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Facing the darkness,
we find strength in our unity once again

BY THE SGN EDITDRIAL BOARD

The LGBTQ+ community faces one of the darkest times in
memaory. American voters have reelected Donald Trump — not
through a constitutional loophole but by a majority of the popular
vote.

To be [tank, thisis lerrilving. It is beyond hearlbreaking 1o know
that people across this nation voted in a convicted felon who has
targeted Transgender people, has been found guilty by a jury of
sexual abuse, and promises to round up immigrants and refugees.

People cverywhere are in fear for their familics, futures, and
[reedoms. The Trevor Helpline, a crisis line for LGBT+ youth,
saw a 700% increase in calls following the election. The LGBT
National Hotline saw a Ovelold increase.

Trurmp's anti-LGBTQ4 cabinet choices and alt-right pundits con-
firm our worst fearsthat Project 2025 has been the blueprint for his
next term all along. Together, his nominees aim to undo decades of
LGBTQ+ progress.

With Trump's nominalion of anti-Trans [earmoenger Robert E
Kennedy Jr, we will see rollbacks on public insurance programs
providing gender-affirming carc and PrEP. With Linda McMahon
as secretary of education, we will see more school districts banning
books that promote tolerance. McMahon, cofounder of the Amcerica
Firel Policy Institute, aims to limil federal [unding 1o any public
school that teaches lessons on race. racism, sexuality, and gender.

We will see more of our neighbors, encouraged by a new era of
Trumpism, perpetuate physical and emotional violence against us.
In tact, this has alrcady begun around the nation. Immediately fol-
lowing the election, Black people started receiving threatening text
messages telling them they had been “selected to pick cotton.” Two
weeks laler, Immigrants reported similar messages. telling (them Lo
prepare tor an ICE rounchip, A Lesbian was told via text 10 report
to an cight-week “1LGB re-cducation camp™ on Inauguration Day; it
added that Trans people will be sent to "work camps™ indefinitely.

Strength through vnity

Though it’s frightening, in times of great struggle, we must
remember Lhat we are not powerless. When LGBTOQH people speak
out and contirme to show up for one another, we find our greatest
strengths as a community.

During the Lavender Scare in the 1930s, we stood in solidarity
with those unfairly targeted for their gender and sexual orientation,
In 1969, a diverse zroup ineluding drag queens and Trans women
of colorunited to riot against oppression outside the Stonewall Inn
and sparked a movement to obtain equal rights. During the AIDS
crisis inthe 1980s and "90s, we united to care for the sick and dying
and agitate for needed funding, rescarch, and treatments.

Qur community 18 buill upon the legacy of stunding up for one
another, and we will continue to do this, Our rights will not be taken
away insilence. We arc prepared to fight back through peaceful non-
violence and civil disobedience against unjust laws and policies.

In the coming administration, peaple will scek to divide us. There
will be opportunities lor those whorm Viee President-Elect JD Vance
has referred to as “normal Gays” — so long as they are willing to
Lurn their backs on their Queer and Trans siblings. It Is essential for
out survival that we remain united, stand up for the most vulnerable,
and continue to fight to protect the rights of all Americans.

‘ashington

Here in Washington state, we are privileged to have dedicated
government officials fighting to protect our rights. Marriage equal-
ity is the law in our state, and so are protections against diserimina-
tion. Governor-elect Bub Ferguson said he s commitled to defend-
ing LGBTQH rights. City councilmembers, including the incom-
ing Alexis Mereodes Rinek, are already preparing to cement pro-
tections for immigrants, LOBTQ4, BIPOC, and disabled people in
Scattle.

It may come as a reliel to live in one of the salest cilies [or
LGBTOQ+ rights in America, but we cannot just keep our heads
down, We musl use our privilege and salely astoels lo help those
more vilnerable than ourselves. We will see an influx of new resi-
dents who will flee anti-LGBTQ+ legislation and prejudices to find
safety and comfort. When they do, we will welcome them. We can
use our state as an example ot what the rest of the country can be if
people choose love over hate,

Noapathy

Tor many, relocation is not an option, so from the safety of our
homes we can use our voices to support those stuck in regressive
slales. We can donate Lo organizations thal provide resources and
aid, speak out and lobby our representatives in Washington, DC,
L fight for our rights, and show our support In as many ways as we
can.

It we give it space, apathy will be our downtall: we can’t give up.
Showing up for community members will be essential in the com-
ing vears.

IL you are angry, lell your elected leaders, but don'l give up on
democracy — show up for the next election or attend city council
and school hoard meetings. Our allics can support the LGBTQ+
community and protect their rights by educating and advocating at
all levels. investing in mutual aid, donating to a local GoFundMe
Lo cover medical or lravel expenses, and celebraling all the small
victories with our found families.

Resources

If you or someone you know is struggling right now, please rcach

out to the following resources:

e The National LGRT Helpline canbe reached at 888-843-4564
for [ree conflidential support, information. and local
LGBTQ+ resources

® The Trans Lifeline, a conlidential 24/7 peer support phone
service run by Trans people for Trans and questioning peo-
pla. can be reached at #77-565-8860).

» The Trevor Project, which provides free confidential crisis
counseling to LGBTQ+ young people, can be reached at
§66-488-7386.

¢ For the Suicide Prevention Lifeline in vour community, dial
QBN
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The ultimate guide
to Gay gift giving

BY MIKEY ROX

The holidays are an excellenl distraction alter an election cycle — makes ya
wonder it itwas planned like that, huh? — and this year is ne cxeeption. Instoad
ot churning out endless political memes on social media (really, give it a rest),
turn your attention to making memorics and cxehanging gitts, like these care-
fully curated sclections that'1l lighten the mood, facilitate festivencss, and bring
Joy Lo those on your Nice List (hecause we not givin® Naughly List-ers nothin®

this year).

‘Martina's layers of fabulousness
this holiday season

BY ANDREW HAMLIN
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GILEAD = GREED',
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World AIDS Day:
Honoring lives lost to HIV/AIDS

Gay City: Scattle’s LGBTQ Center, the
lcading provider ol essential HIV edu-
calion, prevention, support, and care in
the King County region, will host its 21st
annual “Stronger Together: World AIDS
Day” tundraiser om December 1 to rememn-
ber and celebrate the lives lost to ATDS,
This pathering will kick off at the Century
Ballroom, located at 915 E. Pine St.

“By supporting thig cvent, you will be
supporting the largest community HIV
testing organization in King County, phys-
ical space for art and remembrance of the
AIDS crisis via the AMP:. AIDS Memao-
tial Pathway, allirming youth programs,
and 30 much more,” says Gay Cily’s event

BY HANNAH SAUNDERS
SGN EDITOR

and have an opportunily o enter a silent
auction and rallle, or simply cnjoy the drag
perlormances. A communily vigil and
procession will proceed through the AMP
slarting a1 2 pan.

The AMP was created to recognize the
impact of the ATDS crigis in Washingtom,

HELP KEEP

KLAUS NIELSEN

both past and present, and includes a Tist
of names of Washinglonians who have
passed away. IU's estimated that 14,000
state residents arc living with HTV/ATDS,
with over hall living in King County,
according to Gay City.

page. “This event creates vital space to
X gather together, commemaorate the impact s E =
o 3 — oL As the third-oldast LGETOM + nawspaper in the United Statas, the
of HIV/AIDS on our communities hoth Seaitle Gay News (SGN) has bear 8 uital independant source of news
@seattlegaynews past and present, celebrate the progress aid enieriainment for Seate and the Pacific Northwest since 1974,

that has been made, and pmvide essential As we celebrate our 50th anmiversary, we need yaur suppart ko coi-
8 3 S5

resources for endimg the ongoing HIV/
ATDS epidemic”

The lundraiser opens al noon (doots
open at 11 am) and is Iree 1o altendecs,
who will learn about HTV rescarch updates

tinite our mission. Your contribotion will ansure that SGN remains a
bescon of truth snd @ virteal gathening place for community dialogue.
Support us printing and providing 3 piatiann for LGBTMA+ voices.

OR BY TEXTING
THE KEYWORD
"SGN" TO 53-555

@seattlegaynews_

No paywall. Free print edition.
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Suspect who shot and
killed Transgender
woman Kenji Spurgeon
still at large

BY HANNAH SAUNDERS
SGN EDITOR

The Scattle Police Department (SPD) is
still scarching for the suspecet whao shot and
killed 23-year-old Kenji Spurgeon, a Black
Transgender woman, during the carly
hours of Tuly 1.

Spurgeon’s murder marked the second
killing of 4 Transgender person in Washing-
(on state this year, Farlier, the SGN reported
o1 the slaying of Revna Hernandee, a Trans
Latina resident of Renlon who was [ound
dead in a Mexico cemerery bound by her
hands and [set and shot in the head.

On July 1, dispatchers received a report
of a shooting on E. Pine Street shortly
before 12:30 a.m. Law enforcement officers
found Spurgeon Tying on the ground with
a gunshot wound, and provided first aid
until the Seaule Fire Department arrived
on scene, whereupon Spurgeon was pro-
nounced deceased, according o the SPD
Blotter, which states that (he circumsiances
leading up the shooling remain unknown.

“It’s an incredibly close community, and
cveryhody's trying to look out for cach
other,” SPD’s Sgl. Patrick Michaud (old the
SGN. “The most impaortant thing we can
ask of the community is that if somebody
knows anything, please call us”

Sgt. Michaud said that il someone has

a small bit of information that they don’t
think is pertinent to this case that ivs could
be the key to solving the case and getting
closure for the Spurgeon family,

“T know il’s nol what anyone wanis —
they'd rather have Kenji back than closure
on this,” Sgt. Michaud said.

A GoFundMe page was launched (hig
summer Lo assist the Spurgeon [amily with
[uneral costs, and it mel its goal.

“Kenil was a bright light in our lives,
known lor an infectious smile and quick
wit. Kenji had an cxtraordinary ability to
uplift cveryome around with laughter, a
joke, a song, or a dance. Kenji inspired us
all to seek joy and be cheerleaders for one
another,” wrote Malia Burns, who orpa-
nized the [undraiser on heball of the lamily.

Set. Michaud said the East Precinet in
Capitol Hill is focused on crimes against
the LGBTQ+ community. During warm
wealber, the SPD places grealer empha-
sis on patrols ontside of bars and clubs in
the arca, according to Spt. Michaud, who
also acknowledged how historically, oll-
cers have not treated Transgender people
properly.

“The lears they have are valid. The con-
cerns they have are valid,” he said. “We

‘4_-

have quile a lew Transgender ollicers, so
i’s something that we're trying (o he more
accepling ol on our end — [and] control the
things we can control within our depart-
ment, 50 that people feel comfortable com-
ing to us and speaking to us, and bridge
those gaps that have historically been there,
and do our danmedest 1o make sure every-
body in our neighborhoods feel welcome.”
Caneerns about violenl erimes invelving
LGBTQH people stem partially [rom those

visiling Capitol Hill's vibram niglulite.

“There's a lol of concern there, because
you don’t know where people are coming
lrom, and they bring whalever beliels they
have in here and they cause problems,” Sgt.
Michand said.

Anvone with information is encouraged
{o contaci the SPD Violeat Crimes Tip Line
ar{206) 233-3000.

Public
Library

Tours & Open Hours with our
Artists in Residence

Gallery Tours with
Chi Moscou-Jackson
Experience the exhibit Central

Interface with insights from the artist.
December 6 and 13, 1 - 2 p.m.

Open Studio Hours
with Vaquero Azul
Explore how he weaves LGBTQ2IA+

design into folklorico garments.
December 16 - 19, 12:30 - 2:30 p.m.

Central Library, Level 8 - Register at www.spl.org/ArtistinResidence
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| satin on the
anti-Trans panel
at Seattle Central
Library so you
didn’t have to

BY MADISON JONES

“Liar! You're a liar, it’s all lies!” These
were the words 1 could no longer contain
as 1 yelled out from the back of the room in
anguish and frustration.

On the evening of Sunday, Nov. 17, at the
Scatile Central Library, the scll-proclaimed
“gender gritical” organivation known as
Women’s Theclaration International USA
held a panel discussion on Transgender
people and their rights. With Transgender
Mag in hand, T steod alongside (he two mar-
ried gentlemen who had very kindly snuck
me in, so we could endure the conspiratorial
and hate-filled presentations by the event’s
speakers.

Before niy protestation, the last speaker of
the evening, Carol Danserean, proclaimed
that “Transgender ideology is the higgest
medical ravesty of our time,” completing
a long-winded diatribe on how there was a
“sadomasochistic” cabal of predatory doc-
Lors, psychologists, and Transgender adults
that were funneling vulnerable children imo
a medical pipeline of bodily harm and “gen-
iral mutilation.”

As much as T wanied 1o wail until the
Q&A al the end o press them all on their
hurtful rhetorie, and not give in (o their cari-
calurc of the scary, aggressive Transgender
woman, this statement ahove all else really
pushed me over the emotional edge. 1 had
heard enough, and not long atter, asked
the gentlemen to accompany me out of the
building.

The big question running through my
mind that evening — cchoed by the many
other demonstrators and library stafl mem-
bers rightlully protesting outside — was
this: how could the SPT. be so callous and
apathetic as 1o allow such an awful and big-
oted organization a platform in one of their
spaces?

Use of SPL spaces

The SPL's stance on pernitting anti-
Queer organizations use of its event spaces
is not new. “This is the third ime in the last
five years that an anti-Queer group has been
allowed Lo book space in our public library
system,” wrole a group ol SPT. stall mem-
bers, many ol them Transgender themselves,
in their epen leiler condemning the WTT
USA gvent. Ou Sunday evening, many of the
protesters whom [ joined outside in march-
ing, chanting, and drawing Trans-rights
graffiti with chalk on the sidewalk were SPL
employees.

In late October, Executive Director and
Chief Librarian Tom Fay wrote in a SPL
blog post thal “ihe Scattle Public Tibrary
affirms, values, and celebrates transgender
and gender-diverse people.” But then he
stales thal the library refuscs (o Lurn away
any group, hased on “intellectual frecdom™
pringiples, even il is sole purpose ol exis-
tence is 1o advocate for the full legal and
social disenfranchisenent of Trans people.

In these seemingly conflicting sent-
ments, it 1s apparent that a decision must be
reached: Should the SPL veer away trom its
DE] policies and become more “neutral”
about the groups it allows inside its doors,
or should it 1ake a more principled and pro-
active stange in ensuring that s LGBTQ4+

staff and patons feel safe and celebrated?
The events of last Sunday show that the SPL
can no longer afford to not take more deci-
sive steps. The Transgender people, along-
side their allies, out on the streets that night
called on theni to choose wiscly.

These organizations sec the SPIs green
light as a form o implicil recognition and
legitimization ol their bigoted, malicious
causes. T commend the Sealile Public
Library (or allowing us (o speak on this vory
important issue” was the opening remark of
the second panelist, Susanna Keilman. (The
first, Kara Dansky, spoke to the purpose of
why WDI USA decided to hold its event at
the library in the first place.)

The Olympus Spu case

The main agenda of pancl was 1o organize
supporl for the upcoming Qlvmpus Spa v,
Armstrong casc in the Ninth District Court
of Appeals, scheduled lor the morning of
the next day.

The SGN had covered this cowrt case
hack in 2023 fhtips:iwww sgrorgstory.
Php?326399] bul Lo briclly summarize, in
May 2020, Olympus Spa in Lynwood denicd
services o Transgender woman, Haven Wil-
vich. According lo M. Wilvich’s account of
events and court documents, she was invited
along to a bachelorette party being hosted
ar the spa. She called ahead in advance to
check it the spa would be willing to make
accommodarions, and the spa staft told her
that they retuse to take Transgender women
customers based on their right 0 religious
freedom as a Christian-owned buginess.
Ms. Wilvich decided to file an anonymous
complaint (o the Washingion Staie Human
Rights Comniission, which found the busi-
ness in noncompliance with antidiscrini-
nation law. This led Olympus Spa to file a
subsequent lawsnit in 2023 that failed b is
heing appealed.

1t 15 important to know the facts of this
case, because at the WD1 USA panel, Ms.
Dansky’s rendition of events was sip-
nificantly different. She claimed that Ms,
Wilvich came 1o the spa in person and
demanded service, and thal she was the onc
who filed a lawsuit against Olympus Spa
direetly.

Of course, Ms, Dansky and the other pan-
elists also never referred to Ms. Wilvich as
“Haven™ but rather by her deadname and
exclusively used male pronouns. Bverything
Ms. Dansky and the other panelists said
about Ms. Wilvich was done to slander and
demonize her as much as possible.

A nutual friend reached out for comment
on the situation, but Ms. Wilvich refused,
stating that “.at thig poim, I'd rather Jay
low.” And alter hearing all the awlul things
WDITTUSA had 10 say aboul her thal evening,
as well as all the other harassment and death
threats she has endured, it is not hard to
understand why.

Using Korean culture to justify

transphobia

Susan Keilman was hrought on next by
WDI USA (o sharc her cxpericnces as a
Korcan woran and third-generation immi-
granl with a personal and cullural back-

ground on the issue. She argued that “inclu-
sion cannot come at the expense of Korean
culture,” going on to explain how traditional
Korean spas are sacred female spaces in
which women can come together to heal
aller mienstruation, childbirth, and meno-
pause and “biological men” should never
cncroach upon,

She also deseribed it as a place o “be
naked and celebrate our sexuality together”
— which T assume ricant celebrating (he
hiological sex of being female and not sex-
ual orientation. She also told the audience
how Korean culture is a “matriarchy” that
worships women, and how grareful she feels
that "1 have sonebody that embraces being a
man, and me being & woman.”

[ lound all these narratives ol iraditional
Korcan culture and its idealized genderroles
10 be a liule disingenuous. Tl was quile clear
she was only using the clemients ol her cul-
turce that would be cxpedicni (o the narrative
she was lelling. But what really proved my
suspicions was when she admited near the
end that “traditionally there have been some
coed nude spas in Korea, bul this inslance
is completely different!” That kind of sank
her and Olympus Spa’s entire argument lor
why “a person with a penis” cannol enier a
Korean women's spa for culuual reasons to
begin with.

All T could keep thinking abour during
that time were the Korean Transgender
triends 1 have made in Seattle over the years,
and how they have recounted their struggles
10 me with unaccepling family mcmbers,
obtlaining resources Lor their gender ransi-
tions, and being ostracized [Tom their com-
munily spaces because of their queerness.
One friend ence olkd me aboul how grate-
ful she felt that she gets 1o live in Scatlle
as & Korean Transgender woman, because
of how much more strict and unforgiving
gender roles and expectations are in South
Korean society. Seattle was the first place
where she felt like she could unashamedly
be her authentic self.

