiden-
rierd, and Ciiss Cross (just toname a few),

Bul il is the central romantic entangle-
meut of Jennifer Tilly and Gina Gershon
that makes it essential. These two play off
one another wilh their hearls melaphori-
cally on fire, their passion otherworldly.
Conpled against Joe Pantoliano’s slimy
viciomsniess, Tilly and Gershon are noir
heroines tor the ages, both embracing vet
also defving femme fatale genre stereo-
typlog with a dexterity that's gleefully
bewitching.

7, Weekend {2011) (Andrew Haigh)

While not his debut, Weskend is the
drama that made Haigh a dircetorial name
to pay attention to. L his 2011 festival favor-
ite made serious waves, and for good rea-
son. What on the surface looks to be a rudi-
mentary tale of a one-night-stand between
Iwo men waniing Lo hook up Gand Bitlle else)
sieakily proves to be arichly adroit saga of
loneliness, need, and emotional connectiv-
ily thal pack s a major paychological wallop.
Stars Torm Cullen and Chels New are excel-
lent, while einematographer Ula Pontikos
casls a lyrical spell thal lingers on leng
after the storv has come to its ephemeral
conelngion,

Haigh would go on from here to weave
equally enthralling endeavors, his confi-
dent hand guiding the HBQ series Lok
ing anel hortderline instant classics Tike £5
Yeury, Lear or Pele, and A8 of Uy Sirerig-
erz. But there is something abour this seem-
ingly simple, straighlferward, sineere Tusl-
to-love story that reaches into the viewer’s
soul and refnses to let go. Magnificent
doesn’t even begln to cover it,

8. Love Is Serange (2014} (Tra Sachs)

I cannot think of a single project that was
not made substantially better by Alfred
Maolina's presence. He has over lwo hun-
dred credits on IMDb, and while I have not
watched them all (who could?), I'd bet good
moeney [hal every ome of thern s Tucky thal
the actor was involved.

Molina’s performance as New York
musie leacher George in Sachs” divinely
intuitive and topically prescient Love fs
Atrange might be my favorite (even more
s0 his wickedly charismatic turn as Dr.
Otro Octevins in Spides-Marn 2). There’s
never a maomenl that feels foreed or alse,
andhis chemistry with costar John Lithgow
is hypnotically astounding. Molina makes
whal could have heen a lacile and overlly
melodramatic scenario sing with thunder-
aus aperatic grace.

Y, Boy Meets Girl (2014) {Eric Schaeffer)
Schaeffer has hardly been a writer-direc-
tor T've felt the need to go to bat for, My
LafessinLammaround, If Lucy P2]], Fufl, and

After Fall, Winier are only four of the film-
maker’s features I've watched over the past
three deeades, and none of themn Tingers
positively in mv memory.

But Boy Meezs (fir! is a prime example of
why I walk into each and every film with an
open mind. It's a shockingly divine roman-
tie comedy, and while il is nol unexpected
or out of the ordinary, it still manages to
tell its tale with a buoyvant earnestness that's
cndearing. Fven withoul the Trans-cen-
tered subject matter, Tstill think T'd adore
this pieture a whole heek of a lot.

While T wan’l say Schacller knows
precisely what he’s talking abont, star
Michelle ITendley does so much of the
dramatic heavy lifting that most storytell-
ing missteps are pleasingly mitizated. At
its center, Hoy Meers i may be a Hall-
mark-slyle rom-com wilth all of the lypical
clichés and stereoty pes, but thanks in large
part to her anthentically snklime perfor-
manee. iUs a1l so gosh-darn endearing thal
L couldn’t care less.

10. Bit (2019) (Brad Michacl Elmorc)

We started this list with a vampire Hick;
we might as well end with one too: indie
filmmaker Elmore's sadly underseen,
female-centered Hir. A victim of a pan-
dernie release date and a meager marketing
budget, this is nonetheless a fantastically
entertaining Lost Boyve riff on bloodsuck-
ing dynamics everllowing with youthlul
energy and blood-splattered charm.

Liasy to miss in all of the Trans-centered
coming-of-age supernatural carmage and
undead silliness, there is a sweet little hid-
den love storv. Nicole Maines (of Supergizd
Nia Nal fame) and supporting plaver Zolee
Griggs have devilish chemistry, though
thiy dor’l gel aton of sereen Hme 1 show-
case it, what with the breathlessly paced
90-minute running time. Yer they make
their love slory subplol essenlial Lo the
goofy outcome of all this Builv meets The
Vamipire Digrics meets Riverdole frivol-
ity. For those with a sofl spol for Sapphic,
gothic madness, 7f comes amazingly close
ta perfect.

Sonora Reyes reimagines a
classic in latest rom-com

BY LINDSEY ANDERSON
SGN STAFF WRITER

February is the season tor love, espe-
cially for Somnora Reyes, the best-selling
auther of The Lesbiana’s Gulds to Catholic
Schooland The Luts Ortege Survive! Club.
Afler several suceessul YA novels, Reyves
has now recently released their first adult
romance. While The Broposal gets a little
mare sultry Lhan the lemes Reyes is known
for, it maintains much of what readers love
about their writing.

