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Many of us have spent our lives pursuing
our American dream. For me, this meant
getting a caollege education, building a
career, and starting a family.

But for many LGBT(Q+ people, achieving
this dreamn remains out of reach. Across the
conntry, LGBTQ+ people like me still face
the harsh reality of being at higher risk of
discrimination and bias, including at work,

Tknow this [rsthand.

I was living my dream, successful at my
job, and making a name for myself in the
real estate and mortgage industries, My
wife and T bought our first home and wel-
comed our daughter.

Then, one day at work, everything
changed when colleagues began focusing
only on my personal [dentity instead of my
work performance. They asked me (fTwas
a woman, an identity T had shed long ago.
That moment — being outed as a Trans-
gender man in my workplace, on somebody
else’s terins, and agalnst my will — com-
pletely changed nry life. T had intentionally
decided not to come oot at work, partly
because it had no impact on my job func-
tion and partly becanse of the fear it would
turn into a nightmare. These fears became
my reality.

In the following months, I experfenced
discrimination from colleagues, managers,
and Human Resources. People whispered
about whether I was Gay or had “the sur-
geries,” because I “looked so real.” Others
simply walked the other way when they
54 NS COming.

Then, sitply for being who I was, T was
fired.

TI'm not alone. Concerningly, 50% of
LGBTQ+ Americans have also been
harassed, fired, or denied a promotion at
work because of who they are. This dis-
crimination can manifest in a multitude
of ways: being rejected as a job applicant,
denied & promotion, or fired, or experisnc-

m OP

&

READER'S CHOICE AWARDS

!

y ,'

T

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
COMMUNITY CALENDAR

OP-ED

SEATTLE NEWS
REGIONAL NEWS
NATIONAL NEWS

HEALTH & WELLNESS

o o LW

14
17
22
26
27
30

FILM
BOOKS

Ouridentity s

houldn’t

prevent us from living our
American dream

BY CARTER BROWN

ing verbal, physical, or sexual harassment.

It’s no wonder that only half of LGBTQ+
employees are open about their identity
with thefr supervisors. When we'rte forced
to hide who we are, we're not able to bring
ourselves to work, which impacts not only
our well-being but also the overall success
of our team.

What's more, the effects of workplace
diseriminalion renl conlined Lo the ofce.
In fact, LGBTQ+ adults are twice as likely
to experience homelessness as corpared to
the general population, and since more than
half of Americans get their health ingur-
ance through their emplover, being fired
— or not hired in the first place — affects
one’s access to health care.

Simply put, workplace discrimination
can have a profound impact on a person’s
life. But it doesn’t have to be this way,

Coworkers can educate themselves on
LGBTQ+ experiences and the various
manifsstations of bias and discrimination.
& wealth of literatnre on the subject exists,
incloding online resources like the Love
Has No Labels website, Knowledge ben-

efits us all and can help correct misconcep-
tions and ensure that your LGBTQ+ col-
leagues feel supported.

Ermployers can start with explicit antidis-
crimination policies that cover gender and
sexual identity, and back thern with con-
crete actions, like using gender-neutral lan-
goage and offering inclusive benefite such
as parental leave and spousal insurance for
all.

Beyond policies, education is key. Regu-
lar training on LGBTQ+ issues, uncon-
scious biag, and allyship helps build under-
standing,

We all have out own Ametican dreams,
but our collective strength lies in every-
one having the opportunity to live theirs.
Together, by fostering understanding and
opposing discrimination, we can create a
future where everyone, no matter their iden-
tity, can thrive and contribute their best.

Carter Brown bs the cofounder and erec-
utive director of the National Black Trans
Advocacy Coalition, This piece originally
ran inthe SonthFlorida Sun Sentinel.
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National politics reach
Seattle Public Schools and
LGBTQ+ youth

BY HANNAH SAUNDERS
SGNEDITOR

After Election Day, the Trewnr Proj-
ect saw 1ts nghest crims service volume
ance providing around-the-clock ssrvices
in 219, spatlighting the growing fear
LGETOH students across the nation have
abaut the upe orming Trump term

The nonprofit swicide prevention orga-
rization analyzsd all postelsction con-
versations across ite classic orisis services
— Lifeline, chat, and text — and saw how
thaze that included slaction-related content
increased by nearly 5,200% whencompared
Lo averages keadingup to ElectionDay,

In a statement provided to the SGH,
Sehiot WP of Crisis Intervention Beeca
Mardesn said the mersase indicates how
Trurnp'swan 15 taking a tremendous toll on
the mental health of LGETO students,

“A 0% increase [in calls, texts and
chats c ompared 1o prior weeks] across our
classic crisis services is staggering, and
yet our crigis counsslors reman steady
and umrwavering in their commilment to
be thers for every young person wha nesds
an ear to listen,” MNordesn said. “Tt’s clear
that thiziz achallenging moment for many
LGET O joung people. But, we want o
remmind everyone thal no matter what they
ate feeling right now, we can — and we
will — get through thistogether”

It's egtimated that 30% of peopls who
reached out to The Trevor Project affer
Elsction Tray idertify as BIPDC LOETO+
youth, and that over 40% ate Transgender
ot Maonbinary south, Additional reseatch
from the organization highlights how $0%
of LGBTOH youth reparted how recent
palitics has negatively impactsd their well-
being Suicids allemplz in the past year
arnong Transsetder and Monbinatry youth
have increased by aboul 72%.

“We owill continue to fight for every
LGETO+ young person 1o have access 10
safe, affirming space — especially dur-
ing challenginge times"” CEC Jayimes
Black said in a previoudy rel=assd state-
ment. “LEBTOH young people: your hife
mattars, and you wers born to live it The
Trevor Propect will always be hers to sup-
port you, to listen, ard to offer you the care
youdseseryes

A Trevor Propet representative told the
A3 Mihat welume remaing higher than ner-
rnal, bt that the orgarnization will contine
to support the commumty as state and
natignal palicies shift,

Seattle Public Schook

Seattle Public Schools (SPS) has also
seen an increase in concerns from fami-
lies ag it relates to legidlation and policy

changes

“Armongthe concerns raised, select farni-
lies have expregssd faar reparding potential
requests for docwrnett abion, such as birth
certific ates, immigration status, or gen-
der asapned at birth,* 2 representative of
the SPS told the SGV. “A small mumber. ..
have voiced coresrns about their childran
being in classrooms with LEET adent: -
fied teachers or staff, and there have baen
heightened concerns abodt the identifica-
tion and participation of LGETO students
in clubs and groups.”*

While the concerns aren't necessarily
tizd to specific data trends before and affer
elections, the SPF said the uptick shows an
increase in fear and anxiely among soms
¢ amnnity members,

The SPS saidit’s addressinge all concerns

by wotking clossly with school leaders,
staff, farnilies, and shudsnts to ensurs that
all understand theit rights and currert. pol-
icy language.

“We also continus to offsr resources,
including classroorm-based curniculum
matsrials that support inclusivity, and
referrals to comrmiraty-based organiza-
t1ons, including mental health services. Chrr
focus ramains on fostering an s rozraent
whers every student feels regpectad, sup-
ported, and empowered 1o succeed,” the
repraseutative said

Every other year, the school district
administers the national CTHC Youth Risk
EBehaviar Survey alongsids the Washingion
State Healthy Vouth Survey. Both will be
given to studerts inOctober 2025,

Fears of the more conservative
city council ripple through
Seattle’s LGBTQ+ Commission

BY HANNAH SAUNDERS
SGNEDITOR

Seattle’s LGBTO+ Commussion held a
meeting on Decemnber 19 1o discuss its work:
plan for the new year, which includes socio-
ECONOIIG SMpPOsertnent, COmmisson sius-
tainability, and health squity, Ancther prass-
ingismsthat arose was the maore conserva-
tve city council — mere specifically, the
behavior that led to Councilmernber Tamoy
Ioraless resignation, and the lack of col-
laberation from other councilmermbers.

The comrmissions waek 15 to advize the
mayor, council, and city departments on
izzues brought forth by the LERTO+ com-
oty At the meeting, the goup tried to
figurs out haw, if at all, they can work with
the city couneil, and noted specific 1ssuss
with Councilrneraber Cathy Moaors

“Wie hawe no relationship wath Counel-
mienber Moors, We've trisd. . 10 engages,
but we do not have that relationship,” one
comrmsaonsr sad, notng that anee tak-
ing office this year, Moore never attendsd
an LGBETOM Corrrrussion mesting but has
sent her chiefof staffto one

The group belisves that Councilmember
Muoore 15 attemnpting to alence LGETOH
community input as it relates to the new
SOAF (Btay Out of Area Prostitution) and
S0ODA (Stay Cut of Drug Areas) zones,
which the courcil approved satlier this fall
by a vate of 8-1 This relatively new law
pives Judees the power ta prevent people
accused of prostitution and drug-related
affenses fhom cartain areas ofthe ity The
cornrnission does not support the council’s
decision toitrpletnent the s2 zones,

Uncertainty

Inzcussan at the meeting ghlightad
how Maoore's office encouraged them to
lnok more toward the future rather than
back at previous laws and policies,

“Comncilmember Moore ssams to lake
things personally, even when they are not
intended that way. It happens [to be] that we
ate opposed to hier legd dlation, Askingeusto
be mors forward thinking iz a cover, This
s al incremental action to slencs public
input,” sccording tothe commissien’s min-
utegdisplayed duringthe mesting

The comrrssion has prepared a Powe-
paint presertation about the Quesr ¢oromu-
mty’s mput an SOAP and SCTA, but rmerm-
bt s were ¢ ancstned about &ven bringingit
to the counel. They pondered whether to
modify it 1o find mmore comnon gound, o
if that decision would be sacrificing some
ofthe comrrinty’s woice

One attendes, narmed Red, said that they
had reached a forkin the road and wall hawe
to make a decision shortly

“Tt*s root s pawet finl forus — we'wes spant
a lot of ime on this workplan to make 1t
very specific to what our communmty nesds.
“We can publish ow workplan outsids of
City Hall and say 1t was not accepled,” Red
said, adding they cowld broadeast a deci-
sionto nolonzet work withthe city caueil,
ar Lo meet in the middls for cooperation.

Commisdonsr Steven Pray said the
Powerpoint is benign, and if slected offi-
cials taks issue withit, then he's concernad
ahout otherissuss

“T der’t think Coumeilmernber Moore
i5losing slesp over this, or thinking about
this for mors than a few pasang s=c onds,”
Pray saud

The corarnission will focus on relation-
ship-building with other councilmembers,
like the newly elecied Alexns Mercedes-
Rinck. It will meset again in February of the
new year

YWorkplan goals

According to the workplan Powerpoint
presentation, under the sociosc gnomic
smpowarent portion, the cononission
zesks to support Quesr caresr development
and job creation, and increass funding to

MEMBER

LEBETOH peopls, busnsssss, and organ-
zations by partnering with the GEBA and
potentially creating a small business adw-
sory comrmttes

“Corprmission sustainability” includes
diversifitng and rstaining membership
through growing 2 zoctal medha follewing,

The health equity aspect includes
increasing the wisibilily of Chieer-specific
health and wellness nesds that inter-
sect with povetty and hornelessess, and
launching a commumity-health advisery
comrmittes to generate a list of LGETO
mental health providars,
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In 2024, the 5GM celebrated five decades
of btinging local LEETOH news to the
cornrnunity here in Washingston Stats, As
we prepate to head further into 2025, writ-
ers at the SGN—ithe third oldest LGETOH
newspapet inthe U5 — revisitad archives
to zee how the paper advocated for ewr
cormrnunity, brought us togsther, and cre-
ated positive change for us al.
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In 1974, the Seattle Gay Mews (formstly a
project afthe Seattle Gay Cormrmunty Cen-
terhwas launched Creer the years, whenthe
ATDS epidemic was ravaging Qussr com-
ronitie s natiormwades, phiysical violancs and
hate speech was the norm, and DGETO+
peaple did not have protections wndsr the
law, the SV worked tirelessly to educate
the public, whether ab ot legi dation, imtia-
tives, support groups, or events.

On July 1, 1%, the paper reported on
the Seattle Counseling Ssrvics for Sexual
Minarities and the Gay Compmrity Cen-
ter starting a joint effort to collabeorate with
Gay peaple wha were incarcerated at the
Ionroe State Reformatory “Other than
zome religious groups, thers iz practically
no ane willing to work with Gay prisoners,
Thus, many whe could have been long ago
trelaassd are atill behind barz becauss ofthe
lack of prisonets,” the article stated,

“While prison is isalating in penetal, the
SON lnghliphted how Gay prisoners expe-
rience the worst of it many inmates at
Monros who were sexually assaulied were
transferred to maxinmm security cells for
their pratection. “This in effect means that
they are bang penalizsd for the crimes of
their assalants who remain fres to roam
the prison,” the SGMW wrote, prowding con-
tact information for thoss wishing to sup-
port incarcerated Gay people.

Truring: Pride Month 1976, Trawid C
MNeth, the director of the Gay Community
Centar, wrote an openletier to Mayor Wes
Uhlman asking him to is5ue a proclama-
tion to recoghize hme 21-27 as “Cay
Pride Wesk” and cited how the 1999 NYC
Stonewall Riote were a catalyst for changs
regarding LGB TOH- nman rights.

“It was the nseded inspiration to congeal
the emerging Gay conscicusness of the tirme
itho an outspokan, upfront, nationsids mosve-
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[looks back on 50 years
of local LGBTQ+ coverage

BY ARUL GHARASIVAM, AUDREY OSCARSON AND HANHAH SAUNDERS

ment,” he wrate “our refusal toissue such a
proclarnation last year was discencerting In
a front-pags articls in the Pogt-Intellizencer
lagt year, colummist Rick Anderson reported
that you have issued proclarmations far such
things as ‘Liver Week,! “Salad Week," and
‘Germman Shepherd Weekend® Tour staff
mernbat told bivn that "Gay Prids Week” was
the only raquest he could sver reamsmber
being: tirned downl™

Om MNow 10, 1978, the SGNM front page
celebrated the dafeat of Tatiative 13, which
would have repealed city ordinances on
houwsing and employment rights on the
basis of sexual orientation. “WE WOMNI*
crowed the headline. “The results of the
election battle againgt Initiative 13 were a
staggering victory for Seattle’s gay com-
ity — a victory way beyond all predic-
tions af mccess. . 1 9 percett against the
initiative and 371 percant in favor” This
was a hurning paint aftar a sring of defeats
in 1977 and 1978 aroundthe country

In 1978, the SGM cosered palice harass-
ment of Gays in Washitgion state, The
topic, slemming from a string of azzaults
apainst Leshians in Washington, THC, was
discussed ab the Washinglon Adwisory
Cormittee indowmtown Seattle.

Later that vear, a letter addressed to the
papsr cornrentsd on the foons on “disco
and theater,” rather than the mistreatment of
Gay men It cams was from an inmats of the
Washington Stabs Papitenti ary, who strnggled
with bow Gay men wers treated thers, moting
that young prisans: swere “hought and sold™

‘B

1980 brought the second annual Gay fie-
tionc antest, held by the 5GN. The entrance
fee was §1, and the first-place prize was
350 fequivalent to 3191 today). The paper
also reported on the opening of Seattle’s
fitst clinic for wenepeal health, which
provided 5T and STI* checkups free of
charge, and care and services specifically
tailorsd to the Gayc omrnunity,

The SGN mads itz big movs to Capitel
Hillin T of 1981, migrating from the old

Eastlake location to Bast Pike Street. By
this point, circulation had hit 14,00, up
frorn LMK} five years carlier,

In 1382, the five women started the Tes-
bian Hetitage Group, 2 collective aimed
atcorrecting the digtorted and suppressed
history of the Leashian commumty Thes
apoup collected all and any decurnents that
dealt with the lives of Lesbians, whom they
described as “strong women, women lov-
ing Wornen, gay worner, atazons, dykes,
irmeerts " The SGN published some of the
preces callected in the Ocwoberissus.

In 1985 arsader of the SGN brought up
the topic of taxation without representa-
tion, staling that she “opposes ... tax del-
lars gning-towands heterosexuals,” explain-
ing that if instibations are displaying
homophaobic behaviar, then they showd not
receive her tax dollass,

The Seatlle City Council attemnpted to
impletnent a curfew for those under the
age of 161n 1886, prompting a letier 1o the
mayet that was published by the 5GW The
proposal amed to reduce drug and sex-
related crime ameng miners but was ruled
unconstitutional by the state Suprems
Court.

On Christrnas Dray in 1987, the Meorth-
wast AIDE Foundation ran a promotion to
provide sex education at parties. The SGIV
reported that locals could imate MWAF to
a party they were throwing and the foun-
dationn would bring a variety of toys to
promeate safs sex. The “stocking stuffers™
included ¢ andorns, feathers, fur gloves, tit
clarmps, and lubricants

1988 marked a Inge political milestons,
as the SV reported that Leshian activist
Tean OPLeary was appointed as an at-large
roetnber of the Democr atic Mational Cam-
mittse. CFLeaty was the first out Lasbian
to be named to the goverming body ofthe
national party

In Ry of 1989, the SGN ran a full page
adto promete a community mesting ahead
of the 1990 legisdative session, hasted i
the Off Ramp Cafe — which iz where a
zmall band would maks their debut before
20ing on to worldwids fames: Pearl Fam,

Uiz

Sometimes dubbad “the Gay *Hs* the
decade was a monurmental ara for progress,
full of protests and legislative victories and
sethacks. Hate crimies wers frequent, and
often Chuesr people and establishments
wers targeted, incduding bowh threats

“Bven 1n Seattls, where we pride ow-
selves on our diveraty and our comrmt-
roent to lnan rights, we ars not i
to senseless acts of bigotry,” said Mayor
MormFice inthe May 18, 198, izmue of the
20, In 1991, the Seattle Police Depart-
ment appointed a new hate crime coorch-
nato: to reduce the monber of attacks and
provide better tesoutces to the victims
A police riotin 19%2 during an anti-MNazi
march brought into question the issue of
excesdve force and whirthe protestors wers
attacking a Chay bat.

The effects of the AIDS epidemic was

st o 1§ Jh-ni Fila
Fabuonser Py
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still being Bt duringthe "9s, azlegidlators
and others wrestled with how to reduce 1ts
transrmission. Almost every week, the SO
printed almost a full page of obituarizs of
those wholost their livez to ATDS

The Thuveraty of Washnzton adopted
a policy in 1991 to prevert doctors and
dentigts who had tested positive for IV
framn petforming “imrasive” operations,
which slicited much pushback. In 1983,
the Supreme Court deermed that peopls
with ATDS wers coversd under the Armneri-
cans with Disabilities Act, secwring rights
for those facing dhserimination because of
their status,

The Clocken Soup Bripade, an orgarmza-
t1on supporting those with ATDS, opened
a new location in 1942, with ¢ oonmunity
meshing rooms and a food bank “We've
hesn teady to explods [in owr old space]
lik=a tick on a dog™ said Carol Stetlingin
the May 15, 1392, issue, “People are just
packadinthers.”