“Junk science” and “invading

women's prisons”™

For the remainder of the cvening, the
other panelisis gol up one by ong o share
their perspectives and experiences on how
“take progressive” gender ideology was
negatively impacting women's lives more
broadly; however, their arpuments as to
how exactly that was the case did not hold
up to any sort of empirical evidence or
scrutiny. Nonetheless, the WD USA pan-
clists cach confidently came (o the podium
1o cite their fringe findings and anccdotal
accounls,

Amy Sousa was the resident psychologist
of the evening, who talked aboul how public
calls lor concern around the plight of Trans-
gender children was an “empathy trap”
meaunt to trick people into supporting medi-
cally irreversible damage. “We must trust
our wince response” was her rallying cry, an
obvious dog whistle for validating people’s
deep-seated transphobia. She also called the
DSM-3 definition of gender dysphoria “junk
scicnee” withoul any clear explanation why.

April Morrow, the speaker on how “bio-

logical men™ were invading women’s pris-
0ns, Was Not even present; another panel-
ist, Irene Lawrence, had to read her speech
instead. (That tracks with the overall vibe of
the evening and the low audience turnout,
which led the SPT. to move the panel o a
smialler conferenee room,)

Elle Palmer is a cig woman detransitioner
who during her late teen years thought she
was a Trans man. She was brought on Lo
accuse the gender-aflirming doclors and
therapists wying o help ber of maliciously
misleading her into transitioning. At one
point, she even accused her therapist of pres-
suring her 1o get 4 hysterectomy, which was
very surprising to hear.

One of the married gentlemen who [ was
with al the event was aclually a Transgen-
der man himsell, and he told me in thai
momett how overwhelmingly difficult ithas
been for him 1o obtain gender-allirming ser-
vices even as an older adult. He had to move
across the country 1o the Scaltle arca just Lo
find healtheare providers that would even
agree to treat him.

And his personal account of ransitioning,
in contrast 1o Ms, Palmer’s, lined up much
more closely (o the many other transmascu-
line Iriends ol mine who have told me simi-
lar stories of struggle to ohrain even basic-
level gender-affirming care.

Ms. Palmer’s speech was the only time
Transgender men were mentioned through-
out the evening. The rest of the time was
unsurprisingly spent on painting Transgen-
der women as hypersexual, male-bodied
monsters. And that sentiment was particu-
larly hit upen during the last speaker, Carol
Tansercau, mentioned carlier.

Preparing for the storm on the borizon

The legitimacy and existence of Transgen-
der and gender-diverse people across history
and cultures is objective and academically
verifiable. But after all the time 1 spent
watching and listening in on these panelists,
[ can tell you firsthand that WDI USA isn't
interested in having an intellectual debate
or genuing conversation; through words and
aciions, it has proven that it exists purely (o
cvoke [car and conlusion among the public
about the presence of Transgender people in
public spaces. Is only goal as an organiza-
tiom s to completely revoke all civil rights
protections and DEI policies, however tenu-
ous, currently in place for Transgender peo-
ple.

The ultimate irony of the panel 5 that they
dare correct on one thing: women's rights are
currently under assault in this country; how-
cver, il is not the Transgender communily
they so vehemently despise waging it but
ralher [ar-right conscrvative politicians thai
will also be coming for us all and our civil
rights next year,

For this reason alone, it is imperative
that the few institutions left supporting the
LGBTQ+ conumunity, like the SPL, step up
their allyship game. [t is long past due that
the SPL starts properly protecting the Trans-
gender people that make up its employee
and patran hasc by denying hale groups like
WDITUSA Lo platform.
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v SGN. ELECTION 2024

for Seattle’s marginalized commumtl

BY LINDSEY ANDERSON
SGN STAFF WRITER

Ag election results rrickled in late into
the night on November 5, Alexis Mercedes
Rinck waiched with hated hreath. The lol-
lowing day, 11 was clear (hal her grassrools
cily council campaign was a success: Rinck
deleated incumbent Tanya Woo o becorne
the next member for Posilion 8.

“I am truly honored.” Rinck 10ld the
SGN. “I'm proud ol the base we've built —
including laborers, the entire Democratic
Party, advacates from fransportation, hous-
ing, |mm|L|(mr rights, and LGB TQIAZS
Justice.”

Throughout her campaign, Rinck laicl
out ¢lear goals for her time on the council
and carued recognilion (rom several inter-
est groups Lor her detailed plans 1o improve
housing disparities and lransporiation
and advocate [or citywide prolections lor
LGBTQH+ people. Rinck believes her on-
the-ground ellorts, like conneeting lace-to-
lace with her neighbors, set her apart lrom
her opponent.

“I tricd to stay focnscdl on the task at
handl, which was talking 1o onr neighbors
and listening lo what people were siy-
ing,” she said. “We were oul [knocking on]
doors, we were af Farmers markels, we were
al comuunity events, not just sharing our
message bul also conlinuing lo listen 1o
whal our communily was saying and hear-
ing the messages aboul allordabilily, con-
cerns around a Trump presidency, a desire
to address climate change locally, building
transit infrastructure that works for every-
body — ull ol these picees were Lthings we
continued 1 hear ahou”

The housing crisi

Once she (akes office in Tanuary, Rinck
plans 1o address housing concerns she
heard aboul from many Capitol THIT resi-
dents. “The comprehensive plan iy a really
exeiting opportunity for us to think about
where we're building housing, how much
housing can be built, and pushing for a
strong urbanist agenda to ensure we have
more housing in every neighborhood,” she
said,

Rinck aims (o bring costs down by voting
1o invest in allordable housing programs,
restore Tunding (o lenant procclion ser-
vices, and expand rental assistance pro-
grams.

Another concern Rinck is ready (o
address on day one 1s Seattle’s homeless-
ness crisis. “A really important way that we
can prevent our homelessness crisis from

petting worse is by preventing people from
hecoming homel n the first place, and
that means an expansive renial assisiance
program,” she explained. “Right now, we
arc not meeling the need. Last I checked,
5000 [olks are on Uniled Way of King
County's Renlal Assislance Program wail-
list. Being able to expand rental assistance
is a priorily lor me.”

T'he current city council is working with
Mayor Harrell to approve next year’s bud-
get, and rental assistance programs are
one of the propased cuts. “That’s some-
thing I was eritical of. I'm hoping it will be
restored,” Rinck saicl.

Behavioral health services

City Council Position 8 represents all
arcas ol Scatlle, rather than just one dis-
trict, and Rick said she’s ummd Lo address
citizens” moest signilicant needs, like
expanded behavioral health services.

“We know that the introduction of fen-
tanyl and meth into owr communitics —
two of the most addicrive substances on the
planct — hays been so lrcmcndousl\' chal-
lenging and deadly for too muny,” Rinck
said.

She plans 1o address the city’s substance
use problem by partnering with state and
counly departments o introduce more
comprehensive lrealient programs, espe-
cially ones aiined al helping (hose sirug-
eling with substance use disorders and
mental health disorders.

Rinck alse wanis (o look into how county
funds are allocaled and lobby the stale leg-
islature for long-lerm care funding,

“Qur cily lacks those long-term behav-
ioral health sewings for folks who are par-
licularly high acuily, [such as those] strug-
eling with psychosomatic disorders like
schizophrenia,” she said.

Fighting Trump’s unti-LGBTQ+

agenda

Through all the excitement of her electon
win, Rinck acknowledged that the presi-
dential results have lelt many alvaid for the
future, Rinck said she’s commingd 1o pro-
lecting Seattle’s most vulnerable irom the
nex! adminisiration.

“In running in this race, T wanied 10 be
very clear with the public aboul my com-
muitment to stand by and protect our rights
and liberties within the city of Seattle and
parmer with our different levels of govern-

ment, especially state government, and

make sure we are prorecting the rights of

women, LGBTQTA neighbors, immigranis
and refugees. and people living with dis-
ahilities,” she said.

Rinck predicts that Scatde, like many
progressive cilies in blue states, will expe-
rience a population boom as red states
hecome increasingly hostile toward immi-
rants, |LGBTO+ people, and those with
disabilities. “People will look to cities like
Seatrle as a safe haven where we celebrate
human rights, liberties. and diversity,
she said. “We need o be prepared for an
increase of people moving inte our city; we
need (o have legal protections in place Lo
ensure that [olks who come in are welcome
and protected here 1oo.”

Rinck is comunitted to ensuring that the
city council partners with King County
Public Health, UW Medicine, and Planned
Parenthood w saleguard gender-allirming
care and reproductive health rights.

“Also [L stand] with Queer leaders in

COURTESY ALEXIS MERCEDES RINC

this community when we're talking about
what conld be attacked on cur fundamental
rights,” she added.

Rinck will light for Seattle o remain a
sancluary cily and do whatever she can 1o
keep ICE out. “There are a Iot of unknowns
as it stands, and .. since clection day, T've
been working to pariner with [olks in the
communily (o lgure out how we |use
organizing apparatnses, so we can figure
ot [quickly] what will be coming down
and what we should be doing,” she said.
“There’s a lot of work o be done, aml it's
somcthing that I'm just really focuscd on
tloing for the sake of all of the ncighbors
that have lound salety and refuge here,
nysell included.”

With more threats lacing LOGBTO4+ citi-
cens al e ederal level, Rinck iz deler-
mined o predect the rights of all of Seatde’s
matginalized communitics, so the city
remaing a sale haven no malter what hap-
pensin DC.

RINCK L,ELEERATING ON ELECTION JMNIGHT
CHLOE COLIYER
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BY HANNAH SAUNDERS COURTESY SENATE DEMOCRATS &
SGN EDITOR LAURIE JINKINS
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As the vote counts rolled in on Novem-
ber 3, 2024, Kamala Harris's supporters
hope. Faces fell when results
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ling are also feeling anxious about their
futures. T just gol into my [rsl guarler
of college, hut now with Trump's plan to
defund the Department of Education and
cut the Pell Grant and everything, that's
how 1 pay tor niy school,” Collins said.

Carroll had originally put off college,
having graduated high school during the
pandemic, T was gonna go and try and
gel a degree. T skipped getting a degree
because by the time T gradualed high
school, T was still dealing with (he lallout
of COVID and everything with the Trump
presidency, the irst one,” she said. T was
going to go get a degree, but we might leave
the country now.”

“Ir kind of teels like no matter what, they
are gonna win. They don’t play by the rules,
and that sucks,” Collins added.

Progressives blame lack of outreach

Many Scattle volers ke Carroll and Col-
lins had belicved the close polls weren’t
accurale and that Harris had a clear path
(o viglory, Throughout (he canipaign, news
outlets highlighted stories aboul former
Trump voters who had decided to vote for
Harris. It seemed like the moderate Repub-
lean vote was leaning toward a progressive
change, hut some voters feel it was Harris's
rejection of progressive leftist voters that
may have cost her the election.

Seattle-based Queer filmmaker and
comedian Tan Crowley believes Harris
gpent oo much lime campaigning on the
promise that conservatives would cross
party lines 1o support her 10 prevenl a
Trump presidency, “Tn an allempl 10 pan-
der to the center and right, Harris actively
alienated progressive voters with her cam-
paign’'s positions on issues such as immi-
gration, tfracking, and Gaza — just to name
a few,” he said.

“People voted for Biden in 2020 because
he olfered a change [rom Donald Trump.
Ry 2024, Americans had experienced
inflation and real negalive wage growth
under Biden,” Scallle-based rescarch ana-
lyst Spencer Thulin told the SGN. “They
wanied a change rom the status quo, and
Harris didn't etfectively distance herself
from Biden and didn’t effectively comnu-
nicalc how she would be diflerent.

“Thig, combined with her running (o the
right on immigration — essentially adopl-
ing a 2016 Trump Iraming of the southern
border, a drastic change from the Demo-
crats’ 2020 platform — caused many in her
base to not show up and vore.

“So the rightward shift” many are see-
ing is not a result of a penuine change in
ideology but trom a depressed turnout for
Democrals”

A rough morning aller

Asthe sun came up on November 6, Scal-
e seemed quicter. TikTok think picces
ware already rolling out, and Deniocrals
hegan posting obligatory Instagram sto-

ries shaming their conservative tfriends and
tamily who voted against their rights.

Tn one of Scatlle’s most beloved estab-
lishnignts, business was hooming, Across
King County, Top Pol cafes sold out of
pastrics. “All our stores ran oul by 9:00 or
9:30 this morning,” Julie Hartley, a barista
at Capitol Hill’s location on Swmit told the
SOGN.

Top Pot typically sells around 300 donuts
on an average Wednesday, according to
Hartley. It's rare to sell our, let alone hefore
noon, “Cur bakery made more (o bring,
50 some [stores] may gol more again,” she
said, reassuring the many custonmiers who
arrived 1o mend their broken hearts with
donuts, only o ind an emply case.

Hartley has worked at Top Pol for over
a decade and said she wasn't surprised by

the husy morning rush. “It was really busy
the day of the election, excitement on the
day of, and sadness the day after,” she said.
“We experienced the same thing when Hil-
ary Clinton lost. We've been through this a
couple ol times.”

Despite the depressing atmosphere
across town today, most Seattleites are still
grateful to live In a progressive city, even if
its echo chamber disconnects us from the
views of the rest of the country.

“It’s imeresting growing up in bubbles
like (his... in Scallle, T grew up in Berkley,
California,” Carroll said. T think we wend
10 be a litle sheliered and [ristaken] that
everyong is on the same page, because [we
are] in a city where everyone is on 1he same
page. Watching the cleetion is a harsh real-
ity — seeing how much hate people have

LINDSEY ANDERSON

NATE GOWDY

for us and our people. Not just us, but peo-
ple ot color, the Black people in this coun-
try, the single mothers, and immigrants. T
think 10's hard walching everyone as a col-
lective have (hat realization yol again, Al
the same time, T'm proud of how much joy
we're having in the midst ot it

The LGBTQ+ community has seen
many dark days, whether during the Trump
presidency, before it, or after. There niay
be immense struggles to come, but we are
resilient and will contimie to lean on and
protect cach other, This clection is (ruly a
reminder (hat community is our grealest
power. Reach oul (o your [riends, cspe-
cially your Trans, BIPOC, immigrant, and
digabled [riends. Today is a sad day for
many, but there will be joy again.

If'yent or someone you know £y struggling,
pleuse consider reaching oul to one of
these resources.

o For OTRIPQC mutual aid and commr-

nity events, check out Aiphabet Afliunce.

hiips:ialphabeialliance org:

e For confidentiol and  cultur-
ally  relevant support  with  sex-
wal  assault, contact API Chava.

hutps:Zalphabetaliionee.org’ You can also
call 1-877-922-4292,

o For immigrant rights, lfegal services,
and HIV/AIDS care, reach oul lo Enire
Hermuanes. ips:/fentrehermanos.org!

& For Trans, Nenbinary, and Twao-Spirit
civil righty resources, reach out lo the
Gender Justice Leagiie. hitps:favww.gen-
derjusticeleague.org/, (206} 538-0423, or
infoldgenderjusticeleag e, org

& If vou are the parent, grandparent, or
guardian of a Trans or Nonbinary child
Seeking Support or resources, reach out to
Gender Spectrum and Gender Spectrum
Youth Programs. htips:/fiwww.genderspec-
irum.org/home

& [f vou need legaf help or representa-
iton, consider the Lavender Rights Project
and QLaw: htips:Zwww. lavenderricht-
sproject.org’ und hitps:www.glaw.org.
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Donald Trump has been elecied by the
Arnerican people to be the 47th president of
the United States, Now, many meimbers of
the LGBTQ+ community are wondering:
What will a second Trump presidency look
like for us?

Project 2025

Despile the detailed plans laid oul i
the Heritage Foundartion’s 2022 document
“Projeet 2023, Trump has repeatedly
staled that he is unaware of the conserva-
five manilesto and does nol intend o nse i
in olfice. However, he has nominated Bren-
dan Carr as chariman ol the Federal Com-
munications Commission (he has served
as a commissioner since 2018 under hoth
Trump and Biden). Carr was one of the
authors of Project 2023, respousible for the
“presidential transition™ chapter.

While alarming in nature — especially
as il propases some draconian ideas, like
an enel (o Taull-ree divoree and the classili-
cation of educators and librarians who dis-
iributc LGBTQ+ books as “scx offenders™

Project 2025 is not the (st proposed
roadmap for conservative leadership in the
United States.

Since the 1980s, the Heritage Tounda-
tion has released lengthy documents call-
ing for similar changes, such as narional
bans on same-sex marriage and abortion.
Trump has been relatively guier on these
topics since his viclory on November 3, bul
his campaign has pushed its own policy
platform, “Agenda 4777 on its websile over
the last few moenths,

Many political analysts began waking
note carlicr this year of another, smaller
think tank group that may end up being
even more influential to the next lrump
presidency than tie Herilage Foundation,
The America Tirst Policy Tnstitme s a
group ol Lar-right MAGA supporters who
have been planning the next Trump term
since 2020 Many of their goals and poli-
cies overlap with Projecr 2023, and many
ol the group’s founders will soom lind them-
selves in very high government posilions,

So, taking Agenda 47 and the America
First Policy Tustituie inlo account and nel
discarding Project 2025 as 4 possibility,
what can LGBTQ+ Amcricans cxpeel (o
see in the next four years?

Reversals on LGBTQ4 protections

One likely change will be national roll-
backs in protections for Queer and Trans
people. Tn Agenda 47, Trump vows to
revoke gender-affirming care policies and
plans to use the Republican majority in
Congress 1o “parmanently stop federal tax-
payer dollars rom being used 1o promole
or pay [or |gender-allirming carel.”

Though our stale’s antidiserimination
laws are unlikely o change, lederal pro-
tections for Queer and Trans people may
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weaken during the next Trump presidency.
The Supreme Court is expected o revisit
a challenge 1o a Biden administralion
atterapt to extend Tide [X protections w
LGBTQ students, and w take up the issuc
of whether restricting certain medical
treatments for Transgender minors violates
the Tigual Protecrien Clause of the 14h
Amendment,

Changes for students and patients

Another change may come for LGBTQ+
sulents, as Agenda 47 calls [or reversing
Title IX cxpansions or Queer and Trans
students, under the guise thal this will
“protect women'’s sports.”

“We will keep men out of women’s
sports, ban taxpayer funding for sex change
surgeries, stop taxpayer-funded schools
trom promoeting gender transition, reverse
Biden’s radical rewrite of Title TX educa-
tion regnlations, and restore protections for
women and girls”” Agenda 47 slales,

Though disheartening, these proposed
changes won'i have a huge impact, Medical
physicist Joanna Harper estimated in 2023
thar there aren’t more than 100 Trans girly
compeling in public school sports.

As for povernment fonded gender-attirm-
ing care, Medicare — which only covers
care for people in a specific income hracker
— alse enly tunds “medically necessary™
services, as determined by a physician, and
then (he request must be approved by local
coverage laws, As of 2024, Medicare Parl
A, B, and € vsually cover gender-alfirm-
ing surgerics, and Part D covers hormone
replacement therapy. Trans patients can
expect to see this coverage federally lim-
ited under the next administration,

FHor anyone wortied about funding their
wansition cosls, several privale organi-
zations, including the Jim Colling Foun-
dation, Genderbands Transition Grants,
TransMission, Black Transmen, Tne. Sur-
gery Scholarship, and Point of Pride offer
financial aid to agsist with medical costs.

