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Early voting in Washington begins o

BY THE SGN EDITORIAL BOARD

As with all elections, (he SGN belicves it
is viLal to uplili the voices of marginalized,
discnfranchised, and oppressed people
across the nation. The best way w ensuie
that Queer and Trans rights are preserved
in Washington and throughout the coun-
try is to clect streng LGBTQH4 leaders and
allies.

US President
The chuice is easy: Kamala Harris. As
the ACLU says, “The Biden-Harris admin-

istration has a strong record ol protecting
and expanding ihe [reedom of LOGBTQ
people at a time when those frecdoms have
laced an unprecedented assault. .. For four
years, President Tramp and his administra-
tion left no stone unrurned in their effort to
attack the right of LGBTQ people 1o live
and work as who we are, We fully expect a
second Tromp administration to go further,
weaponizing federal law (o override state
level protections and mandale discriming-
tion by schools and health care providers

> first

Nonbinary editor-in-chief

BY LINDSEY ANDERSON

SGN STAFF WRITER

The Srranger is known [or shaking
things up with its pointed takes on local
stories, but this summer, the paper made
history for shaking things up on ihe inside.
Haunah Murphy Winter siaried their
new job as The Strunger’s editor-in-chicel,
becoming the first Nonhinary porson 1o
hold the role.

“I'm under the impression that I'm the
first Queer, Genderqueer, “them-ish™ per-
son in this role.” they said in an interview
with SGA.

Winter leels al home working al a pub-
lication whose roots lie deeply entangled
in Queer culture. “I's awesome, | have
always worked at placey that have a robust
history and lineage, a robust institutional

PHOTO CQURTESY OF
THE STRANGER

memory, and a lot of those places have
also been very countercullure and very
progressive, bul this is the lirst one where
qucerness has lell like such a part of thal
thread. Thay's special.”

Belore working at The Siranger, Winter
was a [reclance writer [or Kodling Store, a
news assistant at the New York Times inter-
national desk, and an intern and freclance
writer tor 7he Nation. Although they have
builr their career working for progressive
inguitutions, they have never experienced
anything like the Queer culiure that lingers
in the air at The Stranger, influencing the
tongue-in-check paper like asassy ghost.

SEE STRANGER PAGE 7
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KAMALA HARRIS AND MARIA CANTWELL
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nationwide. .. While there remaing work 1o
he done o proteel the LGBTQ communivy,
we have secn significant progress under the
Biden-Harels adininistration in undoing
the anti-Trans and anli-LGBTO policies ol
Donald Trump’s administration.”

1S Senate

The Searile Gy News s prond t endorse
Sen, Maria Canlwell lor her lilth (grm in
the US Senate. Since 2000, Canlwell has
been a lirm ally of the LGBTQ+ cotnmu-

Who!

A new leal has wirned lor the Scalile
Men's Chorus aud Seatlle Women's Cho-
rus, who together announced interim diree-
tor Craig Coogan’s shill (o permancnl
execulive dirccior in mid-Scpiember. Fol-
lowing significant nancial losses in recent
scasons and a slow return ol audiences 1o
prepandemic levels, Coogan has entered
this role ar a critical time for the organiza-
tion, and just in time to prepare for the 2024
haliday season,

A veteran in the LGBTQ+ choral

movement

Coogan brings over 30 vears ol experi-
cnee (o 1his position, aller previous leader-
ship roles in Boston, Los Angeles, and St

wity. In 2010, she supporied the repeal ol
the “Don’t Ask Don’t Tell” policy, and in
2012 she was influential in getting the Mat-
thew Shephard and Janes Byrd Jo. Hale
Crimes Prevention Act Passed in Con-
eress, Cantwell is running on a platform
of defending human righrs and combating
prejudice. If reelected, she has committed
o supporting meagures to expand federal
nondiserimination prolections, ban lederal

SEE ENDORSEMENTS PAGE 6

s Craig Coogan?
A chat with Seattle Choruses’
seasoned new executive director

BY KYLIN BROWN

PHOTO COURTESY OF
SEATTLE CHORUSES

Paul. His impact has been marked by an
ability (o build lasting operational iufra-
structure while remaining grounded in
organizational and community valucs.

As exceulive director of the Boston Gay
Men's Chorus, Coogan oversaw prepan-
demic inereases in annual tickset sales,
nearly doubled the singing membership,
and grew individual, governmene, and foun-
dation giving. Coogan's leadership also
deepened the organizarion’s commirment
Lo racial and gender diversity by growing
BIPOC membership by 28% aud audiences
by 15%. while welcoming gender-diverse
choral members o the organtzation.

SEE CHORUS PAGE 16
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and respect while receiving
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We understand that creating
a supportive and inclusive
environment is an essential part
of healthcare for our
LGBTQ+ patients.
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Summer Taylor found not élt faultfor their death
during Black Lives Matter protest

Summer Taylor, a Noenbinary Capitol
Hill resident and vererinary assistant at
Urban Animal, was found not at fault for
their own death during a Black Lives Mat-
ler {BLM proicst along T-3 on July 4, 2020,
Aller a two-and-a-hall-week trial, 12 King
County jurors found the 24-year-old was
notin violation ol the Taw ot engaged it any
illcgal activity (hal day.

Full responsibility of Taylor’s death was
placed on Dawit Kelete, who pleaded guilty
to vehicular homicide and reckless vehicu-
lar assault (both lelonics), as well as wreek-
less driving {a misdemeanor), Kelele i3
serving a six-and-half year semence, which
will be followed by 18 months of probation,
and was found liahle for $6 million in dam-
ages payable (o Taylor's eslalc.

“The State atlempled 1o paint our ¢hild
a criminal...the jury disagreed,” Dalia
Taylor, Summer Taylor’s mother, said in
a statement. “Tet us all honor Summer’s
memory by living with compassion, mov-
ing lorward without [zar, and boldly reject-
ing beliets and practices that harm and hold
us hack. Today is another step toward a
maore perlect umon.”

Background

Taylor was one of ens of thousands of
people wha gathered downtown and in the
Capitol Hill ngighborhood Tor weeks alier
Minneapolis cops murdered George Floyd.
On the day they were killed, Taylor was
part of the Black Femme March against
police broutalily in solidarily with (he BLM
movement. Anecther Nonbinary prolestor,
Diaz Love, was hit by Kelete's vehicle and
transported 1o a hospital in serious condi-
ton,

According to the Human Rights Cam-
paign, Taylor™s death was believed to be
the 21st violent death of a pender-noncon-

BY HANNAH SAUNDERS
SGN STAFF WRITER

forming or Transgender person in (he US
that vear.

Although the Washington State Patrol
sealed off sections of 1-3 for protests
that day, Kelele drove wronglully up an
olframp while impaired. According lo the
Capitol Hill Seaitfe Blog, Kelete underwent
a breathialyzer est following the accident
and passcd. Prosccutors claimed he was
cxperiencing withdrawal from painkillers
and addiction challenges during his admis-
sion to jail.

Lawsuils

The case brought by the estate of Sum-
mer Taylor claimed that the state failed to
fully and properly close the freeway and
allowed Keleie (o enicr the roadway. OQut off
the 12 jurors, 10 voted in the slale’s lavor
and found it not liable.

Kelete has been referred 1o King Coun-
ly's Legal Financial Obligations pro-
gram, through which restitution cosls
are imposed by the court on a consistent

HELP KEEP

¥ SGN.

SUMMER TAYLOR {CENTER)
COURTESY OF STRIMATTER LAW FIRM

monthly-payment hasis.

The Stritmater Kessler Koehler Moore
law firm's trial attorneys Karen Koehler,
Mo Hamoudi, and Shannon Kilpatrick rep-
resenled the estale,

In an earlier major lawsuil against (he
City of Seattle, the Stritmatter firm assisted
30 plaindlls in winning a $10 million set-
tement for harm caused by Scaltle Police
Deparument oliicers during the 2020 BLM
and CHOP protests. Leading the depart-
ment at the time was Chief Carmen Best,
who allowed (he use ol aggressive tech-
niques 1o decluster crowds, like blast balls
that explode and emit pepper gas, flash-
bang grenades, and foam-tipped projec-
tiles.

US District Judge Richard Jones ordered
the depariment o cease the use of “chemi-
cal irritants or projectiles of any kind,” as
he determined they were indiscriminately
used against peacelul demonstralors,
including journalists,

Asthe third-oldest LGBTOIA+ newspsper in the United States, the
Seartle Gay News {8GN] has heen a vital independent spuree of news
and entertainment far Seattle and the Pacific Northwest since 1574,

Aswe celebrate our S0th snniversary, we need your support to can-
tinue aur mission. Yaur covtribution will ensure that SGN remains a
beacon of truth and a wirtual gathering place for community dislogu e,
Support us printing and p-oviding a platiorm for LBETOIA vaices

No paywall. Free print edition.

OR BY TEXTING
THE KEYWORD
“SGN" T0 53-555

VISIT US ONLINE SGN.ORG
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Seattle activist Ayse,n Ezgl Eygl k lled
InWest.Bank by Israeli soldiers

BY LINDSEY ANDERSON
SGN STAFF WRITER

On Trday, Scplember 6, Tsracli soldicrs
shot and killed Aysenur Ergi Bygi while
she was protesting against lsraeli ocenpa-
tion in the West Bank.

Cygi was a recent niversily of Wash-
ingten graduate and Seattle resident. She
was not Palestinian but telt compelled to
travel to the region with the International
Solidarity Movement t show her sup-
porl alter hearing the endless news cyele
ol civilian death, hunger, and disease. She
wag only 26,

Vidco shows that Eyei was shot in the
head by Tsracli soldicrs al a planned weckly
protest held by Palestinians and interna-
tional activists. Protesters had allegedly
clashed with the soldiers, who used tear gas
on them earlier in the afterncon, but at the
time of Eygi's killing, a witness reported “a
moment of calm™ Another witness, lsraeli
citizen Jonathan Pollak, reported that the
shooting oceurred afier Palestinians and
the inwernational acuivists held a group
prayer. She was [ound lying under an olive
tree and rushed to a hoespital, where she
laler succumbed Lo her wounds,

Eygi held dual citizenship in the United
Stales and Turkey. whose presadent, Recep
Tayyip Erdogan released a statement tol-
lowing news of her death, saving, “I con-
demn [sracl’s barbaric intervention against
peaceful anti-occupation protest in West
Bank and ask Allah™s mercy upon our citi-
zen Aysenur Ezgi Bygi, wha losy her Tile
in the attack.” Another stalement released
by the Turkish Forcign Ministry called for
the Tsracli government 1o be held respon-
sible belore international courls and those
responsible for Eygi’s murder “brought 1o
justice.”

Evgl was not the only casualty in the
region on Friday Palestinian health offi-
cials also reported Bana lLaboom, a

13-year-old girl, was shot and kalled in her
village in the West Bank.

Lovestigations

The White ITouse released an oflicial
statement following news of Eyai's death,
requesting an investigation. US Secretary
of State Antony Blinken condemned the
killing as “anprovoked and unjustified.” He
called for the TDF o make *lundamental
changes Lo the way that they operate in the
West Bank, including chunges (o Lheir rules
ol cngagement.”

“IU’s not acceplable,” said Blinken. “Tt
has 10 change. And we will be making that
clear o the seniormost members ol the
Lsraeli government.”

An Israeli Defense Forces probe found
that “indirect and unintended IDE fire”
was aimed toward & “main instigator” who
had thrown rocks at them and “posed a
threat,” adding that it “expresses its deep-
cst regret over the death” The Military
Police has also launched an investigation
inte the killing.

Lygi’s Family said an Isracli investigalion
into her murder would not be sufficient and
have requesied the Biden admimstration
hold an independent investigation. “We

welcome the White House's statement of

candolenees, but given the circumstances
of Aysenuc’s killing, an Israeli investiga-
tion is not adeguate,” they said in a state-
menl. “We call on President Biden, Vice
President Harris, and Sceretary of Slale
Blinken o order an independent investiga-
tion into the unlawlul killing ol a US citi-
zen and (o ensure [ull accountability lor the
guilly parties.”

Luocal reaction
Friends. family, teachers. and acquain-
tances who anly briefly encountered Hygi

had kind words 1o say aboul a remarkahle
young woman, remembering her as a kind-
hearted soul brimming with empathy.

“Ayscnur was a peer menlor in psychol-
ogy who helped welcome new students
to the department and provided a posi-
tive influence in their lives.” University of
Washington President Ana Mari Caoce
said in a statement. “| again join with our
government and so many who are working
and calling fora ceasciire and resolution w
the erisis,” she added,

“She was gentle, brave, silly, supportive,
and a ray ol sunshine,” Cygi's family said.
*“she wore her heart on her slecves. She Lell
a deep responsibility o serve others and
lived alife of caring for these in need with
action. She was a fiercely passionate human
rights activist her whole life — a steadfast
and staunch advocate of justice”

On Saturday, the Seattle organization
Shut Tt Town for Palestine held a march
Lo call for justice for Eygi and commemo-
rale nearly one year ol war. “Today is the
11-month anniversary of the genocide, but
iUs not just thal,”™ organizer Taylor Young
said. “We also saw a beloved community
member assassinaled n cold blood hy
Israeli forces with US diplomacy as a back-
ing, as well as US arms to make it possible.
We're here to demand an end to the gena-
cide. A ceasefire is the bare minimum. We
want an end to the occupation, release [of|
all the Palestinian prisoners, justice for
Aysenur, and |a] ree Palestine.”

Shut Te Down for Palesiine is planning
1o hold a march on Oclober 5, "We want o
make this big and loud and show that the
movement has continued strongly lor over
a year and that we’re not backing down,”
Young said. “The tide 1s rolling for a free
Palestine in cur lifetimes, and we're not
going 1o stop until we see that.”

ALL PHOTOS BY LINDSEY ANDERSON

Members ol the LGBTQ+ communily
also tumed oul at Sawrday’s march to call
tor a ceasefire. One protester, Mikus. who
asked nol Lo share their last name. attended
the cvent in a shirt thal read, “Qucer asin
Free Palestine.”

When asked what that meant. Mikus
cxplained, “Isracl has tricd to pinkwash by
using the LGBTQIA community to justify
[its] attucks against Palestinians, My libera-
tion as 2 Queer individual is nol W be above
anybody clse’s liberation who is suffering
at the hands of occupation and apartheid.”