Effactive treatment for HIV began to
be administersd in the mid- to late 19%Hs,
which saved many lives and turned the
viruz inte a chronic, manageable condi-
tion Adwverts in the SO at thetitnes urped
people b get tested, recsive medic al carsif
necessary, and practics safe sex

Sherry Harrig, sworninin 1992, became
the first openly Lesbian wornan of colot to
hold electad office 1n Seattle, havng won
a city council position. “The city ¢ quncil
now has a fernales mapority, and many nsw
metnbers who certanly bring mnovations
and creativity to the challenges facing the
city,” as sad in the January 10, 1982, 12508

{user people were being discharged
from the military because of their hormo-
sepualily, butmany of them fought the laws
that kept them fram serving their country.
Pracident Clinton, who wonthe 1992 slec-
11011, had prorised to immecdhately liff the
ban onLeshian and Gay pople in the mili-
tary. Bt facing a backlash, the “Thom't Ak,
Dram’t Tell ™ (TRATYT) policy waz introduced
months later, which allowsd Quesr peaple
10 serve — as long as they wer=nt wcal
abowt theit iderdity.

I 1984, Col, Margatethe Catnrmerrnsyer,
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who had served inthe Washingion Mational
Chuard, won her court case to be reinstated
after having bean discharged for being a
Leshian the mdge deemed the ban uncon-
stitutional. (DADT was finally repealedin
20110 *1 feel 2 little like 2 general who has
just won a war,” Cammermeyer sakd in the
e 3, 1994, issue,

In 1993, the March on Washington was
held to supp ort the lifting of the military
ban andthe passage ofa Leshian/Gay righis
bill. About a million supperters showed up
for the Cueer cornrmurmty’s bigpesst dem-
onstration. Alendess called out President
Clinton on his proross to 1ift the military
ban and for khis inaction on the AIDS pi-
dernic, which was still killingpeopledaily.

Hands Off Washington (HOW) was
laumchsd inn 1995 to stop anti-Gay initia-
tives from making the 1996 ballaot, foll ow-
ing the establishmernt of Bigot Buslers (a
spinoff of (ruser Nation) the vear befors
Baoth groups wers miccsssful, as nons of
the anti-Cay imtiatives made itto the ballat
either year.

HOW continued its work in the coming
vears to inbrodue e legislation bo protect the
rights of Queers, including combating leg-
iglation that would have required a record
of people wha had tested positive for HIV
(Howevet, its pro-LOBT rights imtiatives,
I-a77, logt atthe ballat bax in 1998

Bern. Cal Anderson, Washington's first
openly Gay elected official, passed away
in 1985 dus to complic ations from AT,
Anderson’s funeral was altended by a wade
range= of people fom all walks of

life, and he was psmermnbered for his activ-
izm on behalf of the commumty. T wish I
had the linguistic capability to describe the
contribution that Cal made,” Gov. Mike
Lowry sad 1n the August 11 issue “Cal
stood for opanness and fairme ss, He persan-
ified political and personal integrty *

“While marriage equality waz nol et
legal, domestic partnership laws wers in
place to grve more rights to Leshian and
CGay couples regarding sick leave. Pred-
dert Clinton sighed the Drefense of ha:-
riagge Act inbe law in 1996, which banmed
same-seX martiage and defined mattiage
as hetwesn a man and a wornan for federal
purposes. The sarms year, in contrast, the
Suptetne Court riled that a discriminatory
constitutional amendment in Colorado,
passsd in 1992, ol ated the Constitution

A vulture war™ was sproulingup actoss
the country, and relipious fimdarnental-
ists protested the growing recogrition of
Lesbian and Gay people, leading to vio-
lence and hate crirnes. A bill sirmilar to the
Defense of Marriags Act went into effect in
Washingtonin 1998, eventhough same-sex
marriage was not legal *The new law iz
roore insult than actual injuey to the Gay/
Leshian comrmurnty, becauss the statug of
Fame- 32X Mmarriage in Washington stats i1z
the same as it was before this new law was
passad: Tiwas then and 1s now illegal ™ sa1d
the February 13 edition of SGM.

Early 21

Although peopls feared that V2K might
bring the erd of the waoild, the tun ofthe
rmillennium happened without a hiteh, and
Queer people in Seattle looked forward to
the decade with hope.

A prowing nurnber of laws banning dis-
crimination on the basis of sexual identity
protected over 60 million LGET people. In
2002 the Supreme Court struck down sod-
oy laws in the Lawrenes v Texas case and
ensured a ripht to privacy for Glay and Les-
bian couples acass the country, ““We share
thizvictory with Gay peoplein all 50 states
who are better off today than they were
yesterday thanks to this rling,” said Fohn
Lawrence inths June 27 1ssue

Schaodls begin to make progress in baing
more inclusive, with mote young peopls
eetting invelved and starting G ay-Straight
Alliances at their schools, People began
talking about the harasament and bullying
they experienced at school because of therr
sexual orisntation, and in 2001 the Safe
Schaools bill was passed in Washinston,
requiring stronger policies against bullying
in schoals,

Daormestic partnar benefits wereexpandad
in Washington, with the introduction of
benefits for Gay state etrployees in 2004,
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The following sear, the state Supreme
Court ruled that same- s=x unmarried part-
ners would be considared couples under a
law that had protected heterasexual couples
for decades

The first Gay couple was matried in
200 in San Francisco, marking a histaric
achievernent for Cueer paopls all over the
country and setting off 4 series of law-
suits — both by couples that alse wanted
to be married and by anbi-Gay activists
who wanted to ensure that martiage was
only batween 2 man and 2 woman A few
months later, Massachusstts becames the
first state to officially allow sarne-sex cou-
plesto get married

Isques specific to Transgender paopls aso
ganed more viabaliy and entered mote con-
versatons Discusacns of gender became
rces norrnalized, with help from activists
like Asden Kew, and events such as the first
official Transgender Day of Bemembrance,
which was held in Seattls in 2001 “We will
not be eraszed, mr will we be slenced.” said
Dr. Anne Lawrence at the event, coversdin
the Decernbet 7issue, “We have always baen
here and will always behere”

Religious fundament ali s grew increas-
ingly outspoken in their attacks against
Cueer people, with Pred Thelps hosting a
detnonstration at Ferndale High Schools
graduation. A study released in 204
clamed Gay peopls could beoarme straight
if they trisd hard enough, thoush it was
quickly denounced by the American Pay-
chiatric Aszzociation

In 2001, a federal court rulad that doetors
could not wathhold trsatment bassd on per-
sonal religious beliefs, which was a “total
victory® for the LOBTO+ comrmnity
“Today's decizon says that everyone has to
obey civil rights laws,” said Ledie Coopet
in the March 23 1ssue

Washington State passed legislation in
234+ that prohibited discrimination bassed
on sexual orientalion 1n employment and
housing, among other things. ATIW was
still prevalent in the Queet commminity,
and an qutbreak of syphnliz and other STTr
occurred in 202 Activists contimed to
fight fir safe-sex education and fmding
fior HIVEATIS research to help reducs the
mamnbat of infections. A new HIV vaccine
was trialed in Seattle in 2003,

Micah Painter was attacked duting
the summer of 2HM becauss he was Gay
by three men with a broken bottle, which
resultsd 1 a lomg, contentious trial A
year later, his attackers wers all found
gwlty, though not of the more extreme
charzes mary were hoping for. The attack-
ers recaived varying ssntences, from mins
rnonths tothres wears.

In hame 2005, the annmal Prids parads
attracted ower 100004 attendess In the
SGN, Marketine Director Diale Kirshner of
the SeattlePrids Comroottes recalled baoths
selling, out faster than ever before. Given the
momentum, the cammithes armounced the
decision to mawe the march to Seatils Cen-
terthe following year, marking amoment of
increasingpublicity and impact.

In 20406, Seattle Pride added a new event
in canjunction with Three Drallar Bill Cin-
ema: the Quesrstock Fagtival, a showease
of rousic, postry, and more, ¢ anbining att
and accessibility. The ATDS epidemic con-
tinued tn expand in King County in 20437,

An estimated 8,188 resdents were iving
with HI'V al the irne, wath that count nang
by 330 each year.

Still, the community’s support never
wavetsd: over 3,70H people participated in
the anmial S=attle A DS Walk, Atthe same
time, the King County Eoard of Health
introduced a plan to teduce HIV cases by
25% by 2015,

Speatheaded by Queer councilmermbers,

dalsthatended withhis resigmationin 2017
The langowerdue recogtion of same-sex
marriage secured a victory for Foe Krum-
bach, who fought for years to recogmze
his wuon with Ferry Hatcher, a veteran
who passed away in M8, Since marriags
wasm'hlegal al the time of Halcher’s death,
Enunbachcouldn’t claim Veterans Affairs
benefits for & surviving spouse, After wears
of fighting, Frumbach finally won hisben-

the planitcluded such actions as ptomoting
zafe sest and druguss, 2z well asidentifying
currert readents who unknowangdy carned
the wirus,

0% matked a major victory for the
Queet corrounitsy with the passing afthe
Matthew Shepard and Farnes Byrd Jr. Hats
Crirnes Prevention Act. Named after wie-
tirns of grussome biasrelated murdsrs, the
law exparcled the definition of fiaderal hate
crimes to include bias based on a wictim’s
ssxual onentation, gender idemtidy, gen-
der, and disability. It also provided toals
and rezousces for local Lawe enforcement ta
prosscute such crimes. At the ttme, the FEI
foumd one in sixhatecrimes to beralated to
the wictim’s sexual arientation.

Om April 17, 2009, the 13th anrmal Day of
Silsnce protest took place acrass Washing-
ton schocls. Depite advancements in the
tightz of Queer people, bullving remained
prevalent. The introduction of the Gay,
Legbian, and Straight Bducation Metwork,
(GLSEN) benefited students, but for those
at the wrong institution, the conssquences
of & horrophobie culture were deadly. One
mcither eornmettad, afterher 11-vear-old son
corarmitted aucids dus to bullying, “T have
been homeless, but Carl made 1t threugh 1
was a victim of domestic wolanes, and we
mads it through The one thing we couldr't
zetthroueh was public schocl *
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On April 27, 2011, the University of
Washington selacted Michasl Young as its
next preadent. The SGW was it with doz-
ens af calls from faculty and students dus
to Toune's ixprolverne=nt with the Church of
Tegus Christ of Latter-day Saints, a histori-
cally anti-LGBTO organization. Howevet,
a clozer lock inte Young's past showed a
longlepacy ofinclusion.

Despite soms nuxed opinions from stu-
dents, his track record sarnsd him a note
of approval from the SGV, which reparded
hirn as “pretty daran progresawe ™

In 2012, martiage equality finally came
to Washington stats, An enorrmous 24 (MK
postcards were sent to the Senate advocat-
ing for the tall. The final vols was 28-21,
thres more than sxpected, and a hnge vie-
tory. Gov Chrishne Cregmre spned it
into law on February 17, 2012 Opponsnts
roounted a referendin to rapeal it, b that
was defealed by volers in Mosember The
first legal marriages then took place on
Decamber $that year,

Formmer state Sen. Bd Murray was elected
Seattlemayor in 2013, An apenly Gay man,
Flueray boasted alongrecord of activiantor
the Queer cormrmuni ty, especially in the lep
islature. One of Murray’s achievements as
rnayor wagincrsasing the minirmrn wageto
a national high of $15 However, hiz career
was marred by 2 stringof sexual abuss scan-

efits andlegal recognition of his martiage in
2015 His victory set 2 precedant and helped
others clarm what was nghtfull ythers.

I 2005, the SGN reparted onths rilding
that a Denver bakery did not diserirminate
when it tefused o bake anti-Gay cakes for 2
Christian custornsr. The case gained atten-
tior at the tume for it imterpratation of a
business's right to refuse sarvice and what
crossed the line into diszriznination,

Parker Perry 7, a drag gueen, was
attacked outside of a show 1in Olympia in
Septerrher 2016, Drespite syewitnessss,
the police dismmissed the case within days
and didn’t repartit as a hate crime. Tt tock
anuproar from the public to bring the case
back into ligt. Drag Eing Cesar Hart
hosted a fundraizer o help pay for Perry
Z% medical bills, lughlighting not anly the
vinlence that had eccurred but the lack of
affordable healthoare

The SGN's April 14, M7, issuewas filled
with eventz relatad to Dronald Trump's
preddency. The paper covered Trump's
appointroent of an anti-Gay official. An
contributing writer also spoke about how
Trumwp was the r=ason for the fall of public
television. Finally, the SGA ran a two-pags
antifascist ad titled “Tiriwe Dt the Trump!
Pence Regirns!”

In 20818, the Trump adrumistration
refuses to sign a declaration supporting
marriage equality. Inthe local scene, Thies
Trallar Bill Cinema pressnted is first-eser
Trate Might Shorts and Cueer Fasl Flirting,
jugt in time for Valetine’s Day

Reprezsntation in politics took a turn for
the better in 201%, as the 8GN reparted that
mare operly LGETO candidates had been
elected into office than ever before. As of
November 6, 144 out of 382 out LGETQ
candidates had won their races.

In 2021, following the cutbreak of the
pandetnic, the SGH reported on LGBETO
sentiment aboul the vaccine. Around 92%
of the cormmunity had received atleast one
dose afthevaccine, a statigtic that the SN
attributed in part to the devastating effects
of COVID, A report showsd that 21% of the
LGEBTO corrnunity had lost a friend or
farmuly merber to the sarus

On the final days of 2022, the SGN wiots
aprofile of Helena Graer, a Washington resi-
dert who had published a Oueer romance
novel, Despite having not written in 13
years, Grear’s first work was ahil. The paper
algo doveinte s=asenal deprezsion, offering
rasources for Quesr people, induding the
Trans Women of Color 8 chdarity Metwork,
Sormos Seattle, and Lambert Houss,

In 2023, the 50N covered JTason Graber,
1 Spokane pasior who was recorded saping
that parents of Trans kids “need to be con-
victed in trial and ironediat=ly shot in the
back of the head, and thenwe can string themn
up abowe a bridgs so the public can ses the
comsequences of thatkindof wickedness™

Oreanizations around the stats, includ-
ing other religious fsures, condenmed his
words.

Ui a more posative note, Western Wash-
ington University's Plarmed Parenthood
Cleneration Action found an eccentric use
for expired condorns a Fashion show The
avent not only promoted safe sex but alsg
highlighted thecre atraty and confidence of
designers from the schaoal.

In 2024, the SGM reported on key elec-
t1on wins, like Trave UptheGrove break-
ing a gass cailing by baing the first out
LEETOH+ statewide execulive office holder
in state histery. It alse highlichted how
Sen, Famie Pedersen’s slection for the Sen-
ate majority leader posionmads Washing:
tan the first state inthe nation to hawe two
ot LEGTO- legislative leaders servingat
ths zame time, with Sen. Pedersen joining
House Speaket Laurie Hnkins,
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Fear of hats crimes has been on the rise
for people in the LGETO4 commmmity
There iz no true way to know when an inci-
dent will accur, whether that is walking
home latl= at mght from the club, coming
out of the light rail station, or simply going
o the srocery store, When it comes down
to any given morment that could patentially
l2ad 10 a hanmfil awtcomes, one question
does arise: How can a person defend them-
zelves and navigate theit body to respond in
away of protection?

In September 2024, the Human Rights
Campaign (HRC) released information
fromthe FEBI's 20023 [report oncrime inthe
nation]. The datistics revealed [that that
vear] thets were 24100 reported incidents
ofhatecrimes related tothe victing' s ssxual
oristtation. According to the HRC, “1in §
of ary type of hate crime is motivated by
anti-LOBTOH bias™

“hen face-to-face wath fears of being
a target of hate, pople in the cornrurdty
have always supported sach other Seattle
hasarich history of protecting one another.
The common factor of hate and fear
throughout the years has led to the riss of
selfdefanse through the Quesr lans,

A community tar geted

Dring the late 1970s, Capitel Hill
startad to becomes a hub for Seattle’s
LEETO commumnity, with many dubbing
it the city's “savhathood.”

However, vidbility came with its fair
shars of opposition. On May 12, 193, a
trin ofneo-Nazis hadtheir plans uncowersd
by FEI apents. Their tarpet had besan the
Capitel Hill Gay mightelub Maighbours, on
Broadway and East Piks Street. The thres
ren — Robert John Winsl ow, Stephen B
Nelson and Janes P Baksr — wets con-
victed afcanspirinigto bomb the nightelub,

While left physically unharmed, the
Queer cornrumity was shaken by the
planned attack — but readhy to rohize

““fife were all pretly shocked by 11, said
Michasl Ross, a MNeighbours smployes
iterviswed by the Ssatilz Timer al the
tme. “It’'z enough te make me think about
joining the Northwest Coalition Against
Malicious Harazament.”

The coalition was a local effort, a5 stated
o1 the National Archives webste, to “end
harassment and wielencs by stopping ind -
vidual and organized bigotry ... in the
MNorthwest.” The NCAMHE was created
in 1%87 in rezpones to an anmual Aryan
Mation meeting being held in Idahe, The

nonprofit entity had over 204} affiliated pri-
vate and public orgamzations and operated
until 2003

Self-made community defense

In 199, a year afier the plot to bomb
Meighbours, a [subgtowp of Quest Nation
Seattle] — along with some alliss —
formed the safety patral group OJ-Fatrol,
short for “Cheer Patrol” according to
a 1993 study on Gay and Leshian sreet
patrols by KirdinDadze. The formation of
the group came inreaction to the perceived
lack of efforts frorm the city ard speaific ally
the Seattls Police Department (SFD) 1o
keep the ¢ omrmmity safis

-Patrol donnsd bersts sinular to the
Cuardian Angels, a New York City-based
group that influsnesd and even tramed
mermbers of OQ-Patrol. C-Patrol was never
arred, bt members could be seen walk-
ing Capitol Hill six mphts a week, carry-
ingfashlights and radios, fromthe svening
hours to sarly mormings In heu of bang
armed, members were taught zelf-defense
and de-escalation tactics to navigate inci-
denis.

Accordingto Dodge, the group’s “state-
ment of purposs” was similar to that of
other activists around the coumiry. Ttcleardy
stated who the group was and what its
zoals were: “0-FPatral is 2 group dedicat=d
to stopping the wielencs against us, com-
moanly known as Gay-bashing To end the
harassment, threatz and plisical assaults,
we will visibly walk the sirects of Capitol
Hill™ It also specifically [mentionsd] mem-
bers not arming themeelves, but [reminded]
thern to be *prepared to 1mbervene to pre-
vert bashing and malicious harassnent ™

{-Patrol’s staternent ended by calling out
the srstarn ““We canno longsr wait, Whils
the bureancracycollects statistics andtalks
abourt the problerr, 0 -Patrol takes action!®

A conternporansous article by the Sear-
tle Tomes reportad that, by 1995, O -Patrol
had grown to a team of aix full-time and
about 34 part-time volutesrs ¢oring fom
a variety of occupations, including law-
yers, students, a scientist, and a computer
programunesr. Initially, the SPDY doubted
the group, but in 1996, it parily attributed
a reduction of crime in Capitol Hill 1o
3-Patrol's efforts, Betwesn 1993 and 1995,
violenh crime Rll 41%5in Capitel Hill,com-
pared to 34% citywide.

Ty to the group’s effectivaness in crime
prevertion, O-Patrol’s operations sxpanded
into other neighbothaads, including Pio-

nest Square and the Univer sty District,

Eventually the group disbanded in 2005,
accordingto a 2016 post on the group’s offi-
cial Facebook page.

In 2017, an entirely new O -Patral was
begun, with a focus on harm reduction
efforts, a5 2 response to a spike in hate
crimes reported inthe neighborhood. Thiz
itaration was ighited by a tising concern
[over] gentrification and the results of the
2018 presidential election The original
J-Pateol did not have arse ditect link 1o the
new Sroup.