An end to “gender ideology™ and

“critical race theory™

What will likely have a larger impact on
LGBTQ4+ youth are the ramifications of
Trump’s plans (o shul down the Depart-
ment of Education. [n Agenda 47, Trump
vaws Lo send all educalion needs (¢ the
slales — many ol which are cager 1o ban
books that include prominent LGBTQ+
and BIPOC characters

Project 2025, however, goes furthar in-
depth regarding education goals for the
near future.

“The noxious tenets of ‘critical race
theory” and ‘gender ideology’ should be
excised iTom curricula in every public
school in the country,” It reads, “These
theories poison our children, who are being
taught on the one hand 1o aflirm that the

color ol their skin fundamentally deter-
mines their identity and even their moral
status while on (he other, they are laught Lo
deny the very creatureliness that inheres in
being human and consists in accepting the
givenness of our nature as men or women.”

Trump’s official policy echoes fhe
demands to end “critical race theory” and
“gender ideology” i schools. I the term
“gender ideology” seems unfamiliar, that
may be because il 15 a [alse asscriion thal
heing Cueer and Trans is an “ideological
movemenl raither than an inirinsic iden-
tiky,” aceording o GLAAD. The phrase has
heeome increasingly popular among [ar-
right commentators.

In his Madison Square Garden rally at
the end of October, Trump told a crowd
of cheering fans, “We will get Transgen-
der insanity the hell out of our schools.”
Experts are unsure whether this means
teaching Queer and Trans issues in health
and higtory classes, including Trang siu-
dents in sports, banning books, or more,

Marriage equality

While attempts 1o federally ban abor-
tion have becn hinted at by Trump's clos-
est allies, inclading JD Vance, ane fear of
many Queer people — the overturning of
marriage aquality — doesn’t seem to be a
pricrity for the next adminiscration.

Neither Project 2025 nor Agenda 47
cxplicilly mention passing legislation 1o
Limit marriage (o one man and ong woman.
Addidonally, any reversal would likely
need w come from the Supreme Cour,
regardless of whether Trump is in office or
not. A federal protection of sume-sex mar-
riage, however, does seem rather unlikely
to pass in the next four years, especially
with a conservative majority in Congress.

While it doesn’t use spacific langnage to
plan apuath (o federally ban same-sex mar-
riage, Project 2025 dogs support the helief
that the govermmenl should “aflirm ihal
children require and deserve both the love
and nurturing of a mother and the play and
protection of a lather.”

Yes, abortion is a Queer issue

Project 2025 proposes reinstating the
Comstock Aci, a law [rom the 1800s that
banned pornography and contraceplion,
though Tramyp is unlikely (o support this,
It also provides a roadmap 1o reversing the
FDAs approval of milepristone, the oral
medication used for abortiens, but cnce
again, Tmmp has expressed that he would
notsign such a law. Melania Trump, though
often behind the scenes, spoke out om the
campaign frail in support of abortion.

What’s the Trump cabinet looking

like?

Trump has made several alarming prom-
ises o (hose who supported him through-

“the next Trump presidency?

CHARLIE NEIBERGALLY.

oul his campaign. At a rally on October
27, Trurnp said he would appoint Robert F.
Kennedy It (o atop position in the Depart-
ment of Health. “I'm going to ler him go
wild on healitn, U'm going w 1et him go wild
on the food. I'm going to let him go wild
on the medicines,” he said fo a cheering
crowd.

Trurmp made good on this promise, nom-
inating Kennedy to head the Department of
Health and Humnan Services.

Kennedy has spoken out repeatedly
against vaceines, pushing the Tic (hat they
cause autism. He has also spoken ou
against gender-allirming care.

At 4 campaign rally in 2023, Kennedy
took his distrust of the LGBRTO+ commn-
nity further by claiming thar manutacared
chemicals in the water lead te the “femi-
nization of boys” and the “"masculiniza-
tion of girls” He has repeated this on his
popular podeast. Doubling down in 2022,
he said, "I you expuose [Togs (o alrazing,
male frogs, it changes their sex, and they
can actually bearyoung, They can lay cags,
ertile eggs. And so the capacity [or these
chemicals that we are just raining down
on out children right now (o induee these
very profound sexnal changes in them is
something we need to be thinking about as
asociety”

According to Kennedy's campaign tol-
lowing his remarks, he does not believe
chemicals in the waler are the enfy lac-
for, “Mr, Kennedy's remarks are being
mischaracterized. e is not claiming that
endocrine disruplors are the only or maiun
cause of gender dysphoria,” a spokesperson
said. “He is merely suggesting thar, given
coplous research on the effects on other
vertebrates, this possibility deserves fur-
ther research™ Scientists from around the
world have debinked this theory.

“T will create a governmenl eflicigucy
commission tasked with conducting a com-
plele linancial aud perlormance audil of the
entire federal government,” Trunip said in
a Sepiember rally, TTe has since annoynged
(hal he will be crealing an all new Deparl-
ment of Government Efficiency (DOGE —
yes, like the coing, which will be helrmed by
Musk and Tramp supporter Vivek Ramas-
warny.

Everett Kelley, president of the Aumeri-
can Federation of Governmenl Employees,
warned Reuters tha this deparunent could
mass [ire nonpartisan civil service workers
to fill government jobs with workers loyal
to the Trump administration.

Other picks

According 1w Politico, Trump con-
firmed that his nex( chiel of stall will be
Susic Wiles. She was the CEO of his Save
Anerica PAC in 2021 and ran his Florida
gperations while he campaigned in 20H6
and 2020, [nsiders have described Wiles as

12 SG6N

DEGEMBER 2024

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS!



“left on LGBT issues.™

The chief of staft oversees daily White
House issucs and adminisiration policy,
In his first term, Trump went through lour:
the: Tiest two weres fired, the thivd quit alter
Trump was impeached, and his final one
was indicted in clection interlerence cascs
in Georgia and Arizona,

Trump selected Sen. Marco Rubio as 10
be secretary of state. Rubio carned a {) oul
of 100 on the TTuman Rights Campaizn’s
“Congressional Scorecard” for his votes
agalnst LGBTQ+ protections and abor-
lion rights in (he Senate. In 2022, he ran on
similar anti-Trans rhetoric that the Trump
campaign pushed (hroughout the Last clee-
tion ¢ycle. Rubio has spoken oul against a
ceasclire in Gaza and promotes 4 “negoli-
ated settlement” in Ukraine, which could
result in Russia seizing large parts ol the
couniry,

The Department of Homeland Security
will be ran by notorious dog-killer Kristi

Noem. She will be in charge of making
major decisions regarding immigration. As
South Dakola's governor, she once senl the
Nalional Guard (0 the southern horder.

Trump has sclected Brooke Rolling, (he
CLQ of uber-conservalive America 14rst
Policy Instilule. as agriculture scerciary.
Also coming Iram the America [irst pipe-
line is motivational speaker and former
NFL player Scott Turner, who will lead the
Department of ITousing and Urban Devel-
opment.

John Ratcliffe has been nominated to
run the CIA. Trump lapped Wall Sureet
billicnaire [Toward Lutnick as commerce
scerelary and pro-union Oregonian Lori
Chavez-DeRemer [or seerclary of labor
Former Diemocral lurned Republican Tulsi
Gabbard was nominated as dircelor of
national intelligence.

Trump has tapped Lee Zeldin, a former
New York representative and fracking sup-
porter, to head the Environmental Protec-

tion Agency. [Te has also selected climate
change skeptic Chris Wright to lead the
Depariment of Encrgy. Under their lead-
ership, volers can expectl 0 see many ol
Biden's environmental policics halted and
reversed. Liaperts [rom Politico speculale
that clean-air regulations will be the fivst lo
£0

New York Rep. Elise Stetunik is the next
proposed ambassador o the United Nations
— despite repeatedly speaking our against
the UN. Stefanik strongly supported Trump
during his first impeachinent trial in 2019,
She has also condemned student protests
about the Israel-ITamas War and supports
iLs continuation.

TV stars und scandals

Staying truc (o his rools, 'l'rump has
selected several TV stars Lo join his cabi-
net, including 'ox News hosts Pete Hegseth
and Scan Dufty as the defensc and trans-
portation secretaries, respectively, Dufty

first appeared on MTV's The Real World,

Trump also chose reality TV star Dr,
Mehmel Oz o head Medicare and Medic-
aid and lormer Fox News host Mike Hucka-
bee as ambassador 1o Isracl,

While Trump's cabinel picks tend 1o vary
wildly in terms of background and even
policy, there was one sweeping theme: scy-
erdl have heen accused of sexual assanlt.
The most signilicanl controversy came
from actorney general appointee Matt
Gaetz, who, at the time of his selection,
was heing investigated by the Ilouse on
allegations (hat he paid a minor (¢ Lor sex.
Gaetz resigned from Congress, halting the
investigation, and later withdrew from con-
sideration [or the position, claiming il was
taking (oo much allention away from the
Trump adminisiration.

Trump then sclected Pam Bondi, the
Florida alwreney general, tor the position,
Bondi is a staunch opponent of marriage
equality, going so far as to claum prior to
the Sopreme Court ruling of Ghergfell
v. Hodges that same-sex marriage wonld
“impose serious public harm.”

Making history as the first female cabinet
appuiniee accused of knowingly cnabling
sexual assaull, Linda MeMahon, colounder
of the WWE, will be in ¢charge of the
Department of Liducation il conlirmed.
McMahon's education carcer was limited
10 a single year on the Connecticut Board
of Education in 2009. She has previously
expressed support for charter schoels and
school choice.

Muost of Trump’s cabiner picks are anti-
LGBTQH conservalives vying o impress
him. While they still must be approved by
the Senale, with its solid Republican major-
ily and (rack record of promoting his loyal-
1818, it is unlikely any of the nominees will
see serious challenges.

The next Tour years are looking bleak.
Now, more than cver, il is essential lor
Queer and Trans people to embrace the
protection of the communily and prepare
detensive legislation.

Activists around the world offer potential
path forward for American counterparts

Donald Trump carly on Nov. 9, 2016,
declared victory over former Scerclary of
Stale Hillary Clinton. My husband and T
arrived in Jerusalem less than 48 hours laer,

A Wider Bridge, a group that “advocates
for justice, counters LGBTQphobia, and
fights ant-Semitism and other forms of
hatred” months earlier had invited us to par-
licipate in one of ity missions 10 Tsracl, TUwas
my first time in the conntry.

Our first meeting was al the Shalom Harl-
man Institule, which desceribes itsell as a
“leading center of Jewish thaught and eduea-
tion” that sccks “1o sirengthen Jewish peo-
plehood, identity, and pluralism: 1w enhance
the Jewish and demogralic character of
Tsrael; and to ensure that Judaism is & com-
pelling [loree] for good in the 215t century.”

The staffer who greeted us welcomed us
to Lsrael. He then pointed our that Benja-
min Netanyahu had been prime minister
[or nearly a decade. [Nelanyahu was Israel's
prime minisier from 1996 (0 1999 and rom
2009 16 2021, He became (he country’s prime
minister for athird time on Deg, 29, 2022,

“Now you will know what it will feel like,”
he said,

His comment was cold comiort 1o many of
us who were still reeling over Trump's vie-
tory. It is also onc that has repeaicdly come
to mind as I continue to process the results of
lhe presidential election and what a second
Troamp presidency will mean for this coun-
lry, [or me ds a Gay man, [or the communily
that I cover, and especial ly for Transgender
Amigricans and immmigrants whom the Grst
Trymp adminisuration disproportionaicly
largeled.

‘The US is cenainly nol the only country
in which voters in recent years have clected
authoritarian ligures who pose a threal o

BY MICHAEL K. LAVERS

LGBTQrights. Vikior Orban has been Hun-
gary’s prime minisier since 2014, Javier
Milei has heen Argentina’s president since
December 2023, Jair Bolsonaro was Brazil's
president fram 2019 1o 2023,

ITungary, among other things, has enacted
a so-called propaganda law and effectively
banned same-sex couples from adopting
children sinee Orbin ok oflice, Milei’y
government in August closed Argentina’s
National Trslitule Against Discrimination,
Xenophobia and Racism. Bolsonarg, among
uther things, encouraged lathers w beal their
sons il they came ow as Gay and said people
who are vaceinated against COV3-19 are al
ingreased risk for ATDS,

Activists who protested [last vear] against
Netanyahu's proposed  judicial sysiem
reforms say they would have adversely
impacted LGBTQ Israelis. The prime
minister postponed these eftorts in March
2023 aller a nalivnwide sirike puralyzed
the country, [but] Isracli lawmakers a [ew
months laer approved |one| alter opposi-
tion lawmakers stormed oul of the Knessel
in protest. [Tt was later siruck down hy the
Supreme Courl. |

[These are several] of the dozens of coun-
tries around the world in which LGBTQ
rights have heen nnder attack — and the US
will certainly remain on this list once Tromp
lakes ollice again on Jan. 20. 1L is cerlainly
4 trightening prospect for many in our com-
munily, bul the activists in the alorcmen-
liomed countries have not given up, and their
American counterparts should not either.

“I'm not saying it's not ¢asy, bul the diree-
Lion is so clear,” Andras | .éderer, (he head of
advocacy [or the Hungarian Helsinki Com-
mittee, told me in April during an interview
al a Budapest collee shop, “They [the Hun-

garian government] can try o introduce
setbacks. They can make life miscrable,
temperarily, but, you know, you just can’t go
against the entire world in thal sense”

Hamas [terrorists] on Oct. [7], 2023, killed
Israel Detense Forces Maj. Sagi Golan in
Be'eri, a kibhutz near the Tsrael-Gaza hor-
der, [during the artack that killed over 1,200
olhers], His fianeé, Omer Ohana, with Lthe
support of Israeli advocacy groups. success-
Tully lobbicd Isracli Tawmakers (0 amend the
country’s Bereaved amilies Law 10 recog-
nive LGBTQ widows and widowers of lallen
servicemembers.

“IL was a hig effort, and a hig suceess,”
Yacl Sinai Biblash, the CEQ of the Aguda,
the Association for LGBTQ Equality
in Isracl, old me [in Qclober] aller she
attended Golan's memorial service in a Tel
Aviv suburb.

Bru Pereira and Gui Mohallem, co-direc-
Lors ol YoleLGBT, 4 Brazilian organiza-
lion established in 2014 with a mission (@
inerease LGBTG representation in politics,
[said], in response (o Trump’s reelection,
[that] they and others in Bravil arc “wilness-
ing how grassroots ¢orts, particulary from
marginalized communitics, are crucial in
defending LGBTQH rights under right-wing
governments.”

Duonald Tusk became Poland™s prime min-
ister last Deceniber alier a group ol coalilion
parties that he leads won a majority of seats
in the S¢jm, the lower house ol (he coun-
ury’s parliament, President Andracj Duda,
an ally of the conservalive Law and Jusice
parly who opposes LGBTQ rights, remains
in ollice as part of the governing coalilion,
Deputy Justice Minister Krzysatol $Smissck
is openly Gay. His partner, former MP Rob-
erl Biedron, [is] a member of the Curopean

MICHAEL K. LAV 5(

Parliyment,

Magda Dropek is an activist who ran for
the Lesser Polund Regional Assembly in
Krakow, Poland’s sccond-largest cily, in
April, {Lesser Poland ig among (he prov-
inces that had declared themsclves “LGIT-
free vones™ ahead of (he 2020 presidential
clection ... Dropek, like others, poinied oul
[that] Russian President Vladimir Putin and
other polilicians respond o “anlagonized
societies” with “populism and (sacrifice)
human rights” Dropek, however, stressed
[that] the new Polish government presents an
opporlunity.

“What happened in Poland a year ago is
still an important story thae brings hope o
others,” she said, “I0s a huge responsibil-
ity, but also work, because this is the time 1o
change memalilies and educawe using dem-
ocralic wols. Because we've heen coping
with everything else. prassroots support and
organization for sn many years, you know
yourselves”

Trump leaves ollice on Jan. 20, 2029,

First published in the Washington
Biade:  hitps/Hewwowashingtonblade.
com/2024/11/12/activists-arond-the-
warld-offer-potentiaf-path-forward-for-
ARErICaI-CONATErPATTS
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LGBTQ+ election victories around the country

BY LINDSEY ANDERSON
SGN STAFF WRITER

For most Scaltle volers, clection night

went differently than planned. Instead of

the country’s lirst lemale president, Ameri-
cans again voled for Donald Trump. The
2024 resulis carry an added weight, as thig
tame Trump enters oflice lollowing a (ailed
insurrection and has vowed to enact “retri-
bution™ ¢n his adversaries.

But even as post-election depression con-
tnues o hover aver Scatlle, here is some
good news (o testore a litle hope in the
country. Despite the anli-LGBTQ+ vitriol
mny on the right used o evoke fear in vol-
ers, several Queer and Trans candidates
emerged victorious, especially im Southern
siates.

Queer candidates win at home

Right here at home, Washingtonians also
voted for Queer candidates. Alexis Mer-
cedes Rinck beal incumbent Tanya Woo
to represent Distriet § on the Seartle City
Council. Rinck hopes o use her position
to help Seattle keep programs and services
that aid low-income families by protect-
ing Jumpstart funding and proposing a
Tocal capilal gains Lax, a high payroll (ax,
and real estate ransfer taxes. She will also
waork 1o cxpand transit development and
light gentrification by advocating lor slate-
Tevel renter proleclions and sensible caps
onrenl increases.

In a hotly conested primary election,
Dave Upthegrove carned a spot on the
November ballet. He has now deteated his
conservative opponent to become Wash-
ington’s next public lands commissioner.
Previously a tepresentative from South
King County, Uplhegrove served as chair
of the House BEnvironment Committee and
worked hard o reduce carbon polluion,
clean up toxing, and improve oil spill pre-
vention. Ag public lands commigsioner,
Upthegrove plans o preserve mature log-
acy [orests, cxpand reereational opportuni-
tes. and honor treaty rights by strengthen-
ing the co-management role of wribes. He
also vows to center environmental jostice
in everything he does.

“Washington Voters embraced the con-
servation values of the Evergreen State —
and we've won by a clear margin” Upthe-
grove said on clection nighl. *Volers have
sent a powerful message: These lands don't
belong (o industry. They don'l belong 1o big
busincss, They belong (o “we the people’”
They arc public lands. Qur lands.”