Many ol the protesters who showed up
at Salurday’s cvenl were not Palestinian-
American but [elt great empathy for the
suffering of Palestinians. 1 am here today
in support of the Palestinian people, those
that have been facing 76 vears of brutal
ethnic cleansing, occupation of the Zion-
istentity known as the Israeli state,” Mikus
saicl, “T am here in solidarity and in gricl
over our nearly 200,000 Palestinians who
have been lost [since 19487, in the genocide
in Gara, and those auacked in the West
Bank, Tam here in solidarily lor the lives of
Americans lostin standing up lor Palestin-
1an lives, [or Aysenur, who was killed bru-
tally atter being in the West Bank tor three
days protesting peacefully and killed by
Isracli occupation forces. We are nort free
until we're all free”

According o KPR, 40,004 Palestinians
(both civilians and Hamas combatants)
have dicd during the Isracli rewalialion for
the TTamas-led wrror attack on Isracl last
Oclober 7, in which 1,200 people were
killed {including 364 al a music lestival)
and 251 taken hostage (ahout 63 arc said
to remain alive), amid acts of brutality,
including sexual assault. As of April 30, the
UN reported that 254 aid workers had been
killed in Gaza since the war broke out,
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OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

We must maintain our post-pandemic gains and fend off the
Project 2025 promoters. Here are a few things we've achieved:

Here are five priorities moving forward:

¥ Fully fund public education to protect
our local schools from drastic budget
cuts;

v Protect the divil rights of our diverse
children;

v Keep our public schools public;

v Make additienal investments in student
mental health;

¥" Maintain our focus in all policy and

budget matters on closing opportunity

gaps!

v Weincreased our civil rights team at OSP! to protect and defend the rights
of LGBTQI+, immigrant, and students of calor

Increased K-12 investments by over $5 billion per year or $4,500+ per
studlent

Increased salaries to attract and retain highly effective educators

Added career and technical education pathways to graduation

Returned civics classes to our schools

Increased funding to serve our students with disabilities

Increased graduation rates to a record high

Expanded dual language leaming to nearly 50 school districts, over 150
schools, and over 30,000 students;

Expanded free breakfast and lunch meals te an additional 381,500 students
since 2020
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CHRIS IS ENDORSED BY:

Congressmember Pramila Jayapal, Public School Employees, Washington
Education Association, Washington State Labor Council, American Federation
Of Teachers, SEIU 925, Planned Parenthood, Washington Conservation Action,
Covernorlay Inslee, King County Exec. Dow Constantine, Over 50 Legislators
from across the state, and many, many more.

Our Voice for Excellent Schools
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eontractors from engaging in emplovment
discrimination, end law enforcement’s use
ol raciul and religious profiling, and sceure
programs and positions that advance the
rights of LGBTQ people arcund the world.

Washington Governor

Bob Ferguson is running (o become
Washinglon’s next governor. As allor-
ney general, he has worked relentlessly
1o protect the civil rights of Washington’s
citizens. He also lormed the Wing Luke
Civil Rights Division, which has become
the strongest such divisivin in the country.
He stood in front of the Washington State
Supreme Court to argue for the rights of
same-sex couples during the Arlene Flow-
ers v. Washinglon Stoie case in 2022 and
wis cssenlial in securing a victory for the
LGBTQ4+ community as lree-markel con-
sumers. The Seattle Gay News is thrilled 1o
endorse Ferguson as the next governor of
Washinglon State.

DAVE UPTHEGROVE

Washington State Lands Commissioner

Dave Upthegrove is a staunch advo-
cale [or conservation. Belore his political
career, he was a student environmental
activist at the University of Colorado. As a
representative in the state House and chair
of the House Environment Committee,
Upthegrove Tought 1o reduge carbon emig-
sions and toxins, and o eMeclively clean
up oil spills throughout the stawe. He has
also worked 1o douhle funding [or salmon
regovery and reforms Lo restore Lhe reglon’s
many rivers. Il clected, Upthegrove will
be the first LGBTQH stalewide execulive
officeholder in the state of Washington.

CHRIS‘REVKDAL

Superintendent of Public Instruction

Over the last four years, we have watched
as LGBTO+ issues have become central to
culture wars perpetuated by the far right.
It is disheartening to see some of the most
conlentious battles over LGRTQ+ rights
spring up in schools geross the country,
Now, more Lhan ever, it is vital 1o sup-
port candidates who support the rights of
students Lo learn gbout the world around
them, 1o see themselves rellected in their
literature, and mostimportantly o lecl sale
when they go to school.

Theretore, the SCGN iz proud to endorse
Chiris Reykdal. a candidate whe is com-
mirted to protecting Queer and Trans stu-
dents in Washington state. Reykdal will
fight for the righl of students (o use their
chosen names and pronouns in he class-
room, and o include TLGRTQH history and
gender-affirming sexual education. Revk-
dal is also a strong advocate for Title IX
laws, which proteet gender-inclusive bath-
TEHIT G B,

Additionally, his platiorm is dedicated 1o
protecting all students [rom gun violence
by calling the issue aut as a public health
crisis and working with the Deparument

ol Tealth to educate students and Familics
ahoul sale slorage and age-appropriate
accsss w [irearms.

Pierce County Council District 3
A candidale running [or the Picree
Connty Couneil is using hatetul rheto-

ric and dangerous imptions about the
LGBTQ4+ community. Incumbent Picree
County  Councilmember Amy Cruver
refused Lo altend any mectings in person
during July as parl of her protest of the
Pride Mag, which hung in Lhe council cham-
hers.

“Lile 15 full of distractions and disrup-
tions, and it's also lull ol memories and
cxperiences that can deler emotnns or
feelings associated with tangible items,”
she said to FOX 13 News in Julv. 1 just
tound myself at odds with my responsibil-
ity to focus on the people’s business while
in chambers, and being distracted with the
memories and thoughts thal Lhe [lag ercales
inmy mind,”

Cruver explained that thoogh she did
nol understand the deep meaning hehind
the Nag Nown in the chambers, she had no
mtent on educating hersell, even though
many ol thosc she represents identily with
the flag. “The one that is being used in
chambersis the ... Intersex Progress Pride.
und 1 don’t even know whal that is. | don’t
feel compelled to learn that,” she said.

Concentration and critical thinking are
cssenlial skills Tor any council member
who represens their constituents. For Lhis
reasan, the Seattle Gay News is proudly
cndorsing John Linboe lor Picree County
Council District 3.

RYAN MELLO

Pierce County Executive

Ryan Mecllo is a Tacoma resident who
has used his influence to aid conservation
ellorts in our beaulilul state. As execulive
director of the Pierce Conservation District,
Mello helped to improve water quality and
habilal restoration, which in wrn expanded
sustainable agricullural practices in Lhe
county. Mcllo served for nearly 10 years
as the first openly Gay man on the Tacoma

Cily Coungil and now works ay chair of

the Picrce County Council for District 4.
As Picrce County Execntive, he plans on
increasing jobs in Pierce County by keep-
ing property taxes low for families on fixed
incomes and investing city resources in
improvements to infrastructure. He also
plans w address safely concerns by pro-
viding law enlorcement and salely officers
with holislic resourees (o beller asscss silu-
ations they are called 1o address.

A civic duty and honor

Volingis a civie duty and an honor. Many
of our rights as LGBTQ+ people have
heen secured through legislative votes, and
through the represemtatives at all levels we
elect into office. We highly recommend
voters do their research, choose the candi-
date that they helieve is best (o Tead (their
communily — be il eity, county, or slale —
and (ake partin what is surely 1o be another
historic election. Your vote Is your voice —
don'tlet it be silenced.

The SGN edirorial board members
inclide Renee Rakerty (publisher), Mati

Nagle (ediror), Lindsey Anderson {staff

wiiter), uned rotaring members of the SGN

staff.

Democracy

Voucher Program
—————

Looking for your
Democracy Vouchers?
Contact us to request
replacements.

(206) 727 - 8855

a participatind’

Fnd

seattle.gov/democracyvoucher
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Melanie Curtis believes that allyship
goes beyond emply words and using arain-
how filter in June. “1t's one thing to putup 4
square that says, '1'n1an ally, but then how
do you do that?” Curtis said in an interview
with the SGN. “How do you show up in real
life, and what iy that grassroots, rubber-
meets-the-road action you're taking?”

The answer for Curtis may not be a
common onc. She shows her allyship by
jumping out of plancs. As a professienal
skydiver and co-founder of the High-
light Pro Skydiving Tcam, Curlis uscs her
sporl lo celebrate the accomplishments of
women and advocate for the rights ol all
people.

Supporting the LGBTQ+ communily
is a foundational pillar o the organiza-
tion, which has performed dives holding
the Progress Pride Nag and the Trans-
gender Pride Nag, barreling toward the
earth through clouds of rainbow-colored
and pink, blue, and white smoke, respec-
tively, and celebrated some of the biggest
LGBTQ+ heroes.

STRANGER

continued from cover

“You feel the history of queerness in this
space and in this role,” Winter explained. <1
think there are few |such] positions of lead-
ership in this industry, especially ina space
that isn’t & Queer publication. You should
feel that it you're leading The Advocale, but
it [eels uniquely special 10 be in this role
and Ieel this Queer history and this Queer
lincageinit”

Scll-discovery

‘Winter knew they were a journalist long
betore they knew they were Queer. They
moved across the country to study journal-
ism and sociology at NY U at 17 years old.
“1 loved the cratt of journalisog, but when 1
was 17, [ don't think 1 understood the work
we do. [ just think 1 got lucky that 1 had a
good guess (hal this was going 1o be sonie-
thing Tlove,” they said.

In their mid-twentics, Winler experi-
cnged a guarter-life crisis. They left the
New York news desk behind in a scarch for
sell-discovery in Mexico, “T figured out T
was Gay [and] had & somewhat existential
panic,” Winter said. “I was going through a
breakup, which makes a lot of sense know-
ing the context that 1 was Guy, and 1 ran
away to Mexico for six months.”

Like many young Cueer people, Winter
needed time Lo process their identity and
found comfort in the distance and space

BY LINDSEY ANDERSON
SGN STAFF WRITER

Honoring Megan Rapinoe

The laiest onc honored by Highlight was
Megan Rapinoe, a lieree advocaie for the
LGBTQ+ community and a professional
soceer player, who began her professional
career as the second overall WPS draft pick
in the ingugural year of the Women's Pro-
fessional Soccer League, playing for the
Chicago Red Stars.

In 2012, Rapinoc joined the Seaule
Sounders womens team as she trained lor
the 2012 Olymipics — her first lime com-
peling for Team USA. Afler a bricl stint
in France, Rapinoe announced hier plans
10 (ransfer (o Seatles newly lTormed OI.
Reign for the 201314 season.

Rapinoc sicpped onto the turf at just the
right time, O, Reign wags strugaling, with a
0-9-1record, Thanks 1o her wenacity, Rapinoe
turned the team around and becamie its high-
st goal scorer. Over the next decade, Rapi-
noe used her leadership to inspire a genera-
tion of women to rise to greatness. She played
in four World Cups and two Olympics.

Off the field, Rapinoe is an activist. She

PHOTO COURTESY OF
HIGHLIGHT SKYDIVING TEAM

has proudly spoken out about her identity as
a Leshian and encouraged TGRTQ4+ youth
1o lind pride and conimunity through sports.
She has never hidden her Queer identity, and
through her visibility inspired other LGRTQ+
athletes o come ont during their careers.

Rapinoe doesnt sing the national
anthem, and in 2016, she made headlines
when she knelt abead of an international
match, in solidarity with Black victims
of police bruality, She was also ong of 27
[emale soccer players who sued the United
States Soccer Federalion because they
were paid signilicantly less (han their male
counmerparis. She has also worked as an
ambassador for GLSEN and Athlete Ally.

Following her relircment, OT. Reign

retired Rapinoe’s jersey, Recently, the orga-
nization reached out 10 Highlight o make a
special jump to celebrate her. “She's such an
inspiration 1o us, using her sport and platorm
1 uplift other people, to champion the under-
represented and the underserved, and it's a
real honor to be able to | jump for her]” Cur-
tis said. The jump oceurred on August 25.

Pioneers

Like Rapinoe, Curtis is a pioneering ath-
lete in a male-dominated industry. 1 didn’t
cven realize that T was in a male-domi-
nated space, T just grew up around it,” she
recalled. T just didn’t have this awarcness
of misogyny and these exclusionary ideas,
and this idea that Twas an underrepresenied
group. ...In recenl years, doing more heal-
ing work of my own and doing more learn-
ing about how to be in service to people that
have tewer rights, it's heen a cool thing o
g0, "Oh, we can do more here””

Influenced by Rapinoe, Curtis helped
form Highlight, an organization that inspires
wormen and gitls 1o push the limits of where
they can go, “Skydiving is a male-domi-
nated sport. Women represenl only 14% of
skydivers, so parl of our goal is 1o inspire
women and girls (o join us in skydiving, bul
in a broader sense, iLis (o inspire women and
girls 1o live bold lives of their design, and to
show up in these spaces where we've been
historically underrepresented o open up
doors of opportunity for all of us.”

Though she has done over 12,000 juimps in
her 30-year career, Curtis stll gets nervous
ahcad of an cvent, cspecially one honor-
ing her hero, “T don’t think vasl experienee
means you hever gel nervous,” she said,
“We can liken this (o showing up in dilferent
spaces. We're going (o feel that when we step
inlo these spaces where we feel underrepre-
sented and like we don’t belong, but we feel
this calling inside us to show up in a certain
way or champion a certain idea or activity or
way in the world. If you are an edge-pusher,
4 person who wants to be hold, who cares
about that kind of leadership and modeling,
youre going (o feel thal [ear, and that ner-
vousness percolaies preily much in every-
thing you do, That’s okay, Thal’s normal”

Exen though doubts and nerves can
creep up ahead ol a jump, Curlis knows
what’s waiting on the other side is the same
sense of freedom (hat compels women in
all spaces, like Rapinoe, to continue their
quests lor greatness.

“For me, il is the physical manilesia-
tion of frecdom,” Curtis said, “Tu radically
brings you into the present momient, Wor-
rics and lears and things your monkey
mind is wrapped around — you get a break
from that, even it only for a short time, but
youalso get access to the idea that anything
is possible.”

Mexico provided. *“The frst time T said that
T was Gay was in Spanish, not in English,
which did make il a livle casier,” they said
witha laugh.

Changes

After their sojourn, they returned 1o New
York to write tor Rodling Stone. Now, Win-
ter is back in their hometown and ready to
incorporate the lessons they learned into
“Seartle’s Only Newspaper™ asitundergoes
amodern puberty.

“We're kind of just starting lo come back
into the olfice, which hias heen Tun,” they
said. “Right now, our team isn’t huge. Our
editorial tcam iz as small ag it looks on the
masthead, bul there’s so much cnergy in
this building.”

Under Winter’s leadership, the team is
prowing. The Stranger hrought in an all-
star list of columnists to contribute tresh
perspectives. “The idea is to bring consis-
tent, more diverse voices into the paper.
Some of them will be more political com-
mentary, but some are arts, culture, and
lood,” Winter said. “T'm excited about that.
Tthink it will help us. Everything is under
the banner of The Stranger and The Strang-
er’s long, but expanding the (ent o whal
The Stranger 1s 1s an amazing thing.”

Inspired by their work with Refiing Stone,
Winter will also bring in more photogra-
phers to brighten up the paper. “Half of our
mission is a culture paper, and being able to
document that is something we are entirely
capablc of doing,” they said. “We want to be
a paper that people are excited aboul,”

Back Lo prini

While the pandemic hil The Srranger
hard, Winter is helping bring back more
print issucs. Their projected goal for 2025
is 11 physical issucs a year. “T think there
is starting to be a little more of a romanti-
cization of holding a physical paper again,”
Winter said.

The Stranger has crept its way back onto
the streets of Seattle over the last two and
half years with print issues — the latest
is 2 guide 1o the local primary clections.
Winters hopes monthly physical copics
will help satisfy Secattle’s hunger for analog
news, as many dedicaled readers still don’
know (he paper has returned o prind,

Another change under Winier’s reign
is allocating more resources toward their
“deep love” — thorough fearures. “Start-
ing in Ocrober, we should be able to pub-
lish one good deep feature a week,” Win-
ter said. These pieces will include “a lot of
visual investment and a lot of deep report-
ing.” Readers can expect these in-depth
[eatures spread throughoul the paper, not
Jjustin politics.