-Patrol waz not the only cornrmumity
safety organization that smet ged in Seatile,
1393 saw the tize of Home Alive, a self-
defense class that promoted the benefils
of people being abls to protect thermsehves

Tt Pagd Fage

Capitol Hill - —

from patential attacks Hans Alive was a
direct reaction 1o the huly 7, 1993, Capitel
Hill-area rape and rurder of Mia Zapata,
lead singer of the popular local punk band
The Cits. Zapata was attacked while walk-
inghome in the 2arly morni ng affer playing
4 shiow at the Comet Tavern, on East Pike
Street and 1th Avenue

Home Alive fillad a2 gap by providing
traiming relevart Lo attacks that oceurrsd
in the city. Tt shut dowm the comrmon mes-
sage from othet clagsss of the tite telling
wommen to dress more ¢ onssrvatively and
never walk alone st rght.

Horme Alive closed dovm it nonprofit
opetatiohsin 2000 duste constant finaneial
ups and davns, but it contiznes to function
on a amaller, voluntssr basis
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The city’s responsc to continued

violence

Tn recent years, the City of Scatlle hay
taken some strides to improve safety for
its Queer community. In 2015, Seattle’s
then-Mavor Ed Murray, who was also the
city’s first openly Gay mayor, put together
4 30-person Lask foree composed of social
workers, community organizers, and
members of the SPLY to address a rise in
“reported bias erimes and verbal allacks
perpetrated agalnst LGBTQ people,”
according to the action plan’s release doen-
ek,

Additional citywide initiatives became
more visible, such as installing rainbow
crosswalks and beginning Safe Place cam-
paigns. As to whether that program has
been effective, folks in the Queer com-
munily have [expressed that] they siill
feel unsafe when engaging with local law
enforcement.

Murray also signed an exceulive order in
2015 that requived citv staff to “be trained
in the rights of Transgender pzople,” as
well as [designating] single-occupant rest-
rooms in citv-operated facilities and pri-
vare places ... “all gender” by March 2016,

Queer self-defense today

Fchees of the past cenlinue Lo pul these
in the LGBTQ+ comnmunity np against
uncertain circumstances. A day after the

V SGN.

2024 presidential election, o Gay man was
assanlted in Capitol IEL by a Trump sup-
porler.

Although the SPD is investigating the
crime for “bias elements,” no matter what
the department determines, Queer pzopls
still sense a threat facing their satety, even
in places ancd neighborhoads that are sup-
posed to feel welcoming,

When it comes to going to local law
enforeement, Queer people have had a long
history of instead protecting one another
from threats. The slogan “We keep each
other salc™ is wsed by many groups, includ-
ing among LGH1T'Q+ tolks, as a reminder
that community members are each others’
best support,

Patterns of mistrust in law enforcement
have shaped major movements in Queer
history, from the Stonewall viols of 1969
to ACT UP demonstrations during the
AIDS epidemic, [among others]. In April,
the ACLIT released stalistics highlighling
the poor relationships between LGBTQ+
people and the police. Among that data, the
ACLU reported that 26.8% of Trans people
“reported experiencing physical force by
police,” while Black Trans paople were the
most likely to experience physical force
from the police compared to LGB1Q+
peaple of olher races.

Additionally, the ACLU found that Trans
and Nonbinary respondents ““were signifi-

cantly more likely than LGBTQ4+ cisgen-
der men to have experienced insulting lan-
guage by the police.”

As the community braces for the incom-
ing second Trump administraticn, which
has built its platforo on attacking the well-
being andrights of Queer people, scme feel
the need 1o he able Lo learn Lo proteet them-
selves from an lncident,

While legacy selt-defense groups like
Q-Patrol and Home Alive are nol currenlly
getive, community members contime to
equip others with resources and knowledge
ahoul difTerent Lypes of sell-defense.

The group Queer ‘lrans Com-
bat Arts Seattle, on Instagram as @
qt.combatarts2o, provides resources [30]
people can locate Queer- and ‘lrans-spe-
cific combat classes. Some of these events
are held al Ballard T Tilsn (BRI,

Gwen Roote, a jiu-jitsn instructor who
leads a class foeused on welcoming
TGRTO+ o1k s al BIT every other Sunday,
said martial arts offers a wav for evervone
to feel more in touch with what their body
cando.

“A lot of pecple like finding [that] their
limits for movement are more expansive
than they had thouglt,” Roote said.

“You don’t have to be super athletic to
defend yoursel 17 Roote combinued. “Trhink
that’s onz of the coolest things about jin-
jitsu — that you can just learn a couple of

mental skills, and then it's, wow, your bodv
is a weapon.”

Al Peer Seattle, 2 Queer commumily cen-
ter in Capitol Hill, Kylie Ylenia shares that
attifude of empowerment. They help teach
Queer self-defense and movement classes
every ‘luesday at the community center.
Ylenia's main foeus is on maovemenl, the
body, and how to develop an intentional
philosophy around how the two coexist.

“So 1% ol just aboul the way you physi-
cally defend vourself,” Ylenia said of the
classes, “but also how you carry yourself and
how you think shoul your body in relation-
shipto the conflict vou're engaging with.”

They said having a safe space where
everybody is eager to learn and engage
with each other can inspire confidence.
That means people feel able to respond to
a harmul situalion, even one sell-direeted.

Ylenia acknowlzdged a shift in classes
since the presidential election, as well as
the reeent allacks on Capitol Hill.

“Everybody just definitely has their ...
safery on their mind a lot more right now,”
Ylenia said. *T alsc think that a lot of us are
locking for a community.

“T think we really just wanted to have a
space where we can provide for each other
in some way.”

This picce vriginally rer in Real Change

Extremist group highlights
anti-LGBTQ Washington
win: Initiative 2081

BY HANNAH SAUNDERS
SGN EDITOR

A Washinglon cilizen’s inilialive, passced
during Pride Mounth, that may increase the
risk of abuse and violence of LGETQ+ stu-
derits was reeently highlighted hy Momy
for Liberty (M4L) inits 2024 impact report.
While it paints itself as a grassroots crgani-
zatlon dedicated to preserving American
life, GLAAL points out thatitis an extrem-
isr arganization that relies on connections
to national anti-LGBTQ+ groups and poli-
ticians to move their agenda forward.

“Tooking ahead to 2023, T Teel more
hopeful and energized than ever, We're
just gerting started” Tina Descovich,
cxcculive dircelor of M4T. said in (he
report. “This year was a stepping stone
to even greater voices. Together, we will
conlinue o grow our chaplers, win back
school boards, and fight te protect the
innocence of our children.”

M4L, which has chapters in King and
Benton Ceunties, launched about four
years age and has about 130,000 members
in the US. This year. the group focused its
efforts on key swing srates, like Arizona,
Georgia, and North Carolina, ahead of (he
presidential election.

The report states how the organization
helped win 69 schaol board races acrosy
the country and helped pass 32 state legis-
lative kills related to parental rights.

“Onur wins are not oily found inbills that
reach a governor's desk, but also achieved
in those we oppose.” Charlie Misseijer,
director of pelicy and legislative affaics at
M:L, said in the report. “Ihis occurs more
frequently in “blue” slates like Colorada
and Tllinois, whera our parents helped kill
ge nder-affirming health care bills, and
anither in New York thal scughl o allow
|minors’| medical treatment without paren-
tal consent.”

Title 1X
The report mentions the Biden adminis-
tration’s Title 1X rewrite, which was issued

in April and strengthens proleclions agamst
sex-based harassment, while clarifving pro-
tections for LGBTQI4+, pregnant, and par-
enting studenls, according lo (he National
Women's Law Center. The rewrite states that
Title IX has always protected Queer students
uuder gender equality, and clarifies that
legislation and policies that attack students
because of their gender identity, sex charac-
teristics, and sexunal orientation violate non-
discrimination laws at the federal level.

The passage of T-2081 in Washinglon
brought M4L one step ¢loser to defeating
the rewrite. The SGN previously reported
om the iniliative, which allows parents and
legal guardians to receive public school
records, like vocational counseling and
medical records. T also allows parenls 1o
opt their children out of survevs, assign-
ments, questionnaires, and any other stu-
dent engagement activities that relate to a
child’s sexual orientation and experiences.

When the SGN spoke with the Gender
Justice League in June, Kai Aprill-Tomlin,
communications manager, said the organiza-
Liem was deeply coneerned that1-2081 winld
break students’ trust W adults, ultimately
leading to more harm. Iurthermore, this
iniliative can lead 1o the outing of TGBTQ+
youth to their parents or guardians.

Let’s Go Waghington, a conservative
group, collected 434,372 signatures from
supporters for the initiative. Rather than
placing the measnre on [he Novemnber hal-
lot for voters to decide, Washington law-
makers chose to enact it as is.

WA legislators fight back, with more

pushback to come

Sen. Jamie Pudersen (13-43) and Rep
Micole Macri (13-43) coanthored an op-ed
in the feqrrlz Times earlier this year. stating
that about 90% of the initiative is already
state law or commonly practiced. They
added that they believed the initiative did
not pose a threat to Queer youth, but that

they stand ready to fight it'it causes harm.

This November, Sen. Pedersen
elected Senate majority leader. mak-
ing Washington the first state to have two
T.GRTO+ legislative Teaders serving al (he
same time. joining House Speaker Laurie
Jinkins (D-27), In an interview with the
SGN shurtly aller, he noted how the siale
has strong laws and protections for the
Trans community.

“One of our first actions in the 2025 ses-
sion will be to amend Initiative 20¥1, the
so-called ‘Parents Bill of Rights,” (o make
itclear that the initiative does not change or
undermine our robust protections for Irans
youth, and youny people seeking reprodie-
tive healthcare or mental health care,” Sen.
Pedersen said.

Wis

{=aining traction

MAL saw a surge in social media followers
in 2024 its YouTube page's followers and
viewership increased by 48%, while X (for-
merly Twitter, now owned by billionaire and
MAGA Republican Elon Musk) saw o 50.8%

increase, according to the report.

For years, M4T_has not only gaineed rac-
tion but has also thrived while pursuing its
anti-CQueer agenda, parrially doe to fund-
ing and organizational supporl rom anli-
LGBTQ+ nonprofits, like from the Heri-
tage Toundationin 2022,

The Heritage Foundation is a think lank
speatheading Project 2023, a 180-day con-
servative agenda for the Trump administra-
tion that seeks, among other goals, to restrict
LGHBTQ+ rights: under the Lepartment of
Health and Human Services seclion, the
third goal listed is to promote muclear fami-
lies composed of heterosexual conples.

“Unfortunately, Tamily palicies and
programs under President Biden's HHS
are franght with agenda items focusing
on ‘LGETQ+ cquily.” subsidizing single-
motherhood, disincentivizing work, and
penalizing marriage,” the Froject 2023
document states. “These policies should
be repealed and replaced by policies that
suppert the formation of stable, married,
ruclear families™
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State Rep. Cyndy Jacobsen introduces legislation
to restrict gender-affirming care for youth

BY HANNAH SAUNDERS
SANEDITOR KATHY WILLENS 4P

CYMNDY JACOBSEN (CEMTER)
COURTESY WA HOUSE REFUBLICAMS

JANUARY 2025 GELEBRATING 51 YEARS!




[E-
NOSRE S an
v, LE ]

Compy f

!

| Afirst in Washington state hiéiﬁry:
Transgender woman transferred to men'’s prison

BY HANNAH SAUNDERS
SGN EDITOR

R KM 7 FACEB OO

The ACLUT has filed a cowrt patition stat-
ing that the transfar of Amber K1m, an
incarcerated Transgender woman, fromihe
Washington Corrections Center for Women
to the all-male Monroe Caorrectional Com-
plex, following an infraction, constitutes

crugl and urmisual punishment. The infrac-
tion dates back to March, when Fim was
caught having consenaial sex with a cell-
mate.

Sheigthe frst Trans wormanin Washine-
ton bo ever be moved 10 a men's prisen —
andithappened duringPrids hMonth

“Faor the three-and-a-half years 1 was
houesd at WCCW, T ussd my time there to
leatn, to grow, and to cotribute positively
tothe WCCW," Kim saidin an ACUT press
release® Beang singled out for exceplional
punishment — and transferred to amen's
prison — over 2 sngle infraction harms
[not anly] me but every other incarceratad
Transgendst person™

The ACTU args s that the state’s Tepart-
ment of Corrections (Tr0C) has put Kim
in harm's way by foreing her into a men's
prison that deemsm’t align with her gender
identity. In the Monroe facility, she risks
experiencing physical winlence, harass-
ment, and sexal azsault.

The DiOC claims the women were

cnlty of a “304” infraction, which states
that “engaging in a ssx act with another
persons) that iz not otherwiss inchided in
thess rulzs, except in an appraved sxtended
farpily visit” The ACLL says that during
Kirm's timne at WCOW, 33 “HM” infractions
were recorded there.

“Mans of thass wemsn were transirred
to anothet prisen as a rasull — except Me
Kim. Purthetrnore, THHC had the option to
keep Ms. Eim in closs custody at WECW
but choss to transfer herinstead,” states the
ACUI prass release.

Anhearing was held after the infraction.
Fimandher callmate wers placedin “tlass
custady™ — an arsa at WOCW with height-
ened security, ard which hirnits the amount
of ime people spend oulside of their cells
Kimand the ACTL have noted how, atfird,
the THOC found her placement there to ba
suitable, but that after five weeksitclaimed
she was a safety risk.

A transfer to Monroe was rec ommencdesd
duting the hearing FKim was put inn soli-

tary ¢ onfinemernt, while her cellmate spent
two months in close custody before being
maoved back into het otignal medium-
security area.

Solitary confinementis a fortn of torture,
accardingto the Mational Alliance onhen-
tal Mness (MARMTY The amount of tims
spentin such acell canrangs fromdays to
months, bo years

“People of colot are dispropartionately
locked in solitary, a5 are transgendsr and
gender-nenconforming  peopls, young
people, and people with mental health ¢ on-
ditions,” states a NAMI post titled *“How
Solitary Coenfinement Contributes Lo the
hiental Health Crisis®

Placing a petson i a cell with rimrmal
access o all forms of human connection
and engagement — for any amount of
tirme — leads ta devastaling consequences,
exacerbaled sxisting mental illness or the
rapid ong=t of mental illness, accrdingto
MAMI. Half of all swicides in prizons and
jails necur in solitary confinement.

Trans student athletes face
possible new restrictions in
Washington state

BY HANNAH SAUNDERS
SGNEDITOR

Restrictions on Transgendsr student ath-
letas, seen in ather states around the coun-
try, are popping up now in Waslinggon
State, Recently, S=n. Phil Fortunato (R-31)
prefiled Senate Bill 5012, which would sep-
arate athlates bassd on their gender identi-
ties and chromosotnal makeup (ses below),
Al the zame time, 2 large mumber of public
schools are seeking to make amendments
to the Washington Intetscholastic Activi-
Hzz Azzociation’s handbock to limit whe
canplay far which teams,

“The WA A s policies on gender identity
pat ticipation roust follow Washington state
law, ard the currsnt rulesdo 50," Sean Des-
setis, the WIAN: director of communic a-
tions, tald the SGA

The WIAA encouragess all students to
patticipate 1 athlstics repardless of therr
gender identity or sxpression, and while
most sports programs are offered sepa-
rately for boys and gils, “athletes will par-
ticipate in programs consistent with their
gender wentity or the gender most com-
monly expressed,” accordingto the WIAA
handbogk.

A total of 17 Washungion schacls sub-
rmutted proposals for Amendments 7 and
8, with sormne districts pushing for both.
The proposzsd Amendmernt 7 would pro-
tubit Transgender girls from participat-
ingin gitls' sports or gitls” divisions with
athletes that wers assigned femals at birth
Propaosed Arnendment 8 would create an
entirsly new division of sports teams an
open division strictly for Transgender ath-
letes,

The schod districts advocating far the
amendments ars: Blane, Brewster | Cashe-
mere, Colville, Bastmont, CGrand Coulee
Dram, Lake Chelan, Lynden, Mansdfield,
Mead, Moses Lake, Okanogan, Omak,
Oheoville, Thorp, and Tonaskst, as well as
the Lymden Christian Schoaol.

“The WIAA has a membersnp-led year-
round amendment process...and every
proposed amendment was subrnittsd by
5+ member schocls or the WIAA Bxecu-
tive Board,” Bessette said, “The lansiage
and content for each amendment will be
dizcussed and finalized byrthe Wl 4 Rep-
resert ative Asssmbly during Winter Coali-
tioninlate Jarary™

Besselte explaned how 53 school lead-
&5 (35 high schools and 18 middle schools)
make up the Repressntative Assembly,
which is responable for woting on the pro-
posad amendrosnts,

“For an amendment to pass, 50%
appraoval isnesded from voting mernbers of
the Representative Assembly A total of 32
voles are needed for a muddle-level/ngh-
school amendroent to pass, whils 21 vaotes
are needed for a high-scho ol amendment to
pasgs, and 11 votes arenesded for a rmddle-
level amendment to pass,” Bassette said.

Mamy whe =it on the Representative
Assembly teceive gwdance from their
leazue of WIAA disttict onhow to vote on
amerndments, said Bessetle, adding howthe
propased amendments will be voled on on
April 9-18, and any passed amendments
will bec arne effective on Anpust |

“The two proposed amendments sut-

rounding gender identity parlicipation will
continue through the process” Bessetls
added. “If a pasesd amendment vicolates
Wachingter state law, the Wlah will ba
unakble ta implament the amendms=nt ”

A look at 8K 5412

Prefiled in the state legislaturs on
Drecetrber 3, 5B 5012 would group inter-
scholagtic activities inbo fve groups i
order for sudentsto participate:

o Students with 2D{ chromosormess
who identi fy as awormnan or garl
+ Students with 2D{ chromosomes
whao idertify as aman ot bay
+ Students with 2TY chromosomes
wha identify as 2 woman or grl
o Students with XY chromosomess
wha wdentify as aman or boy
o Students who do not mest the above
criteria
Theze groupings do not apply to K-§ su-
dents.
Althoush Sen. Fortunato refused to ¢ om-
ment, the bill's taxt states that “a studant’s
eligibility for a patticular gtouping tnay

be determingd by any medical decumen-
tation that demonstrates the chr omozomal
makeup of the student.”

Students and school districts that are
harrmsd by aviolation of the zroupings ats
entitled to injunctive relief, which, accord-
g bo the Lepal Information Instituts at
Cornell, “restricts a party from conducting
certain acts and raquires them to behavein
acertain way . whanthers s no other rem-
&y at law and when irreversible harr will
oceur 1frelisf1s not offered ® Accordingto
the bill’s text, relisfmay include monstary
damages — Like thase for psychologcal,
phyacal, and emotional harm sufferad —
and reasomabls attorney costs and fes
those seekingcivil actions must have it
ated themn within two years of the alleged
harm takingplace.

“Nao penalty may be imposed on a student
or students unless the studsnt or studentz
knowingly violated the rules of unless 2
student pained a significart advantape or
materially disadvantaged another student
through a rule wiolation,” states the bill
et
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Western Washington University to present

Pt

“Seattle Gay News Celebrates 50! exhibit

The Thiwersity of Washingfon Librar-
ies” exhibit “Seattle Gay Mews Celebrates
01" — displayed at the TFY's Allen Merth
Librarylast spring and at the Seattle Public
Library's Central Library Lewel 8 Gallery
last surmrner — will be presented at West-
et Washington Utiversity™s Viking Uhion
Callery, 318 High 5t., Bellingharm, WA, this
winter, from Jamuary 13 to Bebruary 20

“The Seattle Graw News, ons ofthe lon-
gest-nimning DGBT O+ newspapers in the
wotld, is officially 501 the S=attle Public
Library wrote in promoting this exhibit.
“Explors the history of 2 newspaper that
has served the Seattls Gay commmmity
since March 1974, reporting on arts, cul-
ture, health, politics, crwl rights, and

ot By Seafe Aedr
4 ko [t Phelngragiy’

mare”

This exceptional exhibit will be ondis-
play for Western students, facully, and
staff, as well as far the gehetal piblic, dut-
ing regilar Viking TUmon Gallery hours,
which are Monday-Priday, 1l am-Spm
In addition, plans ate being discusssd to
open the gallery on some or all Saturdays
(fromneonto 5 pm ) duringthe rm of the
exhibit, 50 as to offsr & weekend viswing
oplinn.