In w4 win for imerscetionality, Washing-
ton’s own Emily Randall became the first
LGBTQ+ Latina in Congress. Randall
is a third-generaiion Washinglonian who
grew up in Port Orchard. The (irst person
in her working-class family 1o graduate
from college, she prew up working in retail

and waiting lables, and ¢ven worked lor
Planncd Parcnthood o help women aceess
healtheare. She decided torun for oflice the
night Donald Trump was clected the lirst
time. With a srassroots campaign, Ran-
dall worked hard and lipped Washinglon's
26th Senate District, unseating a MAGA
Republican. Randall plans to emphasize
reprocuctive healtheare in DC and hopes 1o
build strong coalitions wilh other progres-
sive members ol Congress. (More on other
lederal races below.)

Randall won't be alome as 4 pioncer of
minorily representation, She will be joined
by Ritchic Torres, Mark Takane, and Sharice
Davids, wha all won their reelection bids in
2024. All have made history 1n their own
rights: Torres became the youngest elected
official in New York Clty at the age of 25 and
the first npenly LGBTQ+ official from the
Bronx; Davids is ome of (the st (wo Native
American women to serve in Congress; and
in 2012, Takann was the fitst openly Gay
person of color elected to Congress.

Qucer candidates take on the South

and Midwest

Bealing the odds, Keturah Herron (she/
they) became the (irst LGBTQ+ person of
color elected 1o the Kenucky Senaie and
will bring her experience in youth and jus-
lice advocacy Lo the position. A go-geller,
IMerron was essential in passing Brennna’s
Law aller Breonna Taylor, a young Lou-
1sville woman, was killed in her home by
police. The legislation now outlaws “no-
knock warrants” inthe state. As a state sen-
ator, Herron plany (o push for an Office of
Community Salety (o address gun violenee
better. She also wants to fully restore vot-
ing rights w formerly incarcerawed people
and provide pay raises o public educators,

In Georgia, Rashaun Kemp became the
lirst Gay Black man elected to the state leg-

islature. Kemp is new (o politics, having
previously worked as a high school weacher,
principal, and senior dircctor ol anonprofit.
TTis goals include increasing lunding for
public schoaols, reforming the justice sys-
tem W locus onrehabilitation, and cnsuring
that all citizens can vote by making Elec-
tien Day a national holiday.

In Tennessee, Gabby Salinas became
the first LGRTQ4+ woman and |.GBTQ+
Latinx person clected o the state legisla-
ture there, A fighter rom the beginning,
Salinas overcame childhood cancer and
a lragic car accident thal killed her Tather
and sister and paralyzcd her mother, Sali-
nas said her dream has always heen o “help
people throupgh science.” She will continue
to do that in the legislature by expanding
Medicaid and state funding for education.
Salinas will also fight to pass mandatory
three-day waiting periods lor all gun sakes.
as well as required background checks.

In Texas, Molly Cook hecame the lirst
openly LGBTQ+ member of the state Sen-
ate. A registered nurse and g rassroots orga-
nizer, Cook says she prioritizes caring for
people. Her platform includes funding com-
munily violence inlervention programs.,
raising the minimum age o purchase an
assault-seyle rifle 1o 21, and passing sale-
slorage legislation. Despite her state’s laws,
Cook has a very progressive slance on abor-
tien, hecause she had one 10 2014,

“All Texans should be able 1o consider
every option regardless of their income
or neighborhood,” she said in 4 campaign
statement. She also believes abortions
should be covered by insurance.

Towa clected its firsl Trany person, Aime
Wichtendahl, to the state legislature. Wich-
lenclahl became the first oul ‘Trans woman
o he eleeted w government in the state
when she won her election (o the Tliawatha
City Council in 2016. Now, she has carned

KETURAH

HERRO

DEMOCRAT FOR
KY SENATE -

SENATE DISTRICT 35

a geal atan ceven bigger Lable and promises
o fight to repeal the “Don’t Say Gay™ law
and hook-banning laws in the state. She
also aims 1o legalize marijuana and repeal
aboriion bans and laws banning gender-
allirming carc lor minors.

“For me, the American Dreamis the free-
dom to Live your besrt life. It is the ability
to find and hold a pood-paying job that can
cover all the expenses and leave enough el
over lo enjoy (he things that make this lile
worth living,” she said in a campaign stale-
ment. “IUs the Freedom (o raise o family
and not have o worry aboul rising costs in
healtheare, housing, and lood. Tt is the lree-
dom Lo be yoursell— hecause no govern-
ment olficial gets Lo el you who you are.”

Quieers heading to Congress

LGBTQ+ candidates not only swept vic-
torics n slale governmenls across the coun-
try bt also earned seats in the US Congress

Sarah MeBride made history on Novem-
ber 5 as the first Trans person w be electad
to Congress. Now representing Delaware
in the House of Representatives, McBride
will be 4 bold voice defending | GETQ+
rights. She alsoe supports expanding health-
care access for Americans and aims 10 pro-
vide more economic policies for the work-
ing class. McBride sees climale change as a
significant issuc and vows o supporl legis-
lation o help fightit.

“None of us know how long we have, but
we do have a cheice in whether we love or
hate,” she said. “And every day that we rob
people of the ability to live their lives to the
ulles(, we are undermining the most pre-
cious gilt we are given as humans,”

Julie Johnson was elected to represent her
distriet of Texas in the US House of Repre-
sentatives, and has made history as the firsl
LOGBTQ+ person [rom 4 Southern stale 1o
serve in Congress. As a stale representa-
tive, in the last on alone, she helped
kill 76 out of 77 ant-LGBTQH bills pro-
posed. Johnson has also foupht relentlessly
for women’s reproductive rights as the vice
chair of the Women's Health Caucns. In the
House, she hopes to reinstate reproductive
rights by writing Roe into law. Like many
progressive candidates, she alse plang on
supporting laws (o raise the minimum age o
purchase a ficearm and protect the Afford-
ablke Care Act from Republican altacks,

The next four years may be difficult, but
these LGBTQ+ candidaics have proven
they're up for a challenge. Hrom making
history in the South (o preserving legacy
scats in Congress Lo serving our neigh-
borhoods, Qucer and Trans legislators arc
ready 1o do the work te delend our rights.
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The election fallout for Trans Americans

Typically, at this time of year, 1 would
write about the Transgender Day of
Remembrance and the desens of Transaen-
der people who have been killed at the hand
of anti-Transgender vielence. s an issuc
(hat has driven much of my work since
1998,

There is samething bigger thai needs (o
be discussed right now, however, and that is
the recent 2024 presidential election.

Now, I'm not all that interested in dis-
cussing why former President Donald
Trump was elected for a second time or
whose fault it was, aside from noting that
it wasn’L Transgender people who caused it.

The Republican Party, Trump’s cam-
paign, and rclated forces did spend big
on anli-Trans issucs, with Trump-sup-
poried ads running during major sporling
cvenls nationwide. Yel the ads themselves
were not effective: only 4% of voters said
that preventing Trans surgeries or stop-
ping Trans kids in sports drove their
vote, aceording to ananalysis from GOR,
a woman-owned polling firm, and the
Human Rights Campaign.

Indeed, the only people really (alking
about Transgender issues this clection were
the right wing, as the lel( largely remained
silent. The Democratic viee presidential
candidate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walx, did
speak on it abit, but Viee President Kamala
Harris — and the rest of the Democratic
Party — avoided the issue as much as pos-
sible. Even as Delaware state Sen. Sarah
MeBride (D) became the first our Transgen-
der woman elected to Congress, it i3 worth
noting that the party did not have ber on
stage al the Democratic National Conven-
tion this summer, nor was her historic cam-
paign touted during this cleclion season.

Post-clection, some Democrals are also

A higher degree

BY GWENDOLYN ANN SMITH

seeking to throw Transgender people under
the bus — even though we never had 4 seat
onitin (he first place,

Meanwlilg, it was LGRTQ volers who
made up a huge part of the suppor( lor Har-
ris-Walz: 84% of LGRTE people who voled
supported the leked, and [thal] made up 8%
ol the overall voic in 2024, per the analysis
from GQR and HRC.

But what is done is done, and no matter
what Trump and his administration do, we
all will be harmed. The right has pushed
hard on demolishing Transgender rights for
years now, and this is its chance to bring it
all to [ruition.

Trump has vowed 19 end President Joe
Riden’s ““cruel policies” on gender-allirm-
ing carc on “day onc,” though, as with
anyihing that wembles out of his mouth,
it is unclear what (hat means, Tn many ol
Trump's speeches, he claimed he was end-
ing Trans surgeries performed in schools,
which is a thing thar simply doesn't happen.

Trump can, however, push to see Trans
identities stripped from our governiment
documents, he can push for schools that
include recognilion of Trans identitics (o
be stripped of federal funding, and he can
makg il vastly harder for people 10 acquire
needed medications, OF course, any anti-
discrimination protections will also he on
the chopping block, both [rom this incom-
ing administration and from a strongly con-
servative Supreme Court.

Beyond this, of course, Trump’s victory
will emholden anyone who seeks 1o harm
Transgender people. This will only encour-
age our attackers and aid those who take
our lives. Since the first Trump presidency,
anti-Transgender vielence has only contin-
ued o grow, and it i3 surely poised (o get
much, much worse.

Furthermore, the reluctance of the left to
even mention Transgender people — even
by McBride, the Demograls” soon-10-he
member of Congress — makes it clear 10
m that there's no help on the horizon. No
one in this country™s halls of power will be
COMINg 10 5ave us, We're on our own,

S0, iU's up (o us (o stay salc. Now is atime
forus to conme together like never before.

We need to set aside our perty arguments
and join together in purpose. We need o
watch over each other, provide for each
other, and work to keep us all sate and well.

With that in mind, [ wantto suggest a few
things you should be deing right now 10
walch over your necds:

I you need a supporlive voice, please
rememiber thal the grassrools Trans Lile-
ling exists, and it is there (o help, Holing
oflicials also won'L oul you 10 law enforce-
ment. You can reach it at ottps:#ranslife-
line.org or 1-877-565-8860. We need you to
remain in the community.

Get your identity documents updated
now, before Trump returns to the White
House on January 20. US passports are
valid lor 10 years. The Biden adminisira-
1on approved gender-ngutral passporls in
2022, and these may be al risk, T assure
you, however, thal getling your identity
down on paper is worth doing right now.
Keep these doguments in a sale bul casy-1o-
aceess place.

Talk to your medical provider too, about
extending your prescriptions, and stock up
on your medications. They could become
a lot harder to obtain, so research do-it-
yourself options for hormone replacenient
therapy. You can (ind somge Lips on thal al
hups:#diyhriwiki. (Note that the sile is nol
inlended as medical advice.)

[l you can, gt a durable power ol atlor-

of healthcare.
For everyone.

At UW Medicine, you can alw.
expect to be treated with dignity
and respect while receiving
the highest quality care.
We understand that creating
a supportive and inclusive
envircnment is an essential part
of healthcare for our
LGBTQ+ patients.

uwmedicine.org

GWEDNOLYN ANN SMI

ney and an advance health care directive,
Those, too, should be kept in a safe, acces-
sible spoet.

Consider now your emergency plans.
Make a physical list of contacts and infor-
mation, and prepare what you might need
with you in a case of exireme eriergency. T
hope it doesn™ come 1o this, bul being pre-
parcd is always betler than not. Hspecially
NOW.

IT you need a sale place, and il you arc a
Trans person ol color, please reach oul 10
Garden of Peace Project at https:/iwvww.
gardenotpeaceproject.org — and if you
can, consider donating to it. The organiza-
ton works to uphold and affirm the lived
experiences of Queer and Trans people of
color.

And finally: understand that il you need
(o detransition, goino the woodwork, or g0
slealth — that’s OK. 11 you can gel oul of
the country, that may be something you'll
want (o consider. The important thing 1o
do hiere is survive, and a retreal is a betler
option versus many others.

Finally, hold onto hope. I'im not going to
tell you this future is easy, hut we can sur-
vive. We have to.

Stay safe and stay well.

First published in the Bay Arca Reporler:
herps./www.ebar.com/story. php feh=New
s&so=Commentarv&id=330418&title=tr
ansmissions._election_2024:_the_fallout
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VW SGN. ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Ho-ho-homo: The Gayest holiday on
Seattle’s Queer scene

BY ALAN MOTLEY

Agthe crisp winter air settles over Seattle
and the city transforms inlo a wonderland
ol twinkling lights, our vibrant Queer com-
munily is gearing up Lo make this Decem-
ber (he Gayest holiday scason yel.

IT youve been following along since
Jast montl's “Embrace Your Tnner Sirelch
Pants,” you'll know I'm all about [inding
conitort and authenticity amid the holiday
hustle. This monch, let’s carry thar spirit
forward as we unwrap 2 lineup of events
that promise not fust celebration but also
connection, self-care, and a sprinkle of fes-
tive mischiet,

DECK THE HALLS WITH DRAG

ROYALTY

There's no betler way o shake off the
winter chill than by basking in the glow ol
drag brilliance. Our queens are pulling nul
all the stops to bring you shows that are as
heartwarming as amug of hot cocoa (with a
splash of something extra, of course).

Betty Wetter's Blue Xmas

Dates: December 6,7, 13: doors al 8:30
p.m, show al 9 pon.; December 13
{masks encouraged): doors al 2:30 p.m.,
show al 3 pam.

Venue: Clock-Cul T.ounge,

4864 Beacon Ave, S,

Seattle, WA 98108

Admission: 21+

Tickets: Various seating options avail
able; free tickets otfered for those in need

Don'tiry to heat the holiday blues — join
them! Betry Werter's Blue Xmas remms o
(he Clock-Oul T.ounge [or four shows this
December. Bxpect all-new laughs, lip-
synes, and loads of fun. The holidays arc
best spent with loved ones, so Belly won'l
be deing it alone! The Them Fatale of drag
and burlesque, Moscalo Sky, will be the real

XX Xmas treat this season. Start a new tra-
ditian with your chosen family and friends.
Three sealing options are available:

Teserve your spot in the front or snag a

lablc for you and three [riends. Plus, no one
should miss out due (o lack of Tunds, so free
tickels are olfered for cach show — don’

hesitate Lo ask.

While masks are encouraged at every
show, the Sunday matinee on December
151y specifically for attendees who prefer s

masked environment. It's a perfect blend ot

safety and sass!

Holiday Drag Brunch with Gaysha
Starr and Friends

Date: Sunday, December 8

Time: 12 pon =2 pam, (doors at 11:45
am.)

Venue: Shaker + Spear,

2000 Second Ave.,

Searrle, WA 08121

Tickets: on Eventhrite

Admission: All ages

Parking: Paid vermue parking

Gel ready [or a fabulous Holiday Drag
Bruneh, hosted by the one and only Gay-
sha Starr and her talented (riends! Shaker
+8pearishosting adelightful brunch filled
witll speclacular drag perlormanges, deli-
cious lood, and festive drink specials,

This event supports GenPride’s mission
o advocate for the unique needs of older
LGBTQIA+ adults. A portion of ticker
sales will benefit GenPride, helping to

reduce social isolation and eliminate dis-

crimination. It’s the perfect way to spend
a Sunday afternoon embracing the holiday
spirilina warm and inglusive ¢nyvironment,

Jingle All the Gay
Dates: Friday-Sunday, December 13-15
Venue: Neptune Theatre: Dec. 13 & 14

doors at 7 p.nw., show at 8 p.an; Dec. 15
doors a1 2 pam., show at 3p.m.

Tickels: Starting al $40; VIP
oxpariences al $95

Admission: All ages, bar with valid T

Afer 13 years, Killen N7 Lou are back 1o
deliver a heaping helping ol holiday
hilarity and heart, Blendsing classic tunes
with campy comedy. With V1P tickets,
enjoy perks like a dedicated bar line,
complimentary coat check, festive pop
corn, and a special gift from the cast.

The Jinkx & D¢la Holiday Show
Dates: Saturday-Tucsday, December
21-24

Venue: Moore Theatre

Showiimes: December 21-23: doors al 7
p-n, show at 8 p.m.; December 24
matinee: doors at 2 pan., show at 3 p.n1.
Tickets: Prices start at $30 (not including
fees)

Admission: All ages, bar with valid 1D

You better watch out, you hetter not cry,
because “The Queens of Christmas™ are
coming 1o lown! Jinkx Monsoon and Ben-
Del.aCreme, Scatlle’s own drag superslars,
return with a brand-new cdition of their
internationally acclaimed holiday show,
Expeet a night of [abulous speetacle, whip-
smart comedy, and songs that will have you
laughing and feeling all the festive feels.

Marquee Scrics at Quecr/Bar
Venue: Queer/Bar,

1518 11th Ave.,

Scallle, WA 98122

Showtlime: 9 p.m.

Tickets: general admission: $20;
reserved seating: $40

Quccr/Bar is unwrapping a trio of reats

during its December lineup: Aquaria: Sat-
urday, December 7, Mariah Paris Balen-
ciaga: Friday, December 13; Jaida Essence
Hall: Saturday, December 28, These queens
arc rcady 1o slay all night, blending holiday
classics with their signature flair.

Reserve a tlable for VIP trcaument,
including table scrvice and a preshow
meet-and-greet.

NIGHTLIFE THAT SPARKLES

AND SHINES

Balancing festive fun with personal well-
being is key 1o enjoying (he season without
burnout. Here are some evenls that olfer the
best ol hoth worlds.

BRUT: Silverback

Daic: Friday, December 6, 9 p.m.
Yenne: Massive,

619 E. Pine,

Seattle, WA 98122

Tickets: Final release: $25

Ages: 21+

Unleash your wild side al one ol the
most lantalizing eventy ol the year, DI3
ourHOUSE and Dan Darlinglon will com-
mand the dance fMoor with elecirifying
beats. The dress code is daring — jock-
siraps, underwear, harnesses, or lcather —
50 come prepared to roar. A clothes check
is available.

Santa’s Slut Jamboree at The Cuff
Complex

Date: Satrday, December 7

Venue; The Coll Complex,

1333 15ih Ave.,

Scallle, WA 98122

Time: & p.. (o close

Admission; $20 cover

Ages: 21+
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1Io, ho, he, and a bottle of festive fun! This
evening of merriment and mischief will ba
hosted by Joon. Isaiah, Alfonso, and Kitty.
The night promises hot IMs, dancers, flash
tattoos, a plioto booth, and prizes. Cu the
dance floor, catch sets by Nick Bertossi,
Allonso Tan, BTG STR, and Starkey. The
patic features Isalah’s Thotty Takeowver,
with musie by Dissex and Taylor Ilizza Beth.

AL midnighl, Killy Glitler will host the
“Biggest North Pole” contest with a 5300
prize. Bnjoy performances by go-go danc-
cry Johmmy Maon (PRX), Starr (PDX). RT
(PDX), Leatf, 1 Mattel, Danny, and Rafa.
In the main bar, get your picture taken at
the Sexy Santa Photo Booth with Walt Wil-
liams, and receive a flash tattoo by Stabra.