Humor

One thing thal won't change is The
Stranger’s propensity for mor. [ think
|humor] is a tool that can be wielded to
enter subjects that can be impossible
broach or to pull something otf a4 pedestal
that has been unfairly put on a pedestal. It
we can use it for that, we're doing our joh
right, and il we can make you laugh, we're
doing our job right. Both ol those things

arc aur joh,” Winicr said, although they
also admited sometimes humor is just for
giggles, “Some (hings arg just fun 1o read,
and that’s good, that’s okay. Our readers
shouldn’t always be walloped over the head
with a policy argument. Sometimes we can
just be fun and silly”

Winter doesn’t take themselt oo seri-
ously, which bodes well for their new posi-
tion. “In my personal life, my wife and [
virtually don't speak English in our house.
We have this series ol in-jokes that cre-
ale the [abric ol our houschold, and they
become so dense that Tdont think we cven
speak an intelligible language,” they said
witha smile,

The Steanger, which has quickly become
Winter's second home, tends to also revel
in cheeky humor, though the writers still
take incredible pride in their work, which
is one of the reasons Winter is so excited to
lead the team.

“There’s so much pride in The Stranger
in owning your beat and knowing it well,
Being able (o have (hat pride while sill
[poking] lun at it requires such a unigque
persenality... You have 1o be able o lake
your work sericusly withoul (aking your-
sell (0o seriously,” they said. “TUs a cool
balance of people here, and that crosses
outside of editorial. It's in the DINA of this
place. It’s been fun.”

Winter sees journalism as a team
sport. “It’s best when we're working on it
together. Being able to get inwo the work
wilh cverybody has been a cool experi-
coee,” they said.
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progressive gender-

In the progressive narrative surrounding
Transgender healihcure, significant sirides
seem to have heen made toward inclugiv-
ity and access. However, a critical barrier
remying entrenched in the system, dispro-
portinnalely immpacting the most marginal-
ized within the Transgender and gender-
nonconlorming (TGNC) communty; the
reliance on body mass index (BMI} as a
qualifier for surgery.

In Washington State, a glaring dispar-

Halloween Items!-Goth/Pu

BY MATTIE MOONEY

ity exists between those with private or
employer-provided insurance ad those on
state-funded programs like Medicaid or
Medicate. Paticnts wilth privale insurance
are more likely 1o lind surgical providers
willing to perform gender-ailirming sur-
geries on people with a BMT over 35. In
u:mmal those relying on slate wsurance
iicant hurdles, nol only in finding
providers who accept their insurance but
also in meeting restrictive BMI thresholds

that many surgeons and healthcare facili-
ties impose.

Ihis disparily vdlerscores a critical Naw
in our healthcare system: while 55
(e gender-allirming care has oslensi-
bly expanded, It remains inaccessible 1o
those who do not meet arbitrary healih
metrics such as BMI. This measure, long
debunked ag a valid indicator of health
or surgical risk, continues to pate-keep
essential, lifesaving care. The persistence
of BML as a criterion starkly illustrates
how deeply ingrained misconceptions
about weight and health can influence
medical praclice, Lo the detriment ol thuse
it serves

The lack of advocacy and legislative
attention 1o this issne in Washington is
troubling. The state’s Transgender health-
carc advocates and lawmakers have not yel
recognized the importance of BM-relaed
barricrs in discussions about healthcare
access lor TGNC people. Despite increased
aceess Lo gender-allivming care for some,
many ol us must meel unrealistic body
weight standards, which can drive harm-
Tul behaviors ke cating disorders, just to
receive treatment. This not only under-
mines the advancements made but also
highlights the inequities that persist within
the system, even in advocacy and organiz-
ing spaces.

Fatmisia — systemic discrimination
against fal people — remaing pervasive,
and unchallenged not jus( in broader soci-
ctal contexls bt deeply embedded within
LOBTQITA+ and healtheare spaces. This
diseriminanon olten commedilics fatness
when 135 a source of Queer enlerlainment
vet also paints it as  moral failure cutside
of that context, questioning people’s ahil-

ing care

ity 1o manage their health based on their
weight. However, the factors contributing
{0 u person’s weight are complex and mul-
tifaceted, ranging from genetics to the very
siress ol experieneing marginalizalion.

Studies have shown Lhat belonging 1o
marginalized groups and lacing systemnic
oppression can adversely affect health,
leading o hagher rates of obesity and cal-
ing diserders among TGNC people. This
ig particularly acute for those with inter-
secting identitics of race, disability, and
socioecanomic hardship. In the lace ol
such challenges, the continued use of BML
as a galckeeping wool is nol only seicmtili-
cally unsupported but also ethically ques-
tivnable.

I'he disparity in care based on BMI in
Washington serves as a stark reminder that
our healihcare systems siill harbor biascs
thameed 10 be addressed. 10s time for the
slate™s healtheare advocales and legislative
bodics o prieritizc the needs ol all TGNC
penple, regardless ol their body size. Medi-
cal instilytions and providers mugst reevalu-
ate their practces and biases, ensuring they
do nel perpetuate harm but rather support
the health, needs, and dignity of every
paticnt.

This call to action is not just about
healthcare access; it's about recognizing
and allirming the humanily of lat TGNC
penple, ensuring they receive the care they
deserve without bias or discrimination,
Washinglon hus made sirides, bul the jour-
ney toward (rue inclusivity and cquity in
healthcare is [ar [rom complele.

Mattie Mooney is a Trans health educator.
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Halloween has always held a special
place in LGBTQ+ culture: a night to break
tree, dress up, and get a little wild. It's the
ultimate Queer celebration, a nipht when
people pull out all the stops, with campy
costumics, daring drag, and just the right
amount of scandal.

Historically, Gay bars were the cpicenler
of (he holiday™ magic, olfering a space (0
explore identity and gender in ways (hat
weren't always possible year-round.

But in recent years, as Halloween has
grown in popularity and the costumes get
bigger and better, the prices have crept
up too. These days, your wallet might be
the only thing truly scared on Halloween
weekend.

This year, Halloween falls on a Thursday,
meaning most of Scatle’s top Gay bars are
scizing the chance lo streich the fun — and
the fees — by throwing their spocky soi-
rées over the weckend belorg Thal’s a whole
weekend of wallet-weeping parties instead
of just one night of fun. What was once 4
one-night event has morphed int a full
three-day financial commitment. When did
Halloween become s0... boo-jee?

Let’s dive into the numbers and see if
the Queer community is gerting wricked or
(reated this holiday.

Queer/Bar is serving looks... and price

hikes

Queer/Bar is pulling out all the siops
with its Halloween lingup: RPODR scason
16 Mirage Anuro on Friday, October 25,
followed by RPDR Cancda’s Brooke Lynn
Hyles on Saturday. Drag royally? Abso-
lutely, Pricey? You bet

General admission siarts al $23, but
when you tack on the service and lacil-
ity fees, you're looking at almost $30.
Reserved seating hits $45, and if you want
to get faney with a high-top table (for up to
four people, including VIP table service, a
photo opportunity with the featured star,
and seating along the runway), prepare to
drop $225 — and that’s belore all those
pesky lees. Ti's like they're charging us o
breathe in the samie air as these queens.

Then there’s Jimbo's Halloween Haunt
(he next week. General admission creeps
up 1o $25, with reserved scating al $50.
And yes, that $225 high-top table option

still looms large. The only thing scarier
than Jimbo might he your credit card state-
ment the morning afrer.

The Cull Complex: A reckoning (for

your wallet)

Meanwhile, over at the Cull Complex, it’s
a Night of Reckoning on Salurday, October
26, T.A% Tokeyo and Killy Gliller arg host-
ing a night of debauchery — and i1 cost
you $30 just to get through the door. For the
full weekend pass, including Friday’s Beoo-
kufcke event, you're shelling out $40 (plus
those inevitable tees).

Sure, theyre sweetening the deal with
a $2,500 costume contest, but you might
star( wondering ifi’s just a way Lo distracl
yau from your draingd bank account.

Massive Halloween: Bigger, badder...

but al what cost?

Massive, Scallle’s underground party
central, is serving up two [ull nights ol Hal-
loween madness. On Friday, October 25,
it’s P Sereaming with Boris and Tommy
Hart, and on Saturday, I'm Dead delivers
cosmic ltalo-disco vibes. General admis-
sion will cost you $33 per night, but the
preminm pass?: $360. 1f you want to go all
in with the Premivm Weekend Pass, il’s &
whopping $105,

Between the costume, drinks, and that
incvilable post-party Uber, you might be
left wondering: what’s scarier, the party or
your lolal tab?

‘Whalt are we actually paying [or?

Tn the last [ew years, many Scallle Gay
bars have adopted weekend cvent passes
lor their Halloween celebrations, promis-
ing access (o multiple nights ol drag shows,
DJs, and costume contests. But as we dig
deeper, it raises a higger question: are we
really getting our money’s worth?

Sure, the concept of a weekend pass
sounds convenient. Pay once, party all
weekend. But when ticket prices range
[rom $40 (o $105, you can’L help but won-
der: whal arc we paying lor? Arc these
weekend passes just a way for bars (o maxi-
mize profits? Halloween is alrcady a cash
cow for the nightlile scene, bul by sireich-
ing il into a multinight aair, bars can dou-
ble or even triple their revenue. It's smart

husiness, but tor artendees, it can feel like
acash grab.

DJ lineups: Who are these people?

One of the most ballling paris ol these
weekend passes is the DI lincups. Massive's
bringing in Boris and Tommy Harl, while
Queer/Bar is sticking 1o its [ormula of big-
name drag headliners, Bul for the average
partygoer, some ol these DIs might as well
he ghosts. no one knows who they are, and
their niche subgenres of techno and ltalo-
disco might only appeal to a small segment
of the crowd.

Are bars booking these DJs to cater to a
select few club-goers? Or are they just filling
slots on a weekend packed with overpriced
tickets? While it's ool 10 diversily the
niusic seeng, the average Halloween party-
goer might just want to dancc to the hils.

Most of us hit the bars on Halloween for
[amiliar beals — whether iU°s pop, house, or
a 30lid remix of the year™ biggest numbers.
But too often, we're net with Ds spinning
obscure underground tracks, leaving the
crowd more confused than entertained. Its
4 harsh reminder that you can pay for the
party, but not necessarily the vibe.

When the music doesn't hit and you've
lorked over cash [or a weekend pass, il fecls
like the ultimate letdown,

A night out [or cveryone... or just the

lew?

Azl anyone who's been around for a
while, and they'll tell yow Halloween
didn’t always comc with these sky-high
prices. Bars uvsed (o rely on word-ol-
mouth, pack the venue, and throw a good
time without draining your wallcl. Now,
with cvent passes, VIP packages, and pre-
mium seating, it feels like a far cry tfrom
the inclusive and spontaneous Halloween
nights of old.

As prices rise, it’s worth asking: who's
petting left behind? Younger Queer people,
students, and those from lower-income
hackgrounds are Onding themiselves priced
oul ol the very celebrations that were once
pillars of community conneclion.

Luckily, there are s1ill options lor (hose
who want (o cnjoy Halloween withoul
going broke. The Wildrose is slepping in
with its own free event: Scarvoke. Since

Halloween falls on a Thursday, the bar
1s turning its regular karaoke night into a
spooky costume conest extravaganza. The
best part? [t's free.

For anyone [eeling priced out of the hig-
20T evenls, Scaryoke might be the best
way Lo cijoy a lrue conmmunity celebration
wilhout the scary price lag,

Conclusion: Halloween doesn’l have (o

he pricey to be fun

Despite the rising prices and inflated
weekend passes, there are still ways
enjoy Halloween without draining your
bank account. Whether it's embracing
smaller events like Scaryoke or opting for
DIY parlics, there’s still room for an alTord-
able holiday experience,

So, while some bars might be going a bil
boo-jee (his year, remember (hat the besi
parts of Halloween are aboul community,
creativily, and fun — 0ol how much you
spend.

Story impact

Back in July, | wrote about the lack of
diversity in Seattle™s LGBTQ+ nightlife
in my piece, “Breaking the Monotony:
A Call for True Inclusivity in Seattle’s
T.GRTQ+ Nightlite” The response was
cyc-opening, and it scems like some peo-
plc have taken nole.

Massive, known for its lechno parlics,
recently Jaunched Sunday Service, a new
event ereated by Black promoter Keith T,
He promises more Black Queer representa-
tion on Capitol Hill, with a lincup [catur-
ing hip-hop, R&B, rap, funk, disco, and
throwbacks — a welcome change, The
cvent will also feature go-go dancers and
pop-up performances every Sunday from
10pm. to 2 an.

In a chat with Keith 1., he told me, “1 read
your plece about the death of diversity on
Cap Hill right after 1 created this event,
and it makes me so happy to be part of the
change.” 1t's moments like this that remind
me why Twrile — because somclimes, slo-
rics spark real change.

Il be checking oul Sunday Service
mysell, and Tl report back on how this
new night is making waves. IT this i3 the
future of Seallle’s Queer nightlife, iU's look-
ing a whole lot more inclusive.

Unexpected Productions’ scary
comedy improv this October

BY HANNAH SAUNDERS
SGN STAFF WRITER

POE UNEXPECTED
PHOTO COURTESY OF UNEXPECTED PRODUCTIONS

Unexpected Productions (UP), Seattle’s
oldest improv theater, will presemt three
Hulloween-themed shows  during  the
spooky scason, which is right around the
corner. Fans ol Recky Horror, Up in the
Woads, and Edgar Allan Poc should look
lorward 1o atiending one of these onc-ol-a-
kind produetions,

Tay Hiut, the managing dircclor, lold the
SGN that “Poe Unexpected: Edgar Allan
Poe Improvised” is a tavorite the the the-
ater has heen running for over 4 decade.

It was super popular, so it graduated up to
Fridays and Saturdays just last year,” Hitt said.
“As far as planning, we only do about four
rehearsals Lo gel imo the mood of Poe, and (he
lormat ol the show,™ during which, one of UPs
improv performers will dress up as Poc while
the other aclors re-creale scencs in his siyle
wilhoutrelelling hisslorics,

“Ti's all based on (he avdience’s experi-
ences, and they give us some dark stutf
sometimes,” Hitt said.

“Poe Unexpected” will run every Friday
and Sarurday from October 4 to October 26
at 730 pan.

Another October-long production, “Up
in the Woods: A Spooky Tmprov Com-
edy,” will [ealure improvisers stranded in

different areas, like an abandoned hospi-
tal or haunted house. Audience members
choose an object 1o kick off the show, like
awoaoden stake or an odd doll, and then an
aggressor, like a demon or vampire, 1o hunt
those stranded on stage. Hitl described (his
production as a “slasher (ype”

“Up in the Woods™ will run on Sundays
{a firs) [ram October 6 Lo October 27 al
7:00 p.m.

“We're trying a little experiment this
year. We're doing a take of The Rocky Hor-
ror Picture Show,” Hitt sald. “It's going
10 be a big campy, musical horror show...
This is the first time we're doing this one.
We're very good. People, a lov ol the times,
don’t believe we're improvising — they
think it’s scripted.”

The “Rocky Horror Tmproy Show™ will
only tun Lor three nights: Qclober 19 and
26 4L 11:30 p.w, and Halloween al 9:00 pam.

For those who may be new to improv, Hite
recommends attending the Poe show, but all
of the productions are never-betore-seen —
and will never be seen again, as they are cre-
ated by audience suggestions the night of.