“This exhibit and preservation effort is
a great example of how partners, includ-
ing our amazing UW Libraries student
ernployess, can work together to accom-
plish somesthing bigger than sach of us
could do on our own,” said Jessica Albano,

U Libraries news librarian in comiments
to the Seattle Public Library “1 is also a
great reminder of the important role news
plavs in owr cormrmminities, Prasarving ahd
providing access to these primary sources
are critical to learmng about and undes-
standing [out] history.”

There will ba an opening reception on
Taruary 14 frorm 5to 7 pm, duting whnch
suess are sxpected to make reamarks A
closing teception will be scheduled from 3
ta 7 pao the wesk of Bebruary 24 A spe-
cial svent for Western students related to
the extubit1s algo sxpected tobe orpamzed

In addition, Bellingharm's intergensta-
tional maonthly LGETOH patluck, Gen-
eralions of Pride, sponsored by LOETOH

Wastern Washington University, Belling
ham Chueer Collective, and PELAG Bell-
ingham, will beheld atthe Viking Unimmin
compunetion with the axhibit, with the dat=
and detals etill to be determined.

Finally, celebrate Valentine's Dray and
Fresdom to Matry on Biday, Februaty 14,
at tha “Seatlle Gay Mews Celebrates 5017
extubit atthe Viking Umon Gallery

For quastlons about the sxhiblf, tnolud-
ing possible Jaturday hours durlng the
exhittt's almost siv-week run, contact the
Viking Unlon Gallery at aap gallerpl@
wwuedy. Far directions, contact the
Viking Unton information desk af (360)
BI0-54500
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The Human Rights Carmpaign (HRC)
recently awarded Footprint Wine Tap and
Pink Moon Farrn grants through its fifth
annual “Ouesr to Stay™ prograr, which
focuses on the preservation of LSBT
ownad businesszs. Since itslaunchin hme
2020, during the heaght of the COVID-1G
pandemic, H1% of businesses that previ-
Oualy received grants remain 0pan,

“As extremisl polilicians continue to fry
and take away our rights and push us back
into the closst, these businesses stand a5 a
shining rerminder that when LGETO + bua-
nesses thrive, America thrives” HRC Pred-
dert Kelley Robinsan saidin apressrelease

A total of 30 amall businesses across 19
states, Puerto Rico, and Washinglon, IWC
were grant recipients, Footprint Wine Tap,
locatad in Seattle’s Capitol Hill neighbor-
hood, iz the first Black/Asian- and Quset-
owned wine praoducer inthe slate of Wash-
ingston and the first and only kegrwine on-
tap aperation in the Pacific Notthwest, The
business places an amphasis on reducing
its carbaon footprint while upli fing diverss

BY HARNAH SAUNDERS
SGNEDITOR

cormrmuriti=s in the wins, resaurant, and
hosprtality industres
‘A an LGETIH bugsingss, it is 50 Lwpot-
tant at this moment for us to ¢ ontinmie and
build upon our service and representation
of wha we are and how wecan support our
comrrmity,” owner Ken Thllon told the
SGN “We are intentional in being wiable,
a safe space, representative, inspiring and
supportingothers asmmich asposable
“These funds will sgmficantly bolster
our warking capital so we can continue to
pay rent; be accesable, wiable, and present,
and provide potential client, cultural, and
aocial oppottunities far our commrmmity.”
With itz laying hens, sheep farm, and
wegetablas, Pink Moon Fatm ssrves the
Puget Sound region. Tnder a Commumty
Supportad Appicullure program, it pro-
vides weekly bags of produce to mostly
higer and Trans redidents. Pink Moen
procucts can be foumd at farroers markets,
food banks, and restaurants and co-ops.
“Teopls aften chooss to buy from our
farm becauss we are Queer and Trans,

either because they want to support our
comrrurhies or becauss it 15 mearnneful to
them to have somsone with shared identi-
ties growing their food,” owner Grayson
Crane saad.

Pink Maoon also partnsrs with ¢orrmu-
mity orgamzations and employs LGETO4
szasonal workers to provide career and
mentarship opporburnties to Ouest and
Trans people.

“At a time when we are experiencing
intense inditutional transphobia, we are
praud to be an owt-Chieer- and Trans-run
rural business that works directly with our
local ¢cormaty, erowing for fiod banks
and working o feed our neighbors,” Crans
added.

Step Bw Footpring Tap Wine af
1222 E. Madizson Sf, and wsif
http s dpindkomoonierm org te learn mers
about e bustnes

WAissues landmark LGBTQ+
survey to help inform government
decisions, policies, and legislation

BY HANNAH SAUNDERS
SGH EDITOR

The "Washington state LGBTO Coin-
migson is spensering a comprehensve,
statewids aurvey of LGET{HA+ ad Twm -
Spirit people to identi fy disparities and 1o
srenpthen adwvocacy efforts when it comes
topertinent laws, policies, and l=gidlati on,

The commission, which will cloze the
anonymous survey on Jamuary 31, 2023,
hopes ta receives 10K} rasponses by then
Tt1s avarlable at hitp Mrersrarwealpbtgsuevey
COIL.

“The statewide LGBTOH auwvey aims
to provide 2 comprehensive snapshot of
the LGETOH cormrmuty in Washinston
by collecting data on key aress such as
demographics, access to health and public
services, sconamic development, schaal
and workplace safety, and mental health
access,” Rachael Brizster of RCE Com-
rounications told the 5O, ““This data will
directly inform policies by highlighting
specific nesds and disparitiss sxperisnced
by LGB TOH individual s acrogs the state”

Such information hag been in short sup-
ply since sexual orientation and gendsr
identity data were removed frorn the 2020
national census. Identifying areas where
Quser people face the steatest barriersio

healthcars, mental health services, hous-
ing, and public services will allow Wash-
ington to allocate resoutces mote effec-
tively and equitably, Erister said

“Washington state lawrnaker s will likely
becallsd upan to do even mors to protect
and ssrve our compruity. This survey data
will paint 2 peturs of this comrmunity i
a way that legislators have et to ses” she
added

Brister mentionsd that another soal is
to ¢ orchuct additional surveys inthe futurs
that exarnine and highlight the needs and
sxpariences of the LGBTOIAL and Two-
Spurit cormrrumity. The upcorning Trump
admnistration, howeser, creales uncer-
tainty regarding Onset-related legislation,
dueto demenstrated hostility toward these

2roups.

Dataanalysis

The survey 15 led by WELT's Murrow
College of Cormrnunication, data2insight
(a Cueer and Trans ressarch team), and
Prevention at the Intersections If's open
to thass aged 11 wears and older, although
adolescents aped 11-17 requirs permizsion
fror a parent or guardian to participate

T increase respondents in the 16-25 age
group, Brister said thers haz been autrsach
to collsges, universitiss, and LGETO4+
youth centers, and even sutvey adrninis-
tration events, such as one at the Spokane
Public Library.

With about 4,200 respondertsz hawng
alr=ady taken the awvey as of December
1, Brister said responses ars patticularly
neaded from the Tatinx and Asan Ouser
cormrnunties.

“The closing date allows four months
for data analyss, visualization, and rsport
writingbefore sharingthe findings in June
2025,” sa1d Brister. “Washingion State Tm-
veraityis leading this study and managing
the anonymous dataset and has already
begum analyzing the exstingdata.”

The final datasst will undergo analyss
with the assistance from the largest -
versty-based survey ressarch center inthe
Pacific Morthwest: Walls Social & Beo-
nonic Scieness Research Center,

“The reseatch team will [identify] pat-
tertisin the data, The report offindings will

share irter pretations and conclusions based
o data analysis, [led] to findings to previ-
ous research,’” Brister addsd.

The dermographics of the sampls will
be sumrnarized and compared to repre-
sentation in the state’s population across
rltiple categorizs, such a3 location, aps,
sender, race, and sthnicity, Testinefor &f
fetences betwesn people in margnalized
groups against the overall sample will be
included inthe analysis

“The survey findings will shed light on 2
broad szt of topics for the Two -Spirit and
LGBTOLAF ¢ arnrmnity, They will includs
a sumnmary of the laws that comrmumity
members hawe found helpful, mental health
in the comrmmity, most valued aspects of
Irang in Washingion, and what type of
resources people have to support thern,”
Btister said,

Vieit Rtiprdvnenwalghigeurvey.com fo
take the surven
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Newherg schiool district {0 pay $90,000
to settle teacher’s whistleblower
retaliation suit over LGBTQ+ support

BY MAXINE BERNSTEIN
COURTESY THE OREGOMAM
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disirict agreed to move Brennock te Che-
halem Valley Middle Schoal bt also tald
her she wouldm't be able to return to Moun-
tain View Middle School, becauszs her poa-
tion thete was baing eliminated, according
10 the ant.

The dislrict arpusd thal the principal
never said what was allegedin a staff mest-
ing, butif she did, theremark was not dis-
criminatory becauss it was “notintended to
ba™ and was naver intended ta be a direc-
tiwe to staff, accordingto the stateruling

But the BEducation Department sad 1n1ts
ruling “The digtrict misunder stands what
constitutes di sorimination under the law ™

Any act that unreasonably diffetenti-
atss treatment, intendsd or unintendsd,
basgsd on race, colon, relipron, sex, sexual
orierdation, gendsr identity, national ori-
gn, marital status, age, or disability via-
lates Oregon’s artidiscrimination law, the
department noted

Anti-Trans provisionin defensé

An mt-Trans prowision within the
Mational Defense Authorization Act
(NIrAA), which would prevent thechildren
ofrodlitary servicemerniber s from receiving
gendet-affirming cate, is headingto Pres-
dent Biden's desk. BEoth Washington sena-
tors votedin favor ofits passage.

Mow, Arnerica’s Transgendst ooty
walches an, wailing 1o zee if Biden will
vetn it — as he haspreviously promised to
de when it comesto anti-Trans federal leg-
idation

“This decision to pass this NDAA was
a prave ristake — one that presmptively
concedes to an admirstration that wall
surely tast our nation's valuss and our com-
rotment to a multiracial, gender-diverse
demacracy,” Jaslvun Scoit, exsculive
dirsctor of the Lavender Rights Project, a
Seattle-based orpamzation that’s decheated
to protectingthe lives of Black Trans cormn-
rourmty members, sadin a pressreleass

Back in Pride Muonth, the Senate Com-
roittes on Arroed Services approved the
NDAA for fiszal year 2025, with an anti-
Trans provision inSection 748, Tnder TRI-
CARE, the health insurance program for
active -duty servicemembers, among oth-
&5, i nors are tobe pravented from recaiv-
inghottnons thetapsy, pubserty blockst s, and
gender-affirming surperies.

“Tdedical interventions for the treatment
of gender disphoria that could re=qult in
sterilization may nat be provided to a child
undet the age of 18, states Section 708,

The principal’s alleged comments
“clearly articulated that teacher conduct
toward students belonging to certain pro-
tected classes should be different than
conduct toward other studsnts™ and sub-
jected teachets who supported “the Prids
and EBlack Lives Matler movement” and
LGETO+ students to different rules than
support for other moverments,” the depart-
mant found.

Brennock argued that the district
thwarted steps it was suppased 1o take to
educats staff about LEBTOH 1sauss by
“wonstantly undermining and ridicwling
the staff* about the information they pre-
sented and releasing information about
the LERTOH status of training presenters
despite prior conversations about the ssn-
sitivity of such details The digtrict also
changed the wording of the agr=sdupon
iniroduction of the antidissrimination pre-
sentation, referring to sexual onsntation/

gender wdentity as a “lifestyle” and that
people who identify as LGETOS are from
the “opposite side afthe fence,” according
to the ant

1t also clarmed that then-Supsrintendsnt
Stephens Phillips ussd a Gay slur and sad
he did not understand how that word was
any different from a vulgar term for some-
one"s buttocks and said something along
thelines of “Te had a 1ot ofkids, and when
ifzaboy itz aboy,” the st alleged,

Phillips’ lawyers, Karen M. Vickers and
Beth Plass, arpued in court papers that
Phillips was entitled 1o qualifisd irroanity
frorm the allepations in the suit.

Phillips, who tock aver a5 superittendent
in hay 2022, this year filsd his owm civil
suit against the NewbergeTumdes Public
School digtrict in Yarohill County Cirouit
Zort. The suit, filed in September, alleges
the district falsely Hlamed him for a bud-
getorizs and [thaf] hetook a medical leave

in hime because the stress was harming his
health. He asked his deputy superintendent
to lead the district until his reburn, Instead,
the board named 1tz own interim superin-
tendent and ultimatsly woted in late hinesto
give Phillips a one-year notice that it ended
to terminate him without cause, his sut
said.

Inhis aut, he pointedto an oubsids imres-
tigator the disttict hired to lock inte com-
plaints against ity and hosdeputy supetin-
tendent related to “highly charged LEBTO
1gsues" He said the ireesstgater found that
nsither he nor his deputy suparintendent
had broken any policy or law or engaged in
discritmination, acc otding to his st

Firsi reportedin and reprintediin
permissionfrom The Oreponian

A M3 research study titled “Caring
for Military-Affiliated Transgendsr and
Gerder-Dnwerse Youths: A Call for Protec-
tions,” published in the American Jour-
nalaf Public Health dissected TRICARE
youth enrellment. In 2017, abowt 2,500
rninots sought o cars for gender dyspho-
ria — a clinical diashosis related to the
peychologic al distress Transgender peopls
may expetience tegarding their gender
identity — under the TRICARE Prime
insurancs plan. An additional W received
pubsrty blockers or gender-affirmine hot-
monal therapy that year, according to the
stichy

Opposition

About 21 US  Senate Democrats
attemnpted to erase the provision, with
Sen. Tamrrey Baldwin (T-W) leading the
charge. In a previously released statement,
Sen Baldwin said, *T trust our service-
members and their doctorsto make the best
healthe ar= decisions for their kids, not poli-
tictans. .. Unfortunately the amendment
waz nat brought far a vate”

In a statemnent to the SGN, Sen. Falty
Bfurray suid she grongly opp osed the anti-
Trans provision that House Speaker Miks
Johnson (R-LA)Y inserted into the act, and
that she was one of thoss 21,

“Attacking kids for wha they ars and hav-
ing the soverniment dariy our military Famn-
liez evidence-based health care is wrong
— and itz ine redibly traubling that Repub-

licans continusirying to find ways to angs
out and target Transgender kids to score
cheappolitical points,” Sen. Murray smd

Whanthefinal wate came, howsver, Sens.
Maria Cantwell and Mutray voted to pass
it

Dizappointment

Seott said itechallanging to stemthe rise
of transphaobia and attacks azainst people
of color, but the Lavender Rights Proj-
ect must kesp a record of these harmful
actions.

“Thizrecard will serve a8 atocl for hold-
1t thoss 1n power accourtable, and for
sasking justice when history, as it aways
does, evertually rights 1teelf” Scott smd,
expressing het disappointroent with the
votes of Sens. Murray and Cantwell,

The Lavender Rights Projsct calls on
our state’s semators and Houss members
who voted in favor of the NTiDrA, as well
asthose who attempted 1o remove the anti-
Trans provision, to sigage in meaningfil
chaloge with Trans leadersin the state

L-ooking forward

The Lavender Baighls Project sad it
wants Washington to join other fates, such
asMinnesota, Californda, and Matyland, in
camnbatting ths riss of transphabic, misez
ynistic, andracig palicies, which requires
bravery and cormnunity collaboration, The
nonpt fit highlighted the wotk of Washing
ton Rep. Adarn Sroith (D=9, who foushit

-

heads to
Biden’s desk, a setback for the Trans community

EY HAHNNAH SAUHDERS
SGN EDITOR

GEORGE PAK S PEXELS

hard to remeve the anti Trans provizson.

Bacause of this provision, the lives of
children maybe put at risk, and 1t may force
thousands of members of the mulitary to
choose between satving their counity ot
ensuring that their children can receive
healthcars they nead.

“Blanketly denying healthcars to people
who need it — just because of 2 biazed
notion against Transgender people — is
wrong,” Smith said in a December state-
ment.

Srith called out Speaker Johnson, wha
he zaid had a clear path to the possbility of
4 bipartizan compronm se

“Rather than take that path and ensurs
[that] setsace members and mubitary fami-
lizs =t the support they nesd and deserve,
he chiose to pander to the most sxtreme sle-
merks of iz party i an atternpt to retain
his speakership,” Smith addsd

1f Biden doss not veto the NLxAA (which
1s 1ot expected), Sen. Murray said she will
push to hold the Townp adoanistration
accourtable for any efforts to target Trans
youth.

“1 will strongdy opposs the inclusion of
thiz langnage in any fature legrdlation, and
will fight back against any and all sfforts
frorthe Trump adritistr ation and Repub-
licans in Congress to allack LOETO+
Americans smply for baing wha they are,”
she said.
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Recovering together: Substanice use disorder

Rates of mbstance use disordsr (51N
are ranch higher arnong LGBTG people
than thear c15-het courderparts Bessarch by
the Trevaor Propect released inFarmary 2022
showes that LGBTQ youth undsr 21 are
mors likely to use substances such az akeo-
hol or cammabis, Cuser adults are twics as
likely to use stirnulants and halluanogsns,
according 1o the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration.

“This disparity 15 deeply rooted in the
collective exparience of margnalization,
which takes a significant toll an many of
us,” Marc Shelffo, program directar at Peer
Seattle, toldthe SO, Peer Seattle provides
services 1o the LGETO commumity, lots of
which aid in recovery from substance use
disarder (STUIN. As a large munber who
suffer from SUL also struggle with men-
tal health of hornelezaness, it also provides
resources for them.

“Aocording to the Williame Institute at
UCLA Law, LGB TOH adults are twics a8
likely to experisnce homelsssness cormn-
pated to the general population,” Shelffo
said, “LABTOH vouth acoount for 254 5%
of unhoused young adults, a staggering
owsrrepresentation compared to their ciz-
ender, heterosaxnal pesrs ™

With a waristy of proprams and support
groups, Peer Seattle aims to help LGETL
peaple in every aspect of life, From ons-
on-one peer coaching to suppert groups
and employmert assistance, it meets people
where they are at and provide the resources
to better their lives. Tt runs a fully stecked
Narcan vending roachine, which also sup-
plies fentansd fests and safe-sex kitz as a
form ofharm reduction

“Tdany LOETH individuals wha seek
help do o while navigating fresh frauma
or ongning crises like domestic abuss”
Shelifn sud. “Addressing these challenges

in the LGBTQ community

BY AUDREY 0SCARSON

requires a comprehsnsive, multiprongsd
approach that includes medical support,
social ssrvices, and a strong, farmlydike
cormmity. This network provides the
strength, resources, and hope nec sssary for
[them] to find safety and stability

Shelffo, a Quesr person who has srug
gled lomsalf with SUTE and horelezsmess,
understands the way 1t can be dehumamez-
ing

“The cornerstone of my work 13 meet-
ing people exacthy whers they ars, without
judgiment or perpetuating shame,” he sad,
“Taimtg help othersrec ognize their agency
and the power of choice in their lives
Becovery is mos transformative when it is
salfdirected, offering healing on multiple
levels. Az apeet, mov roleis to suppott this
process by asking individuals what they
beliewe 13 the next besl step toward their
zoal — whatevsr that mmay be”

Thers ats manerous resources for those
strugpling with SUT in the aty North-
point Seatile offers an outpatient program
for LOETO people that consdders the
comnplexities they often face and treats the
parson a5 a whole, Integrated Cownseling
Services offers counseling by therapists
whaatsinformed abowt the srugslesmany
LEBETO people experienc & alongade STUTY

“The path to trus connection, howeser,
lies in choosng the long game,” Shelffa
said “It’s in doing the hard, messy, and
rewarding work of reclairming ourselves
and building authentic, supportive relation-
ships. While that process takes ime, itz the
foundation for gemune healing and trans-
formation.”