Sapphic Soirée: All Femame Farty
Date; 5atrday, December 7,9 pm.—1
4.1,

Yenme: Asvlum Collective,

108 S. Jackson S5t. B,

Seattle, WA 98104

Tickets: $10 suggested donation
Ages: 18+

Descend info the Seartle Underground for
amght lailored for femmes, WTW, TAT, and
allies. The Sapphic Soirée features Pola-
roid photo sessions, tooth gem applications,
tarol readings, Mash latioos, and a dance
floor that™1l keep vou moving all night.

The Bar of Mistit Fetishes

Dute: Salurday, Decenber 7, 8 pom. Lo
close

Yenue: UC'5 Seattle,

1701 F. Olive Way,

Seartle, WA 08102

Admission: No cover

Ages: 214+

Tor those looking to explore the edgier
side of the holidays, this is the place to be.
I'his dress code invites you to express your-
self in your favorite ferish attire. It's a night
where von can embrace your authentic self
in a welcoming and inclusive environment.
Whether you're a scasoned enthusiast or
curious neweomer, this event promises a
memorahle experience. Please note that
respectlul behavior is expected e ensure a
safe space for all attendees.

The 13th Annual March of the
Mistletomosexvals

Date: Saturday, Decewber 14
Time: 8pm. lam.

Venue: Slarls al CCs Seattle,
1701 E. Olive Way,

Searrle, WA 98102

Admission: 21+

Tickets: Available now

Seallle’s higges! Gay Sanla-themed har
crawl refurns! Lt promises awesome cos-
fumes, Santas, misfit toys, and more fun
than you can shake a candy cane at, Here's
the lowdown;

Schedule:

#:00 p.m.: Gather at CC’s Seattle

945 pom.: March Lo Neighhours on
Broadway for free entry

11:00 p.mv.: ITead to Union, with options
L visit Diesel amd Pony

Final stop: Massive for free admission
and danece takeover

Rules: (1) dress to impress (full festive
ontfits); (2) bring ID, plus cash for
transportation home: (3} pay vour bar
charges and be courtecus to staff and the
public; @ slay with your grou, no
wandering alone

'The Yildrose celebrates &) fabulous years
Dates: Saturday, December 30

FYenuoe: The Wildrose,

1021 E. Pike St.,

Seattle, WA 98122

Seattle’s iconic lesbian bar is turning 40!
On December 30, eclebrate Tonr decades off
conununity and joy. (Then keep the good
vibes rolling at the legendary NYL Party

on the 31st; see below.)

FESTIVE MARKETS AND COZLY

GATIIERINGS

I the spirit of the season — and embrac-
ing cur inner stretch pants why not
explore evenls thal nourish hoth the sonl
and the community?

Kringle’s Inventionasium at L1
Immersive

Trates: November 30-December 24
Yenue: LIT lmmersive, 1000 birst Ave.
S., Seattle, WA 98134 (across from
Lumen Field in the Palmer Building)
Admission: Familv-friendly

Tickets: Available now; pholos and
R-roll available

Ages: Allages

Jain in on a magical, Tamily-fricndly
adventure! From November 30 to Decem-
ber 24, families can explore Mr. Kringle's
top-secret toy lab, design their own pup-
pets, and meet whimsical characters in a
STEM-cerlilicd experience. Perfect Tor
igniting creativity and enjoying festive fun
together.

Queer Tall Viarket 2024

Trate: Saturday, December 14

Time: 11 am. 3pm.

Lacation: Seattle LGBT(Q+ Center,

400 E. Pine St. #100,

Seattle, WA Y8122

Admission: Free (emations appreciated)

At the seventh anrmal Queer ball Market,
palronize nplifling local QTBIPOC artists
and vendors, From handerafted jewelry to
nnigue art pieces, you'll find treasures as
dliverse as they are delight ful,

Seattle Queer Crafts at Charlic’s

Queer Books

Date: Saturday, December 14, 2pm—S p.m.

Location: Charlie’s Queer Books,

463 North 36th Streer,

Seallle, WA G5103

Admission: Free (RSVP required due to
limited space)

Embrace the art of relaxation by engag-
ing insome DIY creativity. Whether you're
g seasoned craller or just Tooking fora new
hobby, this gathering is all about commu-
nity connection.

COMMUNITY AND COMPASSTON

The holidays canbe a complex tine emo-
tionally. If you're seeking connection or
supporl, these everits offer spaces Lo fecl
seen and heard.

World ALDS Day: Stronger Together
Date: Sunday, December 1

Venue: Century Ballroom,

915E. Pine 5t.,

Scallle, WA 95122

Time: doors at S p.o., event 5:30 p.o.—
7:30pm.

Sugpested donation: $150

Reflect on the lives we've lost and the
progress we've made sl the 2780 anmiwal
event.

Queer Munch at Stir

Date: Tuesday, December 17, 7 pm —10pm.

Location: Stir,

818 E. Pike St

Scallle. WA 98122

A safe space for Queer peoplz in the kink
community to socialize and connect.

TOLIDAY ITARMONIES

T.et the sounds of the seasen TilL your
spirits with performances that celebrate
diversiry and joy.

Ho Ho Ho: Seatlle Men's Chorns
Holiday Show
Dates and Locations: December, various

Tickets and details: Visit hrrpe P,
sealilechorus es.orgf 202400/ 16/ ho-Ro-ho!

Lxperience the magic of the Searttle
Men's Chorus as they present a festive con-
cert featuring seasonal classics, comedy,
and a chorws Tine of daneing Sanlas.

GIVING RACK WITH STYLE
Embrace the true spirit of the holidays by
supporting community initiatives.

Iairents for the ITolidays at The Cuff
Complex

Date: Sunday, December 15, Spm. Y pm.
Lacation: The Coll Complex,

1533 13th Avenue,

Seattle, WA Y8122

Froshien up your ook while contributing
to a good cause.

RINGING INTHE MNEW QUEER
A we bid Farewel] 1o 2024, Sceallle offers
fabulous ways to welcowe the new vear.

New Year’s Eve at The Wildrose
Date: Tuesday, December 31
Venue: The Wildrose,

1021 E. Pike St.,

Seattle, WA 98122

Celebrate the new year in a space that’s
been a communily cornerstone for Tour
decades.

Queer NYE Countdown at Pony
Date: Toesday, December 31
Venue: Pony,

1221 E. Madison $t.,

Seattle, WA 98122

For a more intimate celebration, Pony
offers eclectic music and a cozy aimosphere.

Ta'Nehis
Coates

"TUE,FEB18
7:30PM

Benaroya Hall

For full line-up,

A new chapter: Introducing the
Radio SGV Podcast

Az we look ahead to the new year,
T’i thrilled to share that ['ol working
on an exciting new project: the Radio
SGN Podeysl.

Starting in 2025, the podeast will
ke the new voice for the TGBTQ+
communily and our allics. Much like
NPR, we're committed to delivering
in-depth journalism, ingsightful inter-
views, and caplivaling slorics — bl
from a Queer perspective, and in a
convenient podeast format.

Join us each week as we exploce the
issues that matter to vou: from politics
and culture Lo health and cnterlain-
menl. We'll be laTking with activists,
artists, leaders, and everyday people
who are making a difference in enr
cmmunity.

‘This is more than just a podeast; it’s
a platform for voices that need to be
heard and stories that need to be told,

So subscribe, tune in, and become
4 parl of the Radio SGN Tamily.
Together, we'll nform, inspire. and
ignite change.

Final thoughts

A Lhe vear winds down, lel’s make g col-
lective etfort to prioritize what wuly brings
us happiness. Bmbrace your inner stretch
pants — literally and metaphorically —
and step into the new year feeling refreshed
andlauthentically youw.

So here’s to o December filled with love,
laughter, and lots of comfy clothing, May
you ind joy in the hig celehralions arcd the
quiet moments alike!

seattle
arts &
lectures

v WA Ry
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celebrate
% A\

In a second anmual revival of a longtime
tradition, [ntiman Theatre returns this year
with Black Nativily to unite pertormers and
audiences in a shared holiday celebration of
hope and joy while showeasing the richness
of Black American cultural heritage.,

Black Nativity became a beloved Scalile
holiday tradition during its original run
from 1998 to 2012. Today, the nmsical
has been reimagined by a distinguished
creative team, including director Valerie
Curtis-Newton, musical director Rey, Sam
T.. Tawnsend, Ir., and choreographer Vania

-

BY KYLIN BROWN

C. Bynum, and it won the 2024 Gregory
Award for Oustanding Musical.

While based upon the original Christmas
story of the hirth of Jesus Christ, Langston
Hughes™ original Nedrviiy featured an all-
Black cast and inerweaved Black Christian
iraditions in song and dance, such as gospel
Msic.

In parmership with The Hansberry Proj-
ect, whose mission is to promote and sup-
port Black theater artists, Intiman’s Bluck
Narivity also [catures all-Black cast of 30
local singers and dancers (with one excep-

MR CERS DAEZHANE D
: PHOTO

tion), 4 live band, and a citywide gospel
choir. The second act, typically pertormed
4% d Sermon, now comes in a sing-along
style carol, fostering inclusivity and com-
munal celebration through a shared experi-
enee.

Curtis-Newton, who also (caches al
the University of Washingion's School of
Drama, said she is invested in “relling the
story ot Black people, not to the exclusion
of all others but to be sure we are included
in the fabric of how we (cll the American
slory.”

ARDING
YSOEMIOORE

DANCER KEARIA KEKE DUNCAN
PHOTC BY JOE MOORE

“l want everyone to fall in love with
Black people by seeing our work,” she
added. "And because they tall in love with
Black people, they then embrace their own
humanity more fully.”

Curtis-New(on expressed that creating a
space for people to come together and, in
the sccond acl, join in singing Christmas
carols is at the essence of Black Nativiiy's
importance.

“Last year, our driving message was. we
wanted 10 have people come (ogether and
... joinincommunal singing as ritual,” she
said, “That is (he real heart of what it is
ware lrying to do here”

Engaging the community

During this year's production, the theater
will again partmer with Food Liteline to
raise tunds tor those experiencing hunger.
This is integrated easily in the play’s theme
through a “Pass the Basker” tradition in the
second act.

Intiman’s managing dircctor, Wesley
Frugé, saw this moment as a chiance (o give
back.

“T el (hat it would be a missed oppor-
(unity (o keep all of the money [or our-
sclves,” he said. “So we’ve formalied this...
4% an opportunity o it up our triends and
neighbors.™

In 20023, this eftort raised $15,000 for the
nonprofit, which supplies nutritious and
culturally relevant foods 1o 299 pantries
across Western Washington.

Tn addition, the partnership has involved
mutual support from hoth sides. This year™s
casl spent a day volunicering in the Food
Lifeling warchouse, and during select per-
formances, Food Lifcline stal will also
serve as ushers,

“One of Intiman’s values is 1o ‘engage our
local community, and we could not think
of & better organizarion to parmer with this
holiday season,” said Frugé. “This partner-
ship is built on the spirit of abundance and
the idea thar we can do more wgether™

Black  Nativity plavs December
4-29, 2024, at the Brogdway Perfor-
manee Hall. Tickers are on sale now at
https:tiwww.intiman.org,  To  learn
more  about Food Lifeline’s work,
make a donaiion, or to velunieer, visi
hitps:Hoodiifeline.org.
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Seven years ago, Privanka strutred down
Toronty's Church Street in her high heels
for the first time. Now, she’s emharking on
a North American tour, recently stopping
in Seattle, and filming her latest TV show,
Drug Brunch Saved My Life. Once a little
Queer kid in Whitby, Onlario, now she’s one
ol Canada’s hoticst pop stars and cven has a
giant mural of her Tace painted in the neigh-
horhood where her drag career started.

Refore she was a Canada's Drag Race
winuer, though, Privanka was Mark
Sulenanan, a Queer kid who found inspira-
tion and conimunity in the queens he'd see
oul al night in Toronte’s Gay Village. T
loved (the way thal, going 0 Gay bars, you
gel 1o see all kinds of people,” he said in

nintervicw with the SGA. “And then drag
queens! There was something abow drag
that makes you feel like you can do any-
thing,” he said with a smile.

QOue year, he decided to book a drag
pertormer for his birthday. “She [the per-
former] suggested 1 should do drag, and
that’s how T wasborn," he said.

Inspiralion

Beyoncé heavily inspired Priyanka's carly
looks. “IL starled as “What would Beyongé
do?™ Suknanan said. Eventually, he started
asking, “What would Beyoncé wear?”

“All of Beyoncé's references are high
fashion, like Alexander McQueen, and
not just her references, but the designers
— hecause she is rich — that she’s work-
ing with are high fashion,” Sukhanan
explained. “My relerential poin staried 1o
change, and it was less aboul the pop diva
and more ahout the [ashion designers creal-
ing the garments that my [avorilc pop stars
arc wearing.”

Uhimately, the grealest inspiration came
from within., Of course, Privanka still
wears the iconic designer-inspired outfits
that garned her the recognition of Brooke
Lynn Hytes. Still, many, including those
worll in her Devasigsia tour, are inspired
by childhood experiences.

One ol her mosl iconic is a monstrous
inlcrpretation of a classic schoolgirl oullit
“Twent (o Cathalic sehool, and (hey made
us wear uniforms, and the girls™ kilts had
this red and blue plaid in it,” Sukhanan
cxplained. “For my show, the Girsl acl is a
school scene, so we made this sexy PVC
and the fabric... it’s like crocodile skin,
because Devastasia is supposed to be like a
Godzilla monster.”

Stage show

Devasiasia is all aboul subverling expec-
tations and cmbracing the monsler socicly
1Tigs 10 suppress in us, old through a campy

BY LINDSEY ANDERSON :
SGN STAFF WRITER ;

and nonlinear look into Sukhanan’s lite.
Growing up, he was always told he needed
a “regular person’s job” and would never be
astar. With hindsight proving all the naysay-
ers wrong, Sukhanan said it wasn't hard to
louk back on who he used to be as 4 teenager.

“The revisiting of it and being able 1o
lakeitand turn itinio a celebration of own-
ership is what T'm most proud of,” hie said.
“To be like, yeah, we're all fucked up, but
we're all here dancing logether, laughing,
and crying, and singing. The mission is 10
make the audience escape™

The show opens with Privanka’s victory
speech from Canada’s Drag Race and
acknowledges (hat drag is just ag much an
escape Tor the audience ag it is for (he arl-
isl. “T want pecople to walch my shows and
see me do drag and escape lite’s problems.
1know, for me, in the end, it's for people to
escane whatever difficult problems they’re
having,” Sukhanan said.

He also hopes the show will inspire peo-
ple to embrace their dreams, just a3 he did.
“Twas a huge dreamer,” he said. “T always
was somcone who wanted Lo be something,
I would walch other people, be inspired
by them, and wani (o be something. What
keeps me going 15 Irying Lo convinge
mysclland other people that you really can
be anything in this world.”

Priyanka ofien embraces nostalgia. Dur-
ing her season of Canada’s Drag Race, she
earned the nickname “Hannah Montana,”
and when she returned for Dray Super-

star, she performed her own rendition of

“Rest of Both Worlds.™ Touring Devasra-
sia across the United Staies and Canada
allows her (0 play wilh nostalgia while also
remaining aware (hal childhood dreams
canstill come true.

“Me bheing this brown kid from Canada
who iy currently on a world tour, becoming a
pop star after winning one of the world's hig-
gest franchises, and then also [being] on an
HBO show and |winning| a Critics Choice
Award, |being] also one of the ouly drag per-
formers in North America w be one of Apple
Music’s Up Next Artist
things,” Sukhanan said. “T wanl people
uol give up on themselves so casily”

The Devastasia lour is headed down
south as well. While some people might
be nervous aboul (raveling inlo red stales,
especially in the wake of the presidential
election, Sukhanan has no tear. ©1 lived in
Oklahoma and Tennessee for o month. I'm
very aware of the culture wars, the politics,
the homophobia, the transphobia that’s
going on,” he said. "It doesn’t make me ner-
vous because Queer people are resilienl.”

Despile the hate, Sukhanan belicves in
the power ol ar, “The message of my show

is all about that power that people can't
torget they have. A lot of people teel like
they need o hide who they are, because
the rhetoric is "I don't care if you're Gay,
just dom’t put it in my face,” and then Gay
people are like, "See, they accept us,” and
T'm like, ‘No, honey, we shouldn’l have Lo
hide who we are™

Realily show

Tn between lour stops, Sukhanan has
heen Nying back to Canada to shoot his new
reality TV show, Drag Brunch Suved My
Life. Unlike other shows that focus primar-
ily on the glitz and glam of drag, the scrics
highlights the behind-the-scenes drama

SHAUN VADELLA

that goes into producing a drag brunch in
local establishments.

“This i3 a great opportunity for us to
show people of all ditferent walks of life
working with g drag queen in a business
way, he said. “The main goal is, ‘Oh shit,
T'm working with a straighl owner 1o make
the drag brunch.” Ti’s performance, laugh-

ter, and fun.”

“T.ols of (cars, cveryone is crying,” he
added with a smile.

Whilc many would be overwhelmed with
this busy popstar lite, Sukhanan is grate-
ful for every moment of it. “[t's 1ot easy, let
me e/l you that, but T love iL,” hie said. “T'm
addizted o this shil”

BELL MEDIA
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Grammy-winning saxo

Every December, one thing we can
always depend on s 1 series of shows [rom
Northwest native Kenny Goat Dimitriou’s
Tazz Alley. The saxophonist, producer, and
compaoscer still calls Malibu home, but he
always enjoys returning Lo the ity that he
grew up 10 and the club that he loves to play
in.

Kenny G has a way with melody, That's
not. necessarily a revelation — more like
a huge understatement — but it really

comes into focus al this point in his amur-
ing carcer. This is & musician who hay
sold mare than 75 million albums world-
wide, owns the best-selling instrumen-
Ltal record of all tme (199275 1 2-limes-
platinum ABreaifiless), and has the number
one Christmas record of all time (1994%s
eight-times platinum “Miracles”). and
whose song “Going Home™ has, improl-
ahly, become the official end-of-work-day
anthem in China.

A SHOW ABOUT THE LIGHTER SIDE OF TRAGEDY

DEC 4 | SEATTLE, WA

TICKETS AT DEREKSHEENRULZ.COM

Y~k
onist

S
__(EY MK SCOTT

New album

At the heart of those achicvements is
Kenny's ahbility to convey deep emotional
resonance with his saxophone. 4 skill never
maore apparent than on faneeence. his
20th studio album and filh for Concord
Records.

The 12-track project’s theme is lullabies,
which have existed for thousands of years,
not only as a means of soothing habies to
sleep but also to impart cultural and famil-
ial traditions. “Lullabies are very special
to me.” said Kenny, who has been mulling
an album with this focus for soveral yoars
and even mentioned the idea in passing in
TPenny Lane’s acclaimed 2021 HBO docu-
mentary on him, Lisiening (o Kenny G.
“They hold a special place in my heart.” he
said. “Tt’s the melodies. They are beautiful
and timeless, and whenever [ hear them,
wonderful memorics start rushing back to
me.”*

For the last several years, Kenny has
Laken o the internet with gusto as new gen-
erations of listeners have discovered his
music, and conlemporary hitmakers, such
as The Weeknd and Jon Batiste, have [ea-
lured him for guest uppearances on their
allbums. His posts have become memes and
gone viral. as he continues tw have fun with
heing his iconic self.