For more igformation visit Artps:/iww.
aaexpeciedproductions.org.
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THE TIMES ARE RACING
MeCaw ITall
September 20,2024

Opening night at PNB’s triple bill, The
Times Are Racing, displayed the talents of
three American choreographers who are
pushing the boundaries of classical bal-
let with exciting new worlks. Justin Peclk,
the New York City Ballet wunderkind,
has malured ine an impressive chorcog-
rapher with an international carcer, while
Edwaard Liang is a Taiwancse American
with an international carcer who is present-
ing al PNB (or the hrst tme. As terrilic as
these two dancemakers are, it was Jessica
Lang — the resident choreographer at PNB
for the next three years — who carried
away the laurels on opening night with her
world premiere of Black Wave, made espe-
cially for the wonderful PNB performers,

The evening hegan with 1iang’s quierly
gorgeous The Veil Berween Worlds, lirsl
premicred by PNB online in 2021 but seen
on slage [or (he lirst lime on opening night.
The ten dancers, dressed in modernisiic
lank suits, formed an array of clegant and
intimate variations scparated by billowing
silk sails thal served w divide and extend
time and space, Elle Macy and Dylan Wald
led the ensemble to Oliver Davis’s swelling
music, which fearnred vielinist Michael
Jingoo Lim, who was alternately playful,

ng hits one out of 1
Pacific Northwest Ballét!-

BY SHARON CUMBERLAND

pensive, and dramauic. This elegam dance
drew the audience imo an imaginary world
ol tranguility, [rolic, and strength — the
perfect antidete to our stresstul historical
mement. Given the excitemenr and drama
of the two pieces that followed, The Veil
Between Tiwo Worlds set just the right tone
of jovtul expectation.

Lang’s Black Wave was the second
dance of the evening, once ol intense clar-
ily and delicate power [or 11 people, who
appear beneath the single imb of a mighty
tree (designed by Libby Siadsiad) thai
slowly moves and changes as the danc-
ers themselves do likewise during a work
hy New Zealand composer Salina Fisher
called Kinisugi. Lang mentions in the pro-
gram that she was influenced hy the lapa-
nese concept of the same name: the prac-
tice of mending broken pottery with seams
of gold, rranstferming flaws into objects of
great. beauty. As the dancers interweaved
with lascinating, sculpiural drama, ihe
melaphor ol the changing tree mirrared the
Mlaws that remake themselves mto some-
thing new. This metaphor of lile was per-
formed by principals Leta Biasucci, Dylan
Wald, and Sarah-Gabriclle Ryan, joined
by soloists Kuu Sakuragi, Lea Terada, and
[uther DeMeyer (who was promoted to this
position on opening night).

Omne conld artempr 1o describe this
dance in terms of stepy, movement, music,

mood, and colors — hut 1l would Tall shon
ol the impact il had on the audience. My
only regrel aboul seeing a premicre i3 that
there are no clips or videos of it online vet.
I have only my memory and impressions
to relate: Black Weve was beautitul, intri-
cate, and thrilling  truly, 2 home run. Ir
received 4 well-deserved roar of approval
from the andience at curtain calls. Tt's
wonderful 1o amicipaie whai Lang will do
a& the new residen choreographer at PNB.

The finale on opening night was the
picce (hat gave the evening its name, The
Times Are Rocing by Tusiin Peck, the clever
young New York City Ballet dancer who
has developed into ancqually clever young
(not yet 403 choreographer. Best known for
choreographing the 2021 Steven Spielberg
version of Wesr Side Story, Peck isbringing
the “sneaker baller™ (no bare feet or ballet
shoes) to traditional companies ready to
branch out into the exciting micdle groungd
hetween classical and modern dance. The
Times Are Racing uses cleclronic music
hy Dan Deacon (rom the album America
lo create relaxed, intricale, and [ascinat-
ing movements. Peck is greac at linding
patlerns for any number of perlormers,
whether they're a dozen who link them-
selves into a shifting line like a bridge ina
storm, or use their legs to make unfolding
fang. bringing to mind the rhree muses in
Balanching’s Apelio,

JESSICA LANG'S BLACK WAVE
PHOTO BY ANGELA STERLING

An ineresting aspect of The Times Are
Racing 1s that the roles are nol gender spe-
cilic. Dancers mix andmatch depending on
what evening you go, tempting the viewer
to come see the piece more than once. On
opening night, the 20-person cast was
led by Kyle Duvis, Christopher D'Ariano,
Sarah-Gabrielle Ryan, Lucien Postlewaite,
Jonathan Batista, Cecilia INiesin, Amanda
Morgan, and L1ly Wills. Tn the other two
aperting weekend performances, the prin-
cipals are almost emirely different — a
casting style (bhroughout the rnumn that gives
both dancers and audicnces a chance o
experience a less gendered approach o
whal matters in the genre. T was struck
hy the relaxed movements the sneakers
allowed, even as the steps were as challeng-
ing, in their way, as traditional ballet. One
section, in which four women dance with
one man, wag so seulptural and varied that
it was as if they were living inside a lcalei-
doscope. Because of Peck’s siyle of casi-
ing, [ can imagine it with [our men and one
worman, or three women and two men — or
any combo of humans. It's a greal way (o
sce Lhe dance and the world,

The Times Arc Racing iy at PNB through
Seprember 29, 2024, Find out more at
Pacific Northowest Balier Attps:/iwww.pnb.
org.

Villagelheatre | 2024-2025 SEASON

SINGLE TICKETS STARTING AT

:COLOR
PURPI.E

THE MUSICAL

$44

Or Save up to 20% Off with a 3, 4, or 5-Show Subscription!

ONLINE
VillageTheatre.org

BY PHONE
{(425) 392-2202

IN PERSON
ISSAQUAH & EVERETT

VISIT US ONLINE SGN.ORG

OCTOBER 2024

SGN 1



The 29th annual Scatde Queer Film Feg-
tival (SQFF}, prescnted by Three Dollar
Bill Cinema, is ready o make a “Q-ihar-
tict™ imprint on the city’s moviegoing land-
scape. With an in-person componcnt of
four days — kicking off on ' Thursday, Octo-
ber 10 with a gala screening of director
Esteban Arango and writer-star River Gal-
107 award-winning drama Posybei al lhe
SITFT Cinema Tigyptian — and a virtual-
only slate thal will be available Lo stream
lor an additional seven, this year’s evenl is
jam-packed with LGBTQ4+-locused storics
[rom all around ihe globe.

I sal down with new SQFF (csiival direc-
tor Trent Farrington to discuss this year's
cxciting Lincup of features, documentarics,
and shorts. Here are the edited transcripts
of what they had to say:

Sara Michelle Fetters: How does it
feel to be gearing up for another Seattle
Queer Film Festival, especially consider-
ing this is your first go-around as direc-
tor?

Trent Farringion: This is a dream come
true. It's inspiring, it is exciting, it's really
thrilling, it’s challenging. More impor-
tantly, I thinl it’s super tulfilling. It an
honer 10 be here catering to the Seattle
community. [t's such an important time in
the world around us, obviously. o be shar-
ing lhese slories, showeasing these lilm-
makers, and championing these narvatives.

SMF: What’s it like to put together an
LGBTQ+ film festival in the middle of
a presidential election year, in the mid-
dle of a climate where the community’s
issues are om the forefront of every dis-
cussion, especially those related to the
Trang community? OF all ycars, plan-
ning and programming for 2024 had to
have come with unique hardships and
maybe cven more unigue pressures.

TF: Tthink you hit it on the spot. This was
the year, right? There’s so much on the line
as we speak about what our [uture holds.
When we talk about the kind ol the stories
and the narratives and the conversations in
the media that refleet our political climate
|and] policies that affect us all — especially
our Trans community, especial ly our Black
and Latinx communities, our inmigrant
communilics — there’s a lot on the line. T
really wanied w make sure that these com-
munities were heard authentically. Twanled
1o make sure that these [Giction and nonfic-
tion] narratives and ihesc storics. .. are real,
are connectable, and are approachable.

With cverything changing cvery min-
ute in this election vear, 1 definitely made
sure that I double-checked, triple-checked
my math and iriple-checked the conversa-
tions we were having |while| huilding our
program and making sure that cohesively
we were putling logether something memo-
rable, something important thal the entire
community could champion and rally
hehind.

SMF: Maybe this is just coincidence,
maybe this is just a sign of the times, but
vour opening night film Poryboi seems to
hit all of thuse targets all at once. You've
got an Intersex main character. You'se
got a movie about a sex worker. You've
got a movie dealing with immigration
issues, drug issues, and police account-
ability in this current climate. How did

4 Seattle Queer

Festival Preview
Getting Q-thartic! with new SQFF
festival director Trent Farrington

BY SARA MICHELLE FETTERS

SGN STAFF WRITER

that work out?

TF: Ponybei, our opening night flm, is
just a jam-packed collaboration. What's
very interesting about this filny is that River
Gallow, the writer and star, actually won
the Best Short Film prize here in Seattle in
2019. Soits come full circle.

This project is something thal gives me
gooschumps, a [ilm thal we've never secn
hefore. IUs not all the time thal Intersex
people... get (ilms aboul themselves and
have themselves accurately represented,
cspecially on a topic ol drugs, erime,
police, brutality, murder. etc.

But it also really represents our fostival's
20124 theme, "Q-thartic™: that feeling, that
emotiomal release, of getting to.. express
yourselves wholeheartedly and authenti-
cally. T think Penrybai champions Queer
cinema and the importance ol us being able
Lo tell our own stories authentically.

And, again, just (rom the llmmaking
standpoint, rom a prool” ol concept o a
[ull-lengih leature, I think River Gallow
and the entre weam have something beauli-
ful on their hands. 'ny excited to starct our
program off with it,

SMF: For you personally, T do have to
wonder, how cool is to kick off your first
SQFF as festival divector with a feature-
length adaptation of a short film that
took home the top prize just five short
vears ago?

TE: It's an honor. I don’t think most
people understand the magnitude and (he
importance that this film has for us and for
our community. 1 think, as you putit, this is
yeurs in the making, And 1o be able (o give
back to Seattle specifically? How the city
championed the short a few years ago and
made this lilmmaker see (he visibility in
themselves o go oul and make something

DYLAN O*BRIEN AND RIVER GALLO IN PONYBO/
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PHOTO COURTESY OF
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clse? There’s something powerful about
that.

Ag a festival director and someone who's
big on programming — watching tons of
Queer films all year, and looking for the
best and the most challenging films to pive
to people — Ponvboi was a gem. The way
that this all gets W come Logether [ull cie-
cle? Tt iy kind of mugical, More than thal,
i's Q-thartic!

SMF: I will say, the 2023 festival set a
high bar. The opening night film, A% of
Us Strangers, ended np being one of the
most critically lauded and audience-
acclaimed films of last year. The People’s
Joker is one of the most talked-about
films of the last two years, and is proba-
bly going to end up on a ton of top 10 lists
in 2024, Looking at this year’s schedule,
what stands out for you as the titles that
people are going to he talking about, not
just throughont this festival but mayhe
for years to come?

TFE: Thank you lor that question. [ lecl
like Ponvbor, obviously, is going to be a big
one. I think Duine |a coming-of-age story|
speaks Lo a lol of Tolks, We [also] have
Asog, which is a great, just hilariovs fea-
ture following a Nonbinary person going
for their dreams and passions while also
unpacking some cullural nuances thal are
unique o them. We've got The Astronaut
Lavers, which is a spacy, muimate, checky,
heartlelt, feel-gooad Glm that T just love.

Wetve got Sally!, aboul Sally Gearhart,
which is such a powerlul documentary
about Queer legends who |continually]
kind of get shushed in our history. 1 think
women in the movemenl have gollen side-
lined when talking about the ALIXS and
HLY epidemic. It's so important to remen-
ber who was there Lo support us, and who
way Lhere Lo radicalize us, during (hat piv-

olal time period, T think this [ilm iy very
cmpowcering and long overduc.

I think No One Asked You, another [ilm
focusing on abortion access and women's
rights to healthcare, is another great one
that asks some tough and important ques-
tions, But itis alse semething very comedic
and lighthearted. Most of all, it's real.

We've got un abundance ol shorts pro-
grams, T think our BIPOC “Busy Being
Black, Beautiful and Bold™ [program] is
going Lo he one of ihe higgest gilts T can
give Lo the Scallle communily. Being Afri-
can-American mysell, being Caribbean,
there™s so much heart and personalization
in this program that 1 just cannot express
how joyous itis.

SMFE: One of the things that’s always
been a hallmark of SQFF is that all
genres get represented. This year, you've
somchow managed to score an IFC
Films and Shudder co-production, Heze.
Tell us more abont that one.

TF: Yes, Huze is going 1o be an amazing
sereening. IFC and Shudder.... arc allowing
us to do a screening of the film. Matthew
Fifer — I don't know if you remember —
had the feature film Cicada. which was so
powerful, go into release back in 2020, It
was unfortunately cne of those films that
was released during COVID, so we didn’t
gel (o watch it in the theaters and gel 10
invite the lilmmaker (Lo the festival] wo have
a conversalion, which was lough. hecausc it
was such a deep film o unpack, For them
be able (o come back and relurn 1o us as an
[alum]| (v another release, that's incredible.
I'm s happy we get to show this one in a
theatrical setting,

Aglor Haze 1U's just chilling. 1Us horrily-
ing. It's gripping. Not to give out any many
spoilers, but you get every ounce of horror
and (error with thal feature, for sure, Audi-
ences will be sereaming,

SMF: Other than obviously the
COVID years, when things did have to
go virtual for good reason, traditionally
SQFF has been about 10 to 11 days. This
year, the in-person program is four days,
October 10 through 13, whereas the vir-
tual program runs October 14 through
20. Why the constriction for the in-per-
son part of the program?

TT: T think iv isx a continuous under-
standing of our industry, the imporlance
ol change, and understanding how change
can be gnod. Ten days 1o four days is a big
shill, obviously, but it’s made [or gond rea-
so. We're allowing more days [or [olks o
watch, stream, tap in, engage in that virtual
experience.

If we look around and we look into this
film festival space, there’s a lot of changes
happening. Sundance is currently looling
for the best place,. o relocate and look-
ing at severul options around the country.
Other (estivals arc dealing with similar
issucs [as] SQFF. This is an industry-wide
conversation ahout independent space and
independent cinema. 1U's not just happening
here in Seatte.

SME: I think this is part of the same
conversation but, especially after the
COVIDN shutdowns, there is a growing
perception — and it’s an unfortunate
one — that Festivals like SQFF don’t
mean as much as they vsed to, that they

g
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may be unnecessary. How do we counter
that? How do we remind people that they
remain vital and are deserving of com-
munity and audience support?

T1 I’y an important question, 1 think we
have to remember the importance of why
these festivals started in the first place. I
Queer representation in film and media
was on the forefromt of everyome's agenda, 1
think we would’ve never had a need to have
a Queer filin testival. But there was a call
and a need for Queer testivals run by Queer
people presenting Queer content, festivals
that catered to the Queer community, that
presented stories that were missing from
the regular, repional festival or the typical
city festival,

There’s that idea that we had 1o make this
space specifically for us. .. .While 1 know
media is changing and it might seem trendy
1o have Queer content, you have to remem-
ber that we didn’L always have that. We had
to come together. We had to make our own
space. And, you bhave 1o realize, many ol
the stories being told now in these main-
stream projects, theyre not being told by
Queer filmimakers or being shown through
a Queer perspective.

In that sense, yeah, we still need testivals
like SQFFE. They are so important. We need
to come together and make these festivals
Queer, make these festivals focus on the
Black community, make these festivals
Asian and Asian-American focused. These
festivals need their own spaces, because
cinema, traditionally speaking, still caters
o the suraight, white viewer. T think that’s
the importance of SQFF, TRANSIlations,
and every other community-focused Seat-
tle festival.

