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What We Remember
by Michael Thomas Ford
(Kensington Books, $24)
As this flashback-powered mystery 

opens, small-town sheriff Daniel McCloud 
has been missing for eight years, leaving 
behind stoic wife Ada, determined at any 
emotional cost to hold her family together, 
and three numbed children, including Gay 
teenager Billy, destined to grow up Gay and 
confused. When his body surfaces, Billy’s 
older brother, James – now a big-city dis-
trict attorney – returns home to handle the 
fallout, only to become the prime suspect 
in his father’s murder. James’ accuser? His 
surly brother-in-law Nate Derry, now mar-

ried to his sister, who has borne a grudge 
ever since James, years back, dated Nate’s 
beloved – and suddenly pregnant – stepsis-
ter. With a chronology that hops nimbly be-
tween 1982 and 1991, and with overlapping 
points of view that spotlight the fallibility of 
memory and the treachery of lies, Ford’s in-
tricate jigsaw puzzle of a novel zeros in on 
the sort of depravity – in this case, hetero-
sexual depravity – that often rots the core of 
families which, on the surface, appear to be 
normalcy incarnate. 

Richard Labonte has been reading, edit-
ing, selling, and writing about Queer litera-
ture since the mid-‘70s. He can be reached 
in care of this publication or at Book-
Marks@qsyndicate.com.

What We Remember 
a depraved mystery