Farmore informaiion wislf
hites: Awww, peey seatle org.
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No Judgment Fitness fights to create an
all-inclusive space for LGBTQ+ patrons

BY MADISON JONES

Mo Tudgrment Filness, a Cueer woman—
owred gmall business in Wiite Center, was
founded in 2022 by personal trainet and
former UK soccer player Sophia Walker,
who identifies hetzelf as “muper Gay.”™ Ovet
the past few jears, Walker has taken pride
that Mo Fudpmert iz a placs where people
cancore to learn how to “do mors, not be
legs,” confrasting tte=lf from the texicily
and macknsno found in manstream health
amd fitness cuwlburs, Om the gyn’s webaits,
vou can find photos of Walker wearing a
backwards baseball cap, flexing het bicsps,
and sating the gym’s logo: pink, frosted,
sprinkled doruts.

Mo Rdgrnent stands out from other gyrns
by pritnarily focusing on serving Transgen-
der people. Walker writes that she “explic-
itly wantad to make a place whers trans,
nonbinary, and pendernonconformng
people could feel safe”

How the gim upholds that is through its
rules Walker reservesthe right to turn peo-
ple away, with any negativity toward other
people’s bodies or identities reaulting in an
immediate ban. Misgendering warks on a
thres-strikes systen: first 2 warning then
atalk with Walker, and finally a ban, Alsa,
the perzan who is misgendered dess not
pay for that session; the one who misgen-

L}
To heal and connect
deeply with oneself
and one's
community

ders will. Thankfully, Walker zays there
has only been one instance ofthat, withthe
rest of the cis-het pattons who may hawe
strugpled having since been taught those
expect ations.

Trespile baing open two years, the gym
has intentionally aveided publicity, as
“Walker admits “we have had to turn down
marketing opportunities in srder to keep
a low profils™ The gy has sadly besn
subject to threats and harassment since
itz inceplion, over the phone and enline
throush el and reviews, Walker men-
tionsd arman from Tennessse who for sev
eral ronths made ithis rmeson to tark the
2ym's Google rating 1t finally took her get-
tingGooge itsel Finalved to black theman
andrestore the g31o's repulation.

Local Qmsst-owmesd gyms like Mo hude
rent Fitness are doing; the work to push
back against the racigm, sexism, and trans-
phobia in fitness spaces. Walker stressed
to us that her primary focus is always the
well-heing of her patrans, stating that as a
petscnal ftainet, “yowte supposed 1o maks
people feel better about their baches, and
notc ause any harrm.” She also recommends
checking out the “Maintenance Phase”
podoast, which dizpels harmfil miscon-
cephions about health and well-being ped-

NICK DURAN,

dled by the fitness indusiry.

In addition, Walker offers free and
reduced-price classes to those wha finan-
cially strugele, withmonthly schedules and
priotity given to BIFOKZ people first. Aty
money denated to the g3m she matches
with her own fimds to ensure that moere
lowineome peopls can participate, She
aleo contimuss bo enforcs a double vaccina-
tion check and maskingmandats 1n all her
classes to mitigate COVID-19 ricks.

LMHC

LGBTQ+ AFFIRMING

EMDR [eye movement desensitization ond reprocessing)
Somatic Psychotheragy

nickdurantherapist@gmail.com
(253) 893-8454

In the past year, No Judgment has strug:
ged, like many other businessesin Seattle
have, 5oif an all-inclusive Trans-friendly
£ sounas enticing, then perhaps give No
Fudgtnent Kiness a go.

Farmers information visle
WW W Nafudgrentiithess.com

=
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lace Market’s South Africansinspired ybga studio
and café foster connection

BEY HANNAH SAUNDERS
SGN EDITOR

In Fike Place Market’s Butterworth
Building, a new wellness studio, Protea
Yopa, dedicated to an inclusive environ-
ment and fostering connections, hag been
unveiled. Named after the king protea —
South Africa’s national flower — the studio
iginapired by the Ubuntu philosophy, which
emphasize the interconnecte dness of peopls
with the zocietal and physical worlds.

“At Protea Yoga and Karoo Cafe, we've
created a space where everyone — includ-
ing members of the LGBTQ4+ community
— can feel traly seen, celebrated, and at
home,” owner Olivia Vermaak told the
SGN. “Inspited by the South African phi-
losophy of Ubuntu, which means T am
becanse we are, we believe in connection,
belonging, and growing together”

Protea instructors have a diverse range
of experience, like that of Michaela Camp-
bell, who brings a community-focused
approach to her calming classes while
encouraging mindfulness and connection.
Vermaak said the instructors are dedicated

to creating welcoming, authentic, and safe
experiences for all visitors.

This January, the location iz introducing
an array of new clagses, like fFamily yoga.
Leah Adams will lead cancer-survivor-
focuged sessiong on the first Sunday of each
rmonth.

Vermaak, a South African native, is also
the owner of Karco Cafg, located below
the studio. After completing their wellness
session, customers can drop downstairs for
food and beverages, like the Khaya Botani-
cal cocktail, which combines Ritual gin
and aperitif with Mediterranzan tonic, and
an orange wheel for a South African home-
stead fesl.

“Karoo Café has guickly become a
Queer-adjacent lounge and a cherished safe
haven for Nonbinary and LGBTCU+ people
in Seattle. With a majority Queer staff and
a strong commitment to inclusivity, it's a
space where everyone iz welcome to cel-
ebrate and connect,” Mlindi Ngema, Protea
and Karoo host, told the SGN.

MNgema said Sundays at the café have nat-
urally flourished into vibrant celebrations
of Queer culture with ballroom-inspired
brunches and Lady Gaga singalongs.

“Karoo Café actively supports mental
health and body pogitivity in the LGET O+
community,” Ngema said. “The newly
opened Protea Yoga studio upstairs provides
an inclusive gpace for those of all shapes,
sizes, and abilities to focus on well-being,
manage stress, and embrace self-care.”

“For us, this is more than just a voga
studio — it's a sanctuary,” Vermaak zaid.
Whether you're Howing through a joyful
Vinyasa class, unwinding with a restorative
sound bath, or joining one of our commn-
nity wotkshops, our goal is to offer a place
where you can express yourself, heal, and
connect.”

Visit Protea Yoga at 1921 First Ave, or
oniine ar https:Aproteayoge. Karoo Café
is online ar ktips.Jkaroo.cafe.

JURTESY PROTEAYOGA

‘Inclusive LGBTQ+ gym opens inthe heart of Capitol Hil

e

After succesafully launching Henrys
Gy in the Queen Anne neighborhood
during the COVID-19 pandemic, owner
Glen Swain has brought the inclusive and
colotful atmosphete to the heart of the
Capitol Hill neighbothaod. On December
2, Henry’s opened its second location, in
the 100-year-old Boylston Garage, located
at 1617 Boylaton Ave.

*We're com munity-oriented and focusad
on truly celebrating diversity while honor-
ing the hurnan spirit and community his-
tory through art™ Swain 2aid in a press
releage,

Fitness and exercise are at the foreftontof
people’s minds each new year, bat Henry’s

BY HANNAH SAUNDERS
SGN EDITOR

i

Capitol Hill location iz dissimilar to corpo-
tats syms in the area, due to its emphasis
on inclusivity and community. It features
carefully curated artwork that celebrates
the LGBT(Q+ community, including over
a hundred pieces acroes the gym. Thaere
are three full-wall murals, including one
dedicated to the 1960 Stonewall Kiots, and
another to politician and activist Harvey
Milk.

Henry’s has strength-training and cardio-
vascular equipment, free weights, Gymg&0
catdio machines, German-made Gymg0
Life-Filnese equipment, a strelching area,
and a studio for group high-intensity, inter-
val-training sessions. Customized train-

ing programs and tailored fitness plans are
alzo available, based on an one’s 3D hody
scan analysis, which determines lean body
mass, postural structure, circumference
measuraments, and body fat percantage,

Cutfing-edge therapies that aim to
decrease stregs and boost circulation,
immunity, and energy are included in the
comprehensive recovery suite, where mem-
berg can hop in a Finnish sanna, engage in
cold-plunge therapy, receive a hydromas-
sage, or undergo red-light therapy.

The location also hag a full-service bat,
offering pre- and postworkout beverages,
such as beers and wines, as a way to pro-
vide a social hub for members to unwind

COURTESY HEMRY 'S GYM

and build relationships. Unlike the Queen
Anne branch, Henry's on Boylston has
its own spa, whete members can receive
Botox and laser treatments to firm and
smooth skin.

Az patt of Henry's commitment to the
community and inclusivity, a portion of
all gnest fees at Boyleton will be donated
to Lambert Houge each month. The gym
is open seven days a week, and monthly
membership fees start at $79.99.

Formove information visit
httpsifhenrysgymnasium . coms
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could move us closer to health equity

BY KEVIN B. KIMBLE

On the campaign trail, President-elect
Donald Trump declared that America
needs a health system that will “take care
of everybody,” not just those who can “pay
forit”

It's easy to understand why tens of mil-
lions of Americans — of both parties
— agree with this basic moral sentirnent.
Every major faith tradition teaches that we
shonld help “the least of theze”

Turning that promise [nto reality is sas-
fer said than done, of conrse. But it can be
done — and both parties actually agree on
one of the best places to start: reining in the
power of the pharmacy benefit managers.

FEMs are middlemen in the drug supply
chajn. In theory, they help {nsurance corn-
panies negotiate bulk discounts and rebates
on medjcines. But in practice, they have

distorted the systern to enrich themselves,
jacking up drug prices while delivering few
tangible benefits to patients,

The Federal Trade Commjssion recently
took notice of the problem. Its recent law-
suit against three PBMs for inflating insu-
lin prices reveals the human cost of this
broken systern.

And it’s not hitting all Americans
equally. The same communities that have
historfcally faced barriers to health care
access — Black, Hispanic and Native
Amerjcans — are bearing the brunt of
these inflated prices.

This is how systemic inequities com-
pound. A broken market mechanism leads
toinflated prices, which disproportionatsly
Impact communities of color, which leads
to worse health outcomes, which creates

economic instability through medical debt
and lost work days, which makes jt even
harder to afford medication. The eyele con-
tinues, transforming a market fajlure intoa
driver of racial health disparities.

But change is within reach. Congress
is poised to act, with two critical bills on
the table that would rein in PBM practices
and lower drug costs for Medicare patients.
These proposed reforms target the core
issues driving up drug prices.

One bill ajms to restructure how PBMs
make money, removing their incentive to
steer patients toward more expensive medi-
cations. This would force PEM: to compete
based on the value they provide to patfents
and the health care systern, not on how
much they can inflate prices,

Another would ensure that the dizconnts

SUE OGROCKI /AP

FPEMs negotiate actually reach patients. By
requiring PEMs to pass along a significant
portion of these savings at the pharmacy
counter, we can directly reduce out-of-
pocket costs for those struggling to afford
their rnedications.

The lame-duck session of Congress is
our moment. Now that the djvisive election
iz over, PBM reform stands out as a rare
bipartisan area of agreement. Both parties
recognize the nead to lower drug costs. By
acting this year, Congress can prove our
poljtjcal systemn can still deliver for the
people.

Eevin B. Kimble is the founder and exec-
utive dirvector of the Southeyn Christian
Leadership Global Policy Initiative.

The struggles of obtaining VA

benefits for LGBTQ service members
Local Gay veteran hopes to obtain pardon before

Trump inauguration
BY MADISON JONES

Steve Marose is a Gay veteran from
Renton, WA, who is seeking a pardon from
Fres. Biden before the 82-vear-old ineurn-
bent leaves office.

In 1593, Marose, an Ajr Force officer,
was arrested under Article 125 of the Uni-
form Code of Military Justice on charges of
sodomy for having sex with men and spent
two years incarcerated. Like many other
LGBTQ wveterans, he continued to suffer
from the discriminatory policies and prac-
tices of the US mjlitary and Department of
Yeterans Affairs.

The enforcement of “Don’t Aslk, Don’t
Tell” from 1994 to 2011 resulted in the dis-
chatrge of more than 13,000 service mem-
bers. [t = only since two months ago that
the Department of Defenss has decided to
allow “proactive™ reviews for veterans dis-
missed under the DADT policy to obtain
honotable discharges and qualify for VA
services.

But the VA has also been a popular
stomping ground for presidential admin-

Istrations to enact anti-LGBT policies,
Transgender veterans have become the new
subject of ridicule for incoming President
Trump. He has promisad in interviews that
he will not only ban Transgender Ameri-
cans from serving in the US armed forces
but also prevent any Transgender veterans
Trom using their VA benefits to obtain gen-
der-related healtheare.

The current VA mission statement
regarding LGBT(Q+ veterans under the
Biden administration has been *. working
to reduce minority stress and engage sex-
nal and gender mjnority veterans in order
to provide healtheare that addresses their
needs!”” VA Puget Sound Health Care’s
website page on LGBTQ+ veterans con-
tains a list of services, including referrals
for surgeries, hormone replacement ther-
apy, and legal name and sex matrker change
suppott, among othets. Bot these may now
be under serions threat.

The 3G reached out to Bridget Reposa,
the LGBTQ+ veteran care coordinator and

patientadvocate at VA Puget Sound Health
Care o comment but did not recelve a
reply; however, Robin Lang, the LGBT G+
veterans outreach coordinator at the Wash-
ington State Department of Veterans
Affajrs did respond. Regarding the upcom-
ing change in federal leadership, she wrote
that “nothing has changed about the way
we ate serving and plan to serve LGBTOQ+
wveterans, We are Implementing legislation
passed during the 32024 Legislative Ses-
sion which updated our state's definition
of veteran and partnering with other agen-

MATT RADICK / TH

cies who provide veterans benefits at the
state level to answer questions and assistin
developjng thejr internal processas.”

In the next four years, obtaining VA
healthcare for LGBTQ service members
may well result in a similar situvation to
US abortion access: the level and qual-
ity of cate received may unfortunately be
dependent upon which state you reside jn.
In Washington state, LGBTQ servicemem-
bers can rely on the state DVA to be able to
access care, while those who Ifve in more
conssrvative states will be less fortunate.
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Healing the LGBTQ+ community from
traumatic experiences using art therapy

BY HANNAH SAUNDERS
SGN EDITOR

Agan educator, Jess Minckley found that
many of her students had mental health
challenges that she couldn’t assist with due
to the ethical scope of her rols, Butnow asa
registered art therapist at Pacific Art Ther
apy, Minckley is able to help patients heal
from tranmatic expetiences.

“Art therapy can happen on a Post-it with
anumber 2 pencil, or it can be a huge 3D
painting over time, oritcan span to a whole
comrrunity effort to make a mural, or a
quilt, or a whole mosaic wall,” Minckley
told the SGN.

She explained how talk therapy only uses
the left side of the brain — the part that
contrals logic, sequences, numbers, lan-
guage, math, and time — while art therapy
uses the right side, which controls emo-
tions, senses, dreams, imagination, and
creativity.

“It’s very weird how we attempt to solve
right-brain problems, which is where
trauma lives, using only left-brain tools.
Art therapy uses both sides,” she said.

Art therapy is more capable of foster
ing an integrated brain, Minckley added,

" .

because it utilizes the nonverbal, creative,
and imaginative parts,

“Bven the rmost stified, repressed soft-
ware engineer can still use both hands to
scribble, and that brings online this whole
part of you that is lost, oftentimes because
people are encouraged to stop doing art
roughly when theyre eight,” Minckley
said.

Queer joy

Minckley did her internship in Georgia,
which provided her with helpful experi-
enceg, since she was counseling Queer
youthin rural areas.

“T think it was a really hard time for
Queer folks, and I just got a really differ-
ent perspective, because the culture [there]
iz basically the opposits of Seattle,” Minck-
ley said. “The LGBTQ community sxperi-
ences something like 75% more travmatic
experiences than the average Toe, 50 we just
g0 into wotking with them knowing that
they have been oppressed.”

Since all children make art, doing so as
an adult can transport one back to a time

when one’s attachment and understanding
of the world began. Minckley, however,
doesn’t force her clients to make art. First
sessions generally involve the creation of
a genogram on & Zoom whiteboard, which
displays an llustration of a person’s family
members based on colors. They then make
circles and connect lines that show further
connections, Minckley later sends this
genogram to clients so they can continue to
work on it in their spare time.

The art portion of the therapy session
takes about 10 minutes of the 50-minute
session. They talk through the genogram
with patients, and sometimes play calming
music duting the art making,.

“We don’t really care what it looks like,
but having a by-product of a therapy session
is having something someone can look at
[to help] remember what they were talk-
ing about,” Minckley said, noting how this
doesn't happen in talk therapy.

Minckley highlighted how humans have
engaged in the arts since evolution, like
singing, dancing, and cave drawings, Due
to social norms and repression, she said

JESS MINCKLEY
COURTESY PACIFIC ART THERAPY

people need to be reminded of what brings
them joy — and that Queer joy iz nesded.

“We'te doing world making here: making
aworld that {s full of Queer joy. It’s a pro-
cess, and [with the election and naugura-
tion], I think the focus has been extremely
weighted toward fear,” Minckley said.
“Fear kills joy. so an antidots iz to focuz on
... healing through pleasure, because we
can expetience joy by ourselves in a bath-
room stall on a break from work anytime
we want, but we forget that listening to a
song on Spotify helps improve ourlight ”

Since access to care rernaing a challenge
for many, Minckley enconrages people to
connect with various social prograrms, like
Peer Seattle, which is provides “peer emo-
tional support and development services
to the LGBTQ community impacted by
addiction, mental health and/or HIV?*

“It's unfortunate, because the discipline
is relatively new and thus it’s not com-
pletely accepted, althongh the winds of
change are coming,” Minckley said.
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Comedian, opera singet, and RuFaul's
Dwvag Race winner Maonét 2 Change iz
btinging het coming-af-age story to the
MNeptune Theatre this January, The ons-
warnah show, Life Be Lifin', will inspire
laughter ome minte and bring tears the
next.

Written by Mondt (who asked to be
referred 1o by het sags name) and dirscted
by prominert Ssattle drag quesn BenTr-
el.allreme, 1t will towr the US and Canada
from Fan. 9to Feh 2.

“T wrantmy Seattle folk to corme out to the
show and szl that bitch out!” Monét told
the SR

“This show talks about me finding; my
vaice,” she sad, *“whether that was an expe-
rienes jetking offin 2 bassment with school
friends or getling broken up with in a Cay

RTS & ENTERTAINMENT

bar. O st the tigtnarole of goinge through
college ag an 18-ysar-old kid [and] finally
bacoming an adult and collecting STDs. 1
kind oftalk aboutall efit.”