Personally, I feel like there's nothing like
being in a room ftull of Queer people cel-
ebrating cinema together. It's wonderful.

SMF: Or as you've said multiple times
during this inferview, it’s Q-thartic!

Tl Q-thartic! 1t's just so cleansing. It is
a reminder of a feeling. 1t’s something that

e
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I want to hug, something I want our audi-
ence to hug. It’s something that I want you
all to feel. To feel at home and needed and
supported and loved, because this is the
time when we need those feelings more
than anything. October is going to be very
critical, 1 think, for us all over the US, but
especially for our Queer community and
especially our Trans community, Because
of this, | think it is so vital for these folky
to have a place to feel seem and. .. authenti-
cally represented.

We always know the difference when
things are authentic and Q-thartic com-
pared to when things are just more com-
mercial and pandering. We're not going to
do that. We're going to be Q-thartic!

SMF: With all that being the case,
what do you hope audicnees take away
from this year®s festival?

TF: T think that T want lolks 10 be able
to look into this program and see unique,
different conversations, dillerent people,
and different genres. Scaule is incredibly
diverse. ...Iwant [olks o be able w tap inte
that diversity.

I'm 50, so 10 awe of our filmmaking com-
munity here who make so many of these
films, who put these narratives out there
and who are really trying to say sonme-
thing. I think all of our packages — shorts,
features, documentaries — have a wide
range of views, 2 wide range of conversa-
tions, feelings, and emotions. There is a
new wave to come from this program that
mayhe audiences haven’t seen belore. T'm
excited for them to discover all that we have
to offer.

The 20th ammual Seettle Queer Film Fey-
tivel kicks off Oct. 10 and runs in-person
through Oct. 13. The virinal festival beging
on Oct. 14 and ruas through Oct. 20, Ven-
wes for this year’s festival include the SIF#
Cinema kgyprian and AMC Pacific Place
11, For passes, individual tickets, and a
Sfull calendar of events, please go to htps:f
sgif 2024 eventive.orgfrehedule.
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2024 Tasveer
Film Festival
and Market

A conversation on
South Asian cinema with
Seattle luminaries Rita
Meher and Shailaja Rao

BY SARA MICHELLE FETTERS
S&N STAFF WRITER

The 19th annual Tasveer Film Festival
and Market brings the South Asian cin-
emalic scene Lo Seatlle Oclober 15 through
20 with events, forums, and screenings at
venues throughout the city. The festival
portion kicks ofl with the Pacilic Northwest
premicre of wriler-direclor Tram Parveen
Bilal's Wakhei (One of a Kind) al the Paccar
IMAX Theater at the Pacific Science Cen-
ter on October 17.

This year’s lincup includes from all over
South Asia, including strong LGBTQ+
shorts, features. and documentaries relling
A variety of stories, from the brutally hard-
hitting to the goofily Bollywood fabulous.
Additionally, for the sceond straight year,
Tasveer remuins the only Oscar-qualilying
festival in the world for South Asian shorts.

I sat down with Rita Meher, founder of
the Tagveer Film Market and cofounder
ol the festival, und Shuilaja Ruo, associale
director and festival director, to discuss this
vear’s six-day event. Qur conversation hit
on a variety of topics, including how the
pair anricipate Tasveer continuing 1w grow
and evolve into the premier South Asian
festival in the United States. What tollows
are lhe edited transeripts:

Sara Michelle Fetters: We're roughly
month from the start of the film market,
[ollowed (wo days laler hy the opening
night of the festival. How are you feeling
right now? What's the level of anticipation?

Shailaja Rac: [ean only speak for mysclf,
bul I'm having a blast. [laeghs] A litlle
averwhelmed with everything that’s poing,
on, yes, but 'm so looking forward to the
festival. Teanmot even putitin words.

SME: Rita, as the co-founder of the
festival, could you imagine how things
would’ve transformed in less than 20
years, starting from your humble begin-
nings at the Broadway Performance Hall
1o what it is now?

Rita Meher: Yeah, it's ineredible. Tt's the
22nd year for the organization and the 19th
for the film festival. T would have never
imagined where it’s at today. Burt, internally,
it never feels that g, T'm still like. “Oh. we
are this small little organization.” | fuiegfs]

I wag telling my friends the other day,
['ve been doing this [or 19 years, but the
excitement doesn’ go away, It’s the same
nervousness, same excilement. I's like a
new thing. like a new haby. Everything
from scratch. We can say we are reinvent-
ing the wheel. Al lhe same lime, we are nol.
Wo are using the same processes, bul they
still feel brand-new. Right, Shailaja?

SR: Yes. I think... like in any process,
there’s always some learning... But it’s all
[un... [ keep telling Rita, “This is whal we
can do for next year” I'm always learning.
'm already thinking of next year based on
my learning this vear.

SMEF: We're used to film festivals here
in Seattle. ¥We have lots of them. It seems
like we have a greal one every month,
and this vear we’ve got the Seattle Queer
Film Festival the weekend belore this

+
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one. You're back to back,

But Tasveer is vnigue in that, as of
2023, it’s both a lilm Lestival and a [lm
market. For pcople that don’t guite
understand what thal means, could you
cxplain what the markel aspeet is, which
might be a little bit more unusual to
some people outside of the Pacific North-
west filmmaking community?

RM: Welwe been doing the festval for
19 years, bul. [ think il’s nol enough Lo keep
doing things the same way over and aver
and over, We need (o exhibit ilms In the
best way as a testival, ves, but we were also
starting o think, how do these gel made?
How do they come (o life? And how ¢an we
help them get seen?

A lot of our lilms, they don’t get picked
up [by distributors], they don’t get funded.
We nceed (o (ind 4 solution 10 that. We need
to make the journey easier for filmmakers
tor get these great ideas to come to life. We
have to support them, We have to put our
force hehind them, and that’s where this
whole “film market™ thing came in.

What we are doing is putting the flm-
maker, producers, and their (eams n [ront
of the decision makers. We're walking the
lalk. We're pulting our thoughts into aetion.
‘We arc bringing all the decision makers to
Scatlle, not sending them o LA,

Tasveer is one of a kind. This has never
been done before in the Pacific Northwest.
where all these big companies — WME,
CAA, Blumhouse, Netflix, NBCU, Amazon
Studios, Warner. ele. — all come under one
raol 1o meet with South Asian filmmakers.

SME: Shailaja, as a programmer who
helps put the schedule together, knowing
that you're going to have the eyves of the
biggest distributors in the world coming,
to Seattle to partake and be a part of the
festival, what does that [ecl like?

SK; I's exiremely exciling. To be lacili-
tating thig entire thing, bringing filmmak-
ers together, sales agents, distribulors, pro-
ducers?Tt’s amazing.

We're bringing cveryoene logether under
one roof, and this doesn’t only benetit Tas-
veer, but literally all of Seattle is going o
be economically and culturally gaining. It's
awin-win for everyone.

The other thing ['d really like (o point
outis, ves, we are a South Asian organiza-
tion, we are [acilitating this for South Asian
filmmakers, underrepresented filmmakers,
but the product that we arc poing 1o bring
oul of belongs 1o everyone. I is universal,
Tt is going Lo be for white, black, brown,
yellow, uny color In between, any gender,
any denomination — s for everyonc.
This lincup is for everyonc in the audience.
That’s always the goal.

SMF: I am so plad that yon brought
thal up, because onc of the reasons [ love
Tasveer so much is the storytelling diver-
sily thal you ofler up seemingly every
single year. I honestly don’t know how
vou do it, but every year, the storytelling
— hetlween the shorts, the [eatures, and
the docs — is just magnificent. There’s
always something unique Lo discover.

How do you do that? How do vou track
all of these down and make sure that
multiple genres are represented? That
everything comes together in this glori-
ous South Asian mélange?

SR: [Us not casy. [fanghs] Once iU's all
done, the Tineup, it Tooks greal, Tknow, hul
ittakes a lotof effort te make sure that whart
we pick is representative of South Asin.

We get tons of submissions. For example,
we gol [ive hundred submissions this year, and
1o sift through those, and bring it down 1o 110
Tor our Onul lingup, was 1o easy lusk. We nol
ouly have to bring it down, but then we have 1o
make sure that we have thal polpourri ol films
\hat we can showease in our leslival thul repre-
senls thal diversily you're speaking ol

RM: Diversifying is our mainstay of our
festival, [and] we want 1o make sure thal
LGBTOQIA takes a good space, that all the
countries are represented, and that margin-
alized communities are represented, We
really work hard at this, and programming
is the soul of our testival. Shailaja this vear.
as the festival director, and our program-
ming leam have done a greal job,

SMF: As you say, you don’l jusi talk

the talk, you also walk the walk. Your
cepening night feature this year is alse
part of your LGBTQIA showcase,
Wakhei. And not enly that, you alse get
Lo have this opening night celebration at
the Paccar IMAX. How cool is that?

SR s gigantic. TU's dreamy. T's awesome.

RM: And not just opening night. Closing
night, too, is at the Paccar IMAX, and the
|shori] ilm is part of the LGBTQLA pack-
age. #lue Boy |the short| and A Nice fndian
Boy [the [eature] — you'll be blown away
by that pairing.

Blue Royis going Lo he a little bit ol a chal-
lenge [or our audience when they walch that,
and it may push some points that will make
people think in a dilferent way. IUs kind of
standing up to what’s happening in South
Asia righl now, and how voices are being
silenced. [t's really pushing the envelope.

And then to end on the wonderful A Nice
Indian Bov.., It's Bollywood and even
includes a wedding. It’s just so funny, and
it’s not the nsual stereatype. with the par-
ents being against Gay marriage or any-
thing, Its, like, just a usual family; parenls
being nervous ahout their son getting man-
ried 1o someone who's nol al the same...

OO0
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status, or something like that. 1s just a
funmy Bollywood (ilm, and very quirky.

SR:Td just like to emphasize, if you don’t
mind, Sara, thal most all our lilms are not
shown in mainstream theaters. You do not
ect these topics covered in mainstream
media. These are really niche, bul also the
real deal. Like, these are the stories that
grab the heart and soul of South Asia.

SME: And that’s part of the great
thing ahout having all of these distribu-
tors here, don’t you think? It’s obviously
not going to happen for every film, but
there is the chance thal Tor some of these
titles that don’t normally get exhibited
on a larger platform, somebody from say
Netflix or Universal could look at it and
g0, “You know what? We want to put
that out there to more viewers.”

SR: Right, Thal would be the goal.

And, there’s 4 Lot of learning in our Hilms.
[ learn somcthing cvery lime 1 atiend the
festival. There's always moments where

SHAILAJA RAC

I'm like, “Ch! | did not know that the Sri
Lanka civil crisis led 1o (his taking place,”
and so many other instances like Lthat. Even
as South Asians, there’s always something
new 1 learn.

SMEFE: I love that. Another thing
attendees may not know — and I believe
this happened just last year — is that
Tasveer is now an Oscar-qualifying fes-
tival, What does that mean?

RM: Thal’s righl, ycs. And we arc nol
just an QOscar-qualilying fcslival, we arce
the enfy South Asian Oscar-qualifying
lilm festival in the world. There’s no other
South Asian festival that has that qualifica-
tion. It means that any short film that wing
in our festival by a jury will get put straight
into the big pool of Oscar short-listers.
Betore, these had to chase other big festi-
vals, whether it’s Sundance or Cannes, and
maybe a South Agian ilm will gel picked,
but it was never guaranteed. This way, It's
guaranieed lor Jonel 1o go onto the Oscar
shorilist, cvery year.

SME: In my time in Seattle, I've
walched Tasveer grow and evolve, I
have to congratulate you all on all that
you've been able to do, and the way that
you've just been able to showease these
films that, as you've said, arc underrep-
resented and don’t necessarily get the
eycballs that they deserve. Tt’s magical.

RM: Thank you [or thal.

SR: And, as far as growing, T would like
10 point ool AN We Fmagine As Lighy, which
15 Payal Kapadia’s film that won the 2024
Cannes Grand Prix. [Owr screening is]
going to be the North American premiere....
We are honored to be having this being
showcased at Tasveer.

SME: Do you want to highlight any
others you think might be of interest to
LGBTOQIA viewers?

RM: Yes. T would love to. Mekroon is
a lavorile, 1's & Trans short made by and
about the title character. ITer name has
Deen removed from & will unless she comes
hack s 2 man, a3 a son thal was born o the
family. Very powertul. No dialogue. Just a
heautitul film.

Kailaa Crreyis a feature shol in a villags
in Gujaral, [which] iy a very powerlul stale
now, so it’s fun o sce a Gay [ilm coming
aul of [therel].

And Pink is a British film [in which] a
man is reconciling with his father, [who
he thinks| doesn’t approve of him. It is the
most powertul film, [particularly] how he
finds out how proud his father is of him
whel he comes back into this man's lite.

SR: There's one called The Story of
Yinveaf and Shahajohan. 110s laboul] two
mel: one is a Bengal, and he sells bracelets
in the village. IU's just aboul their Iriend-
ship. Very subtly done, very sensilively

dome. Tt takes up the [issue of Hindus and
Muslims] together, so there's that clement
as well. Tt’s beautifully done.

SME: Where do you both see Tasveer
growing from here? How do you see it
continuing to evolve?

RM: We see il evolving Lo be Lhe Sun-
dance of South Asian [ilm lestivals. Any-
time anyonc makes a South Asian film,
they will be wishing for [itf] to make it o
Tasveer. We wanl Lo gel there, not by vol-
ume, but by gquality, by serving the film
community, and by supporting and pro-
viding resources hehind the scenes with
below-the-line workers and above-the-line
executives. We also want to exhibit these
[ilms in the hest way we can, which we arc
doing right now. Anything io add, Shailaja?

SR: You've said il beauwtifully. 1 think
maintaining our mission, our values, and
the quality of films that we put out every
year— Just keeping in ling with that is, yos,
that is something that T believe strongly in.

Additionally, and luckily for me, I get
1o see Lhal we mainlain relalionships wilh
the filmmakers, even after we're done with
their films. We build that relationship. We
keap (hal relatiomship, Thal’s very beauli-
[ul, and very special. For me, thal relalion-
ship is a mosl important thing.

The 19th annual Tasveer Fifm Festival
and Film Market vuns Ger. 15-20. Open-
ing wight is on Oct. 7 with a red-carpel
giifa sereening of Wakhri (One of a Kind)
at the Paccar IMAX Theater ai the Pacific
Science Center. Additionul venuey for this
year's festival are SIFF Cinema Uprown,
Tagney Jones Hall, and the UW Souih
Asia Center, A full schedule of events and
ficket und pass informaiion can be found ai
hups:iffam20124.eventive.orgfwelcome.
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Unmasking Mercy Moose‘mézle:
“A Dyke About Town" over the years

BY ALICE BLOCH

For Leshians living in the Seattle arca
hetween 198% and 2012, ahsolutely the hest
pact of the SGN was the column “A Dyke
About Town,” written by the pseudony-
mous Merey Moosemuzzle. Merey’s hun-
dreds ol columns previewed and reviewed
just about every cultural and political event
ol interest 10 “Leshiang of discernment and
tasle.” In her lighthearied, willy siyle, she
described disagreemenis and controversics
in the LGBTQ community, ollen quoting
the opinions of her many [riends {on whom
she also conterred pscudonyms). In Mer-
cy’s oplimisiic view, disagreemenis were
temporary and resolvable; friendship and
community were permanent.