“[The Broposal] is still pretty true to my
voice as an author,” thev told the S GV,

Tronically, iU’y inspired by ane of the
most feonic heferoeerps! 1ON-COMS ever,
“T love romance,” Reves said, “and so
sornetimes Twalch a. .. cull elassic like Thae
Propesel... [ thought], *Oh, what about
me? Like, what if it was Mexican, and what
il was Gay?™

Much like the 2009 film, Reyes® latest
novel follows the chaos of faking a green-
card marriage but from 2 new perspactive,
“Ihe green-card romances that are popu-
Tar, they're all while people. and thal®s not
the case for most lmmigrants who would
have that struggle,” they pointed out, "1 felt
Tike Tshould add one to the pot and make it
something that people Tknow aind [1] eould
relate to more.”

Whal cements The Rraposal as o clas-
sic rom-com is Reyes’ commitment to the
genre's classic clueless characters. “The
characters are stupid, but in the most relat-
able way,” they said.

The Broporal’s leads, Kenny and Ilan,
are flawed but relatable and charming.

‘Iheir cluelessness about love, lack of com-
munication skills, and ahility Lo Tall Tor
manipnlation only raise the stakes in the
story. Despite their flaws, they remain the
hearl and soul of the novel withoul disap-
pointing readers.

“With Fhe Broposai, both of the main
characlers... have 1o grapple wilh their
sexuality in different wavs,” they reflected.
“Kenny... knows he's Bi, but ha's only ever
been with one girl. When they break up,
he’s confronted with this part of himself
that he niever really Lalked ahonl hefore as
much.”

“T jusr felt like it made a lot of sense
lo dive inla Lhal, especially Tor Kenny,
because [ think it’s something so real for
a lot of Queer people, especially people
who've eilher enly heen with ane person
before or... mostly... with one gender,”
Reyes added. “There’s this feeling of being
nuable to prove it, [ wanted to explore how
it’s a real experience. He's just as Bisexual
a8 Lhe niexd person.

“Then there’s Han, who... did not even
consider the fact that he was Gay until it hit
himin the face.”

The Brogesel combines elements of
humor and Queer joy with some much
darker realitics. For Han, i's the [ear of
deportation as an undocumented immi-
grant. But Reyes’ writing is “supposed ro
be for the people who get it and understand
what it’s like, so they con feel catharsis in
the happy ending,” they said.
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February 20 - 23, 2025

Lumen Field Event Center
Sponsored By:

% prpm MASTER BUILDERS
ASSOCIARTION
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e 100's of Home & Garden Exhibits. b
¢ Shop & Adopt Dog Corral.

¢ 3 Fully furnished and landscaped [
manufactured home displays. :

* Biggerand better Yard to Table,
* "Meet the Experts” Seminars.
* LANFest PC Gaming Area.

* Show Exclusive Savings
and Deals.
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'] SEATTLE wesceose SHOW HOURS & INFO:
- |

HOME & GARDEN i -
SHOW® i skyorou  SesrleHomeShow.com

$5 DISCOUNT COUPON

ON PURCHRSE OF @ ON PURCHASE OF

| ONEADULT ADMISSION TWO ADULT ADMISSIONS
' {COUPDN + 510} (COUPON + 520}

February 20 - 23, 2025

Lumen Field Event Center

FINALLY, A COMMUNITY
FOR THOSE WHO ARE
DOWN TO EARTH AND
WANT A PRICE TO MATCH

At Truewood by Merrill, First Hill you'll
find a senior lifestyle that is real and pricing
that is honest. And, of course, vice versa.

TRUEWOOD
BY MERRILL

206.452,5305 ¢ truewoodfirsthill.com
1421 Minor Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101
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Independent Living » Assisted Living « Memory Care

—RENTON_—

CIVIC THEATRE

TICKETS AT
RENTONCIVICTHEATRE.ORG

Book & Lyrics by
Joe DiPietro

Music by
Jimmy Roberts

Orchestrations by
Doug Katsaros
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Bellingham

WHATCOM COUNTY

bellingham.org

NORTHWEST

FLOWER@
GARDEN

FESTIVAL®

% FEB 19-23

SEATTLE CONVENTION
CENTER

MUTUAL
MATERIALE"

ILASER

charli xcx
brat

Saturdays, 10:30 p.m.

Light it up at pacsci.org/laserdome

SEBDOM PAC

STUNNING GARDEN DISPLAY
AND SHOPPING

Get ideas and inspiration by seeing
beautifully curated garden displays and
shop the Marketplace for one-of-a-kind
gift items, must-have plants, the hottest
new garden accessories, hand-crafted art,
vintage garden wares, books and more!

CONTAINER SHOWDOWN

[
et
PRESENTED BY (—» & A o

WATER ALLEAHCE

Get a first-hand look at dueling gardening ‘
experts creating beautiful and practical
containers, suitable for any level of
gardener. The action will be emceed by
syndicated gardening columnist and
television hast Marianne Binetti, plus don’t
miss fabulous audience giveaways!