Mondl's firdh wenturs into one-wernan
productions was Call e Bw Monsr, a drag
show performedin New Vark City and later
wotldwids She said Life Be Lifin’ 12 differ-
ent: roore intentional and thousht-oud, She
credited BenDelalreme for helping her
streamlins het thoughts and craft the nat-
rative ofher Lifs

“Tt ebbe and fiows beamfully, and 1t%s
ernaotional, funry, and witty,” Monét sad.
“T guess my inspiration belund this was to
tell a little more of my story, about how 1
foumnd roy o e

One topic she touches upen 15 Juser
youth whe may be strugsling with being

S MONET X CHANGE

Monét X Change’s Life
Be Lifin’ tour kicks off in
SeattleonlJan. 9

BY AISHA MISEAH

theit authenbic selves Monét empha-
zized that whils there is pressure for pen-
pla 1o come out and “Just be ywou,” no ons
ackneowledges how much work it takes, and
how hard it can be for some

“Everyone cornes inta theit avn and to
their inderstanding of themselves di ffer-
ently, at their own pace and timne Tve never
subscribed to the notion that everions
should ‘Just do it now, giel, just come out,
let the world know’ Like, no, that means
different things for different people”
M mét said.

Albuns

*onét released her R&R album, Grey
Rainbow Vol I, in May, With the latest
Spotify W apped recently, Monét saw hun-
dreds efthousands of people strearmng her

SGN ENGAGEMENT EDITOR

COURTESY MOMNET % CHANGE

i, and even made it to sorme listener™s
top artists.

“I'tn not sameons who comes from a bg
label. T don't have any machine behind me.
T just literally make muse and put it out
there, "When anyone listens to me far hun-
dreds of mimrtes o of the year, I think
that’s really cool. Tlows ssengrthat ?

She revealed that her next album, Grey
Rairkow Val 2, will he relsazed in the
speing of 2025, almast 2 year after the
first It will contrast the cortemplative and
reflective sourd of the first through a tonal
shift: more upbeat, looseningits shouldsrs,
and lettingiteslf dance,

Tickets for Life Be Lifin' are currently
an sale af Bitpsstneinobs assedwiif.col
mangi-x-change-lve.

i 1 ALBURM ART

22  SGN

JANUARY 2025

CELEBRATING 51 YEARSI



With a face like hers, Heather Shaw was
kot to do comedy. The standap parfor mer
always shared an uncanny likeness to the
legendary comic Jim Carrey. At sight
vears old, friends and family pointed our
the regemblance. “As 2 kid, Tim Carrev’s
somedy meovies wers huge i my life, 20
they probably were an inspiration, which is
itonic she told the SGA. "Bt Tve always
wanted to do standup”*

Dieapite the physical similarities, Shaw's
ongtage presence differs significantly.
“He's super physical. I have some physi-
cal acts, bt T dow’t do imitations” she gaid.
*1 just look lilke that goy* Shavw desoribes
her reutines as “goofw” whichean be simi-
lar to Carrey, but unlike his standup from
the *30s and *90s, Shaw leans more on

A higher degree
of healthcare.
For everyone.

At UW Medicine, you can always
expect to be treated with dignity
and respect while receiving
the highest quality care.

We understand that creating
a supportive and inclusive
environment is an essential part
of healthcare for our
LGETQ+ patients.

expanded one-liners,

Shaw 1z also not afraid to get dirty on
gtage. "T'm goofw a little dark, dirty,
unhinged” she said. Comedians with
more risqué acts are sometimes pressured
to clean it up. But Shaw'smost successinl
when she stays true tohersalf .

She found that there’s a right way to do
dirty joles, and mest eisthet white dudes
haverft fisured that out yet. "If you're
gonna do those kinds of jokes, you've gotto
bea elever about it or funny? she said.

Shaw started her career a decade ago in
Crlands, Florida, which she describes as
“hell on earth.” “That state should sinl”
she zaid “It’s a decent oity to come up in,
but there’s only so much you can do there.
It’s not like New York or Léy or even Austin

UW Medicine

uwmedicine.org

s

e

éshian Jim Carrey

BY LINDSEY ANDERSON
L SGN STAFF WRITER,

now.* 8he did as much comedy as she could
in Crlande’s scene befors tonring aronnd
the country.

Degpite starting her career in homepho-
bic states, Shaw hasn't experienced mush
homephobia on the comedy scene, “There
are funny Gay people that don’t get cppot-
tumities, of theyra ovarlooksd, but not me,
personally” she said. "Tve been able 1o
gkate by, because the gnysthink I'm a suy
and the women thinkPm a woman It's like
T get to play both sides?

A TikTok star and hex future

Shaw's carser exploded on TikTok when
ghe started posting pandemic videos olaim-
ing to be Carrey’s illegitimate daughter.
*Iwas so bored, and I waz like, T'm just

gonna convince TikTok that T'm Jim Car-
retrs long-lost daughter™

“That wag the joke, and pecple took it
zeriously, solhad to be like, Tazt kidding,
don't sue me/” she gaid. *That’s really what
catapulted [my career] into being able to
tenar and do sherws and sall tickess =

Unliks Carrey, Shaw's sticking with
standup for the time-being although she's
open to the possibility of making it ontothe
bigzcreen.

Sheow will perform at the Spokane Com-
edy Club on Jonuary 22 ot 7 pom and the
Laughs Comedy Club in Seastle on Janu-
@y 23 at 8 pum,
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Having entered the new year, we find
curselves once again conadering Mew
Year's resolutions. Many farmiliar inten-
tints are back: soingto the zyrmnmots regu-
larly, advancing our careers, improving
out dist, deepening mindfilness, ot finally
picking.up that creative project wee been
dreaming about. These ate all worthwhile
znals—no doubt about it

Eut what if, this year, we aimed bayand
tracitional notions of sel farnpe overnent and
focused on strensthening the vary ¢omm-
ruty that sustains ug?

For thoss ofus in Seattle, 2025 arrives at
a time marked by both progress and pro-
found challenges We celebrate hard-won
rights and greater visibility, yet these vie-
tories ¢ gexi st with unsettlingtrends: rising
isolation, mental health strugsdes, and new
forrns of imternal division Whils we honor
how far we'vs corns, 1t vital to recogimze
the fractures that have opensd up among
ug, the loneliness lingsring at our gather-
ings, and the unhealthy coping mecha-
rusms mary of us still rely on 15 we touly
want a better year ahead, we need resolu-
tions that champion collective well-bang,
affirrn identity, and prioritize meaningful
connection o shallow validatian.

Starkrealities and sobering statistics

According to the Trevor Project’s 2023
TS Mational Survey on the Meartal Health
of LGBTO) Young Peopls, 41% of LGETO

. o
(1
GBTOQ+ ¢

youth seriously considered attempting sui-
cide in the previgus year. More than half
who wanted mental health care couldnt
get it Bewet than 40% found their homes
affirming Mearly ons in three said their
mental health was poot mast ot all of the
timne due to anbi-LEET palicies and rhet-
atic.

These are not abstract fisutes, they rep-
regent young people — frisnds, siblings,
neghbors — feeling unwelcome, unheard,
andunloved right in o rudst.

Thiz crigis im't confined to vouth The
U5 surgean general warns of 2 nationwids
“loneliness spidemic,” and men — Gay
men n parhicular — often report strugs
ging with isolation and a lack of <lose
frisndships. A growing mmber have few
or no confidants. In Gay male ¢ommini-
ties, loneliness 15 often waorsened by dat-
ing apps that prize physical attraction
over emational bends, and by internal-
ized homophobia that leads some to form
superficial merarchies. Thisisalation fiuels
depression, anxisty, and even ancidal ids-
atinn.

The data make il clear we're facing a
mental health smergency that demands c ol -
lectiveintervention,

Examining the “Gay ‘mean girl®

epidemic*

Compounding thess challenges iz what
same call the “Gay ‘mean &il” spidaimic”

lutions that build us up:
and hopedl

| '.
LY

Certain social citcles — particularly
amoeng Gy men — mirrar =xclusionary,
manipulative bshaviors associated with
“mean gitls” in popudar cwlture, Instead
of solidarity, these cliques spread rumars,
indulge in bady shaming, and sz=k status
at others’ expense. Social media amplifies
this dynarme, Mrning human beings into
curated avatarsto beranked and judeed

Eeing excluded or targeted by your own
ooty can be devastating: Spaces that
should feel likes havens instead becoms
battlleprounds of insscurity, leaving many
feeling even mors isolated,

The roots of this behavior run desp, often
stermnng from imternalized homopho-
bia and the scars left by growing up in a
witld that shamed LOBTOH identitiss
A a resull, same by to reclaim worth by
wielding the very tools of sxclusion that
onesrnargnalized them Thiscycle of hurt
obstructs the path to genune conneclion
andhealing

Why affirmation and inchosion matter

more than sver

Thesze hardsnps underscare 2 fundamen-
tal point: affirmation isn™ just nice — it’s
lifesaving When Chieer wouth have their
identities validated at horne and at school,
rates of micidal ideation dectease. When
Cray men form friendships grounded in
empathy rather than appearance, mental
he alth oute omes imnprovs, Compassion and
zolidarity are power ful antidotes to de spair.

Seattls, known for progresave valuss
and vibrant cultural scenes, should sapsve
ag a model of incluawve affirrmation We
hawve a robust Oueer history, a thriving arts
¢ orruty, and orgamzations dedicated
to advocacy and support et even hers,
many feel adrift, “The Seattls freeze’ a
term for percerved social aloofness hers,
canintersect with Cluserisclation Lo creals
emotional bartiers Too often, digtal con-
nectivily fails to translate into meaningfial,
face-n-face support. We yearn for a sense
ofbalongingthat can't be measured inlikes
or filtered selfies.

Laarning from the past

Thar community’s struggles with exclu-
sion aren’'t new. Historically, Queer bars,
coffeshousss, and comrournty centers
setved as sarctuariesin a hostile world. Vet
these havens also mirtored societal preju-

dices. Racigm, transphaobia, ableismm, age-
1zm, and classism zeeped into our spaces,
fracturing unity. Hisrarchiss based on
masculitiity, youth, and *passing” privilegs
have long marginalized thess wha dor’t fit
anarraw ideal,

Etill, we have alegacy of resilience and
regigtance From the activists at Stonewall
to those who organized duting the AIDS
crisigandtoday’s advocates for Trans rights
and racial justics, we've repeatedly chosen
salidarity over division Ratnernberingthis
history helps us ervision a futurs where
we consciously disrnantls the barriers that
keep us apart

Turning awarsness into action:

Resolutions for 2025

How do we turnrecoppiilion ints tangible
chang=? How do we snswes that 2025 st
another year of merely acknowledming
problams without addresang them? Con-
sider these resolutions as starting points,
not rigd rules They offer pathwrays toward
collective srnpowernsnt, smotional well-
heing and authentic connection

1.  Resolve toshow vp in person: Put
down the phone and step into com-
munity spaces Attend forums ab
Cray City, wisit Lambert House's
youth events, join 2 workshop at
Tngersoll Gender Certer, of browss
Qussr Litsraturs at Elliott Bay Book
Company. Discover the Seattls
Cuser Filrm Pestival, or vist galler-
ies highlighting LGRTOH artists
Face-to-face presence fosters trust
and reminds us that we are more
than profiles and follower counts.

1. Resobwe to listen and validate: Ak
genuine questions and listen with-
out judpgnent. Whether supporting
a Trans friend arpious about anti-
LGBTO legislation or cormfurting
a Gay man feeling excluded by his
peers, ampathy iransforms isolation
into belonging Consider joining a
pesr suppert group, attendinga body
positivity workshop, or srmply hav-
ing despet comversations over coffee,
Listening costs nething wat yiekls
profound changs,

3. Resolwe to affirm identities and
resist sterectypes: Use correct
proncuns, challstige racist or trans-
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phobic jokes, and celebrale diverse
body types. If you senzeinternalized
biases — such as dimmissing some-
one who deesn’ fil conventional
beauty normns — acknowledgs and
unlearn them. Affirmation means
recognizing the full spectrum of
LGBTOH expetiences, including
thaose radically different from youwr
O

4. Resolve to confront the “DMean
Girl* mindset; If you s=e possp,
sharrung, or status-driven crushy,
speak 1p. Challenge the notion that
supetficial popularity matters more
than kindness. Ask yoursslf Are
mry social behaviors inclusive or
excluave? Tro 1 zeek validation by
belittling others? Such reflection can
break habits that fuel wnnecessary
division.

5. Resolve to voluntesr and men-
tor: Give back fo the comumnity
Wolunteer at nonprofits supporting
LEETOH+ hemeless youth, become
a mertor through local prograrms, or
host inchisive sacial svents Direct
action can mend the very wounds
we've opened. By lifting others up,
we alga lift oursslves.

& Resolve to advocate for policy
and cultoral change: Show up at
city council meetings, writs op-ads,
support organizations fighting for
LOGBTOH rights, and insist oninglu-
ave curticula in schools. Systarnc
changss — Bmding mental health
services, ranforcing antibullying
policies, supporting gender-affirm-
inghealthears — create an environ-
et whers everyone can thrive

7. Resolwe to seek and offer help: If
youw're struggling, reaching out for
professional support 15n°t weakness
—it’s courage. LEETOH-affrming
therapists, online support groups,
and lacal resources can help. Also,
keep an eye on friends who may be
auffering in silence, A simple “The
been thinking sbout you. Heow are
you haldingup?” can opan a ctucial
lifeline.

Eethinking nightlife: The sober-

curious movement and beyond

For penerations, the Gay bar functioned
as our culbural epicenter — often the frst
place we found our tribe Vet times are
changing Gay bars are closing in many
cities, and Queer nightlife is svolving
Whle sorne larnert theseclosurss aslosing
essential safe spaces, others notsthat margy

Cheer people strugele with substance use
at higher rates than their cisgender, hetera-
semual peers. The sober-curious movement
prompts us to askif the bar should remain
cenfral to o social life

Recent data fromthe Centers for Dissase
omtrol and Prevention show that “exces-
sive drinking™ accounted for one in five
deaths arnong Amearicans aged 20-4%. Sub-
stance abuss disorders are all too cornmon
in our cornrmnity, linked to intetnalized
shamns, stress, and the long-standing tradi-
tion of equatingmightlife wath bars. While
these vahuss once provided refuze from
dizetimination, they alze normalized the
idea that we nesdedintoxicationta connsct
of EXpress owselves

Ag gome Gay bars close, new sober
spaces and ¢ ornrmumity-orientad alterna-
tives arise elsewhers: Quesr-owned coffes
shops, saber hangouts, commumty centers,
and wellness siudios that celebrate 1dentity
without relving on acohal ar drugs. Bom
LA’z Cuties caf to GMHC in Mew Tork
and Berlin's Village, theze spotz emphasize
presence, vulnerability, and mufual sup-
part,

Hers in Seattle, might Capital Hill —
long a hub of LGBTOH roghtlife — con-
sidar creating a dedicated seber commu-
nity space, a place whets we can relax,
corverse, and el affirmoed without the
pressure o drink?

Embracing these alternatives dossn't
et ase the importance of bars. Mightlife will
always be intepral to Quesr culturs. et
it's vital to acknowledze that not evarvons
thrives in a bar smvironment, and many
saek healthuer relationships wath their bod-
ies and minds. Divers fying our options, in
Capatol Hill and beyond, reflects 2 matur-
ing community — one that understands
rmltiple pathways to belongne sxist and
that sober or substancedighl spaces canbe
az vibrant and e ssential as tracktional night-
life.

Addressingshams and moving toward

healing

Therapists who work with LGETO+ ¢li-
ants aften stress the nead to canfiomnt shatmne
head-on. We can't amply replace shame
with pride and hope it fades Trus healing,
requires naming sharme, talking about if,
and witnsssing others do the same. Com-
runity dialegues — whether 1n support
oups, workshops, o casual gatherings —
dizgolwe shatme by bringine itinte the light

For those drugsing with substances,
varions approaches exist, Some find harm
reduction methods affective; others nead
abstinence-based programs and 12-step

mestings. Mo single method fils everyone
Mormalizingopen discussions about addic-
tion, recowery, and mental health enc oue-
ages more of us to s=ck support. Affirm-
ing that pleasurs, love, and selfworth can
be found without mrmbing agents breaks a
harmfil cycle and helps us embrace health-
1&r, mmore authentic lives,

Telling our stories, calebrating our

strengths

Art, film, literature, and performance
rernain powerful tools for comrmmity heal -
ing Seattle’s arts scene teams with Quesr
writers, poets, filmemakers, dancers, and
paintets who captuee our striesles and ti-
urophs. By engagne with their wotk, we
celebrate diverss experiences and rermasmn-
ber that we are not alons.

Fromindis films at festivals to zines fa-
turing: disabled Cueer voices, from drag
shows that defy gender norms to podoasts
in which Trans activists shars their jow-
neys, cultiural production affitms that our
differences are strengths. We learn that
viulnerability is not weakness and authen-
ticity trumnps superficial conforrty.

Ensuring lasting change: Making

resclutions stick

Easolutions often fade by Bebruary How

do we enaurs that our community-focussd
© ammitinents endurs?

&« Accountability partners can help:
Pair up with friends who share your
gnals of inclusivty and conmection
Check in monthly: “How have we
stand up far inclusvity? What have
we done to foster authentic connec-
tions?

+  Set measprable soals: Attend one
camnrmnity evert 3 mornth, volunteer
quatterly, or donate to a Trans vouth
fund once a year. Concrete aclions
transform intertions into reality.

«  Allow for reflection and adapta-
tiom: Iflaree events irigger anxisty,
opt for smaller mestups or ons-on-
one comversations, Share pesources
widely and let your resolulions
eyalve ag you learn mote about the
c omnrmnity's needs

& Cealebrate progress: Acknowl-
edee whetl a friend finds a Quees-
affirming therapist, when harm-
ful chques dissalves, or when 2 new
sober comrnunity Space Opens
Recopmizing these wins fusls hops

Ernvisioning a more compassionate
2025 and beyond
Imagine a Seattle where LGBTO+

spacas feel germmunely welcoming and
affirrming A ety where newly out teenag:
ers easily find etnpathetic mentars, where
Ciay men form friendships beyond body
shaming and whers Trans and Nonbinary
people confidently lead Picture a com-
munity that valuse vulnerability over per-
fection, smpathy over status, and diverse
sxpressions of gender and sexuality over
nartow archetypes.

This vision acknowladgses ot ¢ amplex
histary — thabars that saved lives even as
they sometirmes reinforced harmful norms,
the activism that advanced rizhis but l=ft
sorne behind, and the prids that coexists
with shame. It honaors thase wha overc ame
substancs abuss, those who found new
ways to cornect, and those stull ssarching
for solid ground.

By centering our 2025 resolutions on
comrmumty care, intersectional under-
standing, and mental health suppert, we
reclaimm the core purposs of ¢omrmnity:
to suppoet one anothet in adwversity, cel-
ebrate authenticity, and ensure no one
stands alone. Thisiar't just about surviving
another year —it's about thriving, cherish-
ing qur collective resilisnce, and sxpanding
haw we come together,

A gwe revize qur personal resolutionliste,
let’s add “show up for athers™ “thallenge
xclusion,” “listen without judssnent,” and
“create spaces for all”® By weaving these
¢ anrrittnents into our daily lives, we push
back against isolation, cynicismn, and far
In doing 2o, we puarantes that our com-
munity remains a place where healing
growth, and love ars not the sxesption but
theruls

I embracing these resolutions, we honot
the lepacies of thass who fought for our
right to live openly and proudly. We prove
wa deserve 2 warld whers every LGB T+
person — regardless of age, race, body
type, gender identity, ability, or saciceco-
nomic status — can find genuine comro-
nity, fzel supportzd, and know they are
never alone,

L GETQI+ subnetwork crisis/support

line

The 988 Lifeline has a specialized line
for Lesbian, Cay, Bisenual, Transpender,
Chuesr of questioning, Intersex, Asexual,
and Two-Spirit teens and young adults aped
13-24

Tao commect with a crisis coumselor who
can provide LOBRTOIAZS+ affirmning
suppart, ¢all, text, or chat Y88 and choose
option 3.