Full disclosure: Marian Michener, 1he
actual writer of Mercy’s columns, was my

PHOTO COURTESY OF
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close friend and writing buddy for nearly
30) years, until her death from Huntingron®s
disease in 2019, She itroduced me t¢ nany
of my other friends, as well as the Oregon
Shakespeare Festival, which she reviewed
faithlully (under her real name) for the SGN.
When her symptoms made it impossible for
her 1o continue, she passed that gig lame.
Her first column, published in Janu-
ary 1988, began with a visil 10 the Double
Header, the oldest Gay bar in the couniry,
[or the talent show: “Most of the entertain-
ment was provided by men in drag. Most
ol the audience was women. Whal, T won-
dered, are all these Lesbians doing here?
Girl-watching[?] No, the sentiment was
one of sisterhoond. Thesa people just plain
love each other. (And, unless 've missed

something, the planct isn't suffering from
o0 mueh of that yer.)” The cohnimn ended,
“This is yowr correspondent on Capitol Hill
with a column of news, reviews, previews,
and imperiineni thoughts. 17 you have an
ilern you wanl the world 1o know aboul, you
call Tor Merey,”

When somcone posted her column in the
ladies” room al the Timberline (| he wonder-
[ul western dance bar at Boren and Denny),
Merey commen(ed in print that she liked
to think her opinions “are worthy of the
hathroom walls of some of the hest places.”
Then she launched into a discussion of
Leshian safe sex: “Why is it scarier to talk
about sex than to actually do it? Well, keep
breathing, girls.”

Of moose and men

The column soon acquired a delighilul
moose logo designed hy Mary Whisner,
who signed her drawings “Ms. Ws." “Mar-
fan and [ decided,” Ms. Ws. said, “that the
moose was gender-nonconforming, sinee
[emales don’t have anilers hut Merey docs.”

Mercy's 1989 and 1990 columns delved
into 4 number of Leshian community con-
trowversies: separatism, sabriety vs, bar col-
Lure, (he “sex wars™ aboul pornography amd
sadomasochism, domestic abuse, sex worker
rights. She wrole a particularly moving
mglallmenl aboul the ATDS crisis having
brought Lesbians and Gay men wogether:
“The sense of Tamily connection now is so
palpahle you can walk across it. And it's
hrought us surprising happiness, with an
ironic twinge at the hard way it had to come.”

QOne particularly hilarious column
describes her truitless attempt to find anice
straight man [or w siraighl woman [riend.
“Hell, just because were Lesbians doesn't
mean we don’t know any siraight men who
aren’| married and aren’l intimidaled by
power lul women, Butever try (o find one?”

Why the pseudonym?

I don’t really know why Marian used
a pseudonym, hul my huneh is that il was
a gesture of respect to her then-partner
“Charity Boondocks,” who was “a more
closeted creature than her moose” The
pseudonynis of Mercy’s friends were

utterly charming: a Gay male couple
hecame “Tustice Gatekeeper™ and “Cus-
tard Choirboy” (the latter was & member ot
the Seattle Men's Chorus). When Custard
objecied 10 his name, Mercy renamead him
Victory at Sea. When her friend “Fortune
Sleazewell” likewise objected, Mercy
changed his name 1o “Forlunc Smiles,”
adding, “This is absolutely the last name
change we're doing in this column, so don’i
even think about i, Chastity Wonders”

At the end of 1990, Merey announced
her retirement in a farewell colimn and
advised her readers, “1f the goddess had
wanted you to he quiet, she wouldn't have
given you opinions.”

In the late 1990s and early 20005, Marian
wrote a number of reviews under her real
name, Then in a 2006 article tilled “Danc-
ing al the Gay Games,” she revealed (hat
she’d heen diagnosed with Huntingion™s
discase and thal when the diagnosis pul her
priorities in order, “dancing was ong ol the
main things on my list.”

Reemergence

Mercy reemerged in 2008 and announced
she was “very exciled aboutl her new girl-
Iriend, Culeness Bunkhouse.” Culeness,
aka Carol Burton, was the best pariner
Marian could have wished lor, and il was
my greal honor 1o be Marian's “besl per-
son” al their wedding,

In onc of her last columns belore it ended
for good in 2012, Marian mentioned the
need for an LGBTQ nursing home: Tt
would be nice to gather Inte a place with
a piano bar and drag shows. The reality is
that many homes arc run by religious orga-
nizations that may be homophoebic. Mercy
herselt has a disability that may require her
10 go into care.” {That is indeed what hap-
pened: Marian and Carol siruggled with a
clucless Lutheran home and a homophobic
hospice spiritual adyiser.)

Inrercading the entire archive of Merey's
columns, I was happily reminded of Mar-
ian ai her best, before Humington’s rohbed
her of vocabulary and cognitive skills. Her
sweet temperament, however, remained
intacl, The last wordg [ heard her say were
“Nice” and “Thank you.”
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lovéd ones "

BY MATT NAGLE
SGN EDITOR

When Traviz Holp was a boy growing
up in Chio, he had experisncss that, atthe
time, he thought everyone had, like talk-
ing to hisimaginary friends, having a vivid
imagination, and bemy able to fense and
feel other people’s energy, for example. He
wazaleo a little Gay gprout, and thig ssrved
to make him even more aware of his sur-
roumdings and observant of life through
eyes and ears that took ineverything.

“T remember belng very voumng, maybe
four years old, and I would spsnd time in
thabook toom at my grandparents’ Houss,”
he said. “Whils thers, T would have long
corrversations with what people around

CHORUS

continued from cowver

Under Coogan’s leadership, the Bos-
ton Gay Men’s Chorus was also the first
LGBTO+ chorustotenr and perform inthe
Middle East and in South Africa.

3ince coming to Seattls, Coogan has
similatly worked to inerease ticket sales,
rrow membership, develop eulturally rel-
evant shows for the Seattle andience, and
expand accsss to performances. Dning
the 20:23-24 szasen, conearts incorp orated
video with song in order to tackle current
aocial justice issues like banned books
immigration, and protecting the art of drag

Carrying Seattle Chosuses theough

COVID-12 and beyond

Inthe role of interim executive dirsctor,
Coogan's overarching task was to ensure
that Seattle Choruses emerged from the
COVID-19 pandstale able to maks just as
mueh iapact as 1t did befors,

“[In] Seattle, having been one of the cit-
les most impacted by COVID-1%, and then
one of the slowest to return to the halls [after
the] pandemic. .. he said, *the focus became
How can we work with that? How can we
grow and maintain these choruses in a time
when they can no longer bring the commu-
nity together for live performances? ™

Coogan's actics during this time period

PHOTO COURTESY OF
TRAYIS HOLP

e probably assumed were my imaginary
frisnds but, I now know, were my spirit
guides”

How he came to know his spirit guides
unifolded over the vears inte hiz adulthood.
Tt developed over time as his mind's eye
gained focug and elarity — to the pomt that
he left hig 17 years in the beauty industry
behind to fully embrace his gift, which he
charas privately with individuals and pub-
licly with audisnces in venues actoss the
GOUTIET 3.

“T never know what's poing to happen.
Thera 13 no rehearsal, T dom’t have a team
of hackup dancers. . Tt's just me.” he said

with the type of humor ha brings as a natu-
ral part of who he 18, “I pst show up and
let Spirlt work through me, and, fingers
crossed, everybody has a good time”

Laughtey theeugh tears

Holp goss nto any mediumship moment
without knowing anything ebout the per-
gom who has encountersd him and wants
to learn about their loved ones who have
passed on to the other side.

“Twanttolnownothing. The lessTknow,
the better he gaid. “TTT1ds a celebrity read-
g, I tell my publicist to just give me an
nitial of whe I'm reading for and lst me bs
gurprised when the camera turng on.”

The same holds true when he welcomes
crowds to ane of hiz public events. Rather
than respond to people raising their hands
WaAnNtlng a reading he poss by fsel for
whom he will pick from the audience,

Aghe explaing, "1 go to them. I let Spirit
take the lead. I wetk two different ways
during an event. One way is I will receive
somesne’s loved ong, and I gpive a lot of
information, like their name and who's
cormected to them. If I pet somsbody who
says, *That's my loved cnel* T go to them
and centinue delivering information.”

At other times Holp said, Spirit just
takes over and he starts walking around as
he gete a vibe or feeling about somecns In
the audience whom he then approaches.

He encourages langhter and good feel-
ngs too, “I ke to meke thess sverrs fun,
becauge, ag you can imagine, they can
sometimes get a little heavy with grief. It
can be nerve-racking for the person receiv-
ing the reading, and I've seen 5o many
beautiful things when we gt these amaz-
ing messages that come through that people
alther weren’t expecting or that thay hear
from a loved one that they really need elo-
aara from.

“Omr loved onss want to see us laugh and
have a good time as well”

Giowing in spigit

Before taking on mediumship as a full-
time profession, Holp weuld do tarot card
readmps for friends and family asmore of a
dabbling into his blessed gift that he wasn’t
quite fully aware of vet. Then a psychic
medium planted 2 seed In him tha fourished
when Holp aceepted what she had to say.

“When I first met with Terd, she was the
sesond peyehie I had ever met with, and she
told methat one day I'was goingto be doing
thiz az a job, Holp said.

Beingengrossed inhizwork inthe beaury
industry at the tims, he conldn’t see himsslf
doing anything slse, but he knew somme-
thing was up when two other mediims,
who didnt know him, told him the sams

things Teri did. Help then began hosting
tarot readings on TikTok and built a strong
following.

“Medimmship just sort of trickled in
there during tarot readings I was giving
peoples” he gald. “Their loved ones would
come through. Now I work solely with
gpirit energy. I don't use tools or cards in
my practics anymers. For me, it's work-
ing with spirit puides and paople’s loved
ones who have crossed over, soI work with
both when I do readings for people in one-
on-one ssttings. In event settings, like in
Tacoma, that will be all spitit mediumshlp
with loved cnes whe have crossed over”

Having gained notoriety for hiz accurats
and compassienate messages from loved
oneg in spirit, Holp has been featured on
Entertainment Tonight and Todaycom, and
in Us Weekly, Cosmep olitan, and Eife mag-
azines. He's known on zocial media as the
Warrior Unicorr, a nod to his fghting spirit
toward LGBTQ and mental health aware-
riess asues, combined with his effervercent
perronality. He haz close to 300,000 follow-
ers on Instagram and 560,000 on TikTok.

Gay is a gift

Holp says he never really had a need to
be inthe clozst. Azakid, he was fambeoy-
ant, loved unicorns and the color pink, and
dreamed of becoming a pop star like Brit-
ney Spears. In fact, his dream is to mest
with Spears and delve with her into her
wotld 10 — a2 he dosg with everyons —
bring healing and hope.

“We all have our nuances, our whole
lives that we expatience, and I think she
ig 2o fassinating” he said. “She's a Quesr
icon, and she's very loved by the Gay com-
momity. T certainly love her, and T think it
wonld be fassinating to read for her™

Atthe end of the day, Holp iz deliphted
to hawe formd his calling and sses himsslf
going tewhere but up, having just signed
sxclisively with Woss Bvents in New York
ity (as have RuPaul and Lady Bunny
among other Queer notebles), and with
book and TV deals in the work s.

#T fesl very fortunars that this is whar I
getto do for my life)” he said. “Ome of the
thinge I have lsarned from Spirtt is that
most of what we carry isn't necessary. In
the end, allthat really marters ie love)”

On Saturday, Oct. 5, Helpwill beat The
atre on the Square in Tacoma for an eve-
ning of love, hape, healing, joy, and mes-
sages fraw laved ones tn spivit Tickets are
sl available for thiz & pom. eventand can
be purchased at hitps:/www. tacamacity-
thaaters.arg. Visit https:/ftravishalp.camm,
and follow @ TravisWarrerlinicarn an fns-
tagrant and THETak for more infarmation.

have already proven beneficial. By develop-
ing a more robust gocial media presence and
utilizing WouTube to upload new and archi-
val footage for both chorzes, for sxample,
the orgamzation has already seen szpan-
siong in overall impressions and viewership.

“Cnee we filled out the YouThbe chan-
nels, we're af the place now where we hawe
hundreds of vidsos and in tetal theyve
geen teng of thougands of viewa” Coopan
said. “This is a new way to ghars our music
and message

Coogan alse noted the succsssss of tac-
tice liks infroducing the cheruses to new
audisnces — and fane who have moved
away or remain virtnal attendess — by
offsring streaming passes to conesris. The
chotigss have alzo begun staging abbrevi-
ated kids’ show versions of sslect concerts,
aimed at shapmg the messa g of the perfor-
mance for shorter attention spans.

Onaof Coogan's main focizes 12 ampli-
[ving the overarching message of Seattle
Men's Chorus and Seattle Women's Cho-
s which holds desp and historic signifi-
canee in our reglon’s LGETOH commu-
nity.

“The Seattls Men's Chorus and Seattls
Wometr's Chorus have a wonder ful legacy
of perferming musls that makes a differ-
ence,” he gaid.

“It’s a ftremendous honor to continue
working with the choruses, partionlarly at
thiz moment in time, az our music builds

bridess, breaks down stereotypes, and
hmanizes the ‘other® n powerful ways..
In the process it has the power to changs
hearts and minds, and to bind us together
aba time in our werld when love and acesp-
tanee are nesded more than sver”

Paul Caldwell, arfistic dirsctor for both
choruses, said that Coogan's leadership
during that period was “transformative.”

“He cherishes the legacy of a Jeattle
institution while simultansously support-
ing a new contimmm of creativity. Histena-
slous dedicarion to the chorug's artistty iz
the stuff of which kgends are made, And
now he’s here to stay. I couldn't be more
thrilled,* said Caldwell.

‘The peesent mement and a vision fox

the futuie

Locking forward to the 202425 ssason
and beyond, Coogan said his sights are
set on areturn to glory for the historcally
renevwned Seattle Choruses, while ensaring
that “sveryons who sonnects wih ushas an
extraordinary sxperience”

“The Seattle Men's Chorugs and Seattle
‘Women's Chorus were at one timsths larg-
sgt voluntesr chorus in America, and we
would like to go back to being that” he
saidh “Teng of thousande of people engag-
ing in the audisnces again, that iz the level
we want to refurn to”

Through eombined digital and physi-
cal expansion thiz year — with shews in

Tacoma, Everstt, and next spring, Belling-
ham — and exeiting new musical arrangs-
ments, the season is poized to make a big-

get gplashalready.

A lack at the upeoming seasen

Get ready to commenss the holidays this
Drecember with the Seartle Men's Chorus
holiday show, He o Hel, ncluding a ge-
cialrendition of “Mails, Hair, Hips, Heels®
by Todrick Hall.

Then, in February, see Fly Me ra the
Moon: The Seattle Womens Chorus Sings
the Great dmerican Senghook, taking
placs at Benaroya Recital Hall and featur-
ing & showeass of woman-powered musie
and immersing the audiencs in thoss wom-
£11'8 stot leg ¥ia video.

Finally, next spring, enjoy and lsarn
ahont an eanic LGBTQ+ ally™s musis and
activism in Delly: A Seattle Man's Cha-
vis Salute to Dally Parten, a show built
entirely on music Drolly Parton crested and
petformed, inchuding new arrangsments of
Patton’zhits.

“Come out to a show! ™ said Coogan, who
can often be found at the doaors befors ar
after sach one.