While the matenal from frmocence may
not make much sense as part of Kenny's
live show (“unless I'm playing at a nurs-
ery school or a private gig at somebody’s
house,” he joked). it’s most delinitely not

Justan album Tor kids. Although, in Ken-

ny's words: “T've alrcady given you the
albums that have made the babics — now T
give you the album that puts them o sleep!™

“You can pul it on when you wanl 1o pel
into a peacelul frame of mind.” he offers.
“Some people will hear the new tracks
without thinking about them as lullabies
and say they just sound like my original
music, and that’s great too. Also, young
parents can enjoy this album. [t might help
them finally get some sleep.”

Below are some excerpls [rom 4 recent
Conversation:

On Seattle

To me Seattle seems like acity that has a
great balance. Tt hag a great vibrant down-
town, as well as a real working waterfront.
Tut to balance that, ene can drive for 10
minutes (let’s pretend there is no raffic)
and be oul In @ more natural seiting. T love
the views of the Olympics and Cascades,
ele., and of course, Ilove il because T grew
up here, so [ feel “al home.”

Kenny G: Coming home

On whal makes Jazz Alley unique

Wow, good question. T can’t remember
how many times we have done 2 run al
Tarz Alley. Maybe six or so? Never for New
Year's Fve, so this will be adirst lor us. And
T really love performing [then], becuause T
like providing a place for peaple to go to
celebrate. It makes me proud of my team
for working hard that night so others can
enjoy and celebrate. And by the way, we do
have fun too!

On sccing him live

Well, we have a lot of albums o draw
from, so we do songs from a lot of differ-
ent recordings. T think we will throw in a
holiday sang just becanse it’s so close to
Christras. But my band is amazing, and T
know the audience will be very impresscd
with their musicianship and showman-
ship. We have been performing together
since the mid-"80s, so we are o really tight
group, and Tam very proud of the show we
provide. Tt hag preal music, phenomenal
musicianship (I humbly include mysell
wilh the rest of my guys here}, dynamics,
pace, elc.. and we aren’t siuly musicians.
We like the audience 10 [eel like there is
no wall hetween the performer and the 1is-
tener.

Om collaborations with The Weeknd
and Jon Batiste
Yes, | did those collaborations. And they

just happen. Someone talks to someone,

and then T gel a lext message rom The
Weeknd, lor example, and we take it from
there: T0s actually pretiy cool how casy it
is lo collzborale, because cveryone is so
connected. And when T play on someone
clse’s music, lome iUs like pulling together
the picees of a puzzle. So T work really
hard to find just the right notes to putin the
song when | am doing a solo for someone
else. [ tey to play enough but not too much,
1t’s atricky balance.

Om the wonders of the Sax

[ wish [ knew. It's all [rom my heart and
instincta. T play things that sound good 10
me. T play things that sound right o me,
and T just follow that, and it seems to lead
mo o the right places.

See Kenny {0 ar Dimitriow’s Jazz
Abley, Dec. 27-30, 2024. For ticket
info and dinper reservarions, go 10
httpsrwww, jazzallev.com or call 200-
441-9729,
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Theater legend Anne Allgood
conjures the afterlife in
Noél Coward’s Blithe Spirit
at the Seattle Rep

BY MK SCOTT

OO
Madame Ar
mons the spirit of Elvira, his late wife of
Charles of the which

longed o see Downton
& complelely oll the rails.
COURTESY ACT THEA] w are highlights of a recent chat with
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al the Sth Ave e i spring,  that Tl bo
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Handmade HoliDAYS m
December 16-20 RN
Tllam — 2pm

9 MarketFront Pavilion

Visit PikePlaceMarket.org
to learn more!

FREE $25

RE>TAURANT GIFY GARD
+ WITH GUERY 5100
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Get festive with Ina Garten, Reba, and Charli XCX:

» Tom Hearn’s “Barefooting Through the Snow" to bring
viral impersonations, musical sketches to Seattle

BY KYLIN BROWN

On December 15, social media sensa-
tiom and long-time Toronto comedian "Tom
[earn will perform at the Rabbil Box on
his holiday-inspired “Barefooting Through
the Snow”™ wour. The SGN spoke with Hearn
aboul his artistic motivatons, viral imper-
sonations, and his tour stop o Scattle.

“Barctooting Through the Snow™ trans-
ports audiences into what appears to be 2003
Hood Network holiday crossover episode
teaturing all of the channel’s best hosts. On
this tour, Hearn will grace the stage in the
form of the Barefoot Contessa herself, Tna
Garlen (Chrisimas Cosmoy, Murtha Stewar(
(Ultimate Gilt Wrapping); Reba Mekintire
(holiday storics); James Corden (improvised
holiday movie magic); and original charac-
ters” skelehes and musical numbers. New to
this wur is an added holiday Brar number

that TTearn will perform as Charli XCX.
Heurn’s  comedy impressions have
recently gome viral, most notably, that of
Garten — whose persona he can snap inlo
with a slightly exaggerated, but convine-
ing, recital of her signature line: “And how

Jfubulous is that?”

Inspired by the era of television he was
raised on, including the likes of Friends
and Trading Spaces, Hearn's imperson-
ations of all-star TV show hosts like Garten
and McEntire seem to have tapped into an
era of a genecation’s collective nostalgia,

“Recentlly, I've been duing thimgs that
don’t scem like they're super zellgeisly or
top el mind al this mement bul people are
chply msainmtc qhnul" hc ﬂaid "’I lhink

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2024

12:00-2:00PM

LUNCH WITH SANTA CLAUS

CHRISTMAS CAROL SING-ALONG
WITH CHOIR AND BRASS

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

SEATTLE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
1111 HARVARD AVENUE

seattle

JAZZIN' with the CLASSICS for CHRISTHAS

Decembier 20, 2024 ai 7:30pm = Faith Lutheron Chinch

ilalEal

aleo on Oreas, Whidbey & in Couwar » www,

BROety ({/rnir//r%/// -

Martin Lumd, pianofvlariiet 8 Jeffres Cobeon, hite s Panl Gabrielson, hass

SEATTLE, WA

seattlefirstbaptist.org

1dl( Lightnw.org
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nial content.”

According Lo |learn, his Garten impres-
sion received instant virality when he
decided to post a clip during the carly pan-
demic. “Overnight,” he said, “llu, tirst clip
saw aboul three million views.” He has
since seen conlinuous positive engagement
on other impersonation clips, including an
approving comment on a Martha Stewart
bit from Martha Stewart herself.

Betore his online takeoft, Hearn cut his
teeth at Toronte's Comedy Bar and others
for 15 years, His newfound virtual fame
led lo the decision Lo lake “Barelooling
through the Snow”——which first debuled
in 2023 with g sold-oul workshop perlor-
mance—aon Lour

Apparcnlly, demand for a Scattle siop
was quite high. Hearn also prelers smaller

SPICY JHOL
MOMO

COURTESY TOM HEARN

city markets. “There’s \(lmL,lhiHL o be
sdld aboul going o a smaller city,” he said.
cetally with a \how that is so heavily
[ocused on queerness.”

‘With a popped collar and araised cosmio-
politan, Hearn can’l wait o share this ode
o “the queen Ina Garten™ and “all things
Holi- Sl(iy" with Scarrlc.

“Plus.” he said, “you never know who
might drop by for a Holiday Cosmo.”

“Barefooiing Through the Srow™ will
{atke place at the Rabbit Box e Saturday,
December (5 at 7 pm. Find tickers and
additional informarion at hitps:www.
therabbitboxscatile. comvvents burefoot-
ing-through-the-snow. Follow Tom Hearn
on Instagram @isthartombearn and on
TikTok ar @isthartombearndreal.

WAIWAI

'CUP NOODLES

SPICY VINDALOO
1833 Broadway, Seattle, WA 98122 (206) 320-7770

SALISH SEA

2025 EARLY MUSTC FESTIVAL

10 programs ¢ January 1o July * Seanle and all around the Sound © Joinus!
www.salishseafestival.org
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Le Creuset bread oven &
cookhook

Honed your sourdough skills dur-
ing the pandemic! Level "em up in
l.e Creuscet’s handsome cnameled
cast-iron bread oven, available in
seven of the French manutacturer’s
signature ombré hues, Tor swunning
artisan loaves weal for gifting or your
own privalc gluttony. Make il a meal
with Julig Turshen’s Lastest Chicken
Noodle Soup recipe [rom the Queer
cook’s lalest book, Whar Goes wirh
What, 3300, Food52.com: $20,
A.’HLIZ(HL{.‘OIT!

/7‘ ‘\\J'

La Boule dinnerware set

Home-based meals are anything
but avant-garde these days (and, no,
Uber Eats doesn't count), but Vil-
leroy & Boch brings a splash of
panache (o the Lable with its multi-
colored, premium poreelain La Boule
seven-picce dinnerware sels — in
Miami and Memphis styles — which
include two stackable regular howls,
lwo pasta bowls. two plales, and one
serving tray that form a single nest-
ing round and an artistic conversation
picce after the dishes are done. $450,
Villeroy-Bach.com

Imogene + Willie (ees faceessorics

Strectwear lakes the sophisticated
track via imogene + willic’s auda-
cious selection of graphic products,
like its popular “bol” in hlack and
increasingly prescient “burn i all”
teex, along with accessories that
include the standout “brenco™ trucker
and “dead wrong” knit watch cap. For
Queers of a certain age (you know
who you are), these style-forward
mix-ns give edge without looking
desperalely trendy or — God lor-
hid — compleicly oul of (wuch (you
know who you are too). $38-868,
imogeneandwillic.com

The EnergyLounger wellness
platform

Need a Gmeout? You'll gel ane
with a kickback on (he Encrgy-
Lounger wellness plauform, oller-
ing cuting-edge, full-body red and
near-infrared light therapy sessions
designed for relaxation and rejuve-
nation in the comfort of your own
home, Benefits include reduced pain
and stiffness, improved blood cir-
culation, and cell regencralion for
an experience (hat'll Lake you away
when Calgon ain’t cultin® it §7, 560~
89,998, EnergyLonnger.com

- = ==

Beekman 1802 Advent calendar

There’s na place like home when
you've got Beekman [802's luxurious
starybook-inspired Advent calendar
to see you through the holidays, cach
door revealing one of 24 cult-fuve
face and beauty products, includ-
ing 16 lull-size bestsellers. Bring the
somewhere-over-the-rainbow sciuti-
ment 360 with a few selections rom
the boys” Wicked-branded lincup,
like the Glamorous Gal Bodyeare
Gill Set or Make Your Own Magic
3-Pack Bar Soap Set. lor all the good
wilches {and bad bitches} in your life.
8179, Beekmanl802.com

Pasturchird Chicken/“Ilot Ones™
Season 25 W-pack

Read the reyiews for Pasturchird
[ree-range chicken products (live stars
across the board, including s holiday-

ready patty wings), and you'llbe an
instant convert — especially atter you
Tight “cmup with Heatonist’s “Hot
Ones” Season 25 10-pack, fearuring
tlavors like Litde Dick’s Ghost Pepper
Pear, Pepper Norths Jork & Scotch
Bonnct, and Hot Oncs’ own The Last
Traby: Xpericnce, an apropos name
Torthe Pepper X—based sauce with
Scoville heat unil rating of over 2.6
million. (For reference, a classic bul-
fulo clocks in 4t amere 1LEOO SITLL)
Santa might he S.0.L. on milk this
year. $10-25, Pasturebird.com; 3120,
Heatonist.com

Cedar Ridge The Quintlssential
whiskey

You're gonna necd a bulfer that
packs a punch — so none are thrown
— this holiday season, and Cedar
Ridge The QuinmEssential is the
American single-malt whiskey up to
he task, with its notes of caramel and
vanilla combined with a persistent
pepperiness that's H-O-T-T-0-G-0.
S60, CedarRidgeDistillery.cont

CEDAR RIDGE

Pepper Pong game

Malke room, Lable winis — there’s
a new player in the game. Pepper
Pong — a 2023 Best New Game
winner — is ping pong’s “go-any-
where, do-anything, challenge-
anyone cousin... with a mean mul-
let and pickleball-infused DNA,”
according to its website, and that
translates to a whole lotta fun for the
whole family... if you're into that
sorla thing. $70, PepperPong.com
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Spice Grinder

FinaMill Grinder

Save your knuckles [rom skin-
chewing  microplanes and gral-
crs with a convenient aulomaled
replacement in the rechargesble
FinaMill Grinder that allows kilchen
whizzes to scason with case, thanks
to its one-handed click-grind-release
technology. Max and Pro Plus pods
pulverize everything from carda-
mom seeds lo collee beans sans
blood, sweal, or Llears, in comple-
mentary culinary mill colors that
include black, while, red, and gray.
3100, FinaMill com

Danish Creamery UCS

Danish Creamery  renowned for
its [rosh-churned Eurepean-style
butter —keeps you andyour sticks
rizzed up and ready to spread this
holiday season with its branded
ugly  Christmas  sweater  that
ncludes a tny additional sweater
to dress up your serving dish. in a
twofer that’s both salty and sweet,
80, LighChrisonasSweater.com

Tom of Finland Duffel

Henry Cavill is a prime candidate
for the anatomical embodiment of a
Tom of Finland illustration, and it's
hard not Lo fantasize about the over-
sized actor decked out in head-to-
loc leather, especially aller you cop
Logi's Tom of Finland Day & Night
Recyeled Weekender, [eaturing all-
over printed ToF artwork that looks
suspiciously like the Superman that
Lives rent free in our collective spank
banks. $4¢4 Logi.com

DC Comices Style Guide/
Batman DY D set

Pair a reissue of the 1982 DC
Comics Style Guide — designed
lo assist licensees in delivering a
consiatent look lor the brand’s cele-
brated Super Heroes — with the Bal-
man 83th Anniversary 10-Film Col-
lection, which includes fan-(avorite
animated classics like FThe Killing
Joke, The Long Halloween, and Soul
of the Dragon, among others, for a
«ift that'll instantly clevate you to
Super Hriend. $95, StandardsMan-
weil.com; $200, Ameazon.com

Andy Warhol x Absolut Vodka

Art dmdtates life imitating art in
Absolul Vodkas Tull-circle Andy War-
hol collab [eaturing elements of the
pap icon’s overlooked 1985 blue bote
painling, rediscovered in 2020, Wilh
colors extracled dircetly (rom the origi-
nal work and made with mululayer
sereen printing to create an anthentic
sensory expericuce Lo louch, the spir-
ited 2024 collector’s item also includes
a QR code that epens a portal inte the
world of Warchol and the story behind
both brands' historde and enduring con-
neclion, this limited-edition release
now among (hem. $26. ReserveBar.com

Dwayne Chestnut sunglasses

Did Voniélle slecp on the app Lo
name its Dwayne Chestouts Tip-up
(ransitioning glasses the Dwayne
‘Waynes, paying homage to the iconic
spectacle-shades popularized by
Kadeem Hardison on A Different
World? Perhaps. But slap on a pair
ol these bad hoys and you'll bring
all the eardy-"90s vibes (and maybe a
few Whilleys or Raon Johnsony) (o the
yard. $189. Vontelle.com
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Mikey Rax s an award-winaiag

Journalist and LGBT lifestvle expert

whose work has been published in more
than a hundred outlety across the world.
Connect with Mikey on Instagram @
mikevroxtravels,

Bellingham
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Clarion West

- Level Up Your Writing
WORKSHOPS | CLASSES | AUTHOR EVENTS

Novel Writing Workshop with Samit Basu
(Virtual) March 10, 2025, to November 17, 2025
Applications Are Open thru December 15

Six-Week Summer Workshop
[Virtual} June 22 - August 2, 2025
With instructors: Maurice Broaddus, Malka
Diana Pho, and Martha Wells
ions Open December 15, 2024

Year-Round Programs
Classes & Warkshaops
On-Demand Class Library
Author Events

And Maore!

Suppert our fall fundraiser,
worxshop, take a class!

LEARN MORE:
WWW.CLARIONWEST.ORG
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DINA

CONTINUED FROM COVER

AH: Who influenced you the most, sv
far as singing, dancing, acting, comedy,
and the important of faux velowr?

DM: Without a doubl. il was Soupy Sales.
Now, [ realize a lot of your readers are (oo
voung o know wha Soupy Sales was, so
for them, T just say that he was sort ol the
“Mort Sahl” ol his era.

AH: You first stepped on stage at Seat-
tle’s Center on Contemporary Art, in
1989. Huw did that show go?

DM: Quite well, thanks. [Lwus more sur-
real than anything, hecause the andience
watlched the performers (through peepholes
in the wall. We really couldn’t sce them al
all Irom the stage, so it was kind of like the
podsin Love Iy Blind.

AH: Do you ever feel stage fright?

DM: 1 don’t ever leel stage [right, bul
somelimes Ido get that apal reflux.

AH: How has your fabulousness grewn
and changed over the vears?

M: Oh, it changes daily. It's I'ke the
tide, really. hecause it reaches highs (wice
every day and then il has some prelty awlul
lows 100, and those scem (0 happen only
when ['m onslage.

AH: Any makeup and fashion tips for
folks who want te be as fabulous as you
are?

DM: Yes! Always wear your black pumps
during cold and flu seasen, and your white
pumps during flea and tick scason, Another
thing I've always adhered tois the advice of
Coco Chanel, who famously said, “Before
you leave the house, look in the mirror and
take everything ol Also very imporlant:
Rouge your hips.

AH: Your Facchook page says you've
recently played San Diego, San Fran-
cisce, ’alm Springs, New York City, and
Los Angeles — though possibly not in
that order. How de those cities compare
and ¢ontrast with each other for you?

DM: Predty well,

AH: Does San Franciseo really have
most of the fabulous people in the world,
or is this just myth?

DM: Tt really does, bul they™re all home-
bodies. s0 I never see them.

AH: What cities are the best and the
worst for the Dina Martina expericnee,
and why?

DM: T can’t really pick u [avorile city
because there are so many great ones, but
hoy. Pyongyang was alow point,

WATERS

CONTINUED FROM COVER

to do i, And this is probably the worst
cover record ever done. That's why il savs
“Please don’ listen 1o this record.”

AH: Is your record on the charts?

JW: The charts — what are the charts?
get Billhoard, they don't even have a chart
anymore. It depends on whose chart, At
Atomic Books in Baltimore, yes!

AH: T read your Sheck Valiwe ook
many years ago, and I noticed a very cute
picture of a tiny John Waters, speaking
with Santa. Do you recall those visits?

AH: What are your best, worst, and
wackiest stories of bringing Dina Mar-
tina to the world — which tours, cities,
venues, cte.?