Enow YOU ARE NOT ATONE,
though itmay feel that way samnstimes
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Can-Can'zs Wonderland
Date: Thuraday, Trecemnber 26- January 5
Time: 6300320 pan.
Venue: CanCan Culinary Cabaret,
S5 Fite 5t, Seattle, WA
Admizsions: $64.00 - $799.00

Celsbrate the holidays a5 our cast of
professional patformets swing from the
chandelisrs into a show full of classc
beauty and flirtati ous artistry

Falzettos and Sunsets
Date: Erday, Tanuary 2
Time: T-530pm
Wenue: Theater Puget Sound,
The Arnory, 305 Harrison St Seattls, WA
Admissions: $10.00 - $25.00

Falsettos and Sunsets is the stary of
Richard Begaldix and Ceorge Lamps,
a pair of cartoomy guys who fall in lowe
and stumble through the waotld of paly-
amoery with autrageous physical comedy,
startling emotional honesty, and slap-
stick existential ¢ onfusion

MOTH StorySLAM LIVE @

Fremont Abbey

Date: Saturday, Famuary 4

Venue: Framont Abbey Arts Center,

4772 Framont Ave North, Seatiles, Wa
The Moth StorySLAM is an open-rmic

storytelling competition in which any-

one can share a true, personal, S-mimie

story on the roght's theme,

Wet City Wine-as:
Wine Tasting hasted by Ricei Armani
and Joe Dombrawski
Date; Sahurday, Fanuary d -3
Time: 1030 pm
Venue: Madarne Lou's,
2505 Lat Ave, Seattls, WA

Cohested by Riccl Armani and Joe
Drombrowski, we'tes btinging the vibey
wine bar to Madame Lous. Laughs and
libationg with wine selaction facugad on
small-production, natural, and wuogque
Wines

Kimberly Akimbo
Date: Tussday, Fanuary 7-12
Venue: Paramownt Theatre,
1 Pine 5, S=attle, Wa

A new rousical about g owing up and
erowang old Yin ne particular ardert),
Kimberly Akarrbo 15 the wanmer of 5 Tony
Awvards including BEST MUSICAL.

Tim Matheson
Data: Tuesday, Famary 7
Time: 720 p.m,
Yenue: The Triple Diaor,

Can-Can's Wonderland - Decemhber26-January b

Matt Shevrin

and the Jazz French Horn All-Stars

Date: Wednesday, Janua v 8

Timee: 720 pm

Yenue: The Roval Room,

SO Rainier Ave South, Seattle, WA
Fazz Brench horrost Matt Shevrin will

be joinsd by a talented moup of all-star

players forthis special performarc s,

SWEAT - A Charli XCX Inspired
TDance Party
Date: Friday, January 14
Time: 3pm
Yenue: Meumos,
415 EFike B, Seatile, WA
Admissions: $5.00- $10.00

Meumos FPresents SWEAT - A
CHARLL HCH INZPIRED DANCE
PARTY Playing Music By Charli, Troys,
Kir, Rina, and Moral

GOTH GF 4 GOTHGE:

Sapphic Goth Night

Drate: Saturday, Fanuary 11

Time: pm-2am

Yenue; AsylumTallective,

118 SmzhJack zon Strast B, Seattls, Wi
Safs space all frnroe & quesr goth

night in a haunted pink werne in the Seat-

tle Underground

Railroad Ink Drag Night:
A night of drag, games, and comnmnity
Drate: Saturday, Fanuary 11
Time: 7-11pm.
Yenue: Seattle, WA
Admissions: §10.00 - }30.00

Foin s for an evening of trains and
treats in patthership with PAR's Dirag
Across the Bridge and Sound Tranat's
East Link Light Raill

Luvvly Speed Dating
In-Person First Dates
Bisezval ¢ Ages 2535 « Seattle
Date: Sunday, Fanuary 12
Timee: 4-6pm.
Venue: Tapster,
1011 Valley Strest, Seattle, WA
The newr and better way to spaed date.
Follow personalized notification's sent to
ol phone giuding you the ough 2 mix of
firgtdates

"Seattle Gay News Celéhrates 501"

Exhibit at WwWU

Date: Opeming Reception, Jarmary 14, 3-7

pm (Ongoang Farmary 13 o Bebruary 20.)

Venue: Western Washington Univwersity's

WViking Union Gallery

518 Hugh 5t., Bellingharn, WA
Thisexbubit celebrates the S0-yeat his-

Schuyler Bailar Presents
"He/She/They: How We Talk About
Gender and Why It Matters'
Date: Thursday, Fanuary 18
Tinpe: 7-820pam.
Venue: Seattls, WA

Jon us to hear ingpirational speaker
and author Schuylsr Bailar discuss his
book "He/She/They: How We Talk
Abog Gender and Wiy It Matters”

TWITNESS: Nate Gowdy'sLens

Date; Thursday, Famary 18

Time: 5-%pm.

Wenue: SpectrumbBine Art,

1411 34th Avenue, Seattle, WA
WITNESS: Mate Gowdy's Lens on

Famuary 6th, 2021 examines the Capitol

inswrection as a theater of chaos and

conviction. Bxhibil on display 1/%-2/15

The Moth StorySLAM & ELOEDEL
HATL, ST MARK'S CATHEDRAT.
Data: Briday, January 17
Time: Bpim
Yenue; 51, Mark's Episc opal Cathedral,
1245 1th Ave B, Seattls, WA

The Math StorySLANM i3 an open-tic
sorytelling competition in which any-
one can share a trus, psrsonal, S-rmmts
sory onthe night's theimes

Bachata and Salsa:
Class & Social Dancing
w/ (ueerchata Seatle
Date; Saburday, Jammary 18
Time: 6-10pm.
Venue: Certury Ballroomm,
415 E Pine Strest, Seattle, WA
Eachata and Salsa dancing wath your
favarite quesrs.

Kidstock! An Arts Celebrationfor
Kids and Families
Drata: Saturday, Jarmary 18
Time: %30 am
Venue: Edmonds Canter for the Arts,
A1{tdth Ave N, Edmonds, WA

This fres, full-day arts celsbration is
desiphed for farmlies with choldren of all
ages, ard fBatures a variety of live music
par formanc &5, arts sducatim workshaps,
and activities forkids

Creepy Gathering for People who want
to Fallin Love
Date: Sunday, Jarmary 19
Time: 530 pm
Venue: Ballard Homestead,
6341 Fones Avwe NW, Seattle, WA
Ars you a frving amazing person
who just wants to meet anothet Y *ing

WITNESS: MNate Gowdy's Lens - January 18

Painting the Town Red,

A MLE Tray tribute

1o the music of Billis

Date: Manday, January 20

Timee: 7.3 pam.

Venue: The Raoyal Roormn,

SO0 Rainiar Ave South, S=attls, WA
Listeners can expect selections from

Haliday's illustrions career, in a fit-

ting: celebration of both Heliday's Life

ard work, and the legacy of D, Martin

Luther Fang J

Luvvly Speed Dating

{ueer Men » Ages25-45 ¢ Seattle

Drate; Tuesday, anary 21

Time: 7-Bpm

Venue: Seattle Cider Compary,

4 860 0o Avenue South, Seattls WA
The new and betler way to spaed date

Followpersonalized notification's sert ta

wout phane gindingyou through a mox of

first dates

Celébrating LGBT QLA+ Individuals
in Games Mizer
Date: Friday, January 24
Time: 6-9 poin.
Yerue: 5501 Lakeview Diive,
Kirkland, Wi

A game industey rixer for indie devel-
opers, games industry students, AAA
zame developers, and all sorts of game
industey professionals|

Dungeons & Drag Queens
Date: Friday, Jarmuary 24
Yemue: The Crocodile,
2505 First Awennae, Seattle, WA
Admissions: $27.50

Hear ve, hear ye, theydies and gentle-
thety Described as "fntasy and hilar-
ity ona magical journey” by the South
Seaitle Ewercaild, drag queetis of the
bard, dnud, and paladin variety will play
the legendary tabl etop pame of monsters
and mavherm in this recusring show

218 Union Street, Seatile, Wa tory of the SGN, decumenting the his- amazing person? This event iz for youl For more events
Tim Matheson takes to the stage to tory of anewspapet that startedin March Wamma know what it would look like visit SGN's online
share lis stories and sxperiences from 1974, reparting on atts, culturs, health, if an artist came up with an antidots to
his extranedinary life—both in front of politice and civil rights related to ths cruise-y bar scenes and soulless dating i
and behind the carmera. LGRTOH eommuity. apps? Corne find outl cnmmunltycalendar
26 SGN JANUARY 2025 CELEBRATING 51 YEARSI



LADY LIKE
PVOD (Jan. 3)

The underdog docurnentary Lady Like
makes several Interesting creative chojces
throughout its brief &7-minate running
time. This helps ground the biographjcal
lock at the ljife and times of RuPanlls Drag
Race season 14 runner-up Lady Camden
(aka Rex Wheeler) in universally accessi-
ble emations that are thankfully authentic,
Ttalso makes it something of a shame that
the film never resonates as fully or az inti-
mately as director Luke Willis inarguably
Intends.

Still, this is a divertingly arresting spec-
tacle of glitz, glam, and perseverance. Nar-
rated by fellow Drag Race alumna Nina

jtively imaginative Lady Like bio
drags Lady Camden into the spotlight

BY SARA MIGCHELLE FETTERS
SGN STAFF WRITER

West and utilizing heartfelt interviews
with Camden/Wheeler, solidly realized
reenactments of the drag superstar’s North
London childhood (centered on a lovely
performance by youngster Shiloh Brody-
Clarke), and pleasantly inspired animated
sequences, Willis pulls out all the stops to
document his subject’s life story. It’s hard
to imagine that fans of the long-running
cormpetition program won't walk away
from this doc feeling a sense of edified
exhilaration.

The best bits are the gegments where
Rex dizensses his love of dance, most
notably his time at Londen’s Koyal Ballet
School and subsequent work as a dancer
and choreographer for the Sacramento Bal-
let. There's palpable joy there, and when

these remembrances are coupled with the
flashbacks to the artist as a child, most of
these stories hit home with genuine, heart-
felt eloguence. Add in the tragic death of
Rex’s older brother, and there’s a mountain
of mowing material for viewars to fervently
ascend.

All of which malkes jt frustrating that
Willis refuses to dig toofar beneath the sur-
face. He also regurgitates the same mate-
rial multiple times, creating a record that
keeps repeating itself. The director allows
for the bejeweled razzmatazz of Rex's drag
mmecess az Lady Camden to overwhelm the
proceedings far too often. Thiz undercuts
the dancer's achievements as they face the
raw personal tragedies and roadblocks they
valiantly strfve to overcome. It also makes

COURTESY LADY LIKE

the eventual herolc catharsis of the flm’s
final sequences reverberate with far less
authority than they should have possessed.

But there iz an unavoidable warmth and
tenderness to the documentary that I hap-
pily rezponded to. Rex is a dynamic per-
former, and it's easy to see (sspecially as
someone who rather despizes Drag Race)
why he became a popular fan-favorite. If
nothing else, T could easily see someons
transforming Lady Like into an amalgam
of rousing, crowd-pleasing, feature-length
entertainment like (the admittedly dated)
Crutrageous!, Billy Elliot, Step Up, ot The
Adventures of Priscilla, Queen of the Des-
ert. I'd buy a ticket, and I'm sure I'm not the
only one,

Bland Kraven competently
goes through the comic

book antihero motions

BY SARA MICHELLE FETTERS
SGN STAFF WRITER

KRAVEN THE HUNTER
Theaters

The good news about Sony’s latest
attsmpt to transform one of its Spider-Man
rogue’s gallery of villains, Kraven (the
Huntet), into 2 viable cinematic antihero
Is that the finished film fsn’t that bad. The
prablem s, ['s not that good either. This
superpowered comic book origin story
oould easily be mistaken for the dictionary
definition of *meh”

Too competently made to be summar-
ily dismissed yet much too rudimentatily
paced, staged, and plotted to be consis-
tently enjoyable, this R-rated spectacle
ingtead [s Instantly forgettable. Honestly?
[think that's worze than if it had besn an
outright disaster Maybs then there would
have been something interesting to talk
about.

Sergel Kravinoff (Aaron Taylor-Tohn-
son) iz the son of the notorious Russfan-
botn gangster MNikolai Kravineff (Russell
Crowe). After being mauled by a glant
African lion and saved by a mystical
potion, teenage Sergei leaves home — and
his half-brother Dmitri Smerdyakov (Fred
Hechinger) — in the middle of the night,
determined to be nothing like his deviously
mutdetons father,

Fastforward a ljttle over a decade. The

voung man has reinvented himself as
Kraven, aka The Hunter, a notorious assas-
sin who patiently stalks and kills members
of the criminal underworld. The saving [s
that once you are on his list, you only get
off itwhen you're dead.

Thiz doesn’t sit well with a different Rus-
sian evildoer, Aleksel Sytsavich (Alessan-
dto Nivela), aka The Rhino. He kidnaps
Dimitel, knowing Kraven will do whatever
he has to to save baby bro's life, This will
make the hunter vulnerable to assassina-
tion himself, and Aleksel has the perfect
weapon to do the deed: a trickster hitman
known only as The Forafgner (Christopher
Abbott).

The film also stars West Side Story Oscar
winner Ariana DeBose ag alawyer Kraven
anlists to aid him in tracking down ths nas-
tiest of the nasty She’s also the one who
anonymously fed him the tonic that saved
hislife backin Africa when they were teen-
agers. But DeBose has precious little to do
other than to give Taylor-Johnzon a never-
ending series of stupefied looks, hint that
she’s sornething of an archery protégé, and
confidently strut down the streets of Lon-
donand afrigid Russian forestasif making
her way down a Paris catwalk. Saying she’s
wasted [san obvious understatement.

But director J.C. Chandor (Al Is Lost,
A Most Viclent Year) iz a solid filmmaker,

and the same goes for the primary writer on
the project, Richard Wenk (The Egualizer
teilogy). Are there any surprizes? No. But
does it all still make sense, move reason-
ably well, and rately insult the collactive
intelligence of the audience? On that front,
the answer 1za laudable yes.

As for the technjcal aspects, the CG
effects augmenting the on-screen mayhem
are a decidedly mixed bag: Nivola’s trans-
formation into The Rhino and the subse-
quent motion-capture work jg top-notch,
while the rest often looks like excised foot-
age from one of Sony’s second-tier PS3
video games, But Chandor refuses to lst the
technology overwhelm the action. He reljes
more upon the picture’s talented stunt team
than any of the elements generated insidea
computer. This {ssomething I wholeheart-
adly applaud.

Alas, i's not enough. The heart bealing
at the center of the narrative iz made out
of papier méach&, not muscle, tissue, and
blood, Every emotion {s melodramatically
phoned in. There is no tension. Scenes
of brotherly bonding go nowhere, and if
there’s supposed to be alove story blossom-
ing between Taylor-Johnson and DeBose,

RTESY KRAVEN

all involved forgot to provide the narrative
pollination that could have helped it germi-
nate. This iz paint-by-numbers stuff, and
while the finished produet locks reazonably
okay, {t’s not azif anyone will be rushing to
hang itupin the Louvre.

Prn unfamiliar with the comic book ver-
sion of Kraven created by Stan Lee and
Steve Ditko {n 1967, but T do know he did
nothave superpowers, The man was justan
extramely talented big-game hunter who
stalked Spider-Man and considered him the
ultimate prey. I know there are legal rea-
sons between Sony and Marvel that didn’t
allow for that story to be told, but it's still
hard not to jmagine that scenario would
have been far more interesting than the one
showcased here.

Funnjer still, Crowe's performance is
mch that you san almost believe he's in that
version of Kraven the Hunter and not this
one. This makes Nikolai the most interest-
ing character [n this whole darn thing, But
it also means he’s in a very different film
than everyone else, one I'd rather be watch-
ing, instead of the one T was stuck twid-
dling my thumbs through.
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Thereis anealy moment in writer-cirec-
tor Tane Schoenbrun's [ Saw fhe TV Glow
that parmanently burned itself into oy
peyche Cusstioning seventh-grader Owen
(Tan Foreman) is parlicipating in ons of
thoss gym sxercises whets the sntirs class
whips a parachute 1nto the air and they all
st down in awe undernsath the concawe
enclogurs they've craated, Thecolots area
zzries of pinks, blues, purples, and whites,
and as Orwen wanders with aimless indif-
fetete e — ar so it erroneoushy appeats —
it's¢lzar he's on theverpe ef anemetionally
dise anbabulating epiphany.

Thig scene 1z one of many from 2024
that's stuck with e A sroung gatl haz the
itnage of her mothet’s flery death burned
inte her irisss in Furbesa: A Mad Max
Saga A retired ralitary hand-to-hand
cornbat instructor and gizzlad aoall-town
polics chief stars one anether down in dual
showcases of committed farce in Rebel
Ridge A fiftyrsomething former movie star
turned aerobics instructor appliss and reap-
plies her maksup before succurnbingto suf
focating, internalized selfloathing born
from rigd societal beauly slandards she
belisves she can no longsr achisve in The
Substance A high-ranking cardinal in the
Catholic Church cradles an ezcaping turtle
as he panders wha should be the next pope
in Conclawe Thelist goeson and on

I nesded all of thess films For a moulti-
tude of reasons, this has little to do with
the theaters themselves. Escaping the pres-
sures of a fractured and disorienting social
and palitical climats wam't just beneficial,
it waz critical to maintaining my persenal
saroty, Social media was & cessponl of wit-
riol and misinformation. Mainstreamnews
zanewrached reprehensbls behaviors and
statements that went out of fashion in the
19405, all in the puraxt of ratings and sub-
actiber nurnbears that are no longer achiey-
able. All ofthis ard mors helped maks the
theater a petzonal sanctuary

The strangs part? This was a cinsmatic
year in which LGBTOH representation
(whether fictional natrative or featurs-
length docurnentary) was stronger, more
cormplex, and rmore mtellsctually cormnpel -
ling than at amy point in years, maybe ever
This was especialy trus when it cames to
Trans-related endeavors. Schoenbrun's [
Save the TV Glow, Vera Drew's The Pea-
ple’s Jokern, Dvev Patel's Monkey Man, Fosh
Cireenbaum’s Will & Harpen, Levan Akin's
Crosring, and Alics Maio Mackay's Car-
nage for Christmar wete st 4 Bw of the
Trans-fueled sories thal made a lasting
impression.