Tichets for the Seatile Women'’s Choris
shoves and Seattle Men's Chorus shaws can
be found at https:AiSeattleWarmensChorus.
arg apd hrzps://SeattIeMensCharm.org,
respectiveln
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Great Scott!

Barry Bostwick to host special 49th anniversary screening of

The Rocky Horror Picture Show at Fifth Avenue
BY MK SCOTT

Come up to Lthe lab and sce what’s on the
slab! The ullimale TTalloween experience
is celehrating its 49th anniversary, with
special host Barry Bostwick, the original
Brad Majors trom the 1975 film The Rocky
Horror Picture Show, coming to the Fifth
Avenue Theatre for two nights (Gctober
25261,

This screening of the original unediled
mavie includes a live shadow cast {the Blue
Mouskeleers) and audience participation.
All lickets come with a goody bag 10 be
used during the sereening,

Racky Horror wasn’L my lirst memory of

Bostwick; it was the 1984 TV miniserics
in which he played the title role of George
Washington. In my recent interview with
him, he noted, “That was a miracle that I
ever got that part, because they hadn’t seen
me, I think, in my bustier and high heels.”
Belore he played Brad in Rocky Horror,
Bosiwick was on Broadway, originating
the iconic role of Danny Zuko in Grease.
TUnlortunately, he didn™t get the movic ver-
sion, which went 1o John Travolla,
Bostwick confessed he prefers comedy
over drama and would love for his next
serics to be a sitcom, like what he did in
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Spin Citvinthe "90s
Tlere are more highlights rom our inter-
view:

On filming Recky Horror 50 years ago

“Ir was a very low-budger movie,” he
said. "We were at this little studio called
Bray Siudios out in Windsor, where they
used (0 make all those old Hammer hor-
rar (ilms. In fact, we shot in the castle righi
nexi door o the little studio where a lot of
the horror hiims were made. I siill exists
today; s now a boutique hotel, But it was
very uncomlorlable. There weren’t any Loi-
lets; you had to go outside to 4 porta-potty
or something.

“We were there tor the love of rock and
roll, bocanse the music was ereat, and the
company was exciting. I thought they were
ull i the (op of their game... Thunk God 1
wag comloriable in my underwear; T just
wasn'l comlortable being wet all the lime
and cold. Susan |Sarandon] walked away
from the sitwation with pneumonia. Wow.
Was it ¢old? Oh, il was Ireesing! We had
to do the floor show on a wet stage in high
hecls, and somce of us hadn't had much expe-
ricnce with high heels. That was challenging,

“But yeah, Tliked that pool scene. Tthink
what madec the water hot was everyhody in
it. you know, kissing, hugging, moving, and
rolling around. It was Frank-n-Furter’s fan-
tasy, and I'm glad he had it. As a New York
aclor, I'd probubly done some of 1hal on stage
up Lo that peint and was well aware ol Lthal
whole part of show business. As an actor,
you co whal you have (o do and get 100%
into it, and 1 was 100% into that busticr”

On “The Time Warp’ and props

“The “Time Warp® scenc, hasically, we
were flics on the wall. Susan and T walked
into ‘The Time Warp as they were doing
it, and we just had to look astonished and
wonder, *What the hell are we doing here!
Whal's going on? Who are all these peo-
ple?” IL ok me years W [igure out how o
even do the Time Warp because I never did
il Now, 1 still don"( know il it’s a jump (o
the lefLor g jump o the right,

“Ithink that’s the brilliance and genius ol
the creators, especially Jim Sharman, who
planted the camera around and told us what
to do. The kitschiness of it — T think a lot
of the props came out of Richard O Brien’s
apartment, hecause it was a low-hudget
movie. They weren't out buying props; they
were going into their bedrooms and gel-
ling that weird lump or that painling thal
reminded them ol theirlilestyle.”

On the Rocky Horror phenomenon

“Whal T gay is thanks (o ... fang like you
who have made this thing go on and on and
on. In fact, it’s the fans who created it. We
just made a little movic in five weeks, and T
don't think any of us had any idea we'd still
be talking about it almost 50 years later.
Five weeks making a movie, and then I was
on (o other Lhings,

“A lew vears laler, T went 1o a thealer, and
somehady said, "You've aol 1o see what's
going on in this theater for e Rocky Hoir-
rar Ficrure Show. T said, *Oh yeah, T was
in (hal movie, What’s going on?” Well, my
God, as you know, they're throwing stuff
and screaming at us. T think T got my hest
nickname ever from it. I've been called an

CONTEMPORARY
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asshole for 49 vears hy the fan base, and T
know it's always heen done with love and
atfection.

“I never did Rocky Horror on stage
because I don't think I'd want to do it now,
where the audience vells back at vou and
throws things. I'm quite happy being the
one on film. 1 was just thinking the oher
day: il you go see this wur, the show we're
doing..., “IT anybody out in this audicnee
saw Lhis movic in the "70s when il first
came oul, we look exactly the same as we
did, but they look 49 years older. God bless
them!® Its an eyc-opencr for 0 many peo-
ple to realize that this has been part of their
history, part of their childhood. Some of
them lost a 1ot of innocence hy seeing this
movie atjust the right time in their lives.

Om his dream role

“Well, of course, it would he Frank-n-
Hurier. Everybody wants o play Frank-n-
Furier, We were talking carlier aboul how
i’s so wonderful 1o play bad guys. Tleis a
real bad guy, Tmean, he's despicable in the
way he treats people. Yet 4t the end, you
almost fecl sorvy for him. That’s a real nice
hill to climb as an actor. And who doesn’t
want to strut around like Tim Curry for ar
least ome nigh*

Finally, lor all Fans of Rocky Horror,
I recommend Lhe newesl release of The
Rocky Horrar Cockbook by Kim Laidlaw,
Irom Running Press, According o the pub-
lisher, “Tirom the depths of Dr, Trank-N-
Trurter's laboratory come 30 culinary con-
coctions to titillate the taste buds of Rocky
Horror fans, in this lip-smacking officially
licensed cookbook based on the cult classic
stage musical.” Perfect for any Hallowsen
party. Available where ever hooks are sold.

One hundred VIP rickets for a mest
and greer with Barey Bostwick are avail-
able ar each screening. Go ro hreps:y
www, Sthavenue.org for info and tickets,
The Rocky TTorror Picture Show is rated
R for strong vexual content, including diu-
logre, violence, and language.

WORLD PREMIERE COMEDY!

MRS. LOMAN
IS LEAVING

by Katie Forgette | directed by Julie Beckman

S  LIMITED RUN:
OCTOBER 12 - 27

ONLY!

VISIT US ONLINE SGN.ORG

OCTOBER 2024
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Keith Haring
MoPOP

BY LINDSEY ANDERSON

SGN STAFF WRITER

Seattle’s Muscuwm of Pop Culture, known
by locals as MoPOP, is throwing it back 10
the "80s with its upcoming exhibit on the
lite, activism, and art of Keith Haring.
Curators are busy preparing the original
artwork, pop shop prints, and even old
yearhooks of Haring's for the October 11
debut.

“This is so different from cvervthing
we do,” curalor Amalia Kosloll said. “Tlar-
ing was this artist who staried in fine arts
but also did gralliti and was involved in
the early hip-hop movement in New York.
There’s this intersection of the pop show
and commercialism. He is such a perfect
intersection of everything we want 1o dis-
cuss ds 4 musenm.”

Transporied into Haring’s world
While MoPOP is 1 museumn, the dis-
plays housed behlind the ¢olorful walls

KEITH HARING
PHOTO CORTESY OF MOPOP

aren’l typically artilacts you'd Lnd in the
halls ol an established are history collee-
tian. Ingtead, visitors can expect 1o see
Dorothy's red slippers, the house from
Coraling, or Iimi Hendrix's guitar, While
showeasing the work of a modern art-
ist may not seem typical for MoPOP, the
muscum’s curation is anything bul ordi-
nary.

The entrance o the ITaring exhibii
mimics the gaies of a New York subway
station, a nod 1o TTaring’s rools as a strecl
artist, Most of his early subway work was
done in chalk and has been difficult to
preserve. However, MoPOP has exclusive
ACCess 10 TWO pieces.

On the makeshitt subway walls at the
enlrance are names scribbled in blocky
grallili letering. They were wrillen by the
members of MoPOPs Youlh Advisory
Board, who played an aclive part in cutal-

Seattle’s
LGBTQ+ Center

formerly Gay City

21st Annual Stronger Together

World AIDS
Day

Celebration

THE DATE

DECEMBER 1, 2024
CENTURY BALLROOM 12
PROCESSION TO THE AMP 2 PM

-2 PM

g the exhibit

“Conc of the things we wanted 1o do
was bring in youth collaboration, because
that was onc of the biggest things [Haring]
did,” Kozloff said. Fach of rhe youth artisrs
received a stipend for their work and pro-
vided artist statements abont how Haring
inspired therm.

Throughout his career, Haring worked
wilth young artists, including LA2, whose
work is now on display in a scparale gallery
in the muscum.

As wisilors walk past the displays,
they're irauspaoried into Tlaring’s world,
featuring over 230 pieces from a pri-
vate donor’s collection. Guests first walk
through his early drawings, then his com-
mercial work, his gallery work, and finally
an cneire panel dedicated to his social activ-
isin. Kozloll has included many Easler eggs
as 4 110l o Haring, and she pul thought fule
each detail — (he playlist over Lhe speakers
includes artists Haring encounlered in New
York, like Fab § Freddy and Arl ol Noise,
and even the shape of the exhibit [rom
above relleets his style

One of Kozloll's [avorite things 1s sce-
ing visitors make the connection between
Haring’s name and his iconic work. “As
soom as they see his Tmages they go, ‘Oh,
yeah 1 know that!™ she said. “Hig imagery
is 80 a part of our zeitgeist and our pop cnl-
tore.”

Activism and ATDS

Kozloll is also exciled (o highlight Tlar-
ing’s work as an LGBTQ+ activist, as the
exhibits launch coincides with LGBTCQ+
History Month.

“It intersects well with MoPOP's mis-
sion, this intersection of pop culture and
activism and social justice,” Kozlott said.

During his lite and career, Haring was
oulspokew aboul LGBTQ+ rights, cspe-
cially as the AIDS cpidemic decimaled
the communivy. Many of his pieces include
cartoonigh illustrations of ithe naked

body and depictions ol violence against
LGBTQ+ people.

Haring ulimately dicd ol AIDS-related
complications at the age of 31 Part ol
showoasing hig lite and career is highlight-
ing the reality of the AIDS epidemic. Kozl-
off spent a long time deliberating on how
the musenm, which is ofren considered one
of Seattle's best family-friendly activities,
would handle such atopic.

“We do have whal you could call 2 ‘con-
tenl warning,” and there will be one oul-
side and one al licketing, but there’s nol a

judgment,” Korloll said. “We never make

4 judgment, Just hbe aware that this is an
exhibit that includes nudity and some vio-
lence”

While it is up to each family to decide
what is best for them, the Haring exhibit
does have o large wall and an additional
warning (or viewers before they enter the
section ol the room Lhal houses the more
graphic images. “We are exceplionally
family-forward, bul pop cullure spans a
lot of thaings, and there are some dillicult
topics in i, Kozlofl said. “As a muscum
that thinks about equity and secial justice,
there are always those conversalivns we
want 1o have and we want to add context.
We: prasent that information so folks can be
exposed 1o thar”

AT the end, visitors will find a commn-
nity resource wall, which highlights local
LGBTQ+ organizalions and resources (or
young peapleto gt connected with for sup-
port, communily, and information.

Kozloll hopes people who come with
a vague recognition of Tlaring’s art style
leave with a greater appreciation for the
Queer man who changed New York's art
scene and the legacy he left behind in his
short time.

“People are tamiliar with his style and his
artwork — it’s been oul there and repeated
and copied. [1's inspired so many other arl-
isty, and I hope they come 1o the exhibil uid
see how il started,” she said.

Sound Theatre Company’s Making Waves
presents

FALL FEST 2024

Black Box Theatre at the Seattle Center Armory

Two New Play Readings of the Monstrous Feminine

THE HOUSE DEVOURS

by Riley Gene

A SCYTHE AND A SANDGLASS
THE SKELETON BORE

by Mariah Lee Squires & S.W. Jones

October 11& 12 at 7pm

CHANGER: A HAND TELLING

Pubiic Film Showings

November 11, 12, & 13 at 7om

Freshly Picked, Locally Harvested

RECOVER

by Helen Mariam

EULOGY

Gy Brendan Healy

December 9 & 10 at 7pm

tickets at soundtheatrecompany.org
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GALLERY 4CULTURE

An established incubator for

King County’s emerging visual
artists, Gallery 4Culture presents
provacative sole, small greup, and
curated exhibitions.

VISIT US

101 Prefantaine PI S, Seattle WA 98104
hello@4dculture.org | (206) 296-7580

Open Monday-Friday, 2AM-5PM

MICHAEL HONG

Qi-ee Moo-chim
Qctober 3-31, 2024

dculture.org
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Stonaware, aluminum sitver [eaf, and rice bage.
722243 24inches

PoE UNEXPECTED:

Epcar AllaN PoE [ MPROYISED

WWW, SEATTLEHAUNTS CoM

%FI‘TF\IBFR 2024
202
) o

29
OCT OHFR 2024

ik 17 =

20 ol 2] 5|
2] 48] 4 W El

Frivays & . NOVEMBER 20

SaTurpays

QOct 4 - 26th

T:30PM

attle, WA Qi‘lf“l

14 . [n)
- sctedproductions.org : NORTHWEST
Information: 204 587-2414
JGNS Esum

AHT I-BULLYING CQHPMGN




Enjoyably fascinating Lover of Men asks,
“Was Abraham Lincoln Gay?”

BY SARA MICHELLE FETTERS
SGN STAFF WRITER

LOVER OF MEN; THE UNTOLD
HISTORY OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN
Theaters / Apple iTunes, Amazon
Prime Video, and others starting Oct. 8

Leover of Men: The Untold History of
Abraham Lincoln is far from being the
best documenrary 1 will see in 2024, It is,
however. likely going to end up being one
of (he more enjoyable. Direetor Shaun
TPelerson has assembled a charismatic cav-
alcade ol historians and scholars to go on a
presidential quest into the unknowable with
him, and by doing so, manages (o craltasly
social commentary that’s more about the
here and now than it is ahout the mid-19th
cenlury.

Was Abraham Lincoln, the 16th (and
almost inargnably the most consequen-
tial) president of the United States, Gay?
That is (he primary gueslion Pelerson’s
documentary attempts to explore. With
Icading voices [tom colleges all across the
conntry (including Harvard, Columbia.

Imaginative My Old

and Brown}, best-selling higtorians, and
cven Montana Stae legislator Rep. Zoncy
Zephyr leading the charge, the answer the
dircctor comes up with is a hardly shock-
ing “mayhe” — and that's probably the best
that could be expected.

But there's plenty of amusing historical
support that does make this query worth
pondering (and continuing to research}.
Lincoln’s connection o a handful of hig-
ures, most notably Springlicld business
man and politician Joshua Speed (a Torme
roommale) and US Army Captain David
Derickson (who served as the president’s
bodyguard and companion), is cxamined
in as much detail as the hisiorical record
allows. Lincoln (requently shared a bed
with these and other men (for four years
with Speed), although this apparently
was 4 rather common cceurrence dor-
ing the period. 10 was really only his (ime
with Drerickson that provoked questioning,
rumors Irom his cabinet and Irom other
White House personnel.