DM: Hm, let's see...one of the best was
definitely performing on the roof of the
Metropolitan Museum of Artin 2019. One
ol the worst was Lhe ong cruise | performed
on, becawse T gol seasick (nol during Lthe
show, thank goodness). One of the wacki-
est was when 1 did a show at the Tacoma
Arit Muscum, which oddly enough received
one ol the best audience responses I've ever
coilen. Go ligure!

AH: Have you ever toured overseas? If
s0, how do people there respond to you?

DM: Yes, Pve performed in London
mary times, and the audiences are always
wonderful. T love how they laugh with a
British aceent.

AH: Anyone ever start a fistfight? Any-
one ever jump onstage to shower you

Anyone ever do both?

DM: Neither one aof those have ever hap-
pened, bul quile often there'’s a stampede o
get out of the huilding.

AH: You ¢bviously keep yolumineus
scraphooks of your notices! Are you cver
worried they1l fall through the floor?

DM: Ol 'm not worried at all. They
came in real handy during [the pandemic],
when the stores were out of Wilet paper.

AH: What are your own personal
favorite notices? 1’m going with the dear
departed Seartle Post-Intelligencer: “As
graceful as a Coke machine moving
about on a hand truck.”

DM: Yes, | do love that one, bul some
other Tavorites are “She looks like Liz
Taylor and Liza Minnelli hit with a brick™
and also “Her face looks like the colligion
ol'a Maybclline truck with a Shoncy s bul-
fell?

AH: You've shared bills with Marga-
ret Che, Alan Cumimning, Chita Rivera,
and Nina Hagen. What can you dish
about their fabulousness?

1M Marguret is so wonderTul and sweel,
but Alan is sweet and wonderful. Chita was
absolutcly s'wonderful, and Nina Hagen
wius INing Hagen.

AH: Your andience members have
included Jehn Waters, Jennifer
Coolidge, Bette Midler, Eric Idle, Gra-
ham Norton, Wheopi Goldberg, Matt
Stonc. What van you dish about their
fabulousness?

DM: They were all neat.

AH: Your daughter Phoehe must be in
her thirties by now! Will she still e part
of yvour act? Will she ever strike ont on
her own?

DM: She's 11, and let me tell you: she
justshines, Bul she's also ¢ handflul, She's a
shining hand[ul.

AH: Please share vour thoughts on
winning, and not winning, the Strenger’s
Genius Award for Theater plus three
Seaitle Times Footlight Awards (win-
ning), and the Alpert Award in Theater, a
SPIT Award for Best Solo Show, and two
GLAAD Media Awards for OQutstanding
Off-Off Broadway Theater (not winning).

DM; Winning the Stranger’s Genius
Award was neat because ol the money, but
it was also delicious because they gave oul
cakes. The Seartle Times Foolight Awards
were s0 amaring becawse they print your
name in the paper. I can’t veally say much
about the other ones hecause vou know
whart they say: “It's an honor just to win.”

AH: What fabulousnesses can we
expect from the new Christmas show?

DM: You van expect any kind of fabu-
lousness you want, but the show 150°1 wril-
ten yet, 5o Lrcally have noidea,

COURTESY DINA MARTINA

AH: Years ago T noticed that Timothy
Leary was an old friend of yours! Did he
leave you any more of his special sweet
sugar cubes?

DM: Oh, he wasn’t actually a friend; he
was mercly an admirer. He saw me perlorm
in Reno and then wrode a [an leller, and
that was when he very generously included
some magical sugar cubes. Boy, that really
made Toran inleresting show,

AH: What’s in the future for the Dina
Martina experience? More globetrot-
ting? More fabulonsness? Vore fanx
velour?

DM: Alter the first of the year, 'm going
nto (he studio © record my new album
Dina Martina: A Reason to Celibate |sic),
which I'm very excited about. I'm also
thinking about doing a onc-woman gender-
swap passion play, but I'm not suce yet. And
you know what I'd really Tove is to volun-
teer o help marginarized [sic] communi-
tics, you know, maybe bring them some
chocolate pudding or something.

IW: Yeah, it was always Hutzler's
Department Store, in ‘Towson, [Maryland, |
where I grew up. 1 probably believed in
Santa, in that picture. What made me not
belicve in him was thal every Chrisimas
Eve, cverybody went down 1o the town
square and lit the wee. And 8anta came, hut
I could see it was the man who lived two
doors up [rom me. I eould iell it was bhim!
That’s when I knew something was up.

And 1 didn’t want to tell my parents,
because then they'd be upset. but that was
onc of my first rebellious things. [ always
thought the Easter Bunny was so low-class,
you know — you had to search around for
whal, 2 hard-boiled cgg? [ thought the Las-
ler Bunny was Santa’s cocmy,

AH: So you would’'ve taken Santa’s
side in that fight?

IW: Twould've, yes.

AH; Over the years, what have been
your favorite Christmas presents?

TW: A cashmere bMankel Divine gave
me, that Tstill have. You should never have
cashmere in your home because it means
“Allention, all moths, come here tor Wood-
stock!” But I still use il somelimes, Lor the
chill.

God knows where he got it. he could
never have afforded it He might have
shoplifted it. And that comes to the ques-
tion: Are shoplifted gifts more personal?
130 (hey mean maore? You take a risk — but
you take a risk when you go into credit card
deht during Christmas. I'm not pro-steal-
ing, especially because of small businesses.

I always like books, rare books, weird

books that people give me, [ think every-
hody should just buy cverybody books for
Christmas. That shonld be the only gift. I
think the biggest insult is when you get a
gilt curd. People think you're so swupid you
don’t have any interests.

I still buy CDs. I'm one ol the oldest
people that do that, bul then T pul them in
my Sonos, which causes lechnical trouble.
T don’t really ask people o give me music,
because they give me streaming — thar's
like a weird present. I do have a list of
books that people can get from my office, if
they’re looking for a present.

More frformarion abour A John Walers
Chrigtmas con be found at hiips:Swww. sig-
PRESCRIS.OFE EVeRis a-folin-walers-christnas.
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\w_ OPENS JAN 19
KING COUNTY’S MARYMOOR PARK

J.S. Bach: Gloria in excelsis Deo, BWV 191
Zelenka: Missa Nativitatis Domini

FESTIVE CHRISTMAS CANTATAS S ]'

December 19, 2024 @ 7:30 PM ‘
Town Hall Seattle 5 t\ ]

) : |'1 [l .‘
Vancouver Chamber Choir Eﬂ.T']Y \\ = CETEMD HJ

Pacific Baroque Orchestra J
Alexander Weimann Music
Seattle
Tickets at earlymusicseattle.org T
a communally-minded,

season-inspired
Solstice party

Music performances
Movement meditation
Wellness activities
Participatory rituals

Curated by Ves Hua g

DEC. 21, 2024
6:00 p.m. - 12:00 a.m.
King Street Staticn
FREE

seattle.gov/arts/longest-night
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Moana 2
Theaters

Moana 2 began life as a proposed ani-
maled lelevision series [or Disney+. 1l
didn't take long for the powers that be at
Wall Disney Animation Studios (o realize
thal the big screen was where Polynesian
heroine Moana (voiced by Auliti Cray-
alhoy and the shape-shilting demigod Maui
(Dwayne Johnson) were most at home,
and plans quickly shifled o craft the pair
a story that would befit a sccond cinematic
adventure.

Wilh the sequel’s Thanksgiving holiday
release on the horizon, T sal down with
Moana 2 producer Christina Chen and
actor Hualalai Chung on the Space Nee-
dle’s observation deck to chat about the
film. We touched on several hot-button top-
ics, and (he pair’s overall joy al having Lhe
opportunity to be invelved with the project
was immedialely palpable, Here are some
ol the edited highlight [rom our briel con-
versation,

Sara Michelle Fetters: Talk about a
little about how this sequel came to be.

Christina Chen: There was so much
love for the first animated film. Me know
Mocna zo well. We love the characters. We
love the music. [t really was begging for
this expansion Lo Lhe story, Bveryone was
wondering, where is Moana going Lo be a
couple of year from now [the events of the
previous ilm]?

So, there veally was (his groundswell
ol people at the studio and rom andi-
ences that wanted (0 see a sequel happen.
We would do these screenings every lew
months, and cveryone always agreed we
needed W conlinue Moana's story. and it
needed 10 be a big sereen experience. IUs
just so beantitul. So expansive. Bveryone is
always just so blown away when we screcn
the first film. In that way, a sequel just hap-
pened orpanically. Ihad o be made.

SME: I watched the original again
Jjust the vther day, and I was struck once
again by how celebratory it is of diver-
sity, and not just in the natural world,
but in the cultural huoman world as
well. It’s such cultural celebration. How
would vou say Moara 2 picks up on some
of those themes?

CC: This film s ultimately about ide ntity
and 1t is about connection. 1t shows how we
as people continue 1w evolve as individu-
als and 48 a society. This ime Moana is a
Teader, She has a new crew, and so Lhe story
shows Lhat, as we gel older and lile and we
become a leader, what docs that mean? In
the fivst m she wenl ofl on her own, This

ether — chatting about Disney's Moana 2

BY SARA MICHELLE FETTERS
SGN STAFF WRITER

time, she has the responsibility of lead-
ing her erew knowing she is poing on this
new adventure for her people and with her
people.

SME: Hualalai, when you auditioned
for Moana 2, what was it like to step into
the shoes of this character, Moni, and
knowing you’d he a part of continuing
Moana’s story?

Tualalai Chung: Tl be honest. When
I sat down to auditon, I had no idea this
was the film T was auditioning for, Disney
docs this amazing job of keeping things
under wraps, s0 T'd received all the materi-
als unlisted, no character names, no studio
namcs, nothing. But [ have this mentality
to not give up on any opportunity. It was a
role, and I knew 1 wanted it, so I wanted to
give Lthe best audition possible so 1 could
force whichever studio was doing the cast-
ing (o make a tough decision,

‘Three or [our weeks later, 1 gel Lhis phone
call from the casting director al Wall Diy-
ney Animation Studios and [absolutely lost
my mind. Twas such a Thsney kid when T
was young, We went Lo the parks overy
summer whenever possible. But, that aside,
I have an even decper love of my culture,
and Moane meant so much to me as a kid.
I remember walking around the park and
thinking, if there cver was an opportunity
Lo pair ny love ol Disney with my love ol
my cullure, that would be a dream come
Lrue,

SMF: So, claborate on that if you
could? You were a kid when Moana
came out. Now, here you are, starring in
the sequel, What does that feel like?

TIC: Tun lact: Auli’i actually gradualed
from the same high school. How crazy is
that? It as so cool when the first film came
out that, not only did Disney create a film
that celebrates Polynesian culture, Pacific

Islander culture, but thatl it also siarrcd
someone our home town.

To be able to join her on this adventure?
It’s truly an honor. 1 try o come up with
other words (o describe whal 'm leeling
but there just aren’t any. 1t’s such an honor,
sueh a blessing, Parl ol me still can’t believe
it happened.

SMF': Without going into spoilers, can
you tell people haw Moni fits into Moana
and Maui’s latest adventure?

HC: Tlike 1o say Moni is everyone’s hest
[riend. ITe’s whimsical. TTe’s giddy. Tl is
obsessed with Maui, so much so il can gel
a little uncomloriable sometimes. [laughs|
But Moni is also the dreaming historian
Moana’s village. He fits into the crew by,
not only being an oarsman, but by also
being able Lo recile many of the ancient
tales and legends that will help Moana and
Muaui navigale (hrough all the various trails
and hardships Lhey're going 1o lace alomg
Lthe way o their destinalion,

SMF: Christina, having worked on the
tirst Moara and now stepping up to the
plate as one of film's producers for the
sequel, what did it teel like to embark on
this adventure knowing you had such a
pivotal role to play?

CC: Like Hualalai, working on Moana 2
was a dream come true. 1 was lucky cnough
Lo work on the first film. and (hat’s where
T hecame Fricnds with my ellow producer
Yvell Merino, She was a production man-
ager on Moang and T was in production
finance, so il was such a joy and an honor (0
produce this sequel alongside of her,

Two of our three directors, David G. Der-
rick Jr. and Jason Tland, also worked on (he
{ivst (ilm, so Moana 2 was like this big fam-
ily reunion. I think, as a group, we're just
grateful we got the opportunity to work on
this sequel cach and every day. I'll say it

hristina Chen and actor Hualalai Chung

again — s a drcam come true.

SME: When Auli’l and Dwayne
walked back into the recording studio to
resurrcet Moana and Maui for the first
time, what was that like?

CC: Magic. 1L was magic. We were all
50 exciled, The (iest words they ullered as
their characters, Auli'T and Dwayne imme-
diately snapped back into being Moana and
Maui again. They have such a deep love
of thesc characters and of their culture, it
was like (hey'd never stopped being Maona
and Maui. The ¢re Maona and Maui. To was
ingredible (o see. Just 1o see them in the
booth, working out their lines, and bring-
ing back that comedy and that emaotion? It
was amazing. Tears may have been shed.
[faughs)

SMF: We're in this period right now
where there all these heightened emo-
tions regarding representation and
diversity, especially as it pertains to the
arts, cinema in particular, There is also
such great enthusiasm for this sequel.
How important is it for a film like Moana
2 to come out right now and in this envi-
ronment?

CC: This whole film is ahout connee-
tion. [t's such a4 universal thing that L think,
that I hope, everyone cun relale . As we
grow older, we begin (o realize how much
we need ome another. Thal everylhing is
conngeled, This lilm is very cmblematic of
the idea that going on any lype ol adven-
Lure (ogether is determinative of just how
[ar we will ullimately go. Il we don't go on
the: journey logether, we won'| gel very lar,
We'll get stranded.

Tthink, for me, thai’s why this is such an
important story o tell I0s valuable at any
point in our lives to be reminded about that.
I think that’s especially true right now.

SMFE: Hunaldlai, in that same vein, you
know how much the first Moane meant
to yvou as a youngster, what do you hope
viewers, especially younger viewers, take
away from watching Moana 27

HC: Tthink the fivst and second lilm rep-
resent the importance of communily so
well. Thope this is something cveryone can
relate o, I think, my personal cxperience
in all of this and in making this film also
cxemplifics that you can do anything you
set your mind to, and that's also a really big
theme that Moana hersell Lypifies. Don't
lei the confines of lile and society keep you
rom heing who you are meant (o be, Thon'(
give up. Go lorit.
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Rambunctious Queer is an ejaculatory descent
into the humanistic unknown

BY SARA MICHELLE FETTERS
SGN STAFF WRITER

QUEER
Theaters (Dec. &)

The lagt amie T tackled William S, Bur-
roughs was when David Cronenberg’s
phantasmagorical oddity Naked Lunch
played Spokane’s Magic Lamern Thealer in
1991 1 hoped thal reading the souree male-
rial woukl add context and give addinonal
ingighl.into the wickedly weird motion pic-
ture I'd recently sai through. [ was wrong.

However. Tdid pick up Junkie althe same
time. Even though T haveot returned 1o 11
in over 30 vears, I must have read that dog-
carcd, trayed-at-the-cdges paperback four
or five times. That book is 4 masterpiece.

Be that as it may, 1 have not read Bur-
roughs’ unfinished, semiautobiographi-
cal Oueer. published in 1983 but written
between 1951 and 1953, After watching
Chaflengers and Cell Me by Your Nume
impresario Luca Guadagnino's disquict-
ingly rambunctious lilm adaptation, T fcel
compelled to read whal Burroughs had 1o
say about his doppelginger William Lece’s
hedomsiic adventures in Mexico Cily.
Granted, U'd probably gel next 1o no clar-
ily, just like when [ made my way through
Nuleed Lunch hack 10 high school.

Parl ol me thinks (his is exactly as i

should be. Burroughs was an indecipherable
paradox. There 1s lucid lunacy 1o his crack-
pot musings, much of them dealing with
sender, sexuahity, and the unlathomable
conundrun thatis the human condition.

Hor Queer, Guadagnino reteams witlh his
Challengers screenwriler Jusiin Kurilzkes,
anel again the pair show no interest in play-
mg il sale, Their adaptation is 4 stream-ol-
consciousness explosion of sex, longing,
adoration, substance abuse, and griel thai
leaps [rom cne emolional permutalion 1o
the next, with zero though! as 1o whether
the audience can keepup. They mix genres,
visual styles, and meledramatic histion-
ics with carnally promiscuous ambition,
then set it all w a killer score composed by
Trent Reznor and Atticus Ross (The Social
Network), augmented by songs that run
the gamut from Nirvana, Prince, Sinéad
O’Connor, and New Order to big band
wmes ol the era,

As for the plot? Tt’s 1950, and Amcri-
can cxpal William Lee (Daniel Craig) is
shambling through Mexico City sireels in
an alcohol- and drug-mduced hazc as he
thirsts aficr many ol the young men who
cross his path. He's particularly drawn (o
Eugene Allerton (Drew Starkey), a [ormer
soldhier who crossed ihe southern border lor

SWANSONS

NURSERY

reasons entirely his own, The pair sirike up
a [riendship that guickly becomes mtimate.
Eventually, they travel 1o South America
i search of a [abled plant that imght grant
them deeper psychedelic insight i the
world and the peoples wheo inhabit it.

There™s Tillle thyme or reason (0 any ol
this. I's w1l a loggy melaphorizal blur of
naked bodies, whirhing cigaredle smoke, and
Lequila shots with o lnkewarm beer chaser.
Are Lee and Allerton in love? Ii's hard 1o
say, and Guadagnino and Kuritzkes refuse
10 allow any hints of cmotional ceriainly.
But there is lust and longing. There is anecd
that is not only scxual but intellectual in
narure. While Lee clearly needs Allerton
more than the latter does him, their mutual
affection still conies across &s genuine, and
maybe that’s all that truly matters.