FIRST
EDITIQNS
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IMPERIAL SOVEREIGN COURT OF SEATTLE AND THE OLymPic & RAINIER EMPIRE INVITES YOU TO

CORONATION 53
THE DK VI1]I. WEARS THE

DOOR 4 LAMPSHADE SHOW 5

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 15*"

I'c The Board of Directors, and The Collage of Monarchs of The lmperial Sovereign
Court of Seattle, The Olympic and Rainier Brapire, T thank you for youy tine.

Llcttfrey Gollier am before you teday to make known my intentien of becoming a candi-
date for the position of Rainier 50, Cmperer of The Imperial Sovereign Court of Seattle.
The Olympic and Rainier Empire for reign 53. Relow is bath my history with the court,
and my life cxperience that I feel make me a viable candidate for this position.

1 was born and raised right here in the Seattle area, living here all mv life and was first
introduced to the conrt system abour 15 years ago and have been an active member for
over 10 years. I have been a member of the Board of Direcrors for a wotal of 4 years and
have supported every reign thru helping behind the seences, work parlies, and exlensive
travel helping to raise funds to better not only our Washington State communiry, also the
cifies we visit across hoth the United States and Canada.

I have over 30 yeuars” experience inretail munagement, Fine Jewelry siores (o be exact.
1 also owned and operated a small business for 7 years. Currently I am blessed to be free
to dedicate all v energy to the growth and success of The Court of Seattle. These past
few reign: have brought new life to the conrt. O title holders have incredikle talent, bur
more so is thelr desite to better thelr community, to help those that strnggle. We have also
had a very productive year on the board, updaring the by-laws, launching a wotally revised
website, imperialcourtofseattle.org, It is now easy to find out whe we are and what it is that
we o

The Court of Sealtle hay o Jong history [undraising, volunleering, and worlding for equal
rights for all pcople. We have onc of the oldest gay organizations scholarship programs in
the narion, awarding rhonsands of dollars each year to Washington Srate residenrs for col-
lage or trade school. We ralse money a dellar at a time for other organizations that serve
the gay community. All on a volunteer bagis, someihing we should be very proud ol

My goals willinclude the following,

Increase awareness within the community of The Court of Seattle and what we de.

Seek out events produced by other gay organizations to work with and support within
the realm.

Create fundraizers that involve and benefit the community we serve with either a service
orfood, as well as apart viewing fiundraisers.

Seek ont more volunteering opportunities for the conrt to be a part of.

Work loward sceunng sustamed corporale suppert, allowing our tle holders 1o give
more to their charity.

The International Conrt Systen Is the oldest gay charity in the world, and
Seatile 1 one of the oldesl courts, being founded in B
1971, We have donc a lor of good over the
years and [ see a bright future for the court,
with grear people doing great work. Now
mote than ever we need to come together
and to support one anothetr. My bipeest
reward is o witness the growth and success
of others I work with, Te play a small role in
developmg our future leadership would be
my honor. | humbly ask for your support.

In Service,
Thru The Court, From The Heart, For The
Community.

Jeffrev Gollict
Aka Jellrey Devareaux St Laurent

Hilton

CONFERENCE CENTER
EMERALD BALLROOM 17620 INTERNATIONAL BLVD, SEATTLE, WA 98188
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Dear Seattle, Central [*'uget Sound and Peninsular Communities,

My nane 1s Merry Lubcalol Pelers and T am running [or the posibon of Olym-
pia 533 with the Imperiul Sovereign Courl of Seullle, THe Olympic and Rumier
Timpive, ot in the words of Harvey Milk, “T'm here ro recrir you!”

Thave been involved in communiry service for the past 14 years in the Seattle
community, whether with the Sisters of erpetual Indulgence,Seattle Men in
Learther, or the Courr of Scattle, Community service runs in my blood and | am
exeitied (o have the chanee Lo show you what I can do this coming yuar.

You miay say “T think they were an Olymnpia before?” und you ure righl. Iserved
our community as Olympia 46 and am ready fo rake om the challenge again. This
year is a little different. We as & community are coming inte a trving time where
someone is leading our country that has different ideas, values and democracy
that i3 not the american drcam we all have been siriving for. | pledge to stand
up with you and fight for our rights, show the community thar we are stronger
together and will win lhe ballle und lets be honesl, we will look [ubulous domg 1!

Tplan to focus this year for viaibility of the LGBTQTA Communiry, fight for eur
rights and fundraise for some amazing organizations that support Trans rights,
the elderly and youth. 1 also plan a focus on that it does not take aleohol and
drugs to have fun, but we ean cnjoy our communiry sober.

Please come out February Sth in Tacoma at PSP and 1n Kitsap at Sirens, and
Sunday February 9th ul Raygun Lounge. Bolh days voling is from 11 wm 0 5 pm.

Thope ta see you on the campaign trail and rhar your will enfrist me with this
leadership role again.

In closing, remember what Jose
Sierra, founder of the Inrerna-
tional Courl sad, “Uniled we
stand, divided they getus one by

In Service to the Communiry

Meorry Lubealot Peters
Candidate for Olympia 53