Ag lascinating as all af this may be, T
could have done without the low-rent, Date-
Hine-like recnactments depicting what could
have happened between Lincoln and the
men al various peints in his Life. Granted,
wilhout them, we'd be stuck with something
that emulates a Ken Burns documentary
series (most notably the groundbreaking
The Civil War), only Peterson doesn’t quite
have 4 hundle on the best way (o ulilize his
crudite talking heads when juxtaposcd with
the historical clements (letiers, photos. ele.)
they ve assembled for him o showease for
the audience’s edification.

Where the dircctor is lar more success-
[ul is in how he utilizes all of this what-il
quesbioning aboul Lincoln o shine a spol-
light on what happened to views regarding
eender and same-sex camaraderie between
the middle of the 19th century and the early
20th. Exen hetter, he shines an inlense spot-
light on how political anarchists ntilize
social issucs Lo vadicalize their Tollowers
and, in the process, have dismantled the

DR. JOHN STAUFFER GF HARVARD

EXAMINES THE LIFE QF ABRAHAM LINCCGLN

PHOTO CQURTESY OF LOVER OF MEN

Republican Party (0 such an extent that the
“party ol Lincoln™ is so (ar removed (rom
what it was during the time of the Civil War
that, for all practical purposes, it no longer
CXISLS.

In that way, it is when the lilm s con-
tronting these forms of intolerance that
it ends up playing irs stronpest cards. The
way these historians link pastand present is
both astemishing and werrilying, Mrequently
alonee. Bul, more than thal, they also find
hope in this historical treasure hunting, and
the idea thatl socicty can persevere during
times ol greal, seemingly insurmaountable
peril is one worth embracing (as hard as
that may be o do right now).

So, was Abraham Lincoln Gay'! | have no
idea. But Lover of Men does a fine job of
pondering this question as best it can. Bet-
ter, it shows how just embracing the idea
that the most celebrated and revered presi-
dent in United States history conld have
heenis a form ol celchratory social and his-
torical anarchy inand of itself.

ssis a time-bending

experiential journey to self-awareness

BY SARA MICHELLE FETTERS
S6N STAFF WRITER

MY OLD ASS
Theaters

Living an a small Canadian island with
her parents Kathy (Maria Dizzia) and Tom
(Alain Goulem) and siblings Max (Seth
[xaae Johnson) and Spencer (Carter Tros-
#0lo), 18-year-old Elliow (Maisy Stella)
can’t wail for summer lo end so she can
atend college in Toronw. [y alse her
birthday, and the lcenager only wants lwo
things: to finally tell the barista working
al the dockside collechouse how haot she is
(and see where things go [rom there} and
to go camping with her two best friends,
Ro (Kerrice Brocks) and Ruthie (Maddie

MAISY STELLA
AND AUBREY PLAZA
PHOTQ COURTESY OF MY OLDASS

Ziegler), whereupon they plan to experi-
ment with mapic mmshrooms in moonlit
seclosion.

Afer going Lwo-Tor-two, Ellioll never
could have imagined what would happen
next. While high on the mushrooms, and
with Ro and Ruthic ol on their own unigue
trips, Elliotl discovers she's sitling on alog
next o her 39-year-old scll’ (Aubrey Plaza).
What she assumes w he a hallucination
gquickly proves we be anything bul, leading
o some crazy, Twilight Zone swll neither
can explain.

What would you do il you could speak
with your future selt? What would you
want te know? What advice weuld you fecl

you could safely give? That's the central
conceil driving My Ofd Ass, wriler-direclor
Megan Park’s wonderlul follow-up o her
cqually splendid 2021 abortion dramedy.
The Patlowr. Never laking things o far
and staying emotionally grounded, this
irreverent, imaginative, and empoweringly
intimate coming-of-age tale is an experien-
tial event worth celebrating.

Stella and Plaza are sublime. Playing the
game characler al dillerent slages ol their
life, they achieve a delicately personal
synchronicity | found wholly belicvable.
Tw clear that the younger Elliot is rather
impctuous and must discover (ruths for her-
scll. She is cager (o learn about the world
outside ol her island home, so much that
she is prone to take for pranted that her par-
ents and siblings will always be there no
matter what.

While clder Elliott has toned down these
aspects of her personality, old habits die
hard. When her younger self wants insights
into whal their e will be like in the Mulure,
initially the older version with all the firsi-
hand knowledge is reticent to share. But
she can’y help hersell, and while her sug-
gestions as o how her doppelginger shoukd
spend the summer belore Ileaving lor col-
lege are mostly benign thang oul more with
your brothers, value your parents, swll’
like that), she docs rashly unleash a doozy
that could have massive uniniended conse-
quences: avoid anyone named Chad.

I don’t want to dig too much into that
statement, as doing s¢ would lead toward

spoiler werritory. What T will say is that My
Old Ass is ane ol the scant (ew unapolo-
gelically Bisexual character studics T have
cver scen, Cllioll is attracted 1o both men
and women. While she can get excited hy
the (ormer, 1t's the latter she's certain she'll
seftle down and bnild a home with after
college. Her reaction to the whole “Chad”
thing is still lovably chaotic. But it turns
Elliots entire world upside down, with
moments as humorous as they are upscl-
ting, as gooty as they are heartfelt.

I all eads o my Tavorile scene: Hilio
docsi'Uhave the lirst clue as w the best way
10 process what's happened, Belore she
knows it, she is “coming oul™ 1o Rao, as il
she has 1o ask [or permission to [all in love
with a boy. Ro’s reaction is empathetic and
priceless, a pure example of friendship.
acceptance, and grace that brought tears to
my eves. Stella and Brooks are spellbinding
in how they so deftly and authentically play
oft one another during this brief yet unfor-
geltable moment ol raw, cathartic openness,

In lcss than 90 minutes, Park covers a
lot of fertile territory, with barely a false
beat and precicus lidle nensense, As heavy
(and heady) as this story ol leenage rebel-
lion and adult sell-awarencss gets, there's
refreshingly not a (ol of pointless exposi-
tion. Insteadl, the dircelor allows cach nar-
rative beat (0 be eonveyed through Elliow’s
interactions with the world and characters
who surround her. This helps My Ofd Ass
leave a lasting impression. It also makes it
one of the best films of 2024,
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Former tabloid reporter William Keck,
who exposed celebrity secrets while
closeted, tells all in his memoir

BY MK SCOTT

By the time T first met Gay enlertainment
writer William Keck at a 2007 conlerence
in San Dicgo, he was already a respected
journalist for USA Today, Laler, he became
a columnist for TV Guide helore serving as
asegment producer [or the Hallmark Chan-
nel's Home and Family, where he gained
fame for his revnion shows,

In his new memoir, When You Step Upon
a Star, he reveals his secret past as a sleazy
tabloid reporter for the Neiional Enqguirer,
all while being in the closet. The book is
hysterical, provocative, and a journey o
redemiplion, as Keck slowly becomes the
one Labloid reporter vou can trust with your
scerels, Keek's own biggest seeret was thal
coming oul as a (Gay man would be the
grealest irststep.

Iere are highlights [rom our Zoom inter-
view:

Om exposing secrets

“I lived a closeted lile while exposing
celebrities’ secrets,” Keck said, “often
hiding behind them. When [ first started,
people joked Id cover storics about three-
headed aliens and Elvis sightings. Now,
those scnsational tales arc considered
world news. Twas sent o Vail, Colorado., (o
fallow John Kennedy I, (o cheek i Caro-
Iyn Bessetle was pregnant. They even dis-
patched me o Hawaii (o intervicw Adam
West's daughter in prison. We galhered
[acty and then embellished them (or sensa-
tonalism, like with the Susan Olsen story
about her DUIs.”

Highlights

“The first section focuses on death,
deeply influcneed by my father's passing
and my obscssion with obituarics. T col-
lected celebrity obiluaries, imertwining
this passion with my own siruggles.

“The second part, ‘Down and Dirty,”
dives into my sexual escapades [in my
30s, as Thegan o come out]. Trecount wild
stories, like beimg al a nudist colomy with
Tammy Taye Bakker and a memorahle
encounter with Kelsey Grammer in Vegas,
where I hired a hooker (o verily a rumor
about his fiancée.

“T also explore my dual losses ol virgin-
ity: first with a girl named Lauren, who
recently reached out about our past, and
then with an actor from Sante Barbara.
The chapter is [illed with outrageous tales,

“The third chapter features my cncoun-
ters with divas, like Joan Colling and Victo-
ria Principal. Teven got a nose job w meet
Victorial T share embarrassing moments,
such as a botched interview with Mareia
Cross alter nude photos leaked.

“In the final section, Trellect on my own
quest [or happiness and stabilily as a Gay
man, recounting stories of crashing wed-

dings und sneaking into celebrity hospital
rooms.”

He also added: T once inlested the
Enquirer ollices wilh maggols — my dra-
matic exil should have mirrored & maovic
seensl”

Also: “The Enguirer often sent me on
bizarre missions, including two days as
an 8U-year-old man w see il [ experienced
ageism, and wrestling an 800-pound bear
for a stunt where | had a marshmallow in
my mouth”

‘When celebs controlled the narrative

“Celebritics often controlled their nar-
ratives. Tor instance, aller crashing Lind-
say Wagner’s lather’s (uneral, I saw how
they promoled their jewelry ling instead
ol [beusing on the agedy. T recount an
instance where Adam West thanked me [or
an inlerview. cleverly luming g personal
crisis into a heartwarming headline.”

“T can’t conlirm or deny anything, but 1 do
name most celebrities in the book — except
for two. One involves a Mefrose Place actor
who my cowarker claimed he saw engaging
inalewd act. 'The other is a celebrity who beat
me up when 1 approached him about cxtra-
marital allegations. T can’t identi [y him duc
w apast settlement, but insiead of his phow, T
used a picture of me wrestling a bear.”

Saved for a rainy day

“The Enguirerkopt [iles on stars like Bill
Coshy, who knew (hal cooperating with us
could help protect his secrets. They had a
hidden trove of scandals that they'd only
reveal when neeessary.

“l received many strange items that
never made it to print. Onec, 1 got node
photes of Don Johnson in a hotel room,
reading USA Today, The Enguiver didn’t
publish them but saved them [or a rainy
day. 1s6ill have a copy ol those photos hid-
den away.”

Reyelations
“One ol the mnst enjoyable expericnees
way playing detective. [ was sent lo North-
ern Calilornia o lind the lamily of Larry
[agman’s liver donor. T [ound the woman
whose parter had died in a car accident
and informed her that her deceased part-
ner’s liver was now inside Larry Hagman,
1 thinlk she appreciated the conncetion. It
seemed like Larry may have paid ber ofT o
stop talking to mc, as she suddenly stopped
relurning my calls. T describe it as a weird
version of Tid McMahon showing up with
a giant check — only T was bringing news
that led o a payday Inr her. Interestingly, 1
appear in boih Larry Hagman's and Kelsey
Grammer’s books, where Kelsey calls mo
‘the king of the [lesh.”
Later, Keck said, “I never revealed my

pastuntil now., After the Enguirer, L worked
[or the Loy Angeles Times. USA Today, and
1V Guide, where T didn’s have the courage
to come ¢lean, While interviewing Kelsey
Grammer on the red carpet, Talmost admit-
ted my identily but ended up saying T was
‘William Pock.”

“AlL Home and Fumily, where | produced
celebrity segments, I focused on making
their expericnce pleasant. I never (old Can-
dace Cameron that 1 was al her wedding,
fearing she'd freak out.

“I'he only person whe asked not to work
wilh mic was Nicolewe Sheridan, 1ikely due
Lo the storics in the Desperare Housewives
chapter.”

Worst experience

“My worsl expericnee was  heing
beaten up by an aclor. T also discuss being
molested by Richard Mulligan, the actor
[rom Soap and Empry Nest. When T was in
my carly 20s, T worked as a sccurily guard
lo get access o award shows, During a
rehearsal lor the Emmys, [ met Richard,
whomn I admired. After chatting, he unex-
pectedly grabbed my crorch and winked.
Since he has passed away, 1 included an
essay by his Seap co-star, Diana Canova,
about that moment.

“Addidonally, Bruce Willis once threat-
ened o burn down my house, which is
mentioned in the book. 1lis Moonfighting
co-star, Cyhill Shepherd, also contributed
an essay discussing Bruee's inlentions,”

Biggest regret

“My biggest regret stems from niy first
assignment at the Exguirer. 1 was told to
lollow Brad Weisbery, who labricated a
deathbed interview with Dack Rambo, a
Dallas actor dying of AIDS. | was horri-
ficd w learn that this was how the Enguirer
operated. Dack was a hero for coming oul
as ITTV-posilive, and it fell disgusting Lo
migrepresent his story, T (ried o have my
name removed [rom the picee but failed. T
later apologized 1o Dack’s co-star, Sheric 1.
Wilson, and she graciously wrote an cssay
homoring his legacy instead.”

Biggest crushes

“My biggest crushes were Lee Majors
and Lindsay Wagner (rom The Six Mil-
lioa Doflar Man and The Bionic Woman
Walching them (ogether was a lormative
experienee for me. John Rilter was another
huge crush; [ metl him brielly helore he
passed. He swilched wristhands with me at
an event, embodying his Three's Company
characier’s playlul spirii. 1 also admired the
character Steven Carrington Irom Dynasty,
who intiuenced niy understanding of being
Gay. When iy mother remarked on Ste-
ven's heauty and said, “What a waste,” Tlel
T was a wasie for being Gay, Thanklully,
my mam eventually hecame a strong sup-
porter ol my identity”

Biggest surprise

“1 had a good relationship with Mare
Cherry until he wrole a controversial sto-
ryling on Desperate Housewives. When T
addressed it he (et betrayed and created a
character named Dr. Keck, a neighbarhood
pedophile, as a jab at me. While [ lound the
sitnation humorous, I wouldn't want to he
portrayed as such.”

Making peace

“INcar the cnd of the book, [ recount an
expericnee on the Staten Tsland Ferry,
where T saw an issuc of the Enguirer [ca-
wring damaging storics about celehritics,
meluding Rosie O'Tommell and Joan Lun-
den. Seeing Raguel Weleh looking vulner-
able made mo realize I didn’t want w prolic
[rom others™ pain. This led me to entall in
the Landmark Forum, where I first came
out to Judith Light, a strong advocate for
the Gay community.

“[ helieve ['m coming full eircle, though
there’s still move to go. At the cnd of cach
chapter, T include a lesson learned, blend-
ng serious and humorous insights. We all
make mistakes, and T aim 1o share lessons
that others can apply in their lives, whether
related Lo work, relalionships, or my own
peculiar expericnces.”
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COMMING UP THREES
OCKHAM'S RAZOR
CULANTI
HANK CRAMER
DAVID MCDONNELL
SEATTLE IRISH DANCERS
SEAN DALY AND THE SHAMS
DANIEL ROONEY
PETER DALDRY
BROTHER ANGUS
ST. JAMES GATE
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T Celebrate the works of activist and LGBTQIA+ artist Keith
KE I H Haring at Seattle’s first solo exhibition of Haring's works.
Haring believed art was for everyone—and expanded his work
beyond traditional galleries, adorning public murals and NYC
subway stations with his distinctive style. Over his short life,
Haring explored sexuality, capitalism, war, joy, identity, and

more, through his art. Catch the exhibition at MoPOP—only

A RADIANT LEGACY hereuntiMarch.

Exhibition open: Museum of Pop Culture
Oct.12 thru Mar. 23 Seattle WA, USA MoPOP