A wild group of supporting charucters
rushes in and out of the story, almost all of
whom make an impression. Chiel among
them arc the virtually unrccognizable,
scene-slealing veleran characler aclors
Jason Schwartzman and Oscar nominee
Lesley Manville. T'm ool gonng (o spoil who
they play or what they have 1o da with the
aflair. Just know thal cach is owstanding,
delivering two ol my lavoriie supporting
performances ol 2024

N
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Craig is magnificont. Much will likely
bc made of his “bravery” in allowing him-
sell 1o be seen in the bull while cngaging
i eralic scences with Starkey, but T am Jar
more impressed hy his emotonal naked-
ness. His Lee is a wild eccentric desper-
alely trying to hold himsell wgether, even
though he’s comstantly on Lhe cosp ol g
peychological breakdown. Craig’s pilery,
almost cartoomish vocal bombast iy juxia-
posed nicely wilh his swealy (error al the
thoughi that Lee may have io walk through
the remainder of hig days alene, Teouldn’
take my cyes off of him,

Docs it all work? [ honestly can’t say. It
took me mulriple viewings to come around
o not just liking Cronenbere'’s Naked
Lunch but also realizing that it’s a bona
fide cinemaric masterwork. While I have
no clue if my feelings about Guadagnino’s
adaptation of Queer will follow 4 similar
trajeciory, T beliove this (ype of revelatory
cvolution could lake place, as this film
docs speak volumes. The divector cralicd
an ¢jaculatory descent inte the unfinished
humanistic unknown (hat’s probably unlike
anything Ive ever scen. T have a fechng
Burroughs, it he were still around 1o see the
{tmshed filn, wouldo™t have wanied 11 any
olher wiy.

l

VISIT US ONLINE SGN.ORG

DECEMBER 2024




WICKED; PART ONE
Theaters

I’s taken over two decades for the popu-
lar — "Youre gonna he pop-u-LAR!™ —
Broadway musical sensation Wicked w
transilion [rom stage Lo screen. Countless
versions have been in production through-
out the last 20 vears, but, tor whatever rea-
son, no flmmaker has been able to rustle
up the spark that could give an aduaplation
lile, Would a new version remain a musical?
Or should & lfeature-length production Lake
a Harry Patter approach and hew closer 10
Gregory Maguires best-selling 1999 novel?
These were only Lwo ol the plethora of ques-

Y SARA MICHELLE FETTERS
pSGN STAFF WRITER

Loms anyong wanling 4 lack le the properly
needed o answer.

Enter dirccior Jon M. Chu, the man
behind Srep Up 20 The Streers, a pair of
unexpectedly suceessful Justin Bicher doc-
umenraries, Crazy Rich Asiany, and In the
Heights. Along with screcowriters Dana
Fox (Cruelle) and Winnie Holzman (who
also wrote the hook for the Broadway pro-
duction), they've kept the plcture & musical
while also including malerial from Magu-
ire’s source malerial thay was excised rom
the stuge play. The team has alse ool the
slory into picces, gambling that audiences
will be thrilled to see a two-parl epic filled
with singing, dancing, and purposclully
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melodramatic emolions, all sel in L, Frank
Baum’s Merry Old Land of Q.

The [ruits of this labor of love, Wicked:
Part One, has now mawerialized. While
I'm not exactly over the rainbow, there’s
plenty here worth celebrating, thanks
the pitch-perlect casting ol Cynthia Erivo
as the preen-skinned future Wicked Witch
of the West Elphaba and Ariana Grande-
Butera as the selfish Galinda (who will put
her past behind her o become Glinda, the
Good Witch ol the North) and & erackerjack
elimax that certainly defies gravity, [ think
general audiences will e clicking their ruby
slippers in glee, likely making the decision
Lo transform this story into a double [cature
a profitable one.

After a brief prologue in Munchkinland
{which the less said about the better —it's
horderline terrible), the story kicks off with
Elphaba and Galinda being forced to share
the latter’s dorm suite at Shiz Unlversity. At
firsl, the two despise one another, Laler on,
alter a serics of [ravails, they discover Lhey
have more in common than they thought.
When Elphaha is invited by the wonderlul
Wizard of Oz (Jell Goldblum) to visithim in
the Emerald City, she in turn asks Galinda
(now rcnamed Glinda to show solidarity
with their history professor Dr. Dillamond,
recently dismissed for being a goat) to
accompany her on the trip.

That's precious little plot for a 160-min-
ute motion pieture tand it's only act one of
the congiderably shorler Broadway produc-
lion), Even il Fox and Holzman go oul of
their way (o Mesh things out, mike the world
ol Oz morc comples, and add further layers
Lo the core supporting characlers — includ-
ing Elphaha’s paraplegic sister Nessarose
{Marissa Bode), Shiz headmisiress Madama
Marrible (Michelle Yeoh), and dashing royal
had boy Fiyero (Tonathan Bailey) — the film
naticeably drags. especially throughout the
midsection. Chu has considerable trouble
maintaining dramatic momentuni, and it
isn't until Galinda decides 1o give Elphaba
4 makeover and sings her signalure song
“Popular” thal it beging Lo pick up stleam,

From Lhat point lorward, Wicked: Farr
One 1akes oll. The plot against the animals
ol Oz is revealed, and a blossoming love tri-
angle involving Elphaba, Galinda/Glinds,
and Fivero is deftly hinted at with wink-
ing subtlety. There's a sublime musical sct
plece inside the walls of the Tmerald Cily
(which had my promo audience gasping and
applanding in justified shocked euphoria),
and Goldblum’s initial appcarance as the
longue-ticd Wizard of Oz is just what one
wonld hope forand more,

Then comes that climax. Thiz may be
only the midpoint of the overall tale, hut
Chu gives itall the energy, excilement, won-
der, whimsy, and exclamatory, defiant joy
4 song like “Defving Gravity™ deserves.
Magnificently shot by cincmatographer
Alice Brooks (fick, tick...BOOGM!) and cul

COURTESY UNIVERSAL PICTURES

with rapid-fire ferocity by edilor Myron
Kersiein {Guing in Stvle). everylthing aboul
this crackerjack f(inale overwhelms the
senses and enlivens the soul. T builds o an
explosive last few minutes that sent my heart
soaring, and I nearly forgot about the cle-
menls that annoyed and [rusirated me.

5till, Chu vexes me as a tilmmaker. There
are moments, like the one 1 just described,
where his handling of the material is strato-
spheric in ils altention o delail and styl-
ishly inventive exuberance. Bul then there
are others, much like fn the fleights, when
he overcuts the action and dancing Lo the
point they become a visual hlur and the ath-
letic artistry of the ensemble is complelely
lost. Praduction designer Nathan Crowley
(Tener) creates one-of-a-kind sets overtiow-
ing in possibility — only for the director to
nmake precious little of merit out of se¢ many
of them. It's exasperating.

The single element that keeps this Ozian
odyssey Irom derailing is the exemplary,
[rec-spirited performances delivered by
lirivo and Grande-Buiera. With an Acad-
emy Award nemination lor Harrier under
her belt and more than deserving ol another
one lor Widews), Erivo 1s incredible as
Elphaha. which is no surprise. She is more
than up to the challenge. The actor brings
a multitaccted ageney to the character that
leaps off the screen. and I can’t wait to see
what she dues in Wicked: Part Two.

But Grande-Butera? Even 1f the pop star
gol her slart in een/iween Lelevision show-
cases like Victorions and acquiled hersell
nicely in the NBC broadeast of Hairspray
Live! as Penny Pingleton back in 2016, Tstill
can’t say T loresaw this level ol mesmeric
emotional and physical dexterity coming
from her. Grande-Butera has to walk a dit-
ficult tightrope, and she needs to do it with
a eoclksure grace that also hines at nakedly
raw vulnerabilities Galinda/Glinda desper-
ately wants to keep hidden. It's a phenom-
enal performance. and don’t be surprised it
it wins her an Orscar, 1 know 1 won't be.

[ could nilpick several additional cle-
ments, This includes the uncasy alliance
between, on the one hand, the spectacu-
lar sets, costumes, and practical makeup
designs and on the other, the compuler-
cenerated visual etfects, which unhappily
vacillate betwoeen being stunningly photore-
alistic and garishly unfinished (and cven a
Tittle mushyd from one scene (o the next. Bul,
mostly thanks to Erivo and Grande-Butera,
and courtesy of an assist from that major
wow of a climax, ['m nol going (o let those
buther me.

And ay much as [ wish the flmmaking
tcam had relrained [rom splitting the story
inlo picces and delivered one three-hour
musical adveniure, Wicked: Part Ore won
me over. There is magic here — elements
that defy convemtional cinematic gravity
— and I'm not about to let my reservations
bring me down.
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New photo book features
San Francisco feminism, fire

BY ANDREW HAMLIN

A writer, photographer, and one-time
psychedelic poster purveyor, the Bay
Area’s Michael Goldberg staried owt on
his high school paper and ended up work-
ing for Relling Stone, the San Francisco
Chironicle, and the online music webzine
he co-lounded, Addicted w Noise. His lal-
est book, Jukebox, collects his music pho-
lography rom 1967 10 2023,

Below arc excerpls [rom a recenl conver-
sation.

Andrew Hamlin: Which photogra-
phy, growing up, made you want to take
photographs? Which photos, subjects,
approaches, magazines, hooks, cte.?

Michael Goldberg: My dad had an SLR
|single-lens reflex cameral, and he would
always lake pholos when we wenl on fam-
ily vacalion rips. When we gol back, he'd
seLup a sereen inour living room, and we'd
look at the slides he had taken. So I was
used o the idea ol laking photographs.

And when T was ten years old or so, he
got me & Brownic camera and I started tak-
ing photos. And he set up a darkroom in
our garage, s eventually I learned how to
develop black-and-white filn1, and I learned
how to make prints.

AH: You photographed the Doors and
others at the Fantasy Fair and Magic
Meuntain Music Festival in 1967. Did
vou risk life, limb, and/or sanity?

MG No. It was one of the hest experi-
cnees of my life ... You could make your
way up to the stage. Most of the people

wore sitting in the crowd watching. Not that
many people were standing. I got right up
wr the slage and wok photos of Tim Morri-
son and Ray Manzarek.

AH: Who were the most powerful
Queer acts musically, and what were
your impressions of them?

MG: T don’t know the answer Lo that
question. Sylvesicr was a Gay singer in San
Francisco who appealed 10 Gay audiences,
but, Ithink, to straight audienees wa.

Therc were punk bands that had Gay and
Leshian members and straight members.
From my perspective, it wasn't like a cer-
tain kind of musie appealed w Gay and
Lesbian folks. It just wasn’'t like that. There
was 4 ‘Trans woman | knew, and she practi-
cally lived ac the punk club, the Mabuhay
Gardens — just loved punk bands,

AH: [ was fascinated by your portraits
of Jane Dornacker with Leila and the
Snakes, and the all-female band Eves.
How did those acts, in their different
ways, manifest feminism and female
power?

MG: Eyes was the first all-women temi-
nigt rock band. | saw hem at this Lesbian
bar, Mona's Gorilla Lounge, in Sania Cruz
in 1973 Lwas 19, going 1o UC Sanw Cruz,
My pirlfriend al the time was a 33-year-
old ... prolessor teaching a class called

“Women in Film” She was a huge fan ol

Eves; she'd shot 16 mm tilm of them.
She took me to see them, and I thought
they were the greatest. I have a very poorly

JIM MORRISON
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recorded cassetle lape T made of some
ol their music at Mona’s, and T lisien o it
olien,

Eves were all women on stage: Drums
(Vicky Gilliam}, bass (Nikki Nutting),
guitar (Peggy While), vocals (Alicia
Pojanowski), keyboards (Janet Small).
That was 4 very teminist thing at the time.
Women didn’t play drums and bass back
then, Not many played clectric guilar,
There were very [ew all-women bands.

Their ariginal songs articulated lemi-
nist ideas. One ol their songs was called
“Siren Sniper” Pojanowski sings, “T'm the
siren sniper / T bide my lime / T'm the ruler
of the earth 7 1 hide my time / I'm the rack
and basalt soul-stopper / The foam and cool
fire death dropper / You'll know me when

Tcome / T'm the kind of woman you warn
yoursellabout / And T won’t let you down.”

Sadly, Eyes never got a record deal, There
were some labels interested, but some of
the group members theught 4 label would
mess up (heir sound and weren’t inter-
ested...

Leils and the Snakes were a cool band
tronted by singerfwriter Jane Dornacker;
also in the band Tor a lime was [singer|
Pearl Harbor, Jane was a sirong wormarn,
and just by leading her bands and writ-
ing of co-wriling the songs, she sel a greal
cxample.

There was a lol ol humor in Leila and the
Snukes. Jane became a friend. Sadly she
died in a helicopter crashin 1986,

GI}(ACE SLICK AND PAUL KANTNER
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Music historian Elijah Wald, a prominent
presence at the Pop Conference at MoPOP,
took a turm inte old-time obscenity for
his new book, felly Roll Blues: Censored
Songs & Hidden Histories, aboul 1he lilc
and times of New Orleans jarz musician
Telly Roll Morton (18941-1941).

Below are excerpts from a recent inter-
view:

Andrew Hamlin: You wrile that “vir-
tually no research on male sex workers
or Gay life in New Orleans” al the turn
of the 20th century exists. What did vour
own research uncover?

Elijah Wald: Frankly, very little. T'm
completely ballled that there hasn’t been
miore work deme on that, New Crrleans was
a Gay mecca already, but the press did not
tend 1o cover that,

There are Iots of stories in inwerviews
with people  particularly in Jelly Roll
Morton’s world — talking about Tony Jack-
son, who was (Gay, and saving he played at
the Frenchman’s [saloon], which was a Gay
hangout, But nobody followed up. None of
the interviewers ever say, “Could you say a
e more about that?” T eame up close o
blank.

By the 1930s, there was a regular march-
ing group at Mardi Gras called the Western
Giurls, Black men who dressed as women
and had female names, and the suggestion
is they d been around for many years.

AH: What were the distinctive ele-
ments of the “pansy eraze” from the late
"20s Lo carly "30s?

FW: That wag about Gay male ¢nieriain-
ers, specilically transvestite enlertainers,
[or straighi cabarel audiences. Largely I
was finding [coverage] in the white press.
I's alitile messy, hecause there was a long,
long history of Black male cros
entertainers, who weren't nece:
forming as Gay. These guys were,

orton’s milieu:
The old, filthy America

BN ANDREW HAMLIN

AH: What’s the distinclion helween
the two?

EW: Just thai a Iot ol minstrel show per-
formance was all male, and so il they were
doing stories that had female characters,
they'd he played by men. Like in Shake-
speare. Whether these men were Gay, 1
don’t koow, but they were perlorming as
woren, not performing as — to use a term
of the period  sissies.

Whareas [in] the “pansy craze,” they
wore performing as s s, and they were
specilically doing ofl-color maicrial, a lol
of double entendre, a lot of single entendre,
The act was their gayness.

For cxample, there was a man, Charles
Anderson, who was the lirsl person o
perform “St. Lonis Blues™ in Black vaode-
ville, and his performance was simply #s a
wounan, Whether he was Gay or not, [don’t
know, but that wasn’t the act. Whercas
Frankie “Half-Pint” Jaxon [from Chicago)
was performing as a sissy, They all ok
female names: “The Bronze Mac West” or
“The Ebony Eva Tanguay,” those soris of
things.

The problen is, we don’t have much ol
the matgrial, Frankic “Hal I-Pint™ Jaxon did
do recordings, so we have a little. But not
much.

AH: What were your impressions of
thosc?

EW: They’re tunny. He’s doing it in a
high, feminine vaice, He's being a female
character, The clagsic (you can pull it up
on YouTube) is his version of “How Long,
How Long Blues.” which was a very
famous blucs: “How long, how long, has
that evening train heen gone”” Except he
does il (high voive) “How long, Daddy?
How long? How long? How long?” and
then does that over and over and ends up
actually faking an orgasm on the record.
This is from 1928, As far as 1 know, it’s the
first record of someone faking an orgasm,

(anghs)

Bui again, how Lypical this was, T have
no ilea, Tony Jackson, his material was
mostly not blues related; it was pop songs.
His most famous song was “Preuy Baby,”
which apparently was written [or his Gay
male lover.

This is a world [ would love for someone
o do a proper explovation of. Lhave oo idea
what could be found, still. I know not a lot
oo I termis of documents. But ['d be inter-
ested in how much memory there is, in New
Orleans,

AH: Morton’s work somelimes seems
like a ferocious onslaught of all possible

SONGS &

Hippey wisTOR!

ELIJAHWALD
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ohscenilics, all passible orifices. Did you
ever find yourself collapsing in exaspera-
tion, ¢xhaustion, and/or unconlrollable
laughter?

EW: 1don’t know ahout collapsing. A lot
ol it eertainly amused me. There are potnts
where it gets boring, the same thing over
and over. Bul honestly, my main reaction
was just being fascinated by the amount
of this material. and how rormal everyone
seemed to think this material was, before
commaodification meant. that it.all had to get
censored, so you could put it on records and
put it in print,
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¢ | Inaugural

Concert
JANUARY 10-12 | 2025
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f
FRI, JAN 10 | 7:30 pm | Kilworth Chapel, Tacoma
SAT, JAN 11 | 7:30 pm | Trinity Lutheran, Lynnwood
SUN, JAN 12 | 3:00 pm | St. Mark’s Cathedral, Seattle
A celebralory convocation and kick-off of the Seattle Bach Festival with ol
the bells and whistles: a full baroque orchestra with trumpets, timpani and
winds. Cantata 29 was writen for the Ratswechsel in Leipzig, a lavish
ceremony celebrafing the inauguration of the Leipzig Town Council.
Vocal Soloists: Danielle Reutter-Harrah, Jacob Perry, Aryeh Nussbaum-
Cohen, Jacob Herbert
Choir: The Evergreen Ensemble
PROGRAM: Orchestral Suite No. 3 in D major, Brandenburg
Concerto No. 4; Cantata 29 “Wir Danken Dir”

Masterclass
with Aryeh
Nussbaum-Cohen
THURS | JANUARY 9 | 2025
1:30 pm | Brechemin Auditorium
UW School of Music
2034 NE Skagit Lane | Seattle
THIS IS A FREE EVENT
Described as “a vocal wonder”, “spectacular...a rising stor” ond “a
redefining force in the countertenor field”, countertenor Aryeh Nussbaum-
Cohen shares his insights with young artists in this vocal masterclass.

TO OUR'INAUGURAL SEASON

BACH
FESTIVAL

JANUARY 10-12 | 2025
A NEW YEAR, NEW TRADITIONS

UNWIND. CONNECT BE INSPIRED.

Lecture/Recital
atUW

with Michael Maul

FRI | JANUARY 10 | 2025
1:30 pm | UW School of Music
&) . 2034 NE Skagit Lane | Seattle
; ot K8 ENR THIS IS A FREE EVENT
Michas| Maul, director of the Leipzig Bach Archive and Leipzig Bach
Festival, joins us for a tale of musical adventure and discovery - part Indiana
Jones and port Sherlock Holmes| Michael discovered an unknown work
by JS Bach, Alles mit Got und nichts ohn” ihn, BWV 1127, among
documents from the Anna Amalia Library in Weimar. With a perfformance
by Carrie Shaw, soprano, UW Music students cnd SBF artists,

Cantata Trail
with Miguel Rode and
Dr. Michael Maul

SAT | JANUARY 11| 2025
10am-12pm

Folic: The Seattle Athaneum

93 Pike St. #307 | Seatile

The Cantata Trail is an exploration of Johann Sebastian Bach's music,
with special focus on his cantatas and other vocal works. Miguel Rodé
infroduces each piece on the program by providing historical context and
some light musical analysis, fo serve as pointers for deeper apprecialion.
Special guest Dr. Michael Maul,

THE CANTATA TRAIL

TICKETS & MORE UPCOMING EVENTS AT
seattlebachfestival.org