Put there’s more, Edward Berger's Con-
clave made hanosexuality and the Cathe-
lic Church a central facet ofits theolomeal

v%“bs-- of 2024:

E-

“I'saw the cinema glow
(and saw myself in the process)

BY SARA MICHELLE FETTERS
SGN STAFF WRITER

discussion, throwing in choice bon mats
about gender and intersexuality for sood
measurs, Acclaimed flmmaker Luca Gua-
dagine began 2024 with the exhilarat-
ing Challang s and concluded i with the
phantaamnagaric Cheeer. Other notable titles
include the broadly mainstream (Wiekead,
Mean Givls, Miller's Girl, and Carrp-On),
international spellbinders (Hardling the
Undead and Sebasiian), and rambunc tious
indie dardings (Drive-dway Dolls, Love
Lies Bleeding, Ponyhot, Bird, and My Old
Ass

Then thete is Melflix’s buzzy Emilia
Pérez. Acclmmed direcior Jacques Audi-
ard's audacious ruscal-theiller of pender
identity and moral rehabilitation recently
racked up ten Gelden Globe nominations
—ireludhneBest Proturs (Musical or Com-
edy) ared & groundbreaking nod for Katla
Sofia Gaszdn for Best Parformance by a
Female Actor in a Motion Picturs (hdus-
cal or Cornedy) — to go alang with itsfiwe
awards at the Cannes Flm Reatival, which
included the coveted Palre d'Cr

While I'm thrilled for the mltitalentsd
Gascdn, Emulia Pérez still was not for
me. I found its sarly ssctions (neluding a
spectacularly awful muscal number set 1n
2 Thai surgical center catering to Trans-
gender patients) to be deeply affensive, its
ceniral plot to be nothing more than one-
dirpensiona drivel, and its handling of
cormplex ismes telating to political cotrp-
t1om, infernational drug policies, and racial
inequities to be shockingy tane -deaf.

Evven though I'm certain the filmmakers
and actorstook onthsproject withthebest
of intentions, as positive Cussr — sspe-
cially Trans— reprezentationis concerned,
thisizn'tit Telt that Audiardinadvertently
suppartad the most heinous of rightwing
steraolypes instead of subvertingthem, and
it infuriated me seeing so mamy straight,
cisgender critics patting themsalves on the
back for celebrating this messy meonstros-
ity andmisconstruingits me ssagingas pro-
atessve wher it ansthing but.

Eut we're here to celebrats the best of
what I sawrin 20024, not the titles that drose
me 1up the proverbial wall (1 stopped deing
warst-of liztz a decads apn) Thankfully,
there was plenty to love, From the sorily
flzxible wonders of In 2 Vie lant Mafurs and
the cleverly retro romartic sparks of FleMs
fa the Moon, tothe DTY ranhunctioumess
of Hundreds of Beavers and the wide-open
Wedstn vidas of Horzons An American
Saga— Chapter 1 Teould talk all day about
titleg az varied as Strange Darling, The
Beast, Inside Cut 2, Thelma, Daddia, A
Complete Unknown, and The Ministry of
Ung entlemanly Warfare

Heck, even the battar-late thannever leg
acy zequel Baverly Hills Copr Axsl Ftick-
led mry furmy bone. While I adere the orga-
nal 1984 Eddi= Murphy classic as nmch as
anyons, 1 can't say that's a turn of events 1
SAWC QLN

Without furthet ade, hete ate my fen
favorite films of 2024, along with a few
additional titles I felt weete almost squally

ILLUSTRATION BY .

outst anding, coupled with five suiperior
documnentaries. Check sach and every one
of them out!

Top 18 films of 2424

1. [ Bave fhe TV (7l (Tane Schosnbrum)

T came out of the theater shell-shocked,
inspired, devastated, hopefil. But mast of
all s=en. Schoenbrum’s brilliant treatiss on
storytelling, nostalgsa, fartasy, fendship,
and identity is an all-time stunner,

2 Furizsar A Mad Max Sapa (Georgs
Miiller)

Miller doss it again, fearessly driw-
ingints the sand-drenched wilderness of
adystopian wasteland that's not neatly as
far remeved from our current reality as
wes'd all ke to belisve The ponzo Auzse
aubanr delivers an action-packed opeta of
gl f-determination that precious few could
have drearnt up, and sven feweer ¢ ould havee
crystalized into such a breathlessly kinstic
reality

3. Lowe Lies Bleeding (Ross Glass)

Love makes monsters out of saints and
sairts out of sinners i Glass's monumen-
tal achievement of nsonor body-bunlding
excess. Bd Harrs terrifies, Kristin Stewart
steals hearts, and rising newcomesr FKaty
{FErian trirphantly mesmerizesin a role
of such hereulean maje sty that het petfor-
mance will be dizsected, discusesd, sud-
12d, and fawned ower for generations to
fids) 48
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4. Ghostlighy (aAlex Thompson, Kelly
Orgullivan)

I'g a literal family affair for stars Keith
Kupferer, Tara Mallen, and Katherine Mal-
len Kupferar, a trio that digs desp tomake
this Shakespearsan melodrama of grief,
loss, togetherness, and artistic catharsis
spring to life with such trinmphantly heart-
rending authenticity. Patient eare should
attend, as they’re certaintohear something
magnificent.

5. Cheellengers (Lica Guadagning)

Tennis anyone? How about a threesome?
Or maybe just a vicious game of cheession
with a side helping of crushed dreams and
unapparelled determination for good mea-
sare? Love triangles have rarely been this
sexy, with stars Zendaya, Josh O’Conner,
and Mike Faist melting the screen with
their collective intensity.

&. Rebel Ridge (Teremy Sanlnier)

Saulnier (Green Roow and Blue Ruin)
returns to form with a breathtaking story
of a farmer military man (Aaron Pierre,
in a star-making perfarmance) pushed to
the edge by a corrupt police foree (led by
an ameral Don Johnsoxn) that uses sthically
dubions — if still legal — methods toshore
up dwindling budgetary resonrces, While
not the Fieer Blood clone itinitially appeats
tobe, this thriller crackles with a disquiet-
ingurgency that™s impossible to resist,

7. The Brualist (Brady Corbet)

Thiz is an esszntial post-WWII immi-
grant saga that sould not be coming out at
1 more appropriste time. Corbet’s spic of
a Tewish Polish architest (a never-better
Adrien Brody) building a new life for him-
zelf and his family in a rapidly changing
America 18 8 propulsive tour de foree of
of giastic cinetmatic excess that’s somehow
atill groundad in naked emetional truths so
razor-sharp that they leave a parifying scar.

8. Conclave (Edward Ber ger)

Who knew an airplane fiction—style
backroom melodrama of Catholic cardi-
nals voting to elect a new pope wonld be
ohe of the mote vital pleces of LGBTO+
storvtelling to see the light of day in all
of 20247 Witness the giddy fon of Ralph
Fiennes, Stanley Taooi, Tohn Lithgow, and
Izabella Rossalling going t&te-gt8te over
the pros and cons of each potential pontiff,
then stay for the amazingly thoughtful dis-
cugsion of sexuality, gender, race, faith, and
identity that makes it all reronate with pro-
forndly haunring grandsur.

9. The Substance (Coralie Far gear)
Fargeat's primordial body-horrer kool

ont goesright for the jupnlar as it drips spi-
nal fluid, wears skintight pastel spandex,
and showeases the never-ending internal
battles betweenthe selfishly giddy excesses
of youth and the depressed, mournful
longings of middle age. Demi Moote
rages againgt the movie star machine with
expressively carnal feroeity. Margarst
Cualley is equally superb as her petulantly
narcizsistlc doppelginger who refuses to
ascept that their two iz one, and that neither
can live a full, healthoy life without the self
less assistance of the other,

10. The Peoples Joker (Vera Drew)

In one of the best pleces of DIY filmmak-
ing #ver made— a jomrney of self-expression
and identity like no other, inspirad by the
world of C Comice — Direw’s incisive and
etiginal voice magnstically sparkles with
intelligently sidesplitting vitality. Moments
of uproarions hilarity are ingeniously con-
pled with scenes of intenss mreogpection that
unezpectedly bronght tears to my eves. In
ten years® time (maybe sven legg), et be
surprised if this homemads comedy iz her-
alded asa bona fide masterpiecs.

25 more {because 1 can}

Cragsing (Levan Akin) Ewill Doss Not
Exlse (RyAmuks Hamapuchi), Flow (Gints
Filbalodis), Handling the Undead (Thea
Hvistendahly Fard Truthr (Mike Leigh)
Hit Mun (Richard Linklater), Hundreds
af Beavers (Mike Cheslik), Immaculare
(Michael Mohan), Inferted (S&bastien
Vaniéek, Juror #2 (Clint Eastwood), King-
dom of the Flanar of the Apes (Wes Ball),
The LertShowg il (Gla Coppola), Longlegs
(Osgood Perking), Lovely, Darlr, and Deep
{(Teresa Sutherland), My Odd Aer (Megan
Park), The Puano Legson (Maleolm Wash-
ingtomy, A Juter Place: Day One (Michael
Sarnoski), A Redl Pein (Jesse Bisanberg),
Red Rooms (Pascal Plante), The Room Nex
Loor (Pedro Almoddvar), Sing Sing (Greg
Kwedar), Tiesday (Daina Oniunas-Fusid),
Wallace & Gromit: Vengeance Most Fowl
(Merlin Crossingham, Nick Park), The
Wild Robot (Chris Sanders), Young Womean
and the Sea(Toachim Renning)

Tep 5 documentaries of 2024

1. Will & Heryper (Tosh Greenbaum)

T'm rot sure this iz actually the best
docamentary of 2024, but without ques-
tion, it 18 the one that meant the most to
me pergonally. This tale of friendship and
understanding is one everyone, everywhere
needz to see and hopefully learn something
from.

2. Made in England: The Films of Powell
and Pregsbuvger (David Hinton)

¥ could listen to Martin Scorsess wax
poetic on filmmaking titans Michael Pow-
£ll and Emeric Presshirger for days on end.
Until that happens, ¥'m more than happy
to watch (and rewatch) this documentary
instead.

3. Music by John Williams (Lante nt Bou-
ZBTeau)

Thie feature had me in the palm of itz
hand from the very first musical queue.
From Jaws to Sugarlond Express, Super-
man o Sery Wars, Fiddier on the Roof to
the Boston Popa it’s all here. Every note.
Every metif. And itz glorions.

4. Suparcene [Emily Kassie, Julian
BErave NoiseCat)

Mot for the faint of heart, this searing
explotation of an Indian residential school’s
gystemic abuse of ehildren and how that
affects the nearky community is a journalis-
tisteinmph ofthe first dagres. Unforgettable.

5. Retinter: A Bear Odyarey (Isaac Olsen)

I acknowledge that my adoration for this
jubilant documenrary is pattially fueled by
childhood nostalgia for all of those crazy
Rainier Beer commercials of the 1980s.
Eut there's mors to director Esaac Olserfs
aablime time capsule than meets the eyve,
and that helps make the picture one of
2024%s most ener getically vibrant joye.

An honorable mention goes to Elisa
Levine and the late Gabriel Miller’z
enprossing  Seattle-set  dosumentary
Fiweethearr Derl, which debuted at the
30422 Seattle Intetnational Film Festival
and picked up the inaugural Best PN'W
Film award from the 3esttle Film Critics
Sooclety that same year. This outstanding
ploture finally went inte general dorestic
release in Septernber, picking up additional
critical raves in the process. Make no mis-
taks, this iz one of the best documentaries
Tve ever seen.

“A genuinely moving tribute to friendship™
iy

“An endeavor thiit conld change dud even save Wves”
i

“Polgnant snd laugh-out-doud funmy™
e

A Metflix Documéentary

SEPTEMBER 27
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literature to take your mind off the election

BY LIND SEY ANDERSON =
SGN STAFF WRITER

In the days fallowing the reclection of
Donald Trump, bookstore gwner Charlis
Humts noticedmare faot traffie from farfil
and forlarnpeople, all looking for the same
thing hope.

“T wasn't sure what to expect when I
opened the doot,” Huntz teld the SCW,
reflecting ot the motning afier the el=ction,
“Many folkscalled to see if we wers open.
We had a lot who just wanted to walk 1,
wha ustwantedio be inthe space, whether
ot tot they wers interestedin books ™

The colarful businsss serves as a hub
where Guesr and Trans people know they
will be zafe, respected, and understond
Chatlis's hosts events almost svery night,
liks a free writing group <arlisr last ronth.

“Tt was mghly attended,” Hunts said
“[People] ars doing alotofragswritingand
just wanted tobein a commumty with sach
other, T think the peaple whe wandered in
wanted to be surrounded by reminders ..
that places like this still exst We're not
ening anywhers, We care about them™

Eooks for angry readers and young

ones

IMany came to Charlies with intenss rag=
or a desire for escapiam in the weeks fol-
lowing the slection, Some warted to talk,

ESSAYS AND,

AUDRE LORDE

others were happy reflecting through silent
writing, but many hoped to find comfort
throush readitg

“For [thase] whe are upsst or feeling
called to action ot looking fot hope, [ t2nd
to recammend mary histery b ooks,” Hunts
said “T feel like zooming out and sesing
the longet are ofjustice tends 1o help, 2spe-
cially leoking at how other marginalized
groups have handled challenges to ther
rights and fresdoms in the past, sspecially
by gystamnsliks the posernmett ™

Hunts recomenends Sirter Quisider by
Audre Lorde, Mutual Aid by Dean Spads,
and How fo Live Free in a Dangerows
Waorld by Shayla Lawsar, nonfiction bodks
that exarnine how Quesr and Trans peopls
havwe thrived through represson, overcome
hatrad, and leansd on cornroumity m times
of strife

Far youth whae aren't of voting age bt
who are fearful that the Trunp adminis-
tration may target their rights, Hunts sug:
gests Small Town Prideby Flul Stanper, 2
hopeful read for middle schoolers who may
feel trapped by the conservative politics of
rural America; and Siay Angey Litle GFirl,
a children's book illustrat=d by local artist
hichelle Chan.

FBooks for readers who need an escape

For Hunts, reading is healing bacauss
it teminds him that the world iz never as
small or narrow as our anxisties. “Is about,
getling perspective,” he said. “If I'm left
to my own dewices, 1 can get tunnel vision
wery quickly, and that's not hdpful for any-
one, empecially me Reading helps show
other experiences; it helps uz seathe bigper
pcturs — whether that's at chfferant points
of higtory ot sven with historical fiction
Bockscan be pood for that, even if you're
logking 10 escape” (His gulty pleasurss
are cozy reads: fartasy woilds, low-stakss
mnysteries, and lovs slories)

For thos= locking to escape Arnerican
politics, he tecommends Mooncakes, a
graphic novel with a Monbinary main char-
acter. “T's a sweest and joyful love stary
with dernons, witcheraft, and 2 Norbinary
werewolf and a Queer witch,” he smd with
a amile

Sewen Ten Spiid 13 2 cheesy Sapphic
romancs starring a former professional
bowler and her long-losgt Lowe, “I's friends
to enermues to lovers, It's cozy. s perfect
fior the soul,” Hunts said.

He also suggests Kiss Her Once for e,
a Leshian Christmas romance set in the
PN, to got into the holiday spitit. “"That's

my fawrite chessy Hallmark® baok,”
Hunts said. "It's got hijinks, and its a little
picy”

Upcoming events at Charlie’s

While the slection haz emboldened some
1o becorme mors vocal by hatefil —like the
handfl of pattans who came into Chat-
lie’s to ask for explicitly transphobic books
— the stors remains a safe space for thoss
wanking to g=t o of their head and enjoy
the comfort of Oueer comrnurity. The store
will host “Pictures with Santa and Mrs.
Claus" on Saturday, Diecerber 7, a mush-
room ornament flting workshop on Sun-
day, Drecernber 8 and a spooky ook sign-
ing with horrar author Cowtney Gould on
Friday the 13th

Charlis®s wall aso hest poapup legal
wotksheps wath Olaw for anyens wath
questions or anxishies about legal paper-
wirk, 2specially regarding the politic al cli-
mate. These szssions are free and wall run
every Monday through Fannary.

Charlie’s Queer Books e af 265 N, 350
St in Yeatle and Mips: feharliesgueer-
booKs, com,
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Delving into the world of Ryka Aoki
and Light from Uncommon Stars

In 20121, Ryka Aoki released her novel
Light from Uncomman Stars to much
seclaim. It follows the story of Katrina
Mavyen, a runaway Transgender girl with
a passion for playing amme and gaming
mmsic with her violin, Aubergine. The leg:
endary teacher and “guesn of hell™ Sha-
zuka Satormi encoumnters her unhoused,
playing in the park, and then takes her on
asaprotésf

The stary aleo zees Lan Tran and her
alien Farnily turned spacechip crew flas to
Earth from the throes of their dying salac-
tic empire, which is experisncing “the shd
tlague " The crewdecidesto go undere ovet
in an unassurmng “Slarrgate Dromts™ shop
m LA whils creating an actual starpate in
seuret.

Three years after its publication, Acki's
novel has wan three avwards, including the
20422 Barbara Gittings Literaturs Award.
The SGN decided to check in with Aok to
discuss het inspirations and see how she
has besndoing sincs the bogk's debut.

Bbladison Jomes: What were yomr pri-
mary inspirations for the settings of
this novel? Is it true you based the idea
for Starrgate Donuts on the story of Ted
Nezoy the “Tronut King'*?

Kyka Acki Yes and na The ptimary
inspirations for this novel were the people
I grew up with while in school in the San
Gabriel Valley, I wowd look at sciences fic -
tion books and television then, and not ses
ton many people who looked like me and
uty friends. So Iwrods thisnovel to give noy
neighbotheod a chance to wigitthe starstoo

The idea for Startzats Donuts carme from
nry lived experience of going to donuwt
thops, where 3 bunch of Asans wouldbein
theback working super hard, "Wehawe somes
of the best domzs in the country bacauss of
this. That izhome to me Later anis whenl
foumd out abaut the Trort Iing Ted Nzoy.
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BY MADISON JONES

Fascinating how one parson can have that
level of irnpact o the commurnty.

MLT: If 3ou had to diagnose the current
haostile political climate against immi-
grants and Transgender pecple, would
vou say that we are now in the middle of
experiencing “the end plague'?

EA: That iz a tough question. No, 1da
not think we ars in “the end plagus” We
hawe heat through this befors, and we will
zn through this again, because that 13 the
naturs of the way Iimans operate There
ate tirmes whenit's teally tovgh to be Trans,
to be an immigran, ta be the “ather” And
there are times when people wart to act on
thair sspicions againstus, when wewillbe
rrugtrustad, when life will become werydi £
ficult.

Is it the end of all things? No, of courss
not We as humans are bettar than that We
are more reslient than this And I would
notbewritingifI gave up on humanity and
said this was the end T would not even be
ol ng thi s interview,

Trort't loss hops, but understand there
may be peaple around you who are on the
werge of losing theirs I is importard to do
whal we can and reach ot Reassure them
it is okay to be anuncormmon star, and let
that petaon know they do not have to goat
this alone.

MJ¥What things in lifz have been
bringing you joy as of late?

A Chatting with younger readers. Teet
messages and mail fom young Quest and
Tranz writers who want to know how to
writs gtories like mine, ot tell me that my
book meant sormething: spacial to them and
inspiresthem.

T tell them that we, as wnters, should
be helpine and supporting sach other by
chesring one another an, Nobody canwirits
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your book, so write the book that T can-
not, writs the sories that ges farther than T
can see I your work 1s making someb ocy
elee’slife alittle bat easier, ashard aslifeis,
then 1t does not getany better thanthat

MJ: Do you have encouraging words
of advice for the Transgender people cut

there, like Katrina Nguyen, who are cur-
remtly strugaling to find a sense of com-
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mymity and their voices?

BAr My advice 18 t0 trust your mstincts
to survive, and de what is necessary Make
carrnuritie s whers you havs to, leawe com-
munities where you have to. Preserve your-
self and hang in there, because with mors
Trans falksin the wotld, the world becarmnes
a better place. I believe in youl
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